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February 10, 2020 

New Bedford Conservation Commission  

133 William St, Room 321 

New Bedford MA 02740 

  

Re: Riverside Park Invasive Species Management Notice of Intent  

 

Dear New Bedford Conservation Commission: 

The City of New Bedford Parks, Recreation & Beaches Department is pleased to submit this Notice of 

Intent (NOI) for the proposed Invasive Species Management and stormwater basin plantings at Riverside 

Park (Map 100 Lot 83). This is a joint filing under the Wetland Protection Act and the City of New 

Bedford Wetland Protection Ordinance.  

 

The title of all documents enclosed are as follows: 

• WPA Form 3-Notice of Intent  

• Certified Abutter List 

• Abutter Notification Form 

• Affidavit of Service 

• USGS Site Locus  

• Invasive Species Management Plan 

 

I. Existing Conditions  

The proposed invasive species management (ISM) area is located on the northern end of Riverside Park, 

south of the existing stormwater basin near the basketball court. This undeveloped portion of the site is 

separated from the basketball court by a paved access roadway. Resource areas present within the 

proposed ISM area consists of bank and the 25’ riverfront area associated with the Acushnet River. 

Vegetative coverage within the area is dominated by invasive species. Table 1 contains a list of invasive 

species identified in the area. The area is in dire need of invasive management (Photo 4 & 5). The 

invasive plants are displacing the native plant community and forming monocultures which are blocking 

park visitors’ view of the Acushnet River.  
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Table 1: Invasive plants located within ISM area. 

                                            
Photo 1: View of the invasive species management area (1/26/2020) 

                                                           
Photo 2: Invaisve Species management area (1/26/20)  

Common name Scientific Name  Status  

Phragmites Phragmites australis Invasive 

Multi flora rose Rosa multiflora  Invasive 

Honeysuckle Lonicera japonica Invasive 

Black Swallow Wort Cynanchum L. Invasive 

Autumn Olive  Elaeagnus umbellata  Invasive 

Oriental bittersweed  

Celastrus 

orbiculatus Thunb. Invasive 
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Photo 3: Stormwater basin seeding area. 

II. Proposed Conditions  

The project is proposing invasive species and poison ivy removal along the northern area of the site (see 

attached ISMP) using goats (goatscaping). The animals will be deployed in the invasive species 

management area where they will be allowed to eat the invasive plants while fertilizing the area. 

Following the invasive removal, the work area will be seeded with a native seed mix to prevent erosion 

and to reestablish native plant cover. The work will take place within the banks of the Acushnet River, 

25’ ft riverfront area, 25’ salt marsh buffer zone, and the 100’ salt marsh buffer zone. No herbicide use 

and no tree removal are being proposed.  For more information, refer to the attached ISMP plan.  

The proposed work seeks to complement the invasive species management work performed by the EPA 

adjacent and south of proposed ISM area (Photo 6). The project is also proposing to seed the existing 

stormwater basin with the New England Wetland Plans, Inc’s New England Erosion Control/Restoration 

Mix for Detention Basins and Moist Sites a native seed mix (see Appendix C of the attached ISMP) 
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Photo 4: 2/4/2020. The ISM area is currently overgrown by invasive species such as bittersweet. 

                                                             
Photo 5: ISM area 2/4/2020 
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Photo 6: Successful invasive species management by the EPA south of the proposed project ISM area. 

The project aims to obtain a similar result.  

 

III. Compliance with Performance Standards under the Wetland Protection Act: 

The proposed vegetation management will take place within the banks of the Acushnet River, 25’ ft 

riverfront area, and the 100’ salt marsh buffer zone, therefore rule 310 CMR 10.58 and 310 CMR 10.54 

are applicable. There are no specific performance standards for work in buffer zone under the WPA. 

