
NEW BEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

MEETING: COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY & NEIGHBORHOODS 
DATE: FEBRUARY 12, 2020 
TIME: 7:01 P.M. 
PLACE: CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER, ROOM 214, MUNICIPAL 

BUILDING 
 
PRESENT: COUNCILLORS BRIAN GOMES, CHAIRMAN; IAN ABREU; 

DEREK BAPTISTE; NAOMI CARNEY; HUGH DUNN; MARIA 
GIESTA; WILLIAM BRAD MARKEY; LINDA MORAD 

 
ABSENT: COUNCILLORS DEBORA COELHO, VICE CHAIRPERSON; 

SCOTT LIMA; JOSEPH LOPES 
 

*   *   * 
 Councillor Gomes called the Public Safety Committee Meeting to order and took 
attendance.  The Clerk read a Communication from Councillor Coelho explaining her 
absence from this meeting.  This Communication was received and placed on file by 
Councillor Morad and seconded by Councillor Markey.  The Chair also announced that 
Councillor Lopes was attending a Planning Board meeting on the third floor in order to 
represent his constituent’s concerns. 

*   *   * 
 

 Notice, City Clerk of reference of a WRITEN MOTION, Councillor Gomes, 
requesting, that the City Council inform the Office of the District Attorney that it is the 
Council’s desire to see that all affiliated local and national gang members arrested in New 
Bedford be held without bail until the District Attorney’s Office has had the  opportunity 
to hold dangerousness hearings on all said gang members; and further, that the District 
Attorney’s Office make known the City Council’s sentiments to any Judge presiding over 
cases involving gang members; and further, that the District Attorney’s Office provide on 
a quarterly basis a list of the forfeiture of funds to the City of New Bedford (Ref’d 
12/12/19) was received and placed on file by Councillor Morad and seconded by 
Councillor Markey. (1) 
 

 The Chair introduced District Attorney Quinn and invited him to the podium.  
Councillor Gomes thanked District Attorney Quinn for his efforts and approach to taking 
& keeping criminals off the street and expressed the Council’s support of his work.  
District Attorney Quinn responded that protecting the public has always been very 
important to him; and that as it relates to gang members, he and his Office do their very 
best to detain those individuals when able to do so.  However, he stated, there are 
‘limitations’ as to what types of crimes suspects can be detained without bail and each 
case is obviously judged on its merits.  He stated that he and others are currently trying to 
persuade the State Legislature to expand the types of crimes for which a suspect can be 
detained without bail.  For example, even horrific crimes such as some forms of sexual 
assault on a child is not among the crimes that would enable the Court system to hold a 
suspect without bail.   
 

With regards to the distribution of seized funds from drug raids and other 
operations, half of the funds seized are utilized by his office and the other half is given to 



the police department of the municipality in which the funds were seized.  There is, of 
course, some confidentiality in how this money is spent, but his Office is required to 
submit reports to the State Treasurer’s Office.  But some examples of how his Office has 
used these funds is for Training and in other Investigations. 

 
Councillor Gomes asked D. A. Quinn if his Office has anyone permanently 

assigned to it from the New Bedford Police Department.  D. A. Quinn stated that there is 
not.  His Office works very closely with NBPD and all Police Department’s in Bristol 
County on a variety of investigations, but there is not one specific Police Officer from 
any department assigned to his Office on an ongoing basis.  
 

Councillor Abreu asked D. A. Quinn if he thought requiring that judges be 
elected, rather than appointed for life, would increase judicial accountability.  D. A. 
Quinn responded that, while he sometimes does get frustrated with judicial decisions, he 
feels that politicizing the Office of a Justice would make things worse, not better.   
 

On motion by Councillor Morad and seconded by Councillor Abreu, the 
Committee VOTRED:  To recommend to the City Council to take “No Further Action” 
on the WRITEN MOTION, Councillor Gomes, requesting, that the City Council inform 
the Office of the District Attorney that it is the Council’s desire to see that all affiliated 
local and national gang members arrested in New Bedford be held without bail until the 
District Attorney’s Office has had the  opportunity to hold dangerousness hearings on all 
said gang members; and further, that the District Attorney’s Office make known the City 
Council’s sentiments to any Judge presiding over cases involving gang members; and 
further, that the District Attorney’s Office provide on a quarterly basis a list of the 
forfeiture of funds to the City of New Bedford.  This motion passed on a voice vote. 
 

