
 
 

Minutes of the Board of Library Trustees 
The Board of Library Trustees met on May 26, 3:30 PM 

Remotely via Zoom  
 

 
Present: Diana Henry, Vice-Chair 

Carl J. Cruz 
Elsie R. Fraga 

  Helen Rogers 
  Ann R. O’Leary 
  Father Kevin Harrington 
  Kimberly S. Ferreira 
  Olivia Melo, Director 
  Carmen Brodeur, Account Clerk 
 
Excused: Very Rev. Constantine S. Bebis 
  Lee Blake 
   
    
Called to order:  Ms. Henry called the meeting to order at 3:34 p.m. 
 

Mr. Cruz made a motion to accept the minutes of the February Trustees’ meeting; it was 
seconded by Mrs. Fraga, and unanimously approved. 
 
 Mr Cruz asked for a moment of silence and asked Father Harrington to lead all in a 
prayer in dedication to former New Bedford Mayor, Rosemary Tierney, who had recently passed 
away. 

 
STAFF REPORTS 
 Ms. Rogers made a motion to accept the staff reports; seconded by Mr. Cruz and 
unanimously approved. 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT  
 Ms. Henry tabled the report to the June Trustee’s meeting. 
      
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

1. Art:   Nothing to report. 
 
Mr. Cruz commended Art Curator, Alexandra Copeland for the interview and virtual tour 
she participated in with New Bedford Cable Access.  The video is also posted on the 
Library’s Facebook page, making the Art Collection accessible to our patrons who use 
social media as a resource for local information.  Ms. Henry agreed with Mr. Cruz, as did 
the rest of the Board, that Ms. Copeland is an asset to the library and the city. 

 



2. Building:  Father Kevin Harrington, Chair – The Building Committee met with Ms. 
Melo to be updated on the role of the Committee.  

 
3. Development:  Ms. Kimberly Ferreira, Chair – Nothing to report. 

  
4. Finance: Ms. Fraga, Chair - Nothing to report.   

 
5. Personnel:  Ms. Rogers, Chair – Ms. Ms. Samantha Cesario started on April 6th as 

Manager at the Howland Green Branch. 
 

6. Policy: Ms. Blake, Chair – Nothing to report. 
 

7. Scholarships: Mr. Cruz, Chair – The Scholarship Committee received two applications 
for the Yaeger Scholarship this year. A meeting will be scheduled to interview the 
candidates for the award of $2,500 this year.  

 
Ms. O’Leary made a motion to accept the Committee reports; seconded by Ms. Ferreira 

and unanimously approved. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

Ms. Melo reported that Ms. Cesario was approved for hire in early March by the Mayor 
before the hiring freeze and the Covid-19 closure to the public. Ms. Melo noted that the library 
was very fortunate to have this approval for her start date of April 6th as she has been 
instrumental in pushing out virtual content of crafts and storytime to our library patrons. 
  
NEW BUSINESS 

Ms. Melo said the following Trustees were up for reappointment: 
 Elsie R.  Fraga [2020-2023] and Helen Rogers [2020-2023] 
 
Ms. Jodi Goodman applied for the Community Preservation Act Grant (CPA), and was 

awarded funding in the amount of $10,000 for the digitization and preservation of 76 whaling 
logbooks. 

 
The libraries were closed to the public starting back on Tuesday, March 17th due to 

Covid-19. Some of the library staff chose to use sick time during the closure in March and some 
chose to work in the buildings.  During the two weeks of March, everyone was assigned tutorials 
to be completed at home and/or in the library and some were assigned tasks if they chose to stay 
home and not want to use sick time.  

 
As of April 6th, all AFSCME employees were placed on Covid-19 leave and only 

managers reported to work to maintain services via email, phone and social media outreach. All 
staff is expected to return to work on Monday, June 1st, for a schedule of 9-5pm, Monday 
through Friday. 

 



All branches, including Main, began curbside pickup on May 26th for those items which 
had been on the hold shelf at the time of public closure.  Full curbside pickup service to begin on 
June 1st when patrons can place holds to pick up or call in advance for items. 

 
 Fr. Harrington asked what plan was in place to safely navigate the curbside pickup.  Ms. 

Melo informed the Board that library staff is expected to follow the CDC guidelines of wearing 
masks, social distancing and frequent hand washing.  Items returned will be set aside for 72 hour 
quarantine and items handed to patrons will be placed in a bin, or a bag, for contactless service. 

 
Mr. Cruz asked where the information on this service could be found and Ms. Melo 

replied it was emailed via the newsletter and may also be found on the library’s web page. 
 

 
COMMUNICATION 

Mr. Cruz expressed his concern regarding the libraries re-opening to the public and the 
use of the public restrooms for the safety of staff and patrons. Ms. Melo anticipates the Board of 
Health will ask that all public restrooms be locked to the public. By law, the restrooms need to be 
opened if someone asks to use them. The custodians will sanitize the restrooms in the morning 
and throughout their shift, but they are not in the building the entire time we are open.  Patrons 
will be advised of the CDC guidelines and it will be a “use at your own risk” scenario.  All of 
this is pending information from the Board of Health and the Mayor’s office. 

 
 
NEXT MEETING: 
 Regular meeting: Tuesday, June 30, 2019 at 3:30 pm. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 3:56 pm. 
 
 
 
Clerk, 
Carl Cruz 
 
 


