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“Describing the narrative drama of a baseball game is becoming a neglected art
in this age of instantaneous news bursts.
But it is an art. . . . Thanks are due to the
University of Nebraska Press for being
an academic publisher that cherishes fine,
lucid writing.”			
—Scott Simon, Chicago Tribune
“Nebraska has helped keep [baseball]
literature alive. . . . They’ve become a
major source of quality publications on a
variety of topics, including history.”
—Jim Gates, Baseball Hall of Fame
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BASEBALL

When the Crowd Didn’t Roar

Pastime Lost

How Baseball’s Strangest Game Ever
Gave a Broken City Hope

The Humble, Original, and Now Completely
Forgotten Game of English Baseball

Kevin Cowherd

David Block

The first comprehensive account of the most
unique Major League Baseball game ever
played, as well as the tragic death of Freddie
Gray that led up to it and the therapeutic
effect the game had on a troubled city.

This is the history of English baseball, the
immediate ancestor of American baseball. The
game first appeared in England sometime in
the early eighteenth century and was played for
more than 150 years before finally dying out in
the early years of the twentieth century.

“A remarkable sports book that isn’t actu“Pastime lost, and regained! There is now joy in
ally about sports. Instead, it is a reflection
Nerdville, for David Block has unearthed the
on a single professional contest played in
true ancestor of America’s national pastime—
silence—a historical anomaly in which an
happily named Baseball and not Rounders. If
American city, challenged by both legitimate
you believe, as I do, that all great institutions are
protest and grievous violence that followed
most interesting in their murky beginnings, you
the unnecessary death of a man, took a deep
breath and played a baseball game in a locked must read this awesome, indispensable book.”
—John Thorn, official historian of Major
stadium, without fans. And in that empty
League Baseball
space, everyone—from the teams’ owners, to
the players, to the politicians, journalists, fans, “David Block jolts our apple-pie and hot-dog
and ordinary citizens—had to contemplate
psyches by revealing baseball’s English origins.
the hopes and fears and the failures and
. . . Bringing the characters of the game’s past
strengths of their city.”—David Simon,
alive, his joyous work is a gift to anyone who
creator and executive producer of the HBO
loves baseball.”—Selena Roberts, the best-sellseries The Wire
ing author of A-Rod: The Many Lives of Alex
Rodriguez
“Dad always used to say, if you hang around
baseball long enough, you will always see
April 2019 • 320 pp. • 6 x 9 • 9 figures, 4 tables, index
$29.95 • hardcover • 978-1-4962-0851-4
something new. . . . Kevin Cowherd has done
an outstanding job capturing the uniqueness
of this very odd day in baseball history and
all that surrounded it.”
—Cal Ripken Jr., Hall of Famer and former
Baltimore Oriole
April 2019 • 200 pp. • 5 1/2 x 8 1/2 • 10 photographs,
1 appendix, index
$27.95 • hardcover • 978-1-4962-1329-7
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BASEBALL

Doc, Donnie, the Kid,
and Billy Brawl

Almost Yankees

Chris Donnelly

This is the previously untold baseball story of
the 1981 New York Yankees’ Triple-A farm club,
the Columbus Clippers, and how its players
performed in the shadow of one of the sport’s
most famous teams and infamous owners.

How the 1985 Mets and Yankees Fought
for New York’s Baseball Soul
Focuses on the 1985 New York City baseball
season, when the Mets and the Yankees stayed
in contention for the entire season and vied
for the hearts of New York fans.