*   *   * 
 Notice, City Clerk of reference of a WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Gomes, 
requesting, that the Committee on Public Safety and Neighborhoods convene a meeting 
to address what enforcement mechanisms, laws, regulations, Ordinances or government 
action may be devised and implemented to prevent/remedy the problem of local or 
national gangs occupying and/or controlling apartment buildings and houses in the City 
and using such buildings for purposes of conducting criminal activity; and further, that 
the Committee invite Attorney John Flor; the Chief of Police; the Police Gang Unit; the 
Landlord Association; and the Building Commissioner and others to be determined, to 
the meeting to provide input with regard to addressing this issue.  (Ref’d 12/12/19) was 
received and placed on file by Councillor Morad and seconded by Councillor Markey. (2) 
 
 Police Chief Cordeiro was introduced and invited to the podium by the Chair.  
Councillor Gomes asked the Chief what the Council could do to help in his department’s 
efforts to eradicate the City of New Bedford from gangs of both national and local 
affiliations.   
 

The Chief responded by stating that the Problem Properties Ordinance that the 
Council passed is working extremely well and gives his department and its officers many 
more tools to combat these gangs than they’ve ever had before.   
 

One such ‘tool’ that his department utilizes very effectively is that when the 
Narcotics Unit conducts a raid that produces drugs, etc., the department notifies the 
landlord of that property that the tenant of the apartment/unit that was raided must be 



evicted per City Ordinance.  In almost all cases, the landlords are very cooperative.  Only 
a very small minority are ‘playing games’ by shuffling these criminal tenants from one 
property to another.  This is helping the Police Department to eradicate gangs and drug 
dealers from the City.   
 

The Chief explained that he himself attends several Landlord Association 
meetings in order to educate the landlords, answer their questions and address their 
concerns.  Another thing the Police Department can now do is to station a Police presence 
right outside of a ‘problem property’ at $51 per hour, when a landlord is not cooperative 
and/or the department knows there is drug dealing or other illegal activity going on in the 
property.  This bill is demanded of and paid by the landlord.  If the landlord does not pay 
the bill, then the City places a lien against that property.  In response to a question about 
whether or not drug dealers and/or gang members would simply pay those bills for their 
landlords, the Chief stated that there is no intelligence whatsoever to indicate that, and in 
his opinion, that would be unlikely.    The Chief continued by stating that the Police 
Department has even established a liaison position that coordinates this effort – Sgt. 
James Estrella has been working very effectively to coordinate these efforts and 
communicate with landlords throughout the City; and this too is having tremendous 
results.  The letters and evidence that the landlords receive from the Police Department 
have also proven to be effective in Housing Court, which has cooperated with landlords 
trying to evict criminal tenants.   
 

Councillor Giesta stated that she has seen an improvement in many of the 
neighborhoods that she represents in Ward 2 and thanked the Chief and his Officers for 
their diligence.  She asked if the Ordinance could perhaps be amended to require that all 
landlords conduct criminal background checks on potential tenants.  The Chief stated that 
he is not sure if that is legal, and that would be a question for the Legal Department.   
 

Councillor Dunn asked how many ‘eviction’ letters have been sent to landlords 
by the Police Department.  The Chief did not have the number on hand but stated that 
every time a raid produces criminal evidence of some sort, a letter is issued and almost 
always complied with.  Very few landlords are ‘bouncing’ tenants from property to 
property.   
 

Councillor Markey asked if landlords could be arrested for ‘bouncing’ these 
criminal tenants around.  The Chief responded that they cannot because that behavior is 
not generally seen as meeting the threshold of conspiracy to commit a crime.   
 

Councillor Morad expressed her gratitude to the Chief for attending meetings of 
and working with the Landlord Association, noting that she has heard positive things 
about his efforts from several City landlords.   
 

Councillor Gomes asked the Chief about his partnership with the District 
Attorney’s Office and other law enforcement agencies.  The Chief explained that they do 
not, as previously noted by District Attorney Quinn, have a Police Officer directly and 
permanently assigned to that Office.  However, they do work closely with the District 
Attorney’s Office and have several key partnerships on the Federal level.  The NBPD’s 
partnerships with the DEA and ATF have produced incredible results, as seen in the 
recent gang sweep throughout the City.  The federal partnerships, he stated, are key 
because the Federal Justice Department has ‘sharper teeth’, if you will, than local or state 



jurisdictions.  The strategies the NBPD are implementing in conjunction with its federal 
partners are ongoing and will certainly continue to produce results.   
 

The Chief summed up his statements by saying, “We’re in great shape as far as 
having the City Ordinances and federal partnerships that we need to effectively do our 
job”. 
 