3.1 Compliance with Performance Standards for Bank-Rule 310 CMR 10.54(4) 

Rule 310 CMR 10.54(4) General Performance Standard for work in bank resource areas, states 

the following: 

 

(a) Where the presumption set forth in 310 CMR 10.54(3) is not overcome, any proposed 

work on a Bank shall not impair the following: 

 

1. the physical stability of the Bank; 

 

The proposed invasive species removal will not compromise the physical stability of the banks. 

The bank within the ISM area is currently overgrown with invasive species which are adversely 

affecting native vegetation. Following the invasive plant removal, the work area will be seeded 

with a native seed mix. Removing invasive and re-planting the area will allow the native plant 

community to re-establish, preserve existing trees that are engulfed by oriental bittersweet, and 

further contribute to the stability of the banks. 
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2. the water carrying capacity of the existing channel within the Bank; 

 

No work is being proposed that would alter the water carrying capacity of the Acushnet River 

water channel.  

 

3. ground water and surface water quality; 

 

The proposed work consists of the removal of invasive species by means of goatscaping. The 

work will not have an adverse impact on groundwater and surface water quality.  

 

4. the capacity of the Bank to provide breeding habitat, escape cover and food for 

fisheries; 

 

The proposed work will enhance the capacity of the banks to provide wildlife habitat by 

removing invasive plant monocultures which are of low value to wildlife. The work area will be 

seeded with a native plant seed mix designed to provide permanent cover of grasses, 

wildflowers, and legumes.  

 

5. the capacity of the Bank to provide important wildlife habitat functions. A project 

or projects on a single lot, for which Notice(s) of Intent is filed on or after November 1, 1987, 

that (cumulatively) alter(s) up to 10% or 50 feet (whichever is less) of the length 

of the bank found to be significant to the protection of wildlife habitat, shall not be 

deemed to impair its capacity to provide important wildlife habitat functions.  

 

The proposed vegetation management will not compromise the capacity of the bank to provide 

important wildlife habitat functions. The project is proposing invasive species management in -/+ 

800 linear feet of bank using goats. The area will be seeded following the vegetation 

management work with a native plant seed mix.  
 

3.2 Compliance with Performance Standards for Work within the Riverfront Area  

 

3.2.1 Alternative Analysis: 

 

Rule 310 CMR 10.58(4) states the following: 

 

(4) General Performance Standard. Where the presumption set forth in 310 CMR 10.58(3) is 

not overcome, the applicant shall prove by a preponderance of the evidence that there are no 

practicable and substantially equivalent economic alternatives to the proposed project with less 

adverse effects on the interests identified in M.G.L. c.131 § 40 and that the work, including 

proposed mitigation, will have no significant adverse impact on the riverfront area to protect 

the interests identified in M.G.L. c. 131 § 40. 

 

The proposed work consists of the removal of invasive species within the riverfront area of the 

Acushnet River in a densely developed area (25’ riverfront). There are no practicable and 

substantially equivalent economic alternatives to the proposed project with less adverse effects 
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on the interest of identified in M.G.L. c.131 § 40. Furthermore, the work will not have a 

significant adverse impact on the riverfront area. The area is currently overgrown with invasive 

plants that are displacing the native plant community. The area is in dire need of invasive species 

management. The proponent is proposing to address the problem by removing invasives and 

seeding the area. The alternative to goatscaping would be the used of herbicides. Broadcasting 

spraying of herbicides adjacent to a river could potentially affect water quality. Application of 

herbicides using the cut-stump method would be favored instead of broadcasting. With the cut-

stump method an herbicide solution is applied directly to the stump top immediately after cutting down 

the plant. The herbicide kills the stump and prevents new growth that would normally occur after cutting 

alone. The cut stump method is labor intensive, more costly, while not fully eliminating the potential 

adverse environmental impacts of herbicide use.  As such the use of goats is the preferred method as it is 

more cost effective while having the least environmental impact.  

