
 

 Appointments & Briefings Committee January 10, 2023 

CITY OF NEW BEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 

 

MEETING: COMMITTEE ON APPOINTMENTS & BRIEFINGS 

DATE:  JANUARY 10, 2023 

TIME:  7:03 P.M. 

PLACE: CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER, ROOM 214 

 

PRESENT: COUNCILLORS NAOMI CARNEY, CHAIRPERSON; IAN 

ABREU; SHANE BURGO; MARIA GIESTA; BRIAN 

GOMES (7:07); SCOTT LIMA; WILLIAM BRAD 

MARKEY; LINDA MORAD; RYAN PEREIRA 

 

ABSENT: COUNCILLOR BAPTISTE, MEMBER 
 

*   *   * 

 Councillor Carney called the Appointments & Briefings Committee Meeting to order and 

took attendance.  The Clerk read a Communication from Councillor Baptiste into the record 

explaining his absence.  The Communication was received and placed on file by Councillor Abreu 

and seconded by Councillor Burgo. 
 

*   *   * 

Notice, City Clerk of reference of a PUBLIC HEARING on a COMMUNICATION / 

DEMOLITION, New Bedford Historical Commission, to City Council, re: BUILDING 

DEMOLITION REVIEW: PARTIAL DEMOLITION - PORCH -135 COTTAGE STREET, (MAP 

45/LOT 263) advising that “the property owner is proposing the demolition of the building’s wrap-

around porch in its entirety and rebuilding a section of the porch; the Robert B. and Lucinda Hudson 

Gifford House (NBE.2358) was constructed in 1897, and is a contributing historic resource to the 

County Street National Register District; the property is historically or architecturally significant 

in terms of period style, method of building construction or association with a significant architect 

or builder either by itself or as a part of a group of buildings; the Commission has collaborated with 

the property owner to modify the initially proposed porch materials to mutually agreed upon high-

quality materials to mitigate the adverse effect the porch demolition will have on the property and 

the District “in light of these findings, the New Bedford Historical Commission has determined 

that the structure at 135 Cottage Street is Historically Significant but is not a Preferably 

Preserved structure” (Ref’d 11/22/2022) (Advertised in The Standard-Times on Tuesday, 

December 06, 2022.) (12/13/2022 – Lack of Quorum, matter not heard) (Advertised in The 

Standard-Times on Tuesday, January 03, 2023.) was received and placed on file and the hearing 

opened by Councillor Burgo and seconded by Councillor Lima. (1) 

 

The Chair recognized Anne Louro, Preservation Planner.  She gave an overview of the 

Historical Commission’s determination that though the structure in question is historically 

significant, the porch itself is not a preferably preserved structure.  

  

She stated that the porch has suffered significant deferred maintenance; initially the plan 

was to demolish it completely and rebuild a small section using exposed pressure-treated lumber.  

After working cooperatively, the contractor, building owner and the Historical Commission were 

able to come to an agreement regarding the proposed renovations.  The section of porch being 

rebuilt will now have vinyl rails and they will be wrapped in PVC planking.  The end result will be 

much more visually appealing and will be more in line with the historical design of the building, 

and the neighborhood. 

 

Ms. Louro was asked if there was a start date planned for the construction and she informed 

the Committee it would be immediate.  
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The Chair asked if there was anyone present who wished to speak and/or be recorded in 

favor of the demolition; there were none.  She then asked if there was anyone present who wished 

to speak and/or be recorded in opposition of the demolition; there were none.  The hearing was 

closed. 

 

On motion by Councillor Morad and seconded by Councillor Markey, the Committee 

VOTED: To recommend that the City Council GRANT the PARTIAL DEMOLITION of the 

PORCH located at 135 COTTAGE STREET, (MAP 45/LOT 263).  This motion passed on a voice 

vote. 

 

*   *   * 

Notice, City Clerk of reference of a COMMUNICATION, Mayor Mitchell, to City 

Council, submitting the APPOINTMENT of JUVENAL ALVES NEVES, New Bedford, MA 

02740 as a CONSTABLE (Ref’d 10/13/2022) (11/15/2022 – tabled) (12/13/2022 – Lack of 

Quorum, matter not heard) and AN APPLICATION, (Ref’d 10/13/2022) (11/15/2022 – tabled) 

(12/13/2022 – Lack of Quorum, matter not heard) was removed from the table by Councillor Giesta 

and seconded by Councillor Burgo. (2) 

 

The Chair recognized Juvenal Alves Neves, 166 Purchase Street, New Bedford.  Mr. Neves 

explained that he has been a resident of New Bedford for 21 years.  Although he is currently a 

constable, he is not licensed to practice in the City of New Bedford.  He is looking to secure 

permission to do so, as it will allow him to expand his business.   