The Chair invited Assistant City Solicitor Attorney John Flor to the podium.  
Attorney Flor agreed with the Chief’s sentiments that the Problem Properties Ordinance 
is working extremely well for the City and its citizens.  Attorney Flor stated that he 
believes that landlords can conduct criminal record checks on potential tenants, but he’d 
have to look into the legality of whether the City can require them to do so.  Attorney 
Flor reiterated that the Problem Properties Ordinance is making a very big difference.   
 

On motion by Councillor Giesta and seconded by Councillor Abreu, the 
Committee VOTED:  To recommend that the City Council request that Legislative 
Counsel Attorney David Gerwatowski look into whether or not the City can require all 
landlords to conduct criminal background checks on potential tenants prior to entering 
into rental/lease agreements with them; and furthermore, if it is legal to do so, that he 
submit recommendations for amending the Problem Properties Ordinance accordingly.  
This motion passed on a voice vote.   
 

On motion by Councillor Morad and seconded by Councillor Giesta, the 
Committee VOTED:  To recommend to the City Council to take “No Further Action” on 
the  WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Gomes, requesting, that the Committee on Public 
Safety and Neighborhoods convene a meeting to address what enforcement mechanisms, 
laws, regulations, Ordinances or government action may be devised and implemented to 
prevent/remedy the problem of local or national gangs occupying and/or controlling 
apartment buildings and houses in the City and using such buildings for purposes of 
conducting criminal activity; and further, that the Committee invite Attorney John Flor; 
the Chief of Police; the Police Gang Unit; the Landlord Association; and the Building 
Commissioner and others to be determined, to the meeting to provide input with regard to 
addressing this issue.  This motion passed on a voice vote. 

 
*   *   * 

 
 Notice, City Clerk of reference of a WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Gomes, 
requesting, that the Mayor and the Chief of Police immediately establish and properly 
equip a National Gang Task Force Division within the New Bedford Police Department 
for the purpose of addressing any National gang activity operating within the City of New 
Bedford; and furthermore, that this Task Force work closely with the Police Departments 
of surrounding Towns, the Offices of the Attorney General and District Attorney as well 
as State and Local Police throughout the region so that a collaborative effort can be made 
to rid the City of national gang violence (Ref’d 12/12/19) (12/30/19-returned unsigned by 
the Mayor) was received and placed on file by Councillor Abreu and seconded by 
Councillor Giesta. (3) 
 

Councillor Gomes asked the Chief if a special unit can be organized to focus on 
national and local gang activity in the City.  The Chief stated again that the Police 
Department is working in partnership with federal agencies, including the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office in Massachusetts and having tremendous results.  As of right now, the 



Chief continued, there are no plans to create a specialized unit, but operations are 
ongoing.   
 

On motion by Councillor Morad and seconded by Councillor Markey, the 
Committee VOTED:  To recommend to the City Council to take “No Further Action” on 
the WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Gomes, requesting, that the Mayor and the Chief of 
Police immediately establish and properly equip a National Gang Task Force Division 
within the New Bedford Police Department for the purpose of addressing any National 
gang activity operating within the City of New Bedford; and furthermore, that this Task 
Force work closely with the Police Departments of surrounding Towns, the Offices of the 
Attorney General and District Attorney as well as State and Local Police throughout the 
region so that a collaborative effort can be made to rid the City of national gang violence.  
This motion passed on a voice vote. 
 

*   *   * 
 Notice, City Clerk of reference of a WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Gomes, 
requesting that the New Bedford Police Department continue to actively recruit, hire and 
train qualified individuals so that the ranks of the New Bedford Police Department may 
be brought to full strength, as budgeted, ensuring the safety and confidence of the public 
(Ref’d 12/12/19) (12/30/19-returned unsigned by the Mayor) was received and placed on 
file by Councillor Abreu and seconded by Councillor Giesta. (4) 
 
 Councillor Gomes asked the Chief how low, in numbers of Officers, is the Police 
Department right now?   
 

The Chief stated that the Police Department’s Officers are doing a tremendous 
job, and the Department as a whole is putting forth tremendous effort to recruit new, 
qualified candidates.   
 

Approximately 1 out of every 3 applicants make it to the academy, and not all of 
them graduate.  This is a national problem, as there is an all-time low level of interest 
among people to enter the law enforcement field.   
 

The Chief stated that he would very much like to have a Police Academy in 
Bristol County, as there use to be in the 1980’s.  It is difficult to secure ‘seats’ at various 
Police Academies throughout the state.   
 

