
 

 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  Kathleen A. Theoharides, Secretary, EEA 
ATTN:  Erin Flaherty, MEPA Office 
FROM: Lisa Berry Engler, Director, CZM 
DATE:  March 24, 2020 
RE: EEA-16166, Commercial Pier Improvements Environmental Notification Form; 

New Bedford 
              
 

The Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone Management (CZM) has completed its review of 
the above-referenced Environmental Notification Form (ENF), noticed in the Environmental Monitor 
dated March 11, 2020, and has the following comments on the proposed project.   
 
Project Description 

The proposed Commercial Pier Improvement project includes the removal of an 8 ft x 302 ft 
pile-supported timber pier and ten pile-supported finger pier sections, with a total area of 2,850 sq. ft., 
and the removal of approximately 45 mooring piles.  The old infrastructure is proposed to be replaced 
with a 16.4 ft x 263.4 ft. (4,320 sq. ft.) concrete wave attenuator floating dock.  The new dock will be 
held in place by 8 new 36-inch diameter steel piles, while 97 existing 12-inch diameter piles will be 
removed.  All work will be performed using a crane set on a barge.   

 
Comments 

The ENF states that the project is not in an area subject to a Municipal Harbor Plan (MHP), 
however the current New Bedford/Fairhaven MHP, which includes the project site, has been in place 
since June of 2010.   

 
CZM recognizes this project results in a small reduction to direct impacts to “Land Under 

Ocean” from the removal of old piles, but also has a significant increase (1470 sq. ft.) in the shading 
to the same resource area caused by the expansion of floating docks/wave attenuator.  CZM also 
recognizes the valuable infrastructure improvements this project will create, particularly the additional 
docking space that will be available for commercial fishing vessels.  CZM notes that this project is 
located within/adjacent to one of the dredge areas included in New Bedford’s Phase V Navigational 
Dredging Project expected to begin sometime in the next 18 to 24 months.  CZM encourages the 
project proponent to coordinate the proposed removal of old piles and the installation of the new 
piles with the proposed navigational dredging of the area.  CZM also encourages the proponent to 
work closely with Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection to ensure clear language 
is included in the required new Chapter 91 license regarding the proportion of the project to be used 
for commercial fishing boats versus non-commercial boats.   

 
Further CZM Review 

This project may be subject to CZM federal consistency review, which requires that the project 
be found to be consistent with CZM's enforceable program policies.  For further information on this 
process, please contact Bob Boeri, Project Review Coordinator, at 617-626-1050 or visit the CZM 
web site at www.mass.gov/czm. 

http://www.mass.gov/czm
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cc: Dave Hill, Chapter 91 Waterways Program, 

MassDEP SERO, Lakeville 
Sarah Porter, Conservation Agent 

New Bedford Conservation Commission 
 Ed Anthes-Washburn, Executive Director 
  New Bedford Port Authority 


