
 

New England Fishery Management Council Meeting Agenda  
Tuesday - Thursday, January 28-30, 2020  

Portsmouth Harbor Events Center, 100 Deer Street at 22 Portwalk Place, Portsmouth, NH 03801 
tel: (603) 422-6114 | Portsmouth Harbor Events and Conference Center 

 
Sending comments? Written comments must be received at the NEFMC office no later than 8 a.m., Thursday, January 23, 2020 to be 

considered at this meeting. Please address comments to Council Chairman Dr. John Quinn or Executive Director Tom Nies at: NEFMC, 
50 Water St., Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950. Email submissions should be sent to comments@nefmc.org. 

 

Tuesday, January 28, 2020 
9:00 a.m. Introductions and Announcements (Chairman Dr. John Quinn) 
 
9:05 Reports on Recent Activities 
 Council Chairman, Council Executive Director, Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office (GARFO) Regional 

Administrator, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) General Counsel, Northeast 
Fisheries Science Center (NEFSC), Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council (MAFMC), Atlantic States 
Marine Fisheries Commission, U.S. Coast Guard, and NOAA Enforcement 

 
10:30 Habitat Committee Report (Eric Reid; Brian Hooker, BOEM) 
 Offshore Energy: Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) overview of ongoing activities in the 

Northeast, other offshore energy updates; Habitat-Related Work: develop comments on Great South 
Channel-related Exempted Fishing Permit if notice is available, other habitat updates 

 
11:45 Northeast Ocean Data Portal (Nick Napoli, NROC; Dr. Fiona Hogan, RODA) 
 Update on upcoming work on Northeast Ocean Data Portal using industry input 
 
12:30 p.m. Lunch Break 
 
1:45 Seafood Market Development Options (Dr. Michael Rubino, NOAA Fisheries) 

Presentation on seafood market development options and role of the senior advisor for seafood strategy 
 
2:30 U.S. Scallop Delegation Visit to Hokkaido, Japan (Staff; GARFO) 
 Video presentation covering June 2019 visit by scallop industry, NOAA Fisheries, academia, and Council staff 

to Hokkaido to learn about seed-sowing practices used in Japanese scallop aquaculture 
 
3:00 Commercial Electronic Vessel Trip Reports (eVTRs) (Staff) 
 Final action on joint omnibus framework with the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council (MAFMC) to 

implement eVTRs for all commercial vessels with permits for all species managed by both the New England 
and Mid-Atlantic Councils 

 
4:30 International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) (NOAA Fisheries) 
 Report on the November 2019 annual ICCAT meeting in Spain; input from the Advisory Committee to the 

U.S. Section to ICCAT 
 
Wednesday, January 29, 2020 
8:30 a.m. Use of Sociocultural Information in NEFMC Process (Dr. Lindsey Williams, MIT Sea Grant) 
 Presentation on recent findings; Council discussion 
 
9:15 Scientific and Statistical Committee (SSC) (SSC Chair Dr. Jason McNamee) 
 Report on SSC’s ABC recommendations for four groundfish stocks remanded for further review 
 
10:15 Open Period for Public Comment 
 Opportunity for the public to provide brief comments on issues relevant to Council business but not listed on 

this agenda (please limit remarks to 3-5 minutes) 
 
10:30 Groundfish Committee Report (Terry Stockwell) 
 Recreational Measures: develop recommendations for submission to GARFO on fishing year 2020 

recreational measures for Gulf of Maine cod and Gulf of Maine haddock; Monitoring Amendment 23: 

https://www.portsmouthharborevents.com/
mailto:comments@nefmc.org%20%20%20.


approve Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for public hearings; select preliminary preferred 
alternatives 

 
12:30 p.m. Lunch Break 
 
1:45 Groundfish Committee Report Continued (Terry Stockwell) 
 
Thursday, January 30, 2020 
8:30 a.m. Closed Session (Chairman Dr. John Quinn) 
 Consult on Scientific and Statistical Committee appointments for 2020-2022 and discuss personnel issues 
 
9:00 GARFO/NEFSC Joint Strategic Plan (Regional Administrator Mike Pentony) 
 Presentation on final NEFSC/GARFO Regional Strategic Plan for 2020-2023 and Annual Implementation Plan  
 
9:30 NEFSC Annual Planning Process and Use of NEFMC Research Priorities (NEFSC Director Dr. Jon Hare) 
 Presentation on Northeast Fisheries Science Center’s annual planning process and how the center uses the 

New England Fishery Management Council’s research priorities 
 
10:30 Congressional Update (David Whaley) 
 Update on Congressional activities; Council discussion 
 
11:15 Small-Mesh Multispecies (Whiting) Report (Rick Bellavance) 
 Approve range of alternatives for action to rebuild southern red hake 
 
12:15 p.m. Lunch Break 
 
1:15 Atlantic Herring Report (Peter Kendall) 
 Framework Adjustment 8: initiate action for 2021-2023 specifications; consider adjusting herring measures 

that potentially inhibit the Atlantic mackerel fishery from achieving optimum yield 
 
1:35 Industry-Funded Monitoring (IFM) Amendment (Carrie Nordeen, GARFO) 
 Update on Omnibus IFM Amendment and associated herring measures 
 
2:05 Other Business 
 
 

 
Times listed next to the agenda items are estimates and are subject to change. 

This meeting is physically accessible to people with disabilities. Council member financial disclosure forms are available for examination at the meeting. 
 

Although other non-emergency issues not contained on this agenda may come before this Council for discussion, those issues may not be the subject of formal 
action during this meeting. Council action will be restricted to those issues specifically listed in this notice and any issues arising after publication of this notice that 
require emergency action under section 305 (c) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, provided the public has been notified of the Council's intent to take final action to 
address the emergency. 

                             Documents pertaining to Council actions are available for review prior to a final vote by the Council. 
Please check the Council’s website, www.nefmc.org, or call (978) 465-0492 for copies. 

This meeting will be recorded. Consistent with 16 USC 1852, a copy of the recording is available upon request. 

http://www.nefmc.org/

