
NEW BEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

MEETING: COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 
DATE: FEBRUARY 27, 2020 
TIME: 6:32 P.M. 
PLACE: CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER, ROOM 214, MUNICIPAL 

BUILDING 
 
PRESENT: COUNCILLORS SCOTT LIMA, CHAIRMAN; WILLIAM BRAD 

MARKEY, VICE CHAIRMAN; IAN ABREU; NAOMI CARNEY 
(6:45); DEBORA COELHO; MARIA GIESTA; BRIAN GOMES 
(6:33); JOSEPH LOPES; LINDA MORAD 

 
ABSENT: COUNCILLORS DEREK BAPTISTE; HUGH DUNN 
 

*   *   * 
 

 Councillor Lima called the Environmental Affairs Committee Meeting to order 
and took attendance.  The Clerk read a Communication from Councillor Baptiste 
explaining his absence and a Communication from Councillor Carney explaining she 
may be late to this meeting.  These Communications were received and placed on file by 
Councillor Coelho and seconded by Councillor Giesta. 
   

*   *   * 
 
 Notice, City Clerk of reference of a WRITTEN MOTION, Councillors Lima, 
Abreu, Gomes, Morad  and Markey, requesting, that the Special Committee on 
Environmental Affairs discuss the Boston University Superfund Research Program’s 
findings that there exists a potential airborne health hazard emanating from contaminated 
water in New Bedford Harbor; and further that Health Director Damon Chaplin, 
Environmental Stewardship Director Michele Paul and BUSRP Researchers be invited to 
said Committee meeting (Ref’d 02/13/2020) and a COMMUNICATION, Councillor 
Lima, submitting an article entitled “Potentially Harmful Air Contamination from New 
Bedford Harbor” dated December 5, 2019 by the Boston University’s School of Public 
Health (To be Referred to the Committee on Environmental Affairs.) (Ref’d 02/13/2020) 
were received and placed on file by Councillor Abreu and seconded by Councillor Lopes. 
(1, 1a) 

 David Lederer, EPA Team Leader of the New Bedford Harbor Superfund Site 
gave a ten-minute presentation to the Committee.  Mr. Lederer reviewed the progress that 
his team has made with the Harbor Clean up and PCB dredging over the past 3.5 years.  
He stated that the biggest risk that the Harbor’s PCB’s have to people is through eating 
seafood caught within the hurricane barrier.  He explicitly warned that people should 
NOT be consuming any seafood caught within the harbor/hurricane barrier.   
 

Mr. Lederer continued by stating that the second largest risk is from skin contact 
in young children.   He explained that in the coming years there will be cleanup done 
along the shoreline areas on the upper harbor.   
 

With regards to the paper that Boston University had published, his team’s 
conclusion is that their work over the last 10 years has substantially improved the air 



quality around the harbor; and they fully expect to see a continuing improvement over 
time.  He stated emphatically that dredging of the harbor is not creating air pollution from 
PCB’s.   
 

Mr. Lederer did warn again, that the danger from consuming seafood caught in 
the area is very real and unlikely to change for a very long time, estimating that it could 
indeed take decades for the danger to dissipate.   To combat this danger, his team is 
working with various partners and groups to educate the public thru several methods – 
one of which is posting signage around the area written in several languages and 
installing additional signs on the Bridge and along the walkways.   
 

Mr. Lederer explained that the air is constantly monitored and has been for years.  
They’ve found that extremely low levels of PCB’s are in the air in the City.  The levels 
they’ve found are far below what they would normally see – the levels, he reiterated, are 
“very, very, very low”.   
 

Dr. Wendy Haiger-Berneys from Boston University spoke next.  She stated that 
her Super Fund team consists of various scientists, including toxicologists, 
epidemiologists and other environmental scientists, all working together to measure PCB 
levels in the air around the New Bedford Harbor.   
 

She explained that her team measured PCB levels in the air both during times 
when dredging was going on and times when it was not.  They installed passive monitors 
at people’s homes – close to and further away from the harbor – for a period of 6 weeks 
each.  These monitors were installed in New Bedford, Fairhaven & Dartmouth.  They 
have concluded that the PCB levels in the air within 605 meters around the harbor are 
definitely higher than the levels found beyond that perimeter.   
 

She further explained that PCB’s can cause cancer, but also have other effects 
such as:  Impaired Neurological Development, Impaired Immune Function, Decreased 
Birth Weight, Increased Body Weight/Obesity, and an Increase in Diabetes – all from 
PCB Exposure.   While the EPA focuses primarily on the cancer risks of PCB 
contamination/presence, her team is looking at other health risks in addition to cancer.  
Their data was taken from both human and animal studies.  Their conclusion is that the 
PCB’s effects are also having an impact on the thyroids, growth, immune system and 
brain function of those who are exposed to the air quality.  However, she stated, their 
study also concludes that, while PCB’s are in the air, the levels of such are decreasing as 
a result of the EPA’s remediation; and that there is no significant difference in the air 
levels during times of dredging vs. times of not dredging. 
   

Ms. Haiger-Berneys concluded by distributing handouts to the Committee 
members, which were received and placed on file by Councillor Lopes and seconded by 
Councillor Gomes.  
 

On motion by Councillor Abreu and seconded by Councillor Lopes, the 
Committee VOTED:  To table items 1 and 1a at this time.  This motion passed on a voice 
vote. 

*   *   * 
 
 On motion by Councillor Lopes and seconded by Councillor Gomes, the 
Committee Voted:  To follow the Chair’s suggestion and recommend to the  



City Council to take “No Further Action” on items two (2) through four (4).  This motion 
passed on a voice vote.  They are as follows: 
 
 Notice, City Clerk of reference of a WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Bousquet 
and Council President Martins, requesting that the City’s Remediation and Licensed Site 
Professionals, TRC Engineering, come before the City Council Special Committee on 
Environmental Affairs to outline the latest results and upcoming actions in regard to the 
Parker Street Waste Site, specifically to explain the costs associated with their services. 
(Ref’d 2/23/12) (3/19/12-tabled for 90 days) (2) 
 
 Notice, City Clerk of reference of a WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Lopes, 
requesting, ONCE AGAIN that the Department of Public Infrastructure replace the 
existing and damaged green chain link fence that runs along the retention pond on Cove 
Road. (Ref’d 4/9/15) (3) 
 

Notice, City Clerk of reference of a WRITTEN MOTION, Councillors Lopes 
and Gomes, requesting, once again, that the Director of Environmental Stewardship, 
Michele Paul, conduct soil testing on properties located on the west side of Seymour 
Street for irregularities and/or contamination. (Ref’d 5/14/15) (4) 

 
Councillor Lopes made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Councillor 

Giesta. 
 

 This meeting adjourned @ 6:58 p.m. 
 
     ATTEST: 
 
      ______________________________ 
      Dennis W. Farias, City Clerk 
      Clerk of the City Council 
 
 


