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DRAFT 
 
 

Minutes 
Commission for Citizens with Disabilities 

November 18, 2021 

Members Present In Person    Members Present Remotely  
Esperanza Alejandro-Berube     
Pam Cole       Members Excused 
Dennis DeMarinis, Jr.     Kim Bettencourt  
Audra DePina 
Marsha Fernandes 
Linda Haskins 
John Lobo       
George Smith 
 
Others in Attendance      
B. G. Shanklin, Architect      
Cynthia Wallquist, Executive Director 
 
Welcome & Roll Call 
 
Dennis DeMarinis, Jr., Chair, called the meeting to order @ 6:02 PM and welcomed the 
Commission’s newest member, John Lobo.  
 
Minutes 
 
George Smith moved to accept the minutes of the October 14, 2021 meeting.   Audra 
DePina seconded.   Roll Call vote.  All in favor.   
 
Old Business 
 
Polling Places 
• George Smith reported that the automatic outside door button @ Bayberry site did not 

work and there was no “vote here” signage 
• All parking spaces @ Normandin were taken 
• There was no “vote here” signage @ Campbell 

George moved to contact the Elections Commission about these concerns; Linda 
Haskins seconded. Roll call vote was unanimous in favor.   (Dennis wrote to Manny 
DeBrito during the meeting and received an immediate response offering his 
assistance and welcoming feedback on each Election Day.   He will be invited to a 
meeting in the spring to catch up.) 
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Tripp Towers 1st Floor Bathrooms 
• The Chair read the letter received from the NBHA Executive Director that was in 

response to a tenant’s complaint.   The Commission will follow up with another letter 
to get a timeframe for the installation of the key fob system for residents.  

 
Chairperson’s Report 
 
Dennis DeMarinis had nothing new to report this month other than the Campbell School 
signage issue. 
 
Executive Director’s Report 
 
Cynthia Wallquist discussed the Clear Path enrollment period that ended October 29th 
except for chemo/dialysis requests which are always taken. 33 have been accepted and 
2 more are pending (waiting for MD notes).  
 
Architect’s Report 
 
Architect BG Shanklin reported updates on the following: 

• Buttonwood Warming House. There is still no permanent Certificate of Occupancy 
for the building, as the issues with the bathrooms have not been properly addressed.  
The “handicapped accessible” stall door in the men’s room does not open all the 
way, so anyone in a wheelchair cannot use it (it bangs into a urinal on the wall) and 
anyone using an assistive mobility device has to slide in sideways.  Work has not 
started on the items in the women’s bathroom needed to correct what was done a 
couple years ago that was not ADA compliant. To his knowledge, the Facilities 
Department did not submit a variance as suggested. George Smith said he would 
contact the Mayor’s Office to get an update/timetable. 

• Carney Academy public meeting access complaint.  BG reported that he forwarded 
the complaint to Al Oliveira at NBPS.  

• City Hall Sixth Street Entrance Parking.  BG sent his suggestions to Councillor 
Lima who had raised the issue.   Councillor Lima will be invited to attend the next 
meeting and provide an update on what the Traffic Commission would consider. 

• City Hall signage still needs to be posted at the foot of City Hall steps indicating 
that the accessible entrance is on Sixth Street.  If this is not addressed by the next 
meeting, the Commission will discuss sending the complaint to the Mass. Office on 
Disability. 

• DOT Variance re: Curbcuts/Sidewalks.  BG reviewed the materials from DOT, but 
found them incomplete.  He has asked the petitioner for additional information and 
will report when it is received.  

• First Congregational Church (Lund’s Corner).  BG continues to offer his services 
to the congregation re: renovation of 1st floor space. 

• Hazelwood.  BG will contact Mary Rapoza about the ramp to the building suffering 
from wear and tear damage. 
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• Hillman St. Ramp COA.   BG reviewed a letter from the Council on Aging Board 
regarding to the lack of safe and accessible entrances to the building.  He will follow  
up with ADA Coordinator Deb Lee for clarification on some of the points that were in 
that letter.  

• PAACA.  There was nothing new to report, but a suggestion was made that 
informational materials about Vaccine clinics held there include language that the 
building is not ADA accessible with information on the sites that are.  

• Temple Landing.   There was discussion about the sidewalk issues, some of which 
Audra has experienced first-hand.  BG sent his report to the Planning Department  
(they had asked for comments) and will follow up with another site visit and an 
addendum.   A copy of what was initially sent will be attached to the minutes. 

George suggested that Rep. Cabral be invited to the January meeting to provide 
information on State laws that govern public restrooms and also to get information on 
funds that might be available to improve access in/to public buildings (City and State).  
He also talked about what Dartmouth has done re: intersections and will send BG 
information to look at.  George also moved to forward the COA letter regarding the 
Hillman St.  ADA issues to the Architectural Access Board and also send a letter about 
the Buttonwood bathrooms.   He amended his motion to not forward the letter Hillman 
letter until BG gets clarification on what he reviewed and George has an opportunity to 
speak with the Mayor’s staff about the Buttonwood timetable.  John Lobo seconded.  
Roll call vote.  Motion carried.  

Esperanza Alejandro-Berube  moved to accept the Architect’s Report; Marsha Fernandes 
seconded. Roll Call vote.   All in favor. 
 
New Business 
 
• George asked BG to check out the number of handicapped parking spaces @ Market 

Basket to see if they meet Code.  
 
Other Business 
 
• The next meeting will be December 9 and light refreshments will be provided.  
 
Adjourn 
 
Esperanza moved to adjourn at 7:00 PM; Audra seconded.  Roll call vote; all in favor.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
George Smith on behalf of  
Kimberli A. Bettencourt 
Clerk 
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Nov. 15, 2021 
 
                                                                                                           
Ms. Cynthia Wallquist, M.P.A 
Director of Community Services 
City Hall-133 William Street Rm 220 
New Bedford MA 02740 
 
RE: Request for Comments -Case #4486 – Temple Landing II (TLII) 
 
Dear Cynthia: 
 
I am writing, as requested by the New Bedford Commission for Citizens with Disabilities 
(CCWD), to review the Temple Landing II Project being presented to the Zoning Board. The 
project itself looks to meet the ADA code requirements.  There are 27 units shown and they are 
providing a total of 16 parking spaces, four of which are HDCP accessible.  The main entry to the 
new residential building is on the opposite side from parking area and that entry is located on 
Middle Street adjacent to the parking area for the Community Center.  This is going to cause 
greater use of the Community Center for visitors that may be using wheelchairs or have mobility 
issues that need adjacent parking, curb cuts and accessible pathways.  
 
The Community Center currently does not have the HDCP parking spaces and curb cuts 
required of it. The added unit count of TLII will exacerbate this. Also there are limited curb cuts 
around the Temple Landing housing site that should simultaneously be considered and provided.  
These will need street crosswalk graphics to warn drivers of on-site pathways.  Perhaps speed 
bumps might also be added.  I have added an aerial photo of the site with the required and 
suggested remedies to bring Temple Landing into compliance and to become a safer community 
for all pedestrians living at or visiting the site.  

 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Blair G. Shanklin 
Consultant to the CCWD 
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