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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 2022 FORT TABER, EAST AND WEST BEACHES 

QUALITY OF LIFE NEIGHBORHOOD PUBLIC SAFETY ACTION PLAN. 

 

SIGNAGE: 

Requesting the Director of Parks, Recreation and Beaches, Mary Rapoza, place Beach and Parks rules signs, 

each sign should include opening and closing times of the beaches, parking lots and the rules and regulations 

for use of the City beaches. Two (2) signs on the East Beach north and south side and two (2) signs on the West 

Beach north and south of beach area and one (1) sign in Hazelwood park, each sign should be placed in the 

middle of the park facing west beach. Two (2) signs in Fort Taber, one at entrance and one on beach area facing 

the parking lot.  The signs should be on 4/8” plywood professionally done with City seals.  These signs would 

inform visitors and tourists the rules and regulations and closing times of a beaches and parking lots at dusk 

and that it will be strictly enforced.  

ENFORCEMENT: 

Strict enforcement of ticketing and towing vehicles left in the lots after closing; also, enforcement of noise 

violations during the course of the day when it becomes a safety or quality of life situation.  The enforcements 

rules should be placed on signage notifying visitors of action to be taken if violated. The New Bedford Police 

Department, along with the Department’s Traffic Division and the City’s Traffic Commission strictly enforce 

all vehicle violations including speeding and parking violations, such as, parking too close to corner, double 

parking and loud music. The Noise Ordinance is specific about the decibels of volume allowed, which should be 

enforced, day and evening.  Noise Violations should be strictly enforced especially in designated areas like the 

boat ramp on east and west side along with drive that loops around both beaches.   That the City’s electronic 

message boards be used at both entrances on west and east side of the dike walls entrances reminding motorist 

of the speed limit, and that they are entering not only a residential area but also tourist attractions such as the 

beaches and Fort Taber. 

PARKING LOTS: 

Requesting that the Department of Parks, Recreation and Beaches open all three parking lots on the East Beach 

side during regular beach hours given better accessibility to all visitors and their point of location on the beach; 

and further, that these parking lots be sealed, and white lines be painted before opening season, this action 

should eliminate some of the frustration of residents in the area.   
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SPEED LIMITS: 

Requesting that the Traffic Commission implement 20-mile an hour zoned along the road of west and east 

beaches, also along the stretch of road on East Rodney French Boulevard from Frederick Street to Butler Street, 

which is the area of the new Cisco’s Brewery, also enforce no truck parking on East Rodney French Boulevard, 

the west side from Frederick to Butler Streets. This course of action should also be taken on the west side for 

clear vision for motorist coming from side streets and pedestrians crossing the street. Requesting that this 20-

mile zone also be implemented on Brock Avenue in the area of both baseball fields and the former Poor Farm 

site, this will give Motorist and pedestrian crossing a better view of oncoming traffic. The zones will be 

structured with tall orange and white cones with 20 mile an hour speed limit signs making them portable. The 

zones should be placed in from June 1 till Labor Day, seven days a week.  

PATROLS/PARKING: 

That the New Bedford Police Department/Traffic Division along with added beach patrols conduct safety checks 

throughout the summer, especially on weekends, at different times. This action can support safer driving in the 

beach area and also a reminder to those that speed and drive unsafe and/or unregistered motor vehicle that 

they may have to go through one of the safety road check areas, during the course of the summer on East and/or 

West Rodney French Boulevard. Requesting that the Traffic Commission work with the owner of Cisco 

Brewery, to provide signage at cost to owner that are portable and stand at least 4 1/2 feet tall and very 

appealing to the eye that reads “Resident only parking courtesy of Cisco’s Brewery” these signs will be placed 

and removed each day and evening on the following streets: Butler, Clara Frederick and Norman streets this 

signage would extend up every street to the halfway point which will be put up and taken down every evening 

by Cisco’s brewery staff.  Strict enforcement of ticketing for littering and trash violations in parks and beach 

areas; especially during special events and holiday weekends; and further that the City add extra trash pickups 

during the course of the summer alleviating any trash being left overnight, especially during weekends and 

special events being held at parks and beaches. Requesting that a letter be sent a letter to the Massachusetts 

State Police-Dartmouth Barracks Commanding Officer requesting assistance during the summer months for 

routine patrols day and evening of the beach areas and our tourism areas. That the Police Department start 

strictly enforcing the laws and Ordinances of City; including not limited to, drinking in public, disorderly 

conduct, traffic violations and noise violations after hours on both east and west side boat ramps, said ramp 

parking lots should also be close at dusk.  That the City and Police Department continue to enforce no parking 

on the East Beach side of the road from Fort Taber during Fourth of July holiday weekend. That the Police 

Department also utilize its bike, motorcycle, walking patrols and special units such as the gang squad when 

needed. This is a deterrent to criminal activity in our parks, beaches and tourism attractions in the south end.  


