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LICENSING BOARD MEETING 

-FINAL AGENDA-
            WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6, 2022
_____________________________________________

___________ZOOM CONFERENCE CALL – 6:00 p.m.
REQUIRED:  Steven A. Beauregard, Chairman
            Marcelino “Sonny” G. Almeida, Commissioner

            Edmund F. Craig, Jr., Commissioner

            Atty. Kreg Espinola, Asst. City Solicitor

            Lt. Justin Kagan, Police Department Liaison to the Lic. Bd.
            Officer Michael Dane, Reporting Officer
            Nick Nanopoulos, Director
Pursuant to a June 16, 2021, Executive Order issued by Governor Baker, that provides that all members of a public body may participate in a meeting remotely, this New Bedford Licensing Board Meeting will be held remotely by way of a ‘Zoom Conference Call’.

Meeting I.D. #: 881 9112 8714
Password: 020037
Call-In- Only-Phone #: 1-646-558-8656

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88191128714
1. Hearing: TCHATTCHU, LLC D/B/A

       Morna Lounge and Grill

       Mr. Mateus Jose Barbosa, Manager/Co-Owner

       1613-1621 Acushnet Avenue

Based on your written request, your presence is requested at an Emergency Hearing of the New Bedford Licensing Board.
As you are aware, an incident occurred at your establishment on Sunday, March 27, 2022, at approximately 1:00 a.m., which resulted in at least one victim of a stabbing. Because of this incident and due to ongoing safety concerns, the New Bedford Police Department has temporarily seized your liquor license. 

There are two purposes to this April 6th Hearing: 1) to determine whether or not the incident is a violation of your one-year probation, which commenced on December 22, 2021; and 2) to determine whether you are in violation of your probation based on violations of certain provisions of the Massachusetts General Laws, the ABCC Regulations, and/or the Licensing Board Rules & Regulations. 

The Licensing Board is especially troubled about this event because you failed to heed the Board’s earlier warnings about ensuring no illegality occurs on the licensed premises, as you are 

responsible, whether present or not, for ensuring that no disorder, disturbance, or illegality takes

place in or on the licensed premise. The licensed premises must be kept safe at all times. By failing to maintain a safe premise, you have placed your license, which was on probation, at risk.

The Board is also concerned with the ongoing complaints from neighbors of unruly patrons and loud music emanating from your establishment.

Based on their findings, the Licensing Board may take action to modify, suspend, revoke, or cancel your license.  If warranted, a roll back of hours may also be considered.  The Board may also take action to revoke your entertainment license based on their findings.

The potential violations are as follows:

M.G.L Ch. 138, section 63A

It is illegal for any person to hinder, delay, or refuse to provide information or refuse entrance to any authorized agent of the local licensing authority.

ABCC Regulation 204 CMR 2.05(2):
States no licensee shall permit any illegality to occur on the licensed premises. The licensee is responsible, whether present or not, for ensuring that no disorder, disturbance, or illegality takes place in, or on a licensed premise.

Licensing Board Regulations:

# 10 - Alcoholic beverages shall not be served to a person who is or appears to be intoxicated.

# 11 - Excessive Noise, Crowds, and Objectionable persons shall not be permitted on or about the premises.

# 12 - Premises must at all times be kept safe.

# 24 - There shall be no disorder .... on the licensed premises or areas connected therewith.

# 38 - All entertainment shall be so conducted so that no noise shall be audible upon any abutting premises.

# 41 - The type of and hours of entertainment shall be subject to reasonable regulation by the Licensing Board.

Police Report # 21-571-AR

2. Hearing: TCHATTCHU, LLC D/B/A

       Morna Lounge and Grill

       Mr. Mateus Jose Barbosa, Manager/Co-Owner

       1613-1621 Acushnet Avenue

Based on your written request, your presence is requested at an Emergency Hearing of the New Bedford Licensing Board.
The intention of this ‘Public Hearing’ is to determine whether a roll back (decrease) of hours is warranted as a result of violations of certain provisions of M.G.L., ABCC Regulations, and Licensing Board Rules and Regulations, as a result of incidents reported by the New Bedford Police Department and a possible violation of your probation that was issued on 12/22/21. This roll back (decrease) of hours could affect the hours in which you will be allowed to be open. 

The local licensing authority, may after proper notice, hold a hearing to determine whether a roll back of hours is warranted, based on frequency of arrests, disturbances, and incidents requiring police involvement inside or outside the licensed premises; this decision is one that is not appealable to the Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission or to the Superior Court. (As noted in Chapter 138, sec. 12)
· MEETING ADJOURNED: 
The matters listed are those reasonably anticipated by the Chair to be discussed at the meeting. Not all items listed may, in fact, be discussed. Other items not listed may be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law. 

Massachusetts General Laws, chapter 30A, Section 20(f) requires any person making a video or audio recording of the meeting to notify the Chair at the start of the meeting.