The Summer of ’81 and the Greatest Baseball
Team You’ve Never Heard Of
J. David Herman

“Columbus discovered America. David Herman
“Chris Donnelly captures elegantly that first
discovered Columbus. What Herman, a great
great baseball summer when the Yankees and
explorer in his own right, found was a cherished
Mets were both good enough that you could
dream again of another Subway Series like the boyhood filled with baseball. Heroes. Homers.
Memories. It’s pure Americana. Herman takes us
ones our fathers and grandfathers had been
back in time and lets us share in his life-changing
raised and nourished on.”—Mike Vaccaro,
New York Post columnist and author of 1941: summer. It’ll make you feel good.”—Dan Raley,
author of Pitchers of Beer: The Story of the Seattle
The Greatest Year in Sports
Rainiers
“Donnelly’s latest is a must-read for sports fans
everywhere. His attention to detail along with “[Reading] Almost Yankees is like sitting with an
the firsthand accounts of so many players and old friend, going over old times and telling stopersonalities involved brought me back to the ries of a time when baseball was still a game, the
summer of ’85 and that unforgettable baseball summer full of magic, and each of us, in our own
season.”—David A. Paterson, former governor way, still dreamed of making the major leagues.
Almost Yankees is a book for anyone who has
of New York
ever fallen in love with baseball.”—Glenn Stout,
April 2019 • 312 pp. • 6 x 9 • index
series editor of The Best American Sports Writing
$29.95 • hardcover • 978-1-4962-0553-7
April 2019 • 336 pp. • 6 x 9 • 30 photographs, index
$29.95 • hardcover • 978-1-4962-0889-7
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BASEBALL

Here’s the Pitch

When Big Data Was Small

Roberta J. Newman

Richard D. Cramer
Foreword by John Thorn

The Amazing, True, New, and Improved
Story of Baseball and Advertising
Examines the connection between advertising and baseball, as both constructors and
reflectors of culture.
“A delight on every page. Dr. Newman offers
a fascinating mosaic of American culture
through the frame of the ‘nearly conjoined
twins’ of baseball and advertising. . . . Highly
recommended.”—Robert Bellamy, professor
of media and sports at Duquesne University

My Life in Baseball Analytics and
Drug Design

Richard D. Cramer has been doing baseball
analytics for just about as long as anyone alive,
even before the term “sabermetrics” existed.
After graduating from Harvard and MIT in the
1960s, he was a research scientist for SmithKline
and in his spare time used his work computer to
test his theories about baseball statistics. One of
his earliest discoveries was that clutch hitting—
then one of the most sacred pieces of received
wisdom in the game—didn’t really exist. Cramer
tells of his life and his remarkable contributions
to baseball knowledge and computer-aided drug
discovery.

“Studying the history of baseball without
studying the history of its advertising partnership is like trying to learn rocketry without
understanding rocket fuel. Newman offers
“Dick was one of a handful of people back in
an insightful history of baseball’s alliance
with advertising that is both entertaining and the ’70s who started the statistical revolution
in baseball . . . in his spare time. He was also a
accessible. Her authoritative analysis is the
respected
scientist with a distinguished career,
go-to source on the symbiotic bond between
and
he
played
a little jazz on the side. This book
two American obsessions.”—James R. Walker,
chronicles
his
life,
with its ups and downs, both
author of Crack of the Bat: A History of Baseprofessional
and
personal,
in an honest and
ball on the Radio
unassuming way.”—Pete Palmer, coauthor of
March 2019 • 352 pp. • 6 x 9 • 14 illustrations,
The Hidden Game of Baseball
index
$34.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-7847-9

May 2019 • 264 pp. • 6 x 9 • 9 illustrations, appendix,
index
$28.95 • hardcover • 978-1-4962-1205-4
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Last Seasons in Havana

The Castro Revolution and the End of
Professional Baseball in Cuba

They Played the Game

Memories from 47 Major Leaguers
Norman L. Macht

César Brioso

Noted baseball historian Norman L. Macht
brings together a wide-ranging collection of baseball voices from the Deadball Era to the 1970s.
In 47 interviews, including nine Hall of Famers,
Macht takes the reader onto the field, into the
dugouts and clubhouses, and inside the minds
of both players and managers. These engaging,
“A well-told history of the swan song of Cuban wide-ranging oral histories bring surprising revprofessional baseball, caught between two
elations about players’ careers—both highlights
dictatorships, Batista’s and Castro’s.”
and lowlights—as they relive their experiences
—Roberto González Echevarría, author of The with memorable players and events.
Pride of Havana
From the interviews:
Last Seasons in Havana explores how Castro’s
rise to power forever altered the future of
Cuba and the course of a sport that had been
ingrained in the island’s culture for almost a
century.

