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CITY OF NEW BEDFORD 
HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

133 William Street, New Bedford, Massachusetts 02740 

(508) 979.1488 

 
 

MINUTES 
 February 3, 2020 

  City Hall, Ashley Room, 133 William Street 
 

Members Present:    
 

  

Diana Henry, Chair  Alex Jardin 

Bill King, Vice Chair 
James Lopes 
Janine da Silva 
Secretary: 
Anne Louro, Preservation Planner 

Tabitha Harkin 
Anna Surma 
Bill Barr 

 

 
 
Call to Order: 
D. Henry called the meeting to order at 6:01 P.M. 
 
Roll Call:  
A formal roll call was conducted confirming a quorum of the members present as stated above. 

 
Approval of Minutes: 
The minutes of the of the December 2, 2019 and January 8, 2020 meetings were not yet available.   
 
Public Hearings:  
 
Case #2020.01– 93 Union Street (Map 53, Lot 154) 
Certificate of Appropriateness: Signage  
 
Derek Yates from Image Signs presented the application.  Mr. Yates described the location of the signage on the 
building and the post sign in the parking lot as well the sizes and material type.  He explained that the sign 
materials consist of a 1/8” aluminum backing for stability with applied ½” PVC (screwed from the rear) with cut 
logo and lettering, painted. The wall sign will be installed to the building facade with anchor screws and the post 
sign will consist of two sign faces applied to each side of the existing posts, anchored from the rear, and the 
existing gap to be filled with aluminum. He noted that the aluminum which will fill the approximate six inch gap 
between the signs would be painted white to match the sign color. 

 
MOTION to open the public hearing. Moved by B. Barr and seconded by B. King 
Motion carried. 
There were no public comments offered or recorded in favor of the petition, nor in opposition to the petition. 
 
MOTION to close the public hearing. Moved J. Lopes and seconded by B. Barr 
Motion carried. 
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Members asked if the metal sign- posts could be boxed in and trimmed with PVC to provide a more finished 
look and compliment the new signage. Mr. Yates confirmed that could be accomplished and members 
suggested that a sketch be provided to Staff for approval.  
 
MOTION to approve Case #2020.01 – 93 Union St (Map 53, Lot 154) for signage as presented in the submitted 
application with the condition that a sketch of the post covers be submitted to Staff prior to the issuance of a 
Certificate and Building Permit. 
Motion moved by J. da Silva and seconded by B. King 
Motion carried. 
 
New Business: 

• Election of Officers 
Members discussed the retention of D. Henry as Chair, B. King as Vice Chair and A. Louro as Secretary, 
with all members in agreement. 

 
MOTION to reelect the current slate of officers. 
Motion moved by J. Lopes and seconded by A. Jardin 
Motion carried. 
 

• Fee Schedule  
A. Louro presented the members with a proposed fee schedule for Certificates and Demolition 
Applications. There was discussion relative to the use of a tiered fee schedule for different local districts, 
with the anticipation that two new local districts were being established, which were primarily 
residential in nature. A. Louro explained that the CNA application expended very little staff time and the 
proposal to have no fee associated with the CNA was a means to encourage maintenance. She also 
noted that demolition expends significant staff time and that there is currently no fee associated with 
that process.  
 

MOTION to approve the proposed application fees presented by Staff to be effective immediately.  
Motion moved by J. da Silva and seconded by B. King 
Motion carried. 
 

• 40C District Report Review  
A. Louro presented members with the draft reports of the two new local historic districts proposed for 
the Mechanics Lane and Seventh Street neighborhoods. She explained the current schedule, explaining 
that she would meet once again with the neighbors to update them on the process and that the reports 
would be sent to the Planning Board and to the Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) most likely 
in March. She noted that after 60 days, the NBHC would hold a public hearing at which the resident’s, 
Planning Board’s and MHC’s comments could be considered and incorporated into the reports. At that 
time the matter would be sent to City Council for consideration.  
 
J. Lopes and J da Silva volunteered to review the two report narratives and send their comments to staff, 
particularly focusing on the updated terms related to slavery. A. Louro explained that once she received 
comments and edits, she would update the reports and make them public by posting on the NBHC 
webpage.  
 

Old Business: 
Bill King asked about the exposed ductwork at Tia Maria’s restaurant with A. Louro explaining that there was 
misunderstanding between Inspectional Services, herself and the contractor relative to the rejection of the 
initial proposed plan to cover the ductwork. She explained that the materials must be flame retardant and that 
she was currently working with Inspectional Services to determine appropriate materials.  
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Other: 
A. Louro briefly updated members on several Certificates of Non- Applicability and support letters.  
 
B. Barr asked if the Commission could review the café seating regulations and develop a set of design choices 
which would provide consistency within the district. It was determined that a sub-committee consisting of B. 
Barr, A. Jardin, A. Surma and T. Harkin would form to address the matter.  

 
Adjourn   
There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was moved by B. King and seconded by J. Lopes. The 
motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 
 
NEXT MEETING Monday, March 2, 2020 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Anne Louro 
Secretary to the Historical Commission 
Preservation Planner 
Approved: March 2, 2020 
 
 