Not having a full complement of Police Officers makes things difficult all 
around, including creating specialized units.   
 

Councillor Gomes asked how the Council could perhaps assist.   
 

The Chief stated that they are currently looking at plans to re-purpose an area 
within the Headquarters building to hold Academies there.  Also, the Chiefs Association 
of Bristol County is trying to work with the State Legislature to secure funding for a 
Bristol County Police Academy at a place like BCC or UMass Dartmouth.  Personally, 
the Chief stated, he believes BCC would be a perfect location.   
 

Low staffing levels is a problem for the budget as it creates a lot of overtime, 
makes it difficult for officers to take time off, etc.  In fact, the Department has even been 



having to force Officers to work overtime shifts, which is not something they want to 
continue doing on a regular basis.   
 

On motion by Councillor Abreu and seconded by Councillor Giesta, the 
Committee VOTED:  to recommend that the City Council write to members of our State 
Legislative Delegation, requesting that they work to secure funding for the establishment 
& operation of a Police Academy within Bristol County, perhaps on the campus of 
Bristol Community College or UMass Dartmouth.  This motion passed on a voice vote.  
 

On motion by Councillor Morad and seconded by Councillor Markey, the 
Committee VOTED:  to recommend to the City Council to take “No Further Action” on 
the WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Gomes, requesting that the New Bedford Police 
Department continue to actively recruit, hire and train qualified individuals so that the 
ranks of the New Bedford Police Department may be brought to full strength, as 
budgeted, ensuring the safety and confidence of the public.  This motion passed on a 
voice vote. 

*   *   * 
 
 Notice, City Clerk of reference of a WRITTEN MOTION, Councillors Dunn and 
Lopes, requesting, that Health Department Director Damon Chaplin, provide a briefing to 
the Committee on Public Safety and Neighborhoods regarding any plans to ban the sale 
of certain tobacco products within the City. (Ref’d 11/26/19) (5) 
 
 Heath Director Damon Chaplin was not in attendance. 
 
 On motion by Councillor Dunn and seconded by Councillor Abreu, the 
Committee VOTED:  To table this matter at this time.  This motion passed on a voice 
vote. 

*   *   * 
 
 Notice, City Clerk of reference of a WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Dunn, 
requesting, that the Administration, the CFO, the Chief of the Fire Department, and the 
New Bedford Firefighters IAFF 841, brief the City Council on the current logistics of the 
rolling blackouts of the fire stations, any plan and timeline to cease this practice, and the 
overall fire safety and coverage plan for the City going forward (Ref’d 1/9/2020) was 
received and placed on file by Councillor Abreu and seconded by Councillor Markey. (6) 
 
 Councillor Dunn asked Fire Chief Paul Coderre to speak to events that have 
transpired between this motion first being introduced on the Council to the closing of 
Station 11.   
 

Fire Chief Coderre stated that since the motion was filed, he has had several 
discussions with the Mayor about blackouts and how to potentially end them.  
Unfortunately, he stated, “everything comes down to money”.   Chief Coderre continued 
by explaining that Blackouts originally began in 2009 with Engines 6 & 9 being down for 
approximately 2 years.  In 2011, the City was awarded the SAFER Grant and we hired 33 
new Firefighters.  In 2018, the SAFER Grant funding was no longer available (it ran out) 
and the Department is now down to 216 Firefighters.  In order to run 10 full Fire 
Companies, a minimum of 231 Firefighters are needed.  To operate 9 Companies, 211 are 
needed, but the Department is currently at 208.  The Chief continued by stating his Year 



End projections currently show the Fire Department being $500-$600,000 in the 
negative.  There is simply no funding available to hire new Firefighters.   
 

Councillor Dunn asked if residents in the South End are less safe than they were 
prior to Station 11 closing.  The Chief responded that the Department is within the range 
of acceptable response times, but he would never guarantee that every area is 100% 
‘safe’.  The Department goes on medical runs and is often busy with other calls, etc., the 
Department is absolutely asked to do more with less.   
 

Fire Chief Coderre added that the new Public Safety Center is scheduled to open 
on March 5, 2021, which is over a year away.   
 

Councillor Abreu asked CFO Ari Sky if the money saved in Health Care costs by 
negotiating with the Public Employee’s Committee could help this situation.  Mr. Sky 
responded that the healthcare costs did not go down, they simply did not go up as much 
as they would have had negotiations not been successful.   
 

Councillor Dunn asked to hear from Firefighter Billy Sylvia of the Firefighter’s 
Union.   
 