“Tommy Lasorda, Carl Yastrzemski, Luis Tiant,    “Do I think we should have won some pennants
and Fidel Castro are among the cast of charac- during Leo’s [Durocher] years in Chicago? Absoters in César Brioso’s rich account of the last
lutely. We had the best talent in baseball and we
days of the professional game in Havana.
didn’t win. I don’t know why.”—Don Kessinger
A must-read for baseball and history fans.”
   “Honesty has gotten more managers fired than
—Tim Wendel, author of Castro’s Curveball
incompetence.”—Pat Corrales
March 2019 • 304 pp. • 6 x 9 • 25 photographs,
index
$29.95 • hardcover • 978-1-4962-0551-3

   “Casey Stengel would never give you a direct
answer to a question. If an interviewer asked him
one question, he’d get four answers. And if you
had four questions to ask, you’d never get past the
first one.”—George “Highpockets” Kelly
April 2019 • 328 pp. • 6 x 9 • Index
$29.95 • hardcover • 978-1-4962-0550-6

4

university of nebraska press

BASEBALL

Alou

Tom Yawkey

Felipe Alou
with Peter Kerasotis
Foreword by Pedro Martínez

Bill Nowlin

My Baseball Journey

The story of Felipe Alou, a pioneering
All-Star baseball player, manager, and mentor
from the Dominican Republic who is one of
the game’s most respected figures in the last
sixty years.
“A worthwhile journey into baseball’s history
and the rich story of one remarkable baseball
man. All of us who know Alou are aware that
his tale is remarkable. This book brings his
story alive: his path from an impoverished
upbringing to track star to baseball player
to become the first major-league player
from the Dominican Republic. . . . Alou is a
precious part of the history of the Giants and
the game.”
—Ann Killion, San Francisco Chronicle
“An engrossing book, with baseball as the
background and the lessons from a remarkable life going well beyond the game.”
—Jorge L. Ortiz, USA Today

Patriarch of the Boston Red Sox

A biography of Tom Yawkey, sole owner and
cornerstone of the Boston Red Sox from 1932
to 1976.
“Immaculately researched, well-written.”
—Wall Street Journal
“A well-researched biography about the fascinating journey of the Red Sox during the Yawkey
era. Although the team never won a World
Series under Yawkey’s stewardship, he was able
to produce players such as Jimmie Foxx, Ted
Williams, and Carl Yastrzemski. Nowlin touches
on all aspects of Yawkey’s life as a philanthropist
as well as an aggressive deal-maker, even with
regard to controversial issues. This is the most
in-depth book written about Yawkey; Red Sox
and baseball history fans will appreciate it.”
—Gus Palas, Library Journal
2018 • 560 pp. • 6 x 9 • 28 photographs, index
$36.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-9683-1

2018 • 336 pp. • 6 x 9 • 35 photographs, 1 illustration, 1 chronology
$29.95 • hardcover • 978-1-4962-0152-2
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The Presidents and the Pastime

The Pitcher and the Dictator

Curt Smith

Averell “Ace” Smith

The first detailed, in-depth historical yet also
anecdotal and episodic examination of the
unique relationship between the U.S. presidency and America’s national pastime.

The incredible untold story of legendary pitcher
Satchel Paige playing high-stakes baseball for
Dominican Republic dictator Rafael Trujillo.