3.2.2 Compliance with Riverfront Performance Standards 

 

(a) Protection of Other Resource Areas. The work shall meet the performance standards 

for all other resource areas within the riverfront area, as identified in 310 CMR 10.30 

(Coastal Bank), 10.32 (Salt Marsh), 10.55 (Bordering Vegetated Wetland), and 10.57 (Land 

Subject to Flooding). 

The proposed work meets all the applicable performance standards for all resource areas within 

the 25’ riverfront area.  

(b) Protection of Rare Species. No project may be permitted within the riverfront area 

which will have any adverse effect on specified habitat sites of rare wetland or upland, 

vertebrate or invertebrate species, as identified by the procedures established under 310 CMR 

10.59 or 10.37, or which will have any adverse effect on vernal pool habitat certified prior 

to the filing of the Notice of Intent. 

According to MassGIS the site is not located within an NHEPS Estimated or Priority Habitat of 

Rare Species. There are no potential or certified vernal pools located within the work area.  

(c) Practicable and Substantially Equivalent Economic Alternatives. There must be no 

practicable and substantially equivalent economic alternative to the proposed project with 

less adverse effects on the interests identified in M.G.L. c. 131 § 40. 

There are no practicable and substantially equivalent economic alternatives to the proposed 

project with less adverse effects on the interest of the Act and M.G.L. c. 131 § 40. Refer to 

Section 3.2.1 

(d) No Significant Adverse Impact. The work, including proposed mitigation measures, 

must have no significant adverse impact on the riverfront area to protect the interests 

identified in M.G.L. c. 131, § 40. 

The proposed work will benefit the riverfront area by removing invasive plants and help reclaim 

the area with a native plant seed mix. 

2. Within 25 foot riverfront areas, any proposed work shall cause no significant adverse 
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impact by: 

 

a. Limiting alteration to the maximum extent feasible, and at a minimum, preserving 

or establishing a corridor of undisturbed vegetation of a maximum feasible width. 

Replication and compensatory storage required to meet other resource area 

performance standards are allowed within this area; structural stormwater 

management measures shall be allowed only when there is no practicable alternative; 

 

The proposed work will not cause significant adverse impacts to the riverfront area. Following 

the removal of invasive species, the area will be seeded so as to establish a corridor of 

undisturbed vegetation. No loss of flood storage is proposed.  

 

b. Providing stormwater management according to standards established by the 

Department; 

 

Not applicable. No new impervious cover is being proposed. 

 

c. Preserving the capacity of the riverfront area to provide important wildlife habitat 

functions. Work shall not result in an impairment of the capacity to provide vernal 

pool habitat when identified by evidence from a competent source but not yet 

certified; and 

 

There are no potential or certified vernal pools located within the work area. 

 

d. Proposed work shall not impair groundwater or surface water quality by 

incorporating erosion and sedimentation controls and other measures to attenuate 

nonpoint source pollution. 

No herbicides use is being proposed. The proposed work will not impair groundwater or surface 

water.  
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Notification to Abutters Under the 

Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act 

 
In accordance with the second paragraph of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 

131, Section 40, you are hereby notified of the following: 

 

A. The name of the applicant is City of New Bedford Parks, Recreation, & Beaches  

 

B. The applicant has filed a Notice of Intent with the Conservation Commission for the 

municipality of New Bedford seeking permission to remove, fill, dredge or alter an Area 

Subject to Protection Under the Wetlands Protection Act (General Laws Chapter 131, 

Section 40). 

 

C. The address of the lot where the activity is proposed is ES Belleville Ave & SS 

Coffin Ave (Assessor's Map 100 Lots 83). 

 

D. Copies of the Notice of Intent may be examined at the New Bedford Conservation 

Commission office at 133 William Street, Room 304 (Office of Environmental 

Stewardship) – New Bedford, MA 02740 between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. 

on Monday through Friday. 

 

E. Copies of the Notice of Intent may also be obtained from the applicant by calling: New 

Bedford Parks, Recreation, & Beaches at (508) 961-3015 between the hours of 8:00 am 

and 4:00 pm on Monday – Friday. 