 

Mr. Neves was asked if he works independently or has employees.  He stated that he 

currently works on his own, primarily serving eviction notices and warrants. 

 

On motion by Councillor Gomes and seconded by Councillor Burgo, the Committee 

VOTED: To recommend to the City Council APPROVAL of the APPOINTMENT of JUVENAL 

ALVES NEVES, New Bedford, MA 02740, as a CONSTABLE.  This motion passed on a voice 

vote. 

 

*   *   * 

Notice, City Clerk of reference of a COMMUNICATION, Mayor Mitchell, to City 

Council, submitting the REAPPOINTMENT of PATRICIA A. LAREAU, New Bedford MA to the 

NEW BEDFORD PORT AUTHORITY; this term will expire December 2023 (Ref’d 03/25/2021) 

(12/13/2022 – Lack of Quorum, matter not heard) was received and placed on file by Councillor 

Giesta and seconded by Councillor Burgo. (3) 

 

The Chair recognized Patricia A. Lareau, 931 Westland Street, New Bedford.  Ms. Lareau 

gave an overview of her time serving on the New Beford Port Authority, and the reappointment 

request before the Committee.  She explained that over the 16 years she has served on the Port 

Authority, she has seen the port area grow by leaps and bounds.    

 

Councillor Lima asked with wind energy becoming such a large factor in the port area, if 

she had any concerns regarding docking space for fishing vessels, and if she felt that the fishing 

and wind industries could co-exist with each other. She stated that they can and will, but that her 

priority is to preserve the fishing industry and fleet.  That has always been her purpose as a member 

of the Port Authority, and it will remain so.  
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On motion by Councillor Gomes and seconded by Councillor Giesta, the Committee 

VOTED: To recommend to the City Council APPROVAL of the REAPPOINTMENT of PATRICIA 

A. LAREAU, New Bedford MA to the NEW BEDFORD PORT AUTHORITY; this term will 

expire December 2023.  This motion passed on a voice vote. 

 

*   *   * 

Notice, City Clerk of reference of a COMMUNICATION, Mayor Mitchell, to City 

Council, submitting the REAPPOINTMENT of BRIAN ROTHSCHILD, New Bedford, MA to the 

NEW BEDFORD PORT AUTHORITY; this term will expire December 2022 (Ref’d 03/25/2021) 

(12/13/2022 – Lack of Quorum, matter not heard) was received and placed on file by Councillor 

Morad and seconded by Councillor Gomes. (4) 

 

The Chair announced that Dr. Rothschild was not available to attend this meeting.  

Councillor Morad was recognized and stated that where the committee knew Dr. Rothchild and is 

well aware of his many years of service on the Port Authority, that if there was no objection and 

the body was in favor, she would move to approve the reappointment.  There was no objection. 

 

On motion by Councillor Morad and seconded by Councillor Gomes, the Committee 

VOTED: To recommend to the City Council APPROVAL of the REAPPOINTMENT of BRIAN 

ROTHSCHILD, New Bedford, MA to the NEW BEDFORD PORT AUTHORITY; this term will 

expire December 2022.  This motion passed on a voice vote. 

 

*   *   * 

Notice, City Clerk of reference of a COMMUNICATION, Mayor Mitchell, to City 

Council, submitting the REAPPOINTMENT of JOSEPH M. TAVARES, New Bedford, MA to the 

NEW BEDFORD PORT AUTHORITY; this term will expire December 2022 (Ref’d 03/25/2021) 

(12/13/2022 – Lack of Quorum, matter not heard) was received and placed on file by Councillor 

Pereira and seconded by Councillor Burgo. (5) 

 

The Chair recognized Joseph M. Tavares, 526 West Rodney French Boulevard, New 

Bedford.  Mr. Tavares stated that he moved to New Bedford in 1976, and is a banker by trade.  He 

sees his serving on the Port Authority to be an opportunity to redevelop the area, and finds it 

fascinating.  He sees his role on the Port Authority as a banker to be the dream-breaker, realistically 

explaining what is and is not financially possible.  He sees the Port Authority as a very diverse 

Commission, both supportive and cautious, and is charged with putting the fishing industry first 

and foremost when it comes to development in the port area. 

 

On motion by Councillor Pereira and seconded by Councillor Abreu, the Committee 

VOTED: To recommend to the City Council APPROVAL of the REAPPOINTMENT of JOSEPH 

M. TAVARES, New Bedford, MA to the NEW BEDFORD PORT AUTHORITY; this term will 

expire December 2022.  This motion passed on a voice vote. 

