Statement on Introduction of the Equal Access to
Congressional Research Service Reports Act of 2016
3/3/2016

Today Senators John McCain (R-AZ) and Patrick Leahy (D-VT) and Representatives Leonard
Lance (R-NJ) and Mike Quigley (D-IL) introduced in the House and Senate legislation directing
the online publication of Congressional Research Service reports that are available for general
congressional access.

A coalition of 40 civil society and grassroots organizations, libraries, trade associations, think
tanks, and businesses from across the political spectrum released this statement in support of the
legislation:

We, the undersigned organizations, endorse the Equal Access to Congressional Research
Service Reports Act of 2016. The legislation provides the public timely, comprehensive,
free access to Congressional Research Service reports.

We commend Sens. John McCain and Patrick Leahy and Reps. Leonard Lance and Mike
Quigley for their tireless efforts to ensure equitable access for all Americans to these
documents, which provide insight into the important issues before Congress and are paid
for by taxpayers.

We urge the Senate’s Committee on Rules and Administration and the House of
Representative’s Committee on House Administration to speedily approve the legislation.

The signatory organizations to today’s statement are: American Association of Law Libraries,
American Commitment, American Library Association, Association of Research Libraries, Bill
of Rights Defense Committee & Defending Dissent Foundation, Campaign for Liberty, Center
for Data Innovation, Center for Responsive Politics, Center for Science and Democracy at the
Union of Concerned Scientists, Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington, Charles E.
Shain Library—Connecticut College, Common Cause, Council for Citizens Against
Government Waste, CSU Sacramento , Data Coalition, Demand Progress, Evans Library—
Florida Institute of Technology, Free Government Information, FreedomWorks, Heritage Action
for America, Hesburgh Libraries— University of Notre Dame, King University Libraries,
Liberty Coalition, National Coalition for History, National Security Archive, National Security
Counselors, National Taxpayers Union, New America’s Open Technology Institute,
OpenTheGovernment.org, Project On Government Oversight (POGO), Public Citizen, Quorum,
R Street Institute, Stanford University Libraries, Sunlight Foundation, Taxpayers for Common
Sense, Taxpayers Protection Alliance, The Niskanen Center, Transactional Records Access
Clearinghouse (TRAC), and University of Missouri— Columbia.