 

F. Information regarding the date, time and place of the public hearing may be obtained 

from the NEW BEDFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION by calling: (508)991-

6188. 

 

NOTE: Notice of the public hearing, including its date, time, and place, will be published 

at least five (5) days in advance in a publication with general circulation in the Community. 

 

NOTE: Notice of the public hearing, including its date, time, and place, will be posted in 

the City or Town Hall not less than forty-eight (48) hours in advance. 

 

NOTE: You also may contact the nearest Department of Environmental Protection 

Regional Office for more information about this application or the Wetlands Protection 

Act. To contact DEP, call: (508) 946-2700 
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Riverside Park Vegetative Management Plan 

1. Introduction and Existing Conditions 

The invasive species management (ISM) area is located in the northern end of  Riverside Park along the banks of 

Acushnet River (Appendix A). The undeveloped portion of the site is separated from the basketball court by a paved 

access roadway. Resources present within the proposed ISM area consists of bank and the 25’ riverfront area associated 

with the Acushnet River. Table 1 contains a list of invasive species identified in the area. The invaisve plants are 

displacing the native plant community and forming monocultures which are blocking park visitors’ view to the Acushnet 

River.  

 

                                                                                                 
Photo 1: View of the invasive management area summer 2018  

                                                                                                  
Photo 2: A paved walkway runs adjacent to the area 
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Photo 3: Invasive plants such as bittersweet and multiflora rose well established in the ISM area.  

                                                                                                     
Photo 4: Existing tree engulfed by bittersweet vines  
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Photo 5: View of the invasive species management area 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 1: Invasive plants located within ISM area. 

 

2. Invasive Species Management Plan Objectives  

The purpose of this ISMP is to maintain the bank at the park edge by removing invasive plant materials and prevent 

invasives from encrouching into the park and to create a vista of the Acushnet River.  

Common name Scientific Name  Status  

Phragamites Phragmites australis Invasive 

Multi flora rose Rosa multiflora  Invasive 

Honeysuckle Lonicera japonica Invasive 

Black Swallow Wort Cynanchum L. Invasive 

Autumn Olive  Elaeagnus umbellata  Invasive 

Oriental bittersweed  

Celastrus 

orbiculatus Thunb. Invasive 
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Photo 6: Area south of the proposed ISMP area. EPA succesfully performed invasive species removal in this area. This 

ISMP aims to obtain similar results.  

3. Methods of Invasive Removal 

The method of invasive removal will be goatscaping (landscaping by using goats). Goats will be deployed in the invasive 

management area to remove invasive species such as phragamites, bittersweet, multi flora rose, bush honeysuckle, 

Black Swallow Wort, Autumn Olive and also poison ivy. The goats will be fenced in and supervised by a trained 

goarscaper herder troughout the invasive management work. The disturbed area will be seeded with a seed mix for 

habitat restoration.  Non-invasive existing trees will be preserved. Following the invasive species management the area 

will be seeded with a seed mix for wilflife conservation-New england Conservation/Wildlife Mix (Appendix B).  

4. ISMP Management  Time  

This ISMP shall not be implemented without the approval of New Bedford Conservation Commission. The management 

time frame will commence from the date invasive species work is initiated and terminate 2 years anniversary following 

the ISMP implementation. Inspection shall be performed on a annual basis following by the submition of a report to the 

Conservation Commission no later than the end of each year.  
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Appendix A 

  



Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AeroGRID,
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Appendix B 

New England Conservation/Wildlife Mix Spec sheet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  