The History of Baseball and the
White House

Satchel Paige’s Unlikely Season in the
Dominican Republic

“While baseball is at the heart of the book, . . . the
“Smith’s book makes clear baseball’s indelible
story is about much more, including gunboat
mark on our national life and the president’s
diplomacy, the blood-drenched history of
own role in baseball’s annual cycle. This
the Dominican Republic and, not least, the
comes through most clearly in his account of
prevalence of racism and repression in midFDR—the president who more than any of
twentieth century America.”
his predecessors forged a personal bond with —Mark Z. Barabak, Los Angeles Times
the American people, primarily through their
“This short, action-packed narrative illuminates
radios but also through baseball.”—Adam J.
one of those footnotes that dot the history of the
White, Weekly Standard
game but are seldom explored in depth. Here the
“Curt Smith has delivered a gem of a doublefootnote explodes with unexpected vitality.”
header. His book is a superb blend of baseball —Paul Dickson, Wall Street Journal
lore and presidential history. He sharpens
2018 • 240 pp. • 6 x 9 • 14 photographs, 6 illustrations,
our images of our presidents over the last
2 tables, 1 appendix, index
$26.95 • hardcover • 978-1-4962-0549-0
century and a half in a wonderful collection
of anecdotal reflections relating the impact of
baseball on the lives of our nation’s chief executives. It is a great read for baseball fans and
for history buffs.”—John H. Sununu, chief of
staff to President George H. W. Bush
2018 • 504 pp. • 6 x 9 • 24 photographs, 1 illustration, index
$29.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-8809-6
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NEW IN PAPERBACK

One Nation Under Baseball

How the 1960s Collided with the
National Pastime

John Florio and Ouisie Shapiro
Foreword by Bob Costas
One Nation Under Baseball highlights the
intersection between American society and
America’s pastime during the 1960s, when the
hallmarks of the sport—fairness, competition,
and mythology—came under scrutiny.
“A compelling account of how many of the
major cultural challenges and social upheavals during the 1960s interacted with Major
League Baseball.”—Joseph L. Price, Arete
“[An] excellent read.”
—Daniel M. Gold, New York Times
April 2019 • 270 pp. • 6 x 9 • 32 photographs, index
$19.95 • paperback • 978-1-4962-1406-5

NEW IN PAPERBACK

Home Team

The Turbulent History of the
San Francisco Giants
Robert F. Garratt
A history of the San Francisco Giants, from
their beginnings in New York to their team’s
move to California and finally to Pac Bell
(later AT&T) Park, which put them back on
course for three World Series championships.
“A great read and great baseball history.”
—Allen Barra, San Francisco Chronicle
“A significant, authoritative history of the
Giants. Baseball fans should read it. Libraries
should acquire it.”—G. Louis Heath, Aethlon
April 2019 • 264 pp. • 6 x 9 • 27 photographs, 2
graphs, index
$19.95 • paperback • 978-1-4962-1407-2

NEW IN PAPERBACK

Macho Row

The 1993 Phillies and Baseball’s
Unwritten Code
William C. Kashatus
Macho Row explores the 1993 Philadelphia
Phillies and their remarkable season, which fell
just short of a World Series title.
“Macho Row features a lively cast of characters,
players that Major League Baseball will probably never witness again.”—Jack Ryan, Arete
“The 1993 Phillies captured the imaginations of
fans with their hard-edged, take-no-prisoners
attitude.”—Billy Beane, executive vice president of baseball operations for the Oakland
Athletics
April 2019 • 372 pp. • 6 x 9 • 43 photographs, 23
tables, 4 appendixes, index
$19.95 • paperback • 978-1-4962-1408-9

The Integration of the Pacific
Coast League
Race and Baseball on the West Coast

Amy Essington
An account of baseball’s Pacific Coast League,
the first American league of any sport to integrate all of its teams.
“Jackie Robinson was a trailblazer in integrating
Major League Baseball, but as Essington shows,
there were pioneers at the minor-league level
who also blazed a path for a future generation
of African American players. The Pacific Coast
League integrated quickly and was ages ahead
of other areas of the country. Essington’s book
provides readers with a concise, useful examination of that progress.”—Bob D’Angelo, Sport in
American History
2018 • 192 pp. • 6 x 9 • 14 photographs, 1 appendix,
index
$19.95 • paperback • 978-0-8032-8573-6
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Gil Hodges

A Hall of Fame Life
Mort Zachter
 2016 SABR Ron Gabriel Award

Called Out but Safe

A Baseball Umpire’s Journey
Al Clark with Dan Schlossberg
Foreword by Marty Appel

