
 

 
 
 
March 04, 2020 
 
 
Mr. Dennis Audette RE:       Nitsch Project #9972 
Chairman         Cisco New Bedford 
New Bedford Conservation Commission         Restaurant Facility 
New Bedford City Hall                 1480 East Rodney French Boulevard 
133 William Street                 New Bedford, MA 
New Bedford, MA 02744 
 
Dear Mr. Audette: 
 
This letter is regarding the Notice of Intent (NOI) submitted for the proposed Cisco New Bedford Restaurant 
Facility located at 1480 East Rodney French Boulevard. In response to our initial letter dated February 4, 
2020, and response letter dated February 21,2020, Nitsch Engineering received and reviewed the following 
documents from the Applicant: 
 

• Plans entitled “Cisco New Bedford Restaurant Facility, 1480 East Rodney French Blvd., New Bedford, 
Massachusetts,” prepared by SITEC Environmental, Inc., revised through February 24, 2020; 

 

• Response to Comments Letter, prepared by SITEC Environmental, Inc., dated February 24, 2020; 
 
For clarity, we have provided only comments not previously closed. We have provided our comments from 
February 21, 2020 in blue font, the Prime Engineering response in black font, and our updated response is 
provided in blue bolded font. 
 
General Comments 
 
3. Nitsch Response (2020-02-21): The Applicant has revised the required recharge volume calculation 

with the updated impervious area and has provided revised drawdown calculations; however, the 
Applicant should provide a drawdown analysis for each Stormwater Infiltration System as previously 
requested.  Additionally, the Applicant should use the drawdown method as prescribed in the MassDEP 
Stormwater Handbook utilizing a Rawls Rate of 8.27 inches/hour corresponding with the underlying 
sand witnessed in TP #1 and TP #2.  

 
The Applicant has provided revised drawdown calculations for each Stormwater Infiltration 
System. Comment closed. 
 

4. Nitsch Response (2020-02-21): The Applicant has provided a sizing analysis for the treatment unit with 
the largest contributing drainage area as a conservative analysis; however, the imperviousness input is 
incorrect (0.50% in analysis vs. 89% based on HydroCAD) and it is unknown how the water quality flow 
rate was determined. The water quality flow rate should be determined using the MassDEP Standard 
Method to Convert Required Water Quality Volume to a Discharge Rate for the 1” water quality volume 
based on a rapid infiltration rate for sandy soils (Rawls Rate of 8.27 inches/hour). Additionally, the 
Applicant should show the roof leader connections on the Site Grading Plan. 
 
The Applicant has provided revised water quality flow calculations and sizing analysis for each 
treatment unit. The Site Grading Plan has also been revised to include the roof drain connection 
to the Stormwater Infiltration Systems. Comment closed. 
 

6. Nitsch Response (2020-02-21): The Applicant has provided the peak flood elevations during the 10-
year storm event as requested. The Applicant should adjust pond sizing in HydroCAD as Stormwater 
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Infiltration System #3 has a different cumulative volume than Stormwater Infiltration System #4, 
although they have the same total number of chambers and provide a revised table. The City of New 
Bedford Department of Public Works will confirm the need for overflow to discharge stormwater to the 
municipal system. If required, The Applicant should revise the stormwater layout to include a drainage 
connection to the municipal system from all infiltration systems. 
 
The Applicant has revised the HydroCAD for Stormwater Infiltration System #3 and provided an 
updated flood elevation table. Correspondence from Stephanie Crampton, Assistant City 
Engineer, stated the project is allowed to connect to the municipal drainage system. The 
Applicant should coordinate with the City of New Bedford Department of Public Infrastructure 
for the connection to the municipal drainage system. Refer to attached email correspondence. 
Nitsch Engineering defers to the DPI for the connection to the municipal drainage system. 
 

7. Nitsch Response (2020-02-21): The Applicant has provided revised drawdown calculations; however, 
the Applicant should provide a drawdown analysis for each Stormwater Infiltration System as previously 
requested.  Additionally, the Applicant should use the drawdown method as prescribed in the MassDEP 
Stormwater Handbook utilizing a Rawls Rate of 8.27 inches/hour corresponding with the underlying 
sand witnessed in TP #1 and TP #2. 

 
The Applicant has provided revised drawdown calculations for each Stormwater Infiltration 
System. Comment closed. 

 
 

If you have any questions, please call us at 617-338-0063. 

Very truly yours, 
 
Nitsch Engineering, Inc. 
 

  
Joshua Soares, PE Jennifer L. Johnson, PE, CPSWQ, CFM 
Project Manager Project Manager 
 

JMS/jlj 

 

P:\9972 New Bedford NOIPR\Civil\Project Data\Task 007 - Cisco\2020-03-03 New Bedford Cisco - rev2.docx 



1

Joshua Soares

From: Stephanie Crampton <Stephanie.Crampton@newbedford-ma.gov>

Sent: Monday, March 2, 2020 2:23 PM

To: Sarah Porter

Cc: Manuel Silva; Shawn Syde; Joshua Soares

Subject: RE: Cisco New Bedford (old Davey's Locker site)

Importance: High

External Sender  

Hi Sarah, 

 

City standard is not to allow overflows to tie into the system if a separate drain line is not available in the streets (i.e. a 

combined system). This proposed project site will be allowed an overflow tie as there is a separate drainage system 

located in East Rodney French Blvd. The drainage line ultimately goes out into the harbor so it does have tidal flows to it. 

The project’s overflow connection will need some form of a backflow preventor.  

 

Thanks,  

 

 

 

Stephanie Crampton 
Assistant City Engineer 

City of New Bedford | Department of Public Infrastructure 

1105 Shawmut Ave, New Bedford, MA 02746 

508.979.1550 ext. 67333 

email: stephanie.crampton@newbedford-ma.gov 

 

 

From: Sarah Porter <SARAHP@newbedford-ma.gov>  

Sent: Thursday, February 20, 2020 3:49 PM 

To: Stephanie Crampton <Stephanie.Crampton@newbedford-ma.gov> 

Cc: Manuel Silva <MSILVA@newbedford-ma.gov>; Shawn Syde <Shawn.Syde@newbedford-ma.gov>; Joshua Soares 

<jsoares@nitscheng.com> 

Subject: Cisco New Bedford (old Davey's Locker site) 

 

Hi Stephanie 

 

We are just now reviewing the Notice of Intent for the proposed Cisco New Bedford waterfront development  (the old 

Davey’s Locker site).  Joshua Soares is the engineer for Nitsch that is reviewing the stormwater management system and 

he has a question for DPI: Currently the project does not include any overflow to the municipal system or harbor which 

is a concern of ours due to surcharging/flooding of the site during larger rain events. The Applicant stated that the 

DPW did not want an overflow connection and I would like to confirm. Do you have a contact at the DPW that I can 

speak to regarding the project? 

 

Could you or Manny respond to this question?  (cc me on the email please)   

 

Thank you very much!   
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