Mr. Sylvia echoed many of the sentiments made by Chief Coderre, stating that 
the Department is in dire need of additional funding in order to hire, train, equip and 
house new Firefighters.  He stated that Blackouts were supposed to be a temporary 
stopgap measure – but now there is a permanent blackout in the South End of the City.  
He stated that in his opinion, there would unequivocally be an increase in response times 
to that area of the City.  He stated that the closing of any one station creates gaps all over 
the City and noted the two recent fatalities that have resulted from a Fire.  He stressed 
that ‘time is of the essence’ when responding to a fire and ‘proper staffing equals public 
safety’.   
 

Councillor Giesta asked Mr. Sylvia if he was aware of any other funding sources 
or grants that could be applied for by the City and/or the Fire Department.  Mr. Sylvia 
responded that he did not know of any.  Chief Coderre stated that the SAFER Grant is the 
only such grant, and the City was certainly lucky to receive funding through that 
mechanism for as long as it did, but there are no other grants available.   
 

Councillor Gomes stated that the residents of the South End and the entire city 
are upset and are being short-changed on Public Safety, despite the high taxes that they 
pay.  He continued by stating that the lives of residents and firefighters alike are at risk 
because of this decision.   
 

Councillor Gomes asked Chief Coderre if he was forced to close Station 11.  The 
Chief responded that the original plan was to close Station 9.  However, he fought to 
NOT close that station and instead, close Station 11.  In his opinion, Station 11 was the 
lesser of two evils when compared to closing Station 9.  One reason was the large area 
that would be without coverage by a fire station, and another factor was that Station 11 is 
slated to close once the new Public Safety Center opens in March 2021.  In his 
experience, had Station 9 closed now, it would not be re-opened next year even after the 
Public Safety Center replaces Station 11.  He did not want to lose two Stations.   
 



Councillor Gomes stated that he sincerely hopes that both the Chief and the 
administration re-consider closing this station, or any station.  Councillor Gomes asked 
about the $2.7 million he’s heard that is needed to open Station 11 and if the funding 
could come from other areas within the City’s budget, such as General Government 
Unclassified.     
 

CFO Ari Sky responded by stating that the Council had already cut $1.3 million 
from the General Government Unclassified fund for FY20, which is the fund that the City 
uses to pay the Trash contract, Insurance and FICA costs.  That cut already has to be 
compensated for, so General Government Unclassified could not be a source of funds to 
re-open Station 11.  Mr. Sky further explained that the $2.7 million needed to fund a 10th 
Fire Company consists of 1 Captain, 3 Lieutenant’s and 20 Firefighters, plus their 
benefits, equipment costs, etc.  When an amount like $1.3million is cut from the City’s 
budget, it is difficult to then increase it elsewhere by $2.7 million… “the numbers”, Mr. 
Sky stated, “just do not add up”.   
 

Councillor Abreu asked Mr. Sky why the Department does not hire 8 new 
Firefighters to at least help with the overtime problem.  Mr. Sky responded that he does 
not make Operations decisions.   
 

Councillor Gomes asked if any consideration has been given to adding the 
additional $2.7 million to the FY21 budget.  Mr. Sky responded that it is early in the 
budget process and he does not know if the Chief is going to propose that in his budget 
submission and does not know if the Mayor would agree to funding 10 Fire companies.   
 

Mr. Sky further explained that to fund a 10th Fire Company, the average 
residential homeowner would see an increase of approximately $120 per year in their tax 
bill.   
 

Councillor Dunn stated that he is ‘troubled, but not surprised that the 
Administration has amputated Fire Safety’ in part of the City without any discussion 
taking place.   
 

On motion by Councillor Dunn and seconded by Councillor Giesta, the 
Committee VOTED:  that the Committee on Public Safety & Neighborhoods recommend 
to the City Council that it ask the Administration to re-consider its decision to close 
Station 11, or any Fire Station; and furthermore, that the administration fund all 10 Fire 
Companies in the FY21 Budget.  This motion passed on a voice vote. 
 

On motion by Councillor Dunn and seconded by Councillor Giesta, the 
Committee VOTED:  To Table this matter at this time.  This motion passed on a voice 
vote. 