The autobiography of Jewish Major League
Mort Zachter’s biography of Gil Hodges shows
Baseball umpire Al Clark.
him as the best first basemen in the game and
“Books from umpires are infrequent and
later as the manager who led the 1969 Miracle
Mets to a World Series championship. Perhaps
refreshing. . . . It is baseball’s timeless field of
more important, Zachter unearths Hodges’s
vision that offers the vantage where Clark
true heroism by emphasizing the impact that his made a living for more than twenty-five years.
humanity had on those around him on a daily
From a reader’s perspective it’s a point of view
basis.
worth sharing.”—The Plain Dealer (Cleveland)
“Mort Zachter has given us Gil, right down to
“Clark, having called well over 3,000 MLB
the nub of his Marlboro.”—Bob McGee, author games, offers a perspective that is engaging as
of The Greatest Ballpark Ever
well as steeped in personal experience. It will
2018 • 498 pp. • 6 x 9 • 39 photographs, index
$24.95 • paperback • 978-1-4962-0602-2

be of interest to any baseball fan.”
—Library Journal

Urban Shocker

2018 • 236 pp. • 5 1/2 x 8 1/2 • 16 photographs, 1
illustration, 1 appendix
$18.95 • paperback • 978-1-4962-0599-5

Silent Hero of Baseball’s Golden Age

Steve Steinberg
 2018 SABR Baseball Research Award Winner

A biography of 1920s New York Yankees player
Urban Shocker, who pitched while battling
incurable heart disease.
“From the greatest team of all time comes one of
baseball’s most tragic and—somehow—forgotten players. Urban Shocker deserved better, and
thanks to Steve Steinberg and his meticulous
research, his fascinating story is finally told.”
—Brian Kenny, MLB Network studio host

In Pursuit of Pennants

Baseball Operations from
Deadball to Moneyball

Mark L. Armour and
Daniel R. Levitt
With a new epilogue by the authors
An analysis of the strategies used by fourteen
notable winning baseball teams over the past
hundred-plus years, focusing on their decision
making and how they assembled their championship teams. This paperback edition includes
an epilogue and a list of the top thirty general
managers of all time.

“I would rather read Steve Steinberg on Urban
Shocker than just about anyone else on anything
“If Moneyball is the tale of how a modern front
else. Steinberg and Shocker go together like
Cracker Jack and baseball.”—Rob Neyer, author, office works, In Pursuit of Pennants is the
prequel that ably sets the stage.”—Jonah Keri,
commentator, and sports analyst for ESPN
author of the bestselling The Extra 2%
2017 • 352 pp. • 6 x 9 • 50 photographs, index
$32.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-9599-5
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2018 • 526 pp. • 6 x 9 • 31 photographs, 12 tables,
6 charts, 2 appendixes, index
$26.95 • paperback • 978-1-4962-0601-5

BASEBALL

Lefty O’Doul

Baseball’s Forgotten Ambassador
Dennis Snelling
The untold story of Lefty O’Doul, one of
baseball’s greatest hitters, most colorful characters, and the unofficial father of professional
baseball in Japan.
“One of the best baseball books of the year.”
—San Francisco Chronicle
“Perhaps the most important twentieth-century figure not enshrined in Cooperstown, Lefty
O’Doul influenced the game on both sides of
the Pacific. . . . Dennis Snelling brings Lefty to
life in this well-written and fascinating biography. Lefty O’Doul should be on the must-read
list of all serious baseball fans.”—Robert K.
Fitts, author of Banzai Babe Ruth
2017 • 392 pp. • 6 x 9 • 35 photographs, index
$27.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-9096-9

Baseball Beyond Our Borders

An International Pastime

Greatness in the Shadows

Larry Doby and the Integration of the
American League
Douglas M. Branson
Larry Doby breaks the color barrier as the first
black player to integrate the American League
and, though second behind Jackie Robinson,
his path was no less difficult than Robinson’s
and in some ways might have been harder.
“Doby’s trials, and the triumphs that earned
him a place in Cooperstown, are a stirring story
wonderfully told by Douglas Branson.”
—George F. Will, syndicated columnist
“A must-read for anyone who cares about the
Jackie Robinson story and the integration of
baseball. Doby has been neglected for far too
long, so it’s exciting to see Branson give Doby
his due.”—Terry Pluto, author of Our Tribe: A
Baseball Memoir
2016 • 336 pp. • 6 x 9 • 23 photographs, 3 tables
$34.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-8552-1

From the Dugouts to the Trenches

Edited and with an introduction by
George Gmelch and Daniel A. Nathan

Baseball during the Great War

A collection of essays about baseball in other
countries across the globe that explores a wide
range of issues for each region.

