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Habitat Plan Development Team Meeting
Date:
Time:
Location:

Thursday, September 14, 2017
9:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
University of Massachusetts Dartmouth
School for Marine Science and Technology (SMAST-East)
836 South Rodney French Blvd., New Bedford, MA 02744

Agenda:
 Clam Dredge Framework – review image analysis results, Nantucket Shoals clam dredge survey
results, and brainstorm approaches to developing exemption area alternatives
 Coral Amendment – review possible updates to Broad Zone Option 7, discuss additional work
needed to complete environmental assessment
 Review possible updates to the Swept Area Seabed Impact model, to align with North Pacific
(Alaska) Fishing Effects model
 Other business as needed
Online access: This meeting will broadcast online via GoToMeeting. Members of the public who call in
will have listen-only access. Click here to join: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/265745877. Use
your computer for audio, or dial (646) 749-3112, access code 265-745-877. Please note that this is not a
toll-free number.
**If you use your phone for audio, please be sure to mute your phone upon joining the call so that there
will not be interference with the team’s discussion**.
Driving directions:
From Boston: Take I-93 South to MA-24 South. Take exit 12 for MA-140 S, then take exit 2A to
merge onto I-95 E towards Cape Cod. Stay on I-195 for approximately 1.5 miles. Follow remaining
directions below.
From Providence: Take I-195 E towards Fall River. Stay on I-195 for approximately 29 miles. Follow
remaining directions below.
From Cape Cod (crossing the Bourne Bridge): Take MA-25 W to I-195 W. Stay on I-195 for
approximately 14 miles. Follow remaining directions below.
Remaining directions: Take exit 15 merge onto MA-18 S towards New Bedford. Stay on 18 as it turns into
JFK Memorial Hwy. then Rodney French Blvd. Follow Rodney French Blvd. along the water until it makes
a sharp left turn. The meeting will be in the new SMAST building (SMAST-East), which is the second
entrance on the right.
The New England Fishery Management Council generally posts announcements of Plan Development
Team (PDT) meetings on the Council’s website, occasionally with very little notice. An agenda may or
may not be included. Team members may discuss topics, if listed, in any order or add other issues not
contained in the meeting notice.

Members of the public may attend PDT meetings, or listen in if the meetings are broadcast, but should
not expect to participate unless the PDT chair invites input. Public comments and questions will not be
taken during PDT conference calls.
PDTs are responsible to the Council and work on technical analyses as directed by their oversight
committee. Once complete, PDT work products are reviewed at oversight committee meetings to which
the public is invited. It is at this point that comments are encouraged on a range of issues, including PDT
reports and recommendations, proposed management options or other information that is relevant to the
committee’s business at that time. The committee, in turn, makes management recommendations to the
full Council based on the full suite of information it has available to it.

