Pell Grant Eligibility: Side-by-Side

Provision

Current Law

House-Proposed FY 12 Bill

Part-Time Student Eligibility

All less-than-full-time students are eligible

Only students that attend at least half-time are eligible

Minimum Pell Grant Level

Students whose award size is calculated to be between 5 and
10 percent of the minimum grant level in that year's
appropriations receive an award of 10 percent of that level

Students whose award size is determined to be less than ten
percent of the minimum grant level are not eligible for a grant
of any size

Duration of Pell award

13 semesters
{Applies only to students who receive the first Pell award on
or after July 1, 2008)

12 semesters
{Applies to all students regardless of when they received their
first award)

Income protection allowance
for dependent students (FY12)

56,000

£3,290

Income protection allowance
for independent students
without dependents other than
a spouse (FY12)

single students: 59,330
Married students (both enrolled): 59,330
Married students (one enrolled): $14,960

single students: 56,620
Married students {both enrolled): 56,620
Married students {one enrolled): $10,620

Income protection allowance
for independent students with
dependents other than a
spouse (FY12)

Mumber in College Number in College
For each For each
Family Size additional, Family Size additional,

[Including Student) 1 2 3 4 5 subtract: (Including Student] 1 2 3 a4 5 subtract:

2| 523,630 | 519,590 54,020 2| 516,780 | 513,910 52,860

3| 529,420 | 535,400 | 521,360 3| 520,880 | $18,030 | 515,170

4| 536,330 | 532,300 | 528,280 |524,230 4[525,800 | $22,930 | 520,070 | 517,200

5| 542,670 | 538,820 | 534,800 [ 530,770 | 526,750 5] 530,440 | 527,560 | 524,710 | 521,850 [ 518,990

6] 550,130 | 546,100 | 542,050 [538,030 | 534,020 6| $35,600 | 532,730 | 529,880 | 527,000 | 524,160

For each additional, add $5,660 For each additional, add 54,020

Automatic zero expected
family contribution income
level

Sum of adjusted gross income for dependent students' parents

or independent students with dependents other than a spouse

is 532,000 or less for FY12 (subject to annual increase linked to
Consumer Price Index)

Sum of adjusted gross income for dependent students' parents
or independent students with dependents other than a spouse
is 515,000 or less (subject to annual increase linked to
Consumer Price Index)

Definition of untaxed income
and benefits

Excludes additional child tax credit, welfare benefits, earned
income credit, special fuel credits, foreign income excluded on
federal income taxes, and untaxed Social Security benefits

Excludes military housing values; includes additional child tax
credit, welfare benefits, earned income credit, special fuel
credits, foreign income excluded on federal income taxes, and
untaxed Social Security benefits

Students who are not high
school graduates

Allows non-high school graduates to receive Pell grants if they
have: passed an exam; earned approval from the state;
completed secondary education in a home school/private
school recognized as such by state law; OR demonstrated 6
hours of completed coursework toward a higher degree

Allows only home-schooled students who have completed
secondary education in a home school/private school
recognized as such by state law to receive Pell grants

Source: New America Foundation