Jim Leeke
 2018 SABR Baseball Research Award Winner

“It is curious and warming to see baseball as a
national pastime of so many lands with such
markedly different cultures. What a marvelously adaptive game, and what a splendid
collection of essays!”—John Thorn, official
historian of Major League Baseball

A comprehensive history of the complex relationship between baseball and World War I.

“A feast for both the baseball scholar and the
avid fan. [It is] a genuine window into history
and culture.”—Lee Lowenfish, author of
Branch Rickey: Baseball’s Ferocious Gentleman
2017 • 528 pp. • 6 x 9 • 28 photographs, 3 illustrations, 2 graphs, 1 table, index
$24.95 • paperback • 978-0-8032-7682-6

 2018 Larry Ritter Book Award Winner

“Leeke’s trenchant look at baseball during the
Great War describes grandees, players, and
journalists struggling to find a footing in the
suddenly hobbled game. Meanwhile, their colleagues overseas witness the grim dawn of
the modern world. Riveting and insightful.”
—L. M. Sutter, author of Arlie Latham
2017 • 272 pp. • 6 x 9 • 32 photographs, index
$32.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-9072-3
nebraskapress.unl.edu | unpblog.com
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Baseball’s Power Shift

How the Players Union, the Fans, and the
Media Changed American Sports Culture

Mover and Shaker

Walter O’Malley, the Dodgers, and
Baseball’s Westward Expansion

Krister Swanson

Andy McCue

 2017 SABR Baseball Research Award

 2015 SABR Seymour Medal

A chronicle of the growth and development of
the union movement in Major League Baseball
and the key role of the press and public
opinion in the players’ successes and failures in
labor-management relations.

 2015 SABR Ron Gabriel Award

“Will be read for years to come by fans and
scholars alike interested in understanding the
history and economics of baseball’s labor practices.”—Sport in American History
2016 • 320 pp. • 6 x 9
$29.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-5523-4

The Colonel and Hug

The Partnership that Transformed the
New York Yankees
Steve Steinberg and Lyle Spatz
Foreword by Marty Appel
 2016 SABR Baseball Research Award

The story of New York Yankees owner Jacob
Ruppert and manager Miller Huggins, who,
from 1918 to 1929, partnered to build the
Yankees to become and remain the nation’s
dominant sports franchise.
“A top-notch sports biography.”
—Kirkus Reviews, starred

Biography of controversial team owner Walter
O’Malley, who moved the Dodgers from
Brooklyn to Los Angeles and whose management and marketing practices radically changed
the shape of the game.
“A compelling, detailed, and richly nuanced
biography, Mover and Shaker shows O’Malley as a shrewd and daring businessman who
becomes a major force behind key changes in
the sport.”—Wall Street Journal
2015 • 488 pp. • 6 x 9 • 1 figure, 3 tables, index
$24.95 • paperback • 978-0-8032-7842-4

Smoky Joe Wood

The Biography of a Baseball Legend
Gerald C. Wood
 2014 SABR Seymour Medal

The first full biography of Smoky Joe Wood,
rugged player of the Deadball Era and one of
the most genuine characters in baseball history.
“As readers will discover in Gerald Wood’s
insightful and thorough portrait . . . the
appreciation for Smoky Joe Wood should come
not from individual achievements but from the
sum of all the parts of the man’s life.”—NINE

“This book provides a valuable service in helping
its readers better understand the genesis of the “A stunning account.”
—Society for American Baseball Research
greatest dynasty in American sports history.”
—Inside Game
2015 • 440 pp. • 6 x 9 • 41 photographs
2015 • 576 pp. • 6 x 9 • 45 photographs
$34.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-4865-6
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$24.95 • paperback • 978-0-8032-7841-7

BASEBALL

Baseball before We Knew It

Jackie and Campy

David Block

The Untold Story of Their Rocky Relationship
and the Breaking of Baseball’s Color Line

 2006 SABR Seymour Medal

William C. Kashatus

 2005 Outstanding Academic Book selection
by Choice magazine

Shines light on the complicated relationship
between Jackie Robinson and Roy Campanella
and the integration of baseball.

