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CITY OF NEW BEDFORD 
HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

133 William Street, New Bedford, Massachusetts 02740 

(508) 979.1488 

 

MINUTES 
 March 2, 2020 

  City Hall, Arthur Caron Room, 133 William Street 
 

Members Present:    Member Absent:   

Diana Henry, Chair  Bill Barr 

Bill King, Vice Chair 
James Lopes 
Janine da Silva 
Alex Jardin 
Anna Surma 
Jennifer White Smith 
Secretary: 
Anne Louro, Preservation Planner 

Tabitha Harkin 
 
 

 

 
Call to Order: 
D. Henry called the meeting to order at 6:01 P.M. 
 
Roll Call:  
A formal roll call was conducted confirming a quorum of the members present as stated above. The Chair 
designated J. Smith to serve in the position of the Planning member and A. Jardin in the position of a Historical 
Organization member.  

 
Approval of Minutes: 
The minutes of the of the December 2, 2019 and January 8, 2020 meetings were not yet reviewed by the 
members, therefore it was determined to approve them at the April meeting.  The February 3, 2020 meeting 
minutes were approved.  
 
Public Hearings:  
 
Case #2020.02– 13 Centre Street (Map 53, Lot 87) 
Certificate of Appropriateness: Signage  
 
Michael St. Pierre, the proprietor of the business presented the application, stating that it was his intent to 
match the existing signage on the building. When asked about the location of the blade sign, Mr. St. Pierre stated 
that he planned on locating the sign slightly above, and to the west of the current blade sign. Members asked if 
Mr. St. Pierre would consider adjusting the placement of the blade sign to align above the current sign. Members 
discussed the desire for uniformity and alignment and Mr. St. Pierre agreed to the modification.  

 
MOTION to open the public hearing. Moved by j. da Silva and seconded by J. Lopes 
Motion carried. 
There were no public comments offered or recorded in favor of the petition, nor in opposition to the petition. 
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MOTION to close the public hearing. Moved J. da Silva and seconded by B. King 
Motion carried. 
 
A. Louro noted that the proposed signs were slightly larger than the existing, and because of the design 
similarities, matching sized may be preferable. The member and Mr. St. Pierre agreed to the size modification. 
A. Louro also suggested that the sign manufacturer may have made the earlier signs slightly larger and that she 
would follow up with Village Signs for confirmation.  
 
MOTION to approve Case #2020.02 – 13 Centre Street (Map 53, Lot 87) for signage with modifications to size 
and location of blade sign and with the condition that installation of signage occur within the masonry mortar 
joints.  
Motion moved by J. da Silva and seconded by J. Lopes 
Motion carried. 
 
Other: 
A. Louro briefly updated members on a support letter for HallKeen’s capital improvements to the Wamsutta 
Apartments.  
 
She also updated on her recent meetings regarding the two new local historic districts proposed for the 
Mechanics Lane and Seventh Street neighborhoods. She noted the general positive reception and updated the 
current schedule to the Planning Board and to the Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) to occur in April. 
She noted that after 60 days, the NBHC would hold a public hearing at which the resident’s, Planning Board’s 
and MHC’s comments could be considered and incorporated into the reports in late June or early July and at 
that time the matter would be sent to City Council for consideration.  
 
D. Henry asked about the exposed ductwork at Tia Maria’s restaurant with A. Louro explaining that she was 
working with Inspectional Services to determine the appropriate fire retardant materials which would meet 
federal and local building codes.  
 
A. Jardin inquired about appropriate window replacement color for the building at 89 N Water Street, with 
members agreeing that white was not preferable. A. Louro stated that she had a historic image of the property 
and would refer to it and send to him.  
 
A. Jardin stated that SuperFlat would be proposing a mural on the east façade of 23 Centre Street and wanted 
to know the upcoming NBHC schedule for submittals and hearings to pass along to the mural proponents. A. 
Louro provided the April and May submission deadlines and members noted that the artist should present when 
they have the necessary information such as mural size, scale, location, materials and color palette.  
 
A. Louro informed members that Kath Dehner is being required to add gutters and downspouts to her building 
at 24-26 N Water Street and would like to use aluminum gutters. A. Louro informed members that she had 
advised Ms. Dehner that the Commission most likely would not approve that material. On behalf of Ms. Dehner, 
A. Louro also polled members relative to a proposed plaque Ms. Dehner would like to affix to a building she 
constructed in the year 2000 at 30 N Water Street. Members were opposed to a plaque which would provide a 
false sense of historical timeline and noted that she no longer owned the building.  
 
B. King informed members and staff that an electric car changing station had been recently installed near the 
loading dock of 23 Centre Street. Staff noted that this was the third instance in the last year in which the property 
owner had not sought a certificate or a building permit for work at the property. A. Louro stated she would 
investigate the matter.  
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Adjourn   
There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was moved by B. King and seconded by J. Lopes. The 
motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 6:41 p.m. 
 
NEXT MEETING Monday, April 6, 2020 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Anne Louro 
Secretary to the Historical Commission 
Preservation Planner 
Approved: April 6, 2020 
 
 


