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LICENSING BOARD MEETING   - MINUTES-                Monday, May 18, 2020 
              ZOOM CONFERENCE CALL – 7:00 p.m. 
 
REQUIRED: Steven A. Beauregard, Chairman 

           Marcelino “Sonny” G. Almeida, Commissioner  
           Edmund F. Craig, Jr., Commissioner 
           Atty. Kreg Espinola, Asst. City Solicitor 
           Capt. Adelino Sousa, Police Department Liaison to the Lic. Bd. 
           Nick Nanopoulos, Director 

 
Pursuant to a March 12th Executive Order issued by Governor Baker that provides that all members 
of a public body may participate in a meeting remotely, this New Bedford Licensing Board Meeting 
will be held remotely by way of a ‘Zoom Conference Call. 
 
Conference Call Info: Dial-In # :968-5564-5894 

      Access Code: 270766 
 

• APPROVALS RECEIVED FROM THE ABCC (0) 
 

--NONE— 
 
1. Petition - #243 - Plot # 53--253 
Servedwell Fisherman’s Pier, LLC d/b/a The Whale’s Tail, which is petitioning for a New ‘Seasonal’ Common Victualler 
(Restaurant) All Alcoholic Beverages License under M.G.L. Chapter 138, sec.12. Stephen Silverstein is the Sole Member, 
Sole Manager, and Sole Interest Holder of the LLC. Stephen Silverstein is also the proposed Manager of the Liquor 
License. The proposed licensed premise will consist of an area approximately 4,000 sq. ft. which will be enclosed with a 
nautical type rope and bollard barrier; with breaks in the barrier to allow for ingress and egress. The enclosed area will include 
a wooden take out only ‘clam shack’ approximately 16’ x 14’ along with an adjacent outdoor table/eating area. The enclosed 
area also includes a building approximately 64’ x 24’ known as the Wharfinger Building, which includes a room (approx. 53 
sq. ft.) for the storage of alcohol and two handicap restrooms; the building also includes an area approximately 730 sq. ft., 
which is being planned to be used as a dock side style café in the future with a portion of the building to continue to operate as 
a Visitor’s Center.  There will also be an additional outdoor table/eating area on the south side of the building. Alcohol will 
only be served out of the ‘clam shack’ and stored in the Wharfinger Building at the present time; with plans to serve alcohol in 
the café once completed. The enclosed area is located on the southwest side of Pier 3 and will be numbered 52 Fisherman’s 
Wharf.  
Final approval will require a ‘Change of Tenant’ from the Building Department, a ‘Food Permit’ from the Health 
Department, ‘Proof of Liquor Liability’, and 304 Certificates from the Fire & Building Depts. 
Application Has Been Advertised; Abutters’ Have Been Notified 
Present: Atty. Michael Kehoe along with Stephen Silverstein, Proposed Manager and Owner 
Responding to questions from Chairman Beauregard, Atty. Kehoe stated, this particular property was subject to an RFP 
which we’re the successful bidders on … part of the project was to keep the Visitor’s Center … and the other was to make 
this into something that would be an attraction … the city wanted us to make it an attraction … and I think we’ve hit upon 
something … I think Steve Silverstein has hit upon something … and that is to use the small outside building as a 
traditional clam shack type of operation … where people can go to the counter and get take-out food and beverages … all 
alcohol would have to be consumed on premises … the plan for the Wharfinger Building, which quite frankly … is still 
being developed and is not for discussion tonight …but a bakery slash café might be in the works … but that would be 
later … right now we’re looking at a “seasonal clam shack” … sort of a cool vibe for that area … complimentary to the 
Black Whale … It shouldn’t affect the parking because the times are going to be a little bit different … it would be a nice 
addition to this area … I know under these times … we’re not looking to generate traffic … but I think that’s what it will 
do … it will also serve as a stopping place for folks going to or coming off the ferry service which is on the adjacent pier 
… so we think it will be a nice addition to the waterfront … one that will provide opportunities for the people that don’t 
have the time or the inclination to have a sit down dinner at the Black Whale or further down the road at Merrill’s on the 
Wharf … Steve (Silverstein) has a history of being an excellent operator of restaurants and hospitality and he understands 
how to manage a liquor license … and he knows what it takes to be a good manager of a liquor license … and he intends 
to do that … and with that I would submit that when we’re done … there’s probably not going to be anything quite like it 
on the city’s waterfront, especially in the immediate downtown area. (This concluded Atty. Kehoe’s opening remarks.)  
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When asked by Chairman Beauregard, so on A-2 of the plans, are you for immediate use of the smaller shack and the 
tables and chairs outside and not necessarily the Wharfinger Building at this time? 