A Search for the Roots of the Game

 2006 North American Society Award for
Sport History

David Block looks into the early history of the
game and of the 150-year-old debate about its
beginnings, tackling one stubborn misconception after another.

“A superb narrative of sports, race, and politics in
the 1950s and ’60s.”
—Publishers Weekly

“Enhancing our understanding of attitudes
toward integration and race relations at a pivotal
stage of American history through this story of
“A deliciously researched feast. . . . Block’s book is
baseball, this book is highly recommended as
a perfect delight.”—Sports Illustrated
social and sports history.”
“A joyfully discursive romp through the history of —Library Journal starred review
ball sports and a compelling new theory of the
2014 • 248 pp. • 6 x 9 • 23 photographs, 1 map
game’s origins.”—New York Times Book Review
$24.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-4633-1
2006 • 352 pp. • 6 x 9 • 29 illustrations, 2 maps, index
$19.95 • paperback • 978-0-8032-6255-3

Banzai Babe Ruth

Baseball, Espionage, and Assassination
during the 1934 Tour of Japan
Robert K. Fitts
 2013 SABR Seymour Medal

The story of the 1934 American baseball tour of
Japan and a shared loved of the game against a
backdrop of growing Japanese nationalism and
growing political differences.
“Deserves a spot in any baseball (or Japan) lover’s
library.”—Wall Street Journal
“A well-researched, fascinatingly told tale of two
super powers whose shared passion for baseball
wasn’t enough to maintain the peace, though
it did help to restore it in the years following
World War II.”—Baseball America
2013 • 366 pp. • 6 x 9 • 35 photographs, 1 map, 3
appendixes
$24.95 • paperback • 978-0-8032-4581-5

Branch Rickey

Baseball’s Ferocious Gentleman
Lee Lowenfish
 2008 SABR Seymour Medal
 2007 Outstanding Academic Book selection
by Choice magazine

The definitive biography of Branch Rickey, the
man who signed Jackie Robinson, invented
baseball’s farm system, and changed the face of
American sports ownership.
“Lowenfish’s take is detailed and nuanced,
balancing the issue of integration with the economic and competitive imperatives of running
a professional baseball team. . . . In these pages
Lowenfish traces the evolution of that America
through the filter of a remarkable life.”
—David L. Ulin, Los Angeles Times Book Review
2009 • 728 pp. • 6 1/4 x 9 1/4 • 18 photographs, index
$26.95 • paperback • 978-0-8032-2453-7
nebraskapress.unl.edu | unpblog.com
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No Place I Would Rather Be

