
On July 5, 2019, we interviewed Marina Boni, an experienced Reggio-inspired teacher who has 
served as program director in the Boston Public Schools Department of Early Childhood for the 
last 13 years. We asked Marina about what to look for in Reggio-inspired classrooms. Here are 
her reponses, lightly edited for length and clarity. 
 
 
Q: Many people are not familiar with the Reggio Emilia approach to early and elementary 
education. Could you briefly describe the history behind Reggio Emilia and the basic 
principles underlying it? 
 
Reggio Emilia dates to even before the Second World War and is grounded in the socio-political 
perspectives of the Reggio Emilia municipality in Italy. It is a perspective that grounded the 
ideology of children as citizens with rights as members of their community, with capacity and 
creativity, with voices and ideas. It is fundamentally inspired by the socio-constructivist 
philosophy of Lev Vygotsky. In Reggio, they consider the environment as a third teacher, they 
focus on learning groups and think about the role of documentation in order to understand how 
and what children are learning and to relaunch projects and ideas. 
 
 
Q: If we were to visit a high-quality Reggio-inspired classroom, what kind of things could 
we expect to see the students doing? 
 
Children would be engaged in small group projects using a variety of materials and media such 
as beautiful stuff, natural and recycled objects, paint, clay, etc. Children would stay with a 
particular project for a long period of time. Children might spend time planning and organizing 
for what they are going to do. Children might be working both inside and outside. Children would 
be engaged in giving and receiving feedback about their work with both peers and adults. 
 
 
Q: You often hear that a Reggio-inspired classroom is not “teacher-directed.” Could you 
talk a little about the role of the teacher in a Reggio-inspired classroom? What should we 
notice about the teacher when we visit a classroom? 
 
The role of the teacher is to be a facilitator, to listen carefully to what children are doing, to 
observe and document, and make visible the children’s thinking processes. They might be 
taking notes, photos, and videos of the work children are involved in. They might be asking 
children questions, making proposals for possible projects or use of materials, and offering 
feedback about their work. Their role is very intentional and planned out carefully, not in the 
sense of telling children what to do, but as a way to build understanding of how children think. 
As part of their planning, teachers consider deeply the formation of learning groups. 
 
 



Q: Finally, what should we look for in the way a Reggio-inspired classroom is set up 
physically?  
 
Materials are set up in ways that are accessible to children with a sense of aesthetics and 
design. There might be a great emphasis on the art studio in the classroom. In Reggio, they 
have mini ateliers, or mini art studios, in all of the classrooms. You would see documentation on 
the wall narrating the work and thinking of children. You might see a connection between the 
indoor and outdoor environments. The space would be organized so children can work in small 
groups with varied materials and media. 