Atty. Kehoe responded, that is correct … the license we are seeking is a seasonal license and if were to renovate the entire 
Wharfinger Building … chances are that would not be a seasonal license … so we’re looking at what I call the clam 
shack, which is the smaller building and the outdoor seating in that area … the only thing that would be in the Wharfinger 
Building that would be pertinent to tonight’s meeting is the storage area for alcohol … we’re going to store it there … not 
in the clam shack … and the restroom facilities. 
When asked by Chairman Beauregard, so the only people going into the clam shack are those people preparing food? 
Atty. Kehoe responded, that is correct … there is absolutely no seating within the clam shack. 
When asked by Chairman Beauregard, so how is the sale of alcohol, coming out of that building, going to be handled?  
Atty. Kehoe responded, there are going to be servers who will be certified … in fact, all of Mr. Silverstein’s employees in 
all of his restaurants are T.I.P.S. Certified … so there will be servers there that can take the beverages to any outdoor 
seating areas that are indicated on the plan. 
When asked by Chairman Beauregard, so servers will be bringing it to the table … can I go to the shack and get it? 
Atty. Kehoe responded, you can go to the window and get it with your food as well and if you want a second one … the 
servers can go and get it for you. 
Mr. Silverstein responded to questioning by Chairman Beauregard, I don’t expect that we’re going to have table service 
… and this may evolve … I have never run anything quite like it … but it’s intended to be a clam shack … you go to the 
window and place your order … now if it ever gets too busy … then I can see the possibility of an order taker standing out 
front with an iPad … but it’s intended to be window service. 
Mr. Silverstein added, the other thing I wanted to address is … on the premise … you have two seating areas … one 
seating area is immediately in front of the clam shack … or between the Wharfinger Building and the clam shack … and 
there’s another seating area that extends alongside the Wharfinger Building … along the pier … and we intend to utilize 
that as well … provided that we enclosed it … but we will not be using the interior of the building at this time except for 
the storage of alcohol … let me just clarify that … we’re not going to be serving any food or beverage of any type out of 
the Wharfinger Building … but we are obligated under our RFP to operate the visitor’s center … where we would have a 
person stationed there to answer any questions or give out information to tourists that come to New Bedford and are 
curious. 
When asked by Chairman Beauregard, can I go inside there with a drink? Mr. Silverstein responded, no. 
When asked by Chairman Beauregard, and how are you going to prevent that? Atty. Kehoe responded, well there will be 
somebody in there from the visitor’s center … so that would be one of the ways to prevent that from happening … and 
folks will be on the lookout for those types of things … we will have people in the clam shack that are actually preparing 
food … serving food and pouring beverages … but they will keep an eye on those people that are purchasing the 
beverages … I think the person inside the Wharfinger Building will be the primary. 
Regarding the seating along the Wharfinger Building , Chairman Beauregard asked, how are we preventing anybody from 
walking around that building with alcohol? 
Both Atty. Kehoe and Mr. Silverstein addressed the Chairman’s question by stating that the area would be enclosed by the 
steel railings that are currently in place and with a nautical type rope and bollard barrier with breaks in the barrier to allow 
for ingress and egress. 
When asked by Chairman Beauregard if they would be offering entertainment, Atty. Kehoe responded, no entertainment. 
Mr. Silverstein addressed the Board by stating … there is one thing that I want to clarify or at least make you aware of 
before you make your decision … we don’t intend to operate a full bar here … I’m not saying we won’t do it inside the 
Wharfinger Building … but that’s a future project … what we foresee for the clam shack is beer … wine… and maybe a 
Pier 3 Frozen Margarita … the other thing I wanted to note is … that I would like to have beer and wine in a trough-type 
container … just outside of the building … that will be supervised by a staff person … basically it would have beers and 
small bottles of wine setting in a type of ice chest. 
When asked by Chairman Beauregard, rather than serving it out of the clam shack? 
Mr. Silverstein responded, correct, but it would be supervised and manned. 
Neither Commissioner Almeida nor Commissioner Craig had any issue with that, when asked by Chairman Beauregard. 
When asked by Chairman Beauregard as to how many seats they planned on having in that immediate area outside the 
clam shack, Mr. Silverstein stated that the whole area would seat about 42 people. 
 
