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CENTRE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ANALYSIS (CEIA) AND WACAM 

JOINT PRESS STATEMENT TO MARK 2021 WORLD WATER DAY CELEBRATION 

UNDER THE THEME “VALUING WATER” 

Water is a precious natural resource, vital for life, the environment and development. The 

conditions and management of water can be a matter of life or death for many people. When too 

much or too little, it can bring destruction, misery or death. Irrespective of how it occurs, if 

properly managed, it can be an instrument for economic survival and growth as well as promoting 

sound health for rapid socio-economic development of communities, nations and the world at 

large.  

Water can be an instrument for poverty alleviation, lifting people out of the degradation of 

having to live without access to safe water and sanitation, while at the same time bringing 

prosperity to all on the continent. However, when water is inadequate in quantity and quality, it 

can rather serve as a limiting factor in poverty alleviation and economic recovery, resulting in poor 

health and low productivity, food insecurity, and constrained economic development. Thus, what 

we get out of water depends largely upon what we put into it in terms of management and use. 

It is within this context that the whole world should be concerned and be involved in the 

conservation and protection of water as a valuable but vulnerable natural asset. In Ghana, the 

situation calls for all citizens and corporate entities to be involved in thinking about new ways of 

managing Ghana’s water resource to improve its efficient, equitable and sustainable use, to the 

benefit of all.  

It is for this reason that CEIA and Wacam see this year’s theme for World Water Day 

which is, “Valuing Water” as the most opportune time for all stakeholders to reflect on the critical 

role water plays in the nation’s socio-economic developmental agenda. As noted by Mr. Kofi 

Annan, the former UN Secretary General “providing access to clean drinking water is also 

fundamental for achieving the other Millennium Development Goals, such as alleviating poverty, 

hunger and malnutrition; reducing child mortality; increasing gender equality; providing more 

opportunity for education; and ensuring environmental sustainability”. This statement was also re-

echoed by the immediate successor of Mr. Kofi Annan, a former UN Secretary General, Ban Ki 

Moon that “Safe drinking water and adequate sanitation are crucial for poverty reduction, crucial 

for sustainable development, and crucial for achieving any and every one of the Millennium 

Development Goals” as well as the current sustainable development goals (SDGs). 

Various Population Censuses (1960, 1970, 1984, 2000 and 2010) conducted by the Ghana 

Statistical Service show that the urban population of Ghana increased from 23% in 1960, 31% in 

1984, and then to 44% in 2000. It has also been estimated that the urban population may reach 

52% by 2010. This rapid urban population growth rate has resulted in more pressure on urban 

water supply systems. According to the National Water Policy document (2007), the rate of 

urbanisation in Ghana outstrips current levels of water supply and therefore potable water is almost 



Page 2 of 3 
 

always a scarce resource in most urban areas in Ghana. According to the Ghana Water Company’s 

assessment criteria, urban drinking water supply coverage as at 2008 was 58%. Approximately 

two thirds of urban residents also rely on neighbours and water vendors for water supply, according 

to the Water Policy Document, while just a similar number of people have pipe-borne water in 

their homes. Many peri-urban settlements and densely populated urban settlements also receive 

rationed supplies or none at all.  

It is clear that in Ghana, access to clean drinking water and sanitation in most urban areas 

remain a challenge to government and its development partners. At present, many areas within the 

country do not have access to potable water from the national grid. Areas served by the approved 

utility company, water service is mostly erratic and increasingly unreliable. Available evidence 

indicates that as of 2008, only 59 percent of urban residents have access to improved drinking 

water from the national grid. Under the Ghana Poverty Reduction Strategy, I and II (GPRSI and 

GPRSII), adequate water supply is featured as one of the priorities to reduce the incidence of 

poverty in Ghana. The GPRS sets out strategies “to reduce human deprivation, promote human 

rights and achieve sustainable growth.” In spite of the emphasis on increasing access to water as 

part of poverty reduction, urban water supply is still under 60 percent coverage of its capacity. 

Meanwhile, with almost 50 percent of Ghana’s total population of over 30 million lives in urban 

centers and growing at an annual rate of 3.5 percent, inadequacies in water are bound to grow if 

there are no sustained measures aimed at addressing the phenomenon. 

CEIA and Wacam recognise investments made by successive governments into the urban 

water delivery system as well as initiation of new projects as announced in 2021 budget and wish 

to commend governments past and present for their resolve to improve access to clean drinking 

for its citizens. However, we believe that as a nation, we are not reaping the benefits of this huge 

investments made by our governments due to the fact that government is engaging in some form 

of policy contradiction such as opening up of forest reserves of this country for mining activities 

as these forests serve as the source of rivers from which Ghana Water Company draws raw water 

for treatment and onward transmission and distribution to the urban dwellers. For example, a study 

conducted by CEIA between 2008 and 2009 dubbed “Wacam Water Report” revealed that of all 

the 250 rivers in Tarkwa and Obuasi Mining areas, each of them is contaminated with elevated 

levels of one form of toxic chemical/contaminant or the other. Also, improper land use, agricultural 

practices as well as dumping of refuse into some rivers is stalling government’s attempt of 

improving access to clean drinking water by its citizens. According to officials of Ghana Water 

Company, as a result of pollution of River Densu by human activities, the company has to spend 

a lot of money in treating water from Densu River at its treatment plant in Weija.  

CEIA and Wacam believe that the subject of valuing water is very relevant and its 

discussion must take into consideration, the culture and traditions of indigenous people, global 

perception as well as economic considerations of full-cost recovery.  

The most important role of water valuation is in demand management and better allocation 

among its various uses. Improved water resource management requires decisions based on 

economic efficiency, social equity, and ecological sustainability. Ultimately the value of water 

does not depend solely on its quantity but on at least four other factors - quality, location, reliability 

of access, and time of availability. Because of water’s unique characteristics and socio-cultural 
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importance, attempts to monetarily value water services are both difficult and according to some, 

altogether inappropriate.  

Nevertheless, economic valuation - the process of attaching a monetary metric to water 

services – is an increasingly important tool for policy-makers and planners faced with difficult 

decisions regarding the allocation and development of freshwater resources. With market prices 

unable to capture the full spectrum of their costs and benefits, economists have developed special 

techniques to estimate water’s non-market values. Two important occasions when these tools are 

employed are during tariff-setting and assessments of alternative government strategies.  

CEIA and Wacam recognise that water has higher social, economic, health, cultural value 

which outweighs the economic returns from the exploitation of our natural resource of mineral like 

gold. That being so, government and the citizens must protect our water resources from being 

destroyed by irresponsible mining operations from “Galamsey” actors and multinational mining 

companies. 

 

Dated 22nd March 2021 

 

For further information, contact 

Dr Samuel Obiri   - +233 277175645; +233 244708322 (Executive  

Director CEIA) 

Hannah Owusu-Koranteng (Mrs) - +233 276965748 (Associate Executive Director  

Wacam) 