 

*   *   * 

Notice, City Clerk of reference of a COMMUNICATION, Mayor Mitchell, to City 

Council, submitting the APPOINTMENT of PAMELA KAVANAUGH, New Bedford, MA, to the 

BOARD OF HEALTH; Ms. Kavanaugh will be replacing Dr. Patricia Andrade, whose term has 

expired; this term will expire in February 2025 (Ref’d 11/10/2022) (12/13/2022 – Lack of Quorum, 

matter not heard) was received and placed on file by Councillor Giesta and seconded by Councillor 

Lima. (6) 
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The Chair recognized Pamela Kavanaugh, 116 Garfield Street, New Bedford.  Ms. 

Kavanaugh has recently retired after 40 years in the health care profession, 38 of which was at the 

Greater New Bedford Community Healthcare Center.  She was looking for something to continue 

her involvement in the health care industry when she was approached to fill the Board of Health 

position.  

 

Councillor Gomes asked Ms. Kavanaugh what her stance was on injection sites in the City.  

She stated that while she would need to do more research prior to making a decision, she recognizes 

that there is a severe drug-addiction problem in the City, and that those using needles are not careful 

where they are using or discarding them.  Unfortunately, as a result, these needles end up in places 

they should not be, for example, streets, parks and playgrounds.  She is aware of a push by the state 

to institute injection sites, and although she feels that she is not currently in a position to render a 

decision, she recognizes that something needs to be done to address the issue.  

 

Councillors Markey and Morad asked Ms. Kavanaugh about her position on the Parallel 

Project Proposal in the North End of the City.  She explained that she was not fully informed on 

this particular topic, but would become so once appointed to the Board.  The Councillors asked that 

she take into consideration the long-term effects on the City as a whole should permission be 

granted for Parallel Products to move forward with their project.  Councillor Lima also drew her 

attention to the issues with the tire recycling facilities in the City.  

 

On motion by Councillor Burgo and seconded by Councillor Markey, the Committee 

VOTED: To recommend to the City Council APPROVAL of the APPOINTMENT of PAMELA 

KAVANAUGH, New Bedford, MA, to the BOARD OF HEALTH; Ms. Kavanaugh will be 

replacing Dr. Patricia Andrade, whose term has expired; this term will expire in February 2025.  

This motion passed on a voice vote. 

 

*   *   * 

Notice, City Clerk of reference of a COMMUNICATION, Mayor Mitchell, to City 

Council, submitting the APPOINTMENT of WILLIAM COMEAU, New Bedford, MA, a United 

States Army Vietnam Veteran, to the VETERANS ADVISORY BOARD; Mr. Comeau will be 

replacing Anthony Rezendes, who has resigned; this term will expire in December 2023 (Ref’d 

11/10/2022) (12/13/2022 – Lack of Quorum, matter not heard) was received and placed on file by 

Councillor Giesta and seconded by Councillor Markey. (7) 

 

The applicant was not present. 

 

On motion by Councillor Morad and seconded by Councillor Pereira, the Committee 

VOTED: To table the matter at this time.  This motion passed on a voice vote. 

 

*   *   * 

Notice, City Clerk of reference of a COMMUNICATION, Mayor Mitchell, to City 

Council, submitting the APPOINTMENT of JAMES R. GAGNON, New Bedford, MA, a United 

States Airforce Vietnam Veteran, to the VETERANS ADVISORY BOARD; Mr. Gagnon will be 

replacing Elizabeth C. McNamara, who has resigned; this term will expire in December 2023 

(Ref’d 11/10/2022) (12/13/2022 – Lack of Quorum, matter not heard) was received and placed on 

file by Councillor Morad and seconded by Councillor Markey. (8) 

 

The applicant was not present. 

 

On motion by Councillor Markey and seconded by Councillor Abreu, the Committee 

VOTED: To table the matter at this time.  This motion passed on a voice vote. 
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*   *   * 

Notice, City Clerk of reference of a COMMUNICATION, Mayor Mitchell, to City 

Council, submitting the APPOINTMENT of CAROL PIMENTEL, New Bedford, MA, to the 

GREATER NEW BEDFORD REGIONAL VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL 

DISTRICT COMMITTEE; Ms. Pimentel will be replacing Patrick Walsh, who has resigned; this 

term will expire in May 2026 (Ref’d 07/21/2022) (12/13/2022 – Lack of Quorum, matter not heard) 

was received and placed on file by Councillor Burgo and seconded by Councillor Pereira. (9) 

 

The Chair recognized Carol Pimentel, 57 Cottage Street, New Bedford.  She explained that 

she was a life-long resident of the City of New Bedford and had graduated from Voc-Tech.  She 

added that she still holds the record as a basketball player for the most points scored in a game 

(which was 42) and is also a member of the Voc-Tech Hall of Fame.   She went on to graduate 

from SMU (currently UMass Dartmouth) and holds a master’s degree from Boston University.  