*   *   * 
 
 Notice, City Clerk of reference of a WRITTEN MOTION, Councillors Dunn and 
Coelho, requesting, that the City increase the Police presence around the Carlos Pacheco 
school due to the risk of children being harmed by vehicle traffic during pick up and drop 
off times, especially on Mt. Pleasant Street and Sawyer Street (To be Referred to 
Committee on Public Safety and Neighborhoods) (Ref’d 9/26/19) was received and 
placed on file by Councillor Dunn and seconded by Councillor Giesta. (7) 
 



 On motion by Councillor Dunn and seconded by Councillor Giesta, the 
Committee VOTED:  To recommend that the City Council request that, in order to 
prevent children being harmed by vehicle traffic, the New Bedford Police Department 
increase its presence around the Carlos Pacheco School during pick up and drop off 
times, especially on the Mt. Pleasant Street and Sawyer Street sides.  This motion passed 
on a voice vote. 

*   *   * 
  
 On motion by Councillor Dunn and seconded by Councillor Giesta, the 
Committee VOTED:  To recommend to the City Council to take “No Further Action” on 
items eight (8) through twelve (12).  This motion passed on a voice vote.  They are as 
follows: 
 
 Notice, City Clerk of reference of a WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Coelho, 
requesting, that a representative from the Police Department be invited to appear before 
the Committee on Public Safety and Neighborhoods to update the Committee members 
on the opiate epidemic and the number of repeat overdoses and provide us with the latest 
overdoses in Bristol County; and further, to inform us about what kind of outreach is 
being done and what the State can do to help us, as we need assistance to deal with the 
repeat overdose crisis. (To be Referred to the Committee on Public Safety and 
Neighborhoods and a representative from the Police Department.) (Ref’d 4/28/16) (8) 
 
 Notice, City Clerk of reference of a WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Gomes 
requesting, that the Committee on Public Safety and Neighborhoods, meet with Animal 
Control Director Maciel, for the purpose of discussing, once more, the coverage of 
animal control in the city; and further, that Animal Control consider an on-call Animal 
Control Officer for nights and weekends due to the increasing amount of calls pertaining 
to dog issues and other animal related issues in the City. (Ref’d 7/21/16) (8/29/16-
returned unsigned by the Mayor) (2/15/18-tabled) (9) 
 
 Notice, City Clerk of reference of a WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Gomes, 
requesting, that the Mayor and the Police Chief increase patrols and surveillance in the 
area of Cedar, Chancery and Parker Streets, including the outside perimeter of said area; 
due to the increasing criminal activity, 12 episodes of shots fired at victims and more 
importantly to bring some relief to the residents of this area that have been plagued by 
this violence since the beginning of the year; and further, that a clear message be sent to 
the criminals, that it will not be tolerated in the City, we will do everything possible to 
resolve what has been happening; furthermore that the Police Department consider doing 
a clean sweep of this area and any other area of the City that is being plagued by this 
violence and criminal activity affecting the quality of life in these neighborhoods and that 
the City use any resource needed including outside agencies, State Police, ATF, FBI 
available to the City. (Ref’d 8/16/18) (9/19/18-returned unsigned by the Mayor) (10) 
 
 Notice, City Clerk of reference of a COMMUNICATION, Councillor Gomes, 
submitting the Police Department’s Organizational Assessment and Strategic Plan, done 
by the Public Safety Strategies Group dated November 18, 2018. (To be Referred to the 
Committee on Public Safety and Neighborhoods.) (Ref’d 12/13/18) (11) 
 
 Notice, City Clerk of reference of a WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Gomes, 
requesting, that the Committee on Public Safety and Neighborhoods meet with a 
Representative of Avigilon Surveillance Camera Company, a Representative of America 



Security the company responsible for the installation and monitoring of City Hall 
surveillance cameras, Police Chief Cordeiro, Department of Facilities and Fleet 
Management Director Champagne, and a Representative of the Mayor’s Office for the 
purpose of discussing the break-in that occurred at City Hall, and whether all security and 
camera systems were in working order; further, requesting that outside cameras be 
installed at the north west, north east, south east and south west corners of City Hall; and 
further, that a surveillance monitor system be placed in City Hall in an assigned office of 
the Police Officer for the day, along with a recording system that records all movements 
of the interior and exterior of City Hall 24 hours of day, seven days a week, and all 
cameras be hooked up to the Police Department’s surveillance system. (To Referred to 
the Committee on Public Safety and Neighborhoods.) (Ref’d 2/28/19) (5/22/19-tabled 45 
days) (12) 
 
 Councillor Giesta made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Councillor 
Carney. 
 
 This meeting adjourned @ 8:52 p.m. 
 
     ATTEST: 
 
      ______________________________ 
      Dennis W. Farias, City Clerk 
      Clerk of the Council 
 
 