Voted: Commissioner Almeida made a motion to approve the petition as presented and to forward the application to the 
Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission for their approval; with a stipulation that Mr. Silverstein submits a copy of his 
T.I.P.S. Certification to the Licensing Board office within thirty (30) days of approval or prior; and that all his employees be 
‘certified’ as well, with copies of their certifications to be kept on file for review, if needed. – Unanimous 
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Voted: Commissioner Almeida made a motion to remove Item #2 off the table and to take up the petition at this time. – 
Unanimous 
 
Tabled at 05/04/20 Meeting 
2. Petition - Trans #00050-RS-0778– Plot # 103--123 
Barbosa and Raposo, Inc. d/b/a Tilia’s Café &Restaurant, Jose Barbosa, Co-Director, who is petitioning to Transfer a 
Common Victualler (Restaurant) All Alcoholic Beverages License to TCHATCHU, LLC d/b/a Morna Lounge & Grill. 
Upon approval, Mateus Jose Barbosa will be the Sole Member, Manager, and Interest Holder (100%) of the LLC; and 
Mateus Jose Barbosa is also the Proposed Manager of the Liquor License. The applicant is also requesting a Change of 
Location (Change of Address per the City of New Bedford Engineering Department) from 1615-1623 Acushnet Avenue 
to 1613-1621 Acushnet Avenue.  
The petitioner is also requesting approval of a Pledge of the Common Victualler (Restaurant) All Alcoholic Beverages 
License to Leader, N.A., 180 Massachusetts Avenue, Arlington, MA. as security to authorize and execute two (2) promissory 
notes totaling Three Hundred & Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars ($325,000.00), pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws 
Ch.138 s.23.  
The premises will remain the same as follows: The licensed premise consists of a front bar and dining area along with a rear 
dining area, which includes a bar area, stage, and dance floor. There is also a kitchen and four restrooms, with the storage of 
stock in the basement. There is an entrance/exit in the front of the building onto Acushnet Avenue and an additional 
entrance/exit on the north side of the building onto Earle Street. The premise is a one-story building situated on the northwest 
corner of Acushnet Avenue and Earle Street, and is numbered 1613-1621 Acushnet Avenue. 
Final approval will require a ‘Change of Tenant’ from the Building Department, a ‘Food Permit’ from the Health 
Department, ‘Proof of Liquor Liability’, and 304 Certificates from the Fire & Building Depts. 
Application Has Been Advertised; Abutters’ Notification Not Required 
Minutes of 05/04/20 Meeting 
Mr. Nanopoulos informed the Board that Atty. White called and requested that the application be tabled due to uncertainties 
created by the Coronavirus, which resulted in the applicant’s bank putting a hold on the financing for the purchase of the 
license.  
Voted: Commissioner Almeida made a motion to table the matter until the Board’s May 18th meeting. – Unanimous 
Present: No one was required to attend. 
Mr. Nanopoulos informed the Board that he received a call from Atty. White, who stated that the financing fell through and 
requested that the current application be withdrawn; and that a new application would be submitted with the seller holding 
paper on the transaction as part of the financing. 
 
Voted: Commissioner Almeida made a motion to approve the applicant’s request to withdraw the application with no further 
action at this time. – Unanimous 
 
*** Special One-Day Licenses (0) *** 
 

--NONE— 
 

• CORRESPONDENCE 
 

--NONE— 
 

• COMPLAINTS RECEIVED:   
  

--NONE— 
 

• REVIEW POLICE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT REPORTS/ COMPLAINTS 
 

NAME   POLICE REPORT#  DATE   VIOLATION 
 

--NONE— 
 

• NEXT TWO MEETING DATES: June 22nd & July 27th both on Monday nights & both to be held remotely.- 
Confirmed 

 
• MEETING ADJOURNED: 7:31 p.m. 