 

Ms. Pimentel believes that the current admissions policy for Voc-Tech needs to be looked 

at, as it does not appear to be fair to all, particularly people of color and those with disabilities.  She 

believes that all students looking to enter Voc-Tech should receive the same opportunity.  

 

Councillor Pereira commented that the current system in place, which includes a lottery 

system, is working.  Ms. Pimentel stated that while she supports the lottery program in place, 

unfortunately there are students who are at risk of falling through the cracks and are not being given 

an equal opportunity for enrollment.  Councillor Burgo commented that he believes the current 

admissions policy is working.  

 

Councillor Morad also stated that she believes the current admissions policy is working, 

and that in her opinion, it seems Voc-Tech is producing well educated students with high 

participation in extra-curricular activity.  She added that the school has control of MCAS scores as 

well as good graduation rates. 

 

Ms. Pimentel explained that there are a lot of students being overlooked for enrollment into 

Voc-Tech.  She stated that Voc-Tech is currently a school for people who don’t want their children 

to go to New Bedford High School.  She believes that she has a particular skill-set to bring to the 

School Board.  

 

Councillor Carney stated that while admission at Voc-Tech has been a hot topic, the school 

did create a lottery system.  She added that they base their admission criteria on school attendance, 

grades and conduct.  Ms. Pimentel explained that she believes it is the criteria that needs to be 

looked at because not all students are A-students and that the current requirements overlook 

students who might excel in their trade if given a chance.  

  

Councillor Pereira asked if Ms. Pimentel currently serves on any other City boards or 

commissions.  She said yes, stating that she serves as the clerk on both the Economic Development 

and New Bedford Redevelopment Authority for the City.  

 

On motion by Councillor Gomes and seconded by Councillor Burgo, the Committee 

VOTED: To refer to the full City Council with a recommendation for approval.  This motion 

FAILED on a Roll Call Vote of Yeas 4, Nays 5, with Councillors Burgo, Gomes, Lima and Markey 

IN FAVOR.  

 

On motion by Councillor Burgo and seconded by Councillor Gomes, the Committee 

VOTED: To refer to the full City Council with no recommendation.  This motion FAILED on a 

Roll Call Vote of Yeas 5, Nays 4, with Councillors Abreu, Carney, Giesta and Morad OPPOSED.  
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*   *   * 

Notice, City Clerk of reference of a COMMUNICATION, Mayor Mitchell, to City 

Council, submitting the APPOINTMENT of RICARD REZENDES, New Bedford, MA to the 

LICENSING BOARD, replacing Steven A. Beauregard, whose term has expired; this term will 

expire June 2026 (Ref’d 08/18/2022) (12/13/2022 – Lack of Quorum, matter not heard) was 

received and placed on file by Councillor Burgo and seconded by Councillor Markey. (10) 

 

The Chair recognized Ricard Rezendes, 1035 June Street, New Bedford.  Mr. Rezendes 

explained that he is a life-long resident of the City, and a retired police officer of 32 years finishing 

up with the rank of Captain.  

 

Several Councillors, including Councillors Morad and Pereira, asked that Mr. Rezendes 

make himself aware of the issues that surround the Cisco establishment and the Madeira Feast.   

 

Mr. Rezendes acknowledged that there is always room for improvement, and stated he 

would be open to exploring any issue that came before the Board.  He believes the Board should 

do spot checks at establishments to make sure entities are following the proper laws and guidelines.  

He also believes that the Board should spot-check feasts and festivals as well.    

 

On motion by Councillor Gomes and seconded by Councillor Pereira, the Committee 

VOTED: To recommend to the City Council APPROVAL of the APPOINTMENT of RICARD 

REZENDES, New Bedford, MA to the LICENSING BOARD, replacing Steven A. Beauregard, 

whose term has expired; this term will expire June 2026.  This motion passed on a voice vote. 

 

*   *   * 

 Councillor Burgo made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Councillor Giesta.  

This motion passed on a voice vote. 

  

 This meeting adjourned @ 8:26 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

      ______________________________ 

      Denis Lawrence Jr. 

Clerk of the Committees 


