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PART 600—INSTITUTIONAL ELIGIBILITY UNDER THE 

HIGHER EDUCATION ACT OF 1965, AS AMENDED 

Subpart A—General 

SOURCE: 59 FR 22336, Apr. 29, 1994, unless otherwise noted.  

§600.1   Scope. 

§600.2   Definitions. 

The following definitions apply to terms used in this part: 

Religious mission: An institutional mission that includes or is founded upon religious tenets, beliefs, 
or teachings, and any policies or decisions related to such tenets, beliefs, or teachings (including, but not 
limited to, any policies or decisions concerning housing, student life and activities, employment, 
curriculum, facilities, self-governance, student admission, continuing enrollment, or graduation).   

§600.9   State authorization. 

Link to an amendment published at 81 FR 92262, Dec. 19, 2016. 

This amendment was delayed until July 1, 2020 at 83 FR 31303, July 3, 2018. 

(a)(1) An institution described under §§600.4, 600.5, and 600.6 is legally authorized by a State if 
the State has a process to review and appropriately act on complaints concerning the institution 
including enforcing applicable State laws, and the institution meets the provisions of paragraphs 
(a)(1)(i), (a)(1)(ii), or (b) of this section. 

(i)(A) The institution is established by name as an educational institution by a State through a 
charter, statute, constitutional provision, or other action issued by an appropriate State agency or State 
entity and is authorized to operate educational programs beyond secondary education, including 
programs leading to a degree or certificate. 

(B) The institution complies with any applicable State approval or licensure requirements, except 
that the State may exempt the institution from any State approval or licensure requirements based on 
the institution's accreditation by one or more accrediting agencies recognized by the Secretary or based 
upon the institution being in operation for at least 20 years. 

(ii) If an institution is established by a State on the basis of an authorization to conduct business in 
the State or to operate as a nonprofit charitable organization, but not established by name as an 
educational institution under paragraph (a)(1)(i) of this section, the institution— 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=e06bac58004843af348abccdf247c6aa&mc=true&node=pt34.3.600&rgn=div5#_top
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(A) By name, must be approved or licensed by the State to offer programs beyond secondary 
education, including programs leading to a degree or certificate; and 

(B) May not be exempt from the State's approval or licensure requirements based on accreditation, 
years in operation, or other comparable exemption. 

(2) The Secretary considers an institution to meet the provisions of paragraph (a)(1) of this section 
if the institution is authorized by name to offer educational programs beyond secondary education by— 

(i) The Federal Government; or 

(ii) As defined in 25 U.S.C. 1802(2), an Indian tribe, provided that the institution is located on tribal 
lands and the tribal government has a process to review and appropriately act on complaints concerning 
an institution and enforces applicable tribal requirements or laws. 

(b)(1) Notwithstanding paragraph (a)(1)(i) and (ii) of this section, an institution is considered to be 
legally authorized to operate educational programs beyond secondary education if it is exempt from 
State authorization as a religious institution under the State constitution or by State law. 

(2) For purposes of paragraph (b)(1) of this section, a religious institution is an institution that— 
publicly identifies itself as having, in part or in whole, a religious mission, or that maintains an 
institutional religious affiliation. 

 (i) Is owned, controlled, operated, and maintained by a religious organization lawfully operating as 
a nonprofit religious corporation; and 

(ii) Awards only religious degrees or certificates including, but not limited to, a certificate of 
Talmudic studies, an associate of Biblical studies, a bachelor of religious studies, a master of divinity, or a 
doctor of divinity. 

(c) If an institution is offering postsecondary education through distance or correspondence education 
to students in a State in which it is not physically located or in which it is otherwise subject to State 
jurisdiction as determined by the State, the institution must meet any State requirements for it to be 
legally offering postsecondary distance or correspondence education in that State. An institution must 
be able to document to the Secretary the State's approval upon request. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1001 and 1002) 

[75 FR 66946, Oct. 29, 2010] 

§600.11   Special rules regarding institutional accreditation or 

preaccreditation. 

(a) Change of accrediting agencies. For purposes of §§600.4(a)(5)(i), 600.5(a)(6), and 600.6(a)(5)(i), 
the Secretary does not recognize the accreditation or preaccreditation of an otherwise eligible 
institution if that institution is in the process of changing its accrediting agency, unless the institution 
provides to the Secretary— 
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(1) All materials related to its prior accreditation or preaccreditation; and 

(2) Materials demonstrating reasonable cause for changing its accrediting agency.  The Secretary 
determines such cause to be reasonable unless the institution -  

(i) Has had its accreditation withdrawn, revoked, or otherwise terminated for cause during the 
preceding 24 months, unless such withdrawal, revocation, or termination has been rescinded by the 
same accrediting agency; or 

(ii) Has withdrawn from accreditation voluntarily under a show cause or suspension order during 
the preceding 24 months, unless such order has been rescinded by the same accrediting agency.,  

(iii)  Notwithstanding paragraphs (i) and (ii), the Secretary may determine the institution’s cause 
for changing its accrediting agency to be reasonable if the agency did not provide the institution its due 
process rights, the agency applied its standards and criteria differently to one institution over another, 
or was the result of an agency’s act of discrimination against an institution or program as a result of the 
institution’s religious mission.  

(b) Multiple accreditation.  The Secretary does not recognize the accreditation or preaccreditation 
of an otherwise eligible institution if that institution is accredited or preaccredited as an institution by 
more than one accrediting agency, unless the institution— 

(1) Provides to each such accrediting agency and the Secretary the reasons for that multiple 
accreditation or preaccreditation; 

(2) Demonstrates to the Secretary reasonable cause for that multiple accreditation or 
preaccreditation; and. 

The Secretary determines the institution’s cause for multiple accreditation to be reasonable unless 
the institution – 

(i) Has had its accreditation withdrawn, revoked, or otherwise terminated for cause during the 
preceding 24 months, unless such withdrawal, revocation, or termination has been rescinded by the 
same accrediting agency; or 

(ii) Has withdrawn from accreditation voluntarily under a show cause or suspension order during 
the preceding 24 months, unless such order has been rescinded by the same accrediting agency;  

(iii)  Notwithstanding paragraphs (i) and (ii), the Secretary may determine the institution’s cause 
for seeking multiple accreditation or preaccreditation to be reasonable if the institution’s primary 
interest in seeking multiple accreditation is based on that agency’s geographic scope and national 
accreditation based on that agency’s program-area focus or mission ; and 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1099b) 


