
CITY OF NEW BEDFORD 
HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

133 William Street, New Bedford, Massachusetts 02740 

(508) 979.1488 

 

MINUTES 
 April 6, 2020 

  REMOTE 
 

Members Present:    Member Absent: 
  
Diana Henry, Chair  Bill Barr 
Bill King, Vice Chair 
James Lopes 
Janine da Silva 
Tabitha Harkin 
Alex Jardin 
Anna Surma 
Jennifer White Smith 
Secretary: 
Anne Louro, Preservation Planner 

 
 
 

 
 

Call to Order: 
D. Henry called the meeting to order at 6:03 P.M. and describes the purpose of the remote session due to the 
restrictions related to the Covid-19 pandemic.  
 
Roll Call:  
A formal roll call was conducted confirming a quorum of the members present as stated above. The Chair designated A. 
Jardin to serve in the position of a Historical Association. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
The minutes of the of the December 2, 2019, January 8, 2020, and March 2, 2020 meetings were approved.   
 
Public Hearings:  
 
Case #2020.03 – 31 Union Street (Map 53, Lot 198A) 
Certificate of Appropriateness: Signage 

 
A. Louro presented the application on behalf of the applicant, suggesting that the sign bracket be installed in the 
building’s corner board, similar to the building’ s existing signage.  Jacob Schwarz, the proprietor of the business, 
agreed that type of installation was his intention.   

 
MOTION to open the public hearing. Moved by B. King and seconded by A. Jardin. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote.  
There were no public comments offered or recorded in favor of the petition, nor in opposition to the petition. 



 
MOTION to close the public hearing. Moved B. King and seconded by A. Jardin. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote. 
 
There was no member discussion.  
 
 
MOTION to approve Case #2020.03 – 31 Union Street (Map 53, Lot a98A) for signage as presented.   
Motion moved by J. da Silva and seconded by B. King.  
Motion carried with a roll call vote. 
 
Case #2020.04 – 18 Johnny Cake Hill (Map 53, Lot 161) 
Certificate of Appropriateness: Signage 
 
A. Louro presented the application on behalf of the applicant, describing the proposed locations for temporary 
digitally printed banners which will depict artist renderings of historic southcoast women who were civically engaged 
in the endorsement of the 19th amendment, along with text which will include biographies, dates and short quotes. 
The banners will be installed and displayed from August- December 2020. A. Louro expressed concern relative to the 
installation of a large vinyl banner covering a wood window and the potential damage it could do.  
 
J. da Silva questioned why the proposed banners for the Cuffe Park wall could not be installed within the existing wall 
“windows”. Christina Turner, from the Whaling Museum, explained that due to the temporary nature of the banners, 
and difficulty replacing the window inserts, it was determined to lock the banner installation points onto the exterior 
of the window frames.  
 
Ms. Turner also noted that the proposed banner covering the window on the Wood Building could be installed at 
another location, or perhaps not at all.  
 
MOTION to open the public hearing. Moved by B. King and seconded by A. Jardin. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote. 
There were no public comments offered or recorded in favor of the petition, nor in opposition to the petition. 
 
MOTION to close the public hearing. Moved B. King and seconded by A. Jardin. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote.  
 
Members briefly discussed the mounting methods for the banners and asked the applicant to work with staff relative to 
that matter.   
 
MOTION to approve Case #2020.04 – 18 Johnny Cake Hill (Map 53, Lot 161) for signage as presented with the 
condition that the applicant and sign company meet with staff to confirm mounting methods prior to installation.   
Motion moved by J. da Silva and seconded by J. Lopes.  
Motion carried with a roll call vote.  
 
Case #2020.05 - 34 Union Street (Map 47, Lot 39) 
Certificate of Appropriateness: Signage, exterior rehabilitation. 
 
A. Louro presented the application on behalf of the applicant, describing the proposal to include the storefronts at 34 
Union Street and 40-44 Union Street which are being leased to a new tenant who plans to operate a 



restauarant/bar/arcade. The applicant is seeking a Certificate of Appropriateness for signage and general 
rehabilitation to include repairs, in-kind replacement of materials and installation of new entry doors and paint.  
 
A. Loro explianed that the applicant’s sign manufacture was unable to provide the sign specification and that the 
applicant did not yet have a specific door chosen. The business proprietor, Adam Katz, explained that he would 
provide that information as soon as possible and described his intent to paint the entire storefront black.   
 
MOTION to open the public hearing. Moved by J. Lopes and seconded by A. Jardin. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote.  
There were no public comments offered or recorded in favor of the petition, nor in opposition to the petition. 
 