Botanical Name Common Name Indicator

NEW ENGLAND WETLAND PLANTS, INC

New England Conservation/Wildlife Mix

820 WEST STREET, AMHERST, MA 01002

PHONE: 413-548-8000    FAX 413-549-4000
EMAIL: INFO@NEWP.COM    WEB ADDRESS: WWW.NEWP.COM

Elymus virginicus Virginia Wild Rye FACW-

Schizachyrium scoparium Little Bluestem FACU

Andropogon gerardii Big Bluestem FAC

Festuca rubra Red Fescue FACU

Sorghastrum nutans Indian Grass UPL

Panicum virgatum Switch Grass FAC

Chamaecrista fasciculata Partridge Pea FACU

Desmodium canadense Showy Tick Trefoil FAC

Asclepias tuberosa Butterfly Milkweed NI

Bidens frondosa Beggar Ticks FACW

Eupatorium purpureum (Eutrochium maculatum) Purple Joe Pye Weed FAC

Rudbeckia hirta Black Eyed Susan FACU-

Aster pilosus (Symphyotrichum pilosum) Heath (or Hairy) Aster UPL

Solidago juncea Early Goldenrod

The New England Conservation/Wildlife Mix provides a permanent cover of grasses, wildflowers, and legumes
For both good erosion control and wildlife habitat value. The mix is designed to be a no maintenance seeding, and is appropriate for cut 
and fill slopes, detention basin side slopes, and disturbed areas adjacent to commercial and residential projects.

PRICE PER LB. $39.50 MIN. QUANITY 2 $79.00TOTAL: APPLY: 25 LBS/ACRE :1750 sq ft/lbLBS.

New England Wetland Plants, Inc. may modify seed mixes at any time depending upon seed availability. The design criteria and ecological function of the 
mix will remain unchanged. Price is $/bulk pound, FOB warehouse, Plus SH and applicable taxes.
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Appendix C 

New England Erosion Control/Restoration Mix For Detention Basins and Moist Sites Spec Sheet  

 

 

 



Botanical Name Common Name Indicator

NEW ENGLAND WETLAND PLANTS, INC

New England Erosion Control/Restoration Mix For Detention Basins and Moist Sites

820 WEST STREET, AMHERST, MA 01002

PHONE: 413-548-8000    FAX 413-549-4000
EMAIL: INFO@NEWP.COM    WEB ADDRESS: WWW.NEWP.COM

Elymus riparius Riverbank Wild Rye FACW

Schizachyrium scoparium Little Bluestem FACU

Festuca rubra Red Fescue FACU

Andropogon gerardii Big Bluestem FAC

Panicum virgatum Switch Grass FAC

Vernonia noveboracensis New York Ironweed FACW+

Agrostis perennans Upland Bentgrass FACU

Bidens frondosa Beggar Ticks FACW

Eupatorium maculatum (Eutrochium maculatum) Spotted Joe Pye Weed OBL

Eupatorium perfoliatum Boneset FACW

Aster novae-angliae (Symphyotrichum novae-anglia New England Aster FACW-

Scirpus cyperinus Wool Grass FACW

Juncus effusus Soft Rush FACW+

The New England Erosion Control/Restoration Mix for Detention Basins and Moist Sites contains a selection of native grasses and 
wildflowers designed to colonize generally moist, recently disturbed sites where quick growth of vegetation is desired to stabilize the soil 
surface. It is an appropriate seed mix for ecologically sensitive  restorations that require stabilization as well as long-term establishment of 
native vegetation. This mix is particularly appropriate for detention basins that do not hold standing water. Many of the plants in this mix 
can tolerate infrequent inundation, but not constant flooding. The mix may be applied by hand, by mechanical spreader, or by hydro-
seeder. After sowing, lightly rake, roll or cultipack to insure good seed-to-soil contact. Best results are obtained with a Spring or late 
Summer seeding.  Late Fall and Winter dormant seeding requires an increase in the application rate. A light mulching of clean, weed-free 
straw is recommended

PRICE PER LB. $37.00 MIN. QUANITY 3 $111.00TOTAL: APPLY: 35 LBS/ACRE :1250 sq ft/lbLBS.

New England Wetland Plants, Inc. may modify seed mixes at any time depending upon seed availability. The design criteria and ecological function of the 
mix will remain unchanged. Price is $/bulk pound, FOB warehouse, Plus SH and applicable taxes.
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