MOTION to close the public hearing. Moved T. Harkin and seconded by A. Jardin. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote. 
 
Members discussed the proposed paint color and were unsure that the lack of contrast on the trim and panels would 
work well. Members also deliberated as to whether to vote only on the paint or to continue the matter until all the 
information and specifications for the signage and doors was provided. Members determined to continue the matter.  
 
MOTION to continue Case #2020.05 - 34 Union Street (Map 47, Lot 39) to the May 4, 2020 meeting.  
Motion moved by J. da Silva and seconded by B. King.  
Motion carried with a roll call vote.  
 
Case #2020.06 - 23 Robeson Street (Map 71, Lot 45) 
Partial Demolition Request 
 
A. Louro presented the demolition request, explaining that the current owner purchased this property as an investment at 
the end of 2019 and received a Building Permit to replace only the roof and windows. The owner exceeded the scope of the 
Building Permit, performing work on the interior as well as to the exterior porches, cornices and gutters.  As a result of the 
Department of Inspectional Services (DIS) enforcement, the property owner has sought an additional permit which includes 
the demolition of a two-story bay on the building’s east façade 
 
A. Louro explained that the demolition review was twofold; review the proposed partial demolition of the building’s east 
façade and determine whether the partial demolition of the building’s porches was undertaken without first obtaining a 
demolition permit in accordance with the provisions of Sections 2-157 through 2-157.9. 

 
She described the building as a contributing property (NBE.419) within the Acushnet Heights National Register District 
and its association with the political and social history of the city, as it was constructed in 1903 by Thomas Desmond, a 
local leading attorney and a City Solicitor for several years. The Desmond family also constructed the abutting properties 
at 17 and 27 Robeson Street. This house is locally known as the longtime residence of former Senator, Councilor and 
Mayor George Rogers. She also noted the building’s architectural significance as it embodies the distinctive 
characteristics of the Queen Anne style. The subject building is part of a group of buildings which share identical 
architectural features. 
 
A. Louro noted that the side and rear porches retained most of their character defining features, however the front 
porch would require alteration to make it acceptable.  
 
J. da Silva voiced concern with the removal of the east bay which had a tripart window on each story with stained glass 
transoms on the first story windows. She did not like the proposal of replacing the tripart windows with a single window 



on each story and preferred the reuse of the stained glass window in the new formation. The property owner, Philip 
Pereira explained that it would be more cost-effective to use a single window but would conform with the Commission’s 
directives.  
 
A. Surma voiced her concerns about the stained glass being exposed to weather and that perhaps it could be placed 
behind the glass as a decorative element. She also confirmed with the owner that the interior layout could 
accommodate the width of a tripart window.  
 
MOTION to open the public hearing. Moved by B. King and seconded by A. Jardin. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote.  
There were no public comments offered or recorded in favor of the petition, nor in opposition to the petition. 
 
MOTION to close the public hearing. Moved B. King and seconded by A. Jardin. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote.  
 
Members discussed the front porch reconstruction with A. Surma requesting a thicker post support and that the 
current post be cased to a wider width. Mr. Pereira agreed with that suggestion.  
 
J. Lopes suggested that the demolition compliance be conditioned that the applicant work with staff to mitigate the 
demolition of the front porch by following Staff’s specifications provided within the Staff Report. The members were 
unanimous in their agreement.  
 
MOTION to send a recommendation to the New Bedford City Council that the building at 23 Robeson Street is 
Historically Significant but the east façade bay is not a Preferably Preserved Historic Structure.  
Motion moved by J. da Silva and seconded by A. Jardin. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote.  

 
Other: 

Abolition Row Park Plan Review 
 
A. Louro explained that the City was working with the New Bedford Historical Society and a landscape design firm to 
develop the final plans for the new Abolition Row Park which will be located in the proposed 40C local historic district. 
Because the district is not yet in place, it is not necessary for the entire commission to review the plan and A. Louro 
prosed that a sub-committee be formed to provide that review. She suggested that the Chair along with J. da Silva and 
T. Harkin be part of the committee due to their prior involvement in the park development.  
 
MOTION to form a sub-committee comprised of D. Henry, J. da Silva and T. Harkin to review the plans for the 
proposed Abolition Row Park.  
Motion moved by J. da Silva and seconded by J. Lopes. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote.  

 
Adjourn   
There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was moved by J. da Silva and seconded by J. Lopes. The motion 
carried with a roll call vote.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 
 
NEXT MEETING Monday, May 4, 2020 
 

 



Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
Anne Louro 
Secretary to the Historical Commission 
Preservation Planner 
Approved: May 4, 2020 
 
 