The Roger Kahn Reader

Joe Bonomo

Roger Kahn
Edited and with an introduction by
Bill Dwyre

Roger Angell and a Life in
Baseball Writing

Six Decades of Sportswriting

No Place I Would Rather Be is a look at Roger
Angell’s writing over the decades, including his A rich collection of stories and articles by the
dean of American sportswriters, Roger Kahn.
early short stories, pieces for the New Yorker,
Written across six decades, this volume shows his
and later autobiographical essays, and at the
ability to describe the athletes he profiled as they
common threads that run through it.
truly were in a manner neither compromised nor
“The game of baseball best represents our coun- cruel but always authentic and up close.
try’s soul, and no one has chronicled its beauty
“Roger Kahn is all about words and a sensibility
better than Roger Angell. With only class
that respects athletes, especially baseball players,
and eloquence, Roger’s insights have taught
for their sublime skills, but especially for their
us all—starting with sport and extending to
love and dedication to their exacting sport. He is
humanity.”
remorseless about racism, cruelty and hypocrisy,
—Joe Torre, MLB’s chief baseball officer
but above all appreciative of talent and integrity.
“Roger Angell is an American treasure. Fans of . . . Spending a few hours with The Roger Kahn
baseball and the craft of writing will enjoy this Reader is like a time-machine voyage back to a
inside look at one of the all-time best.”
sports world of authentic heroes, colorful but
—Tom Verducci, author of The Yankee Years
not obnoxious characters, just causes, smart talk
May 2019 • 232 pp. • 5 1/2 x 8 1/2 • 5 photographs,
and love of the games. Roger Kahn helped create
index
that world and reanimates it here for our plea$27.95 • hardcover • 978-1-4962-1325-9
sure.”—Edward Kosner, Wall Street Journal
2018 • 408 pp. • 6 x 9 • 2 tables
$32.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-9472-1
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SPORTS LITERATURE

The Lost Journalism of
Ring Lardner

The Summer Game

Ring Lardner
Edited by Ron Rapoport
Foreword by James Lardner

The Summer Game, Roger Angell’s first book
on the sport, changed baseball writing forever.
It goes beyond the usual sports reporter’s beat
to examine baseball’s complex place in our
American psyche.

This anthology of journalist Ring Lardner’s
writings on sports and other nonfiction topics
collects works that have been mostly unavailable for decades.
“It’s good to have the lost treasure of Ring
Lardner the journalist back with us again. At
long last.”—Chicago Tribune
“This book is an absolute jewel. . . . Ron
Rapoport has contributed a masterful collection to the world of sports and literature.”
—Dan Jenkins
2017 • 592 pp. • 6 x 9
$39.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-6973-6

The John Lardner Reader

A Press Box Legend’s Classic Sportswriting
John Lardner Edited and with an
introduction by John Schulian
Foreword by Dan Jenkins
An anthology of famed sportswriter John
Lardner, including forty-nine of his most
influential pieces.
“It’s almost scandalous that the work of Ring’s
oldest son has not appeared in book form for
some fifty years. . . . A collection well worth
the wait.”—Booklist
“A terrific book because the best of John Lardner is extraordinarily good.”
—Bill Littlefield, Boston Globe
2010 • 304 pp. • 5 1/2 x 8 1/2
$19.95 • paperback • 978-0-8032-3047-7

Roger Angell

“Page for page, The Summer Game contains not
only the classiest but also the most resourceful
baseball writing I have ever read.”
—New York Times Book Review
“This collection of essays takes you into
the heart of baseball as it was in the 1960s,
conveyed with humor and insight. . . . [Roger
Angell] can translate the nuances of the game
with perfect clarity.”—Wall Street Journal
2004 • 303 pp.
$19.95 • paperback • 978-0-8032-5951-5

Five Seasons

A Baseball Companion
Roger Angell
Five Seasons covers the baseball seasons from
1972 through 1976, described as the “most
significant half decade in the history of the
game,” notable for the remarkable individual
feats of Hank Aaron, Lou Brock, and Nolan
Ryan, among others.
“A book for people who miss good writing, who
miss clarity, lucidity, style, and passion. It’s a
book for all seasons.”—New York Times Book
Review
“Roger Angell is a stunning writer. . . . A writer
who can translate the nuances of the game with
perfect clarity.”
—Tim McCarver, Wall Street Journal
2004 • 413 pp.
$19.95 • paperback • 978-0-8032-5950-8
nebraskapress.unl.edu | unpblog.com
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FOOTBALL

Collision of Wills

The Dancing Bear

Johnny Unitas, Don Shula, and the
Rise of the Modern NFL

My Eighteen Years in the Trenches of the
AFL and NFL

Jack Gilden

Ron McDole with Rob Morris
Foreword by George Flint

The complicated relationship between Don
Shula and Johnny Unitas with the fabled
Baltimore Colts of the 1960s.

Ron McDole recounts his memorable life as one
of the most underrated defensive players in pro
football in the sixties and seventies.

“Gilden’s new book reminds us that the game,
even in its golden era, has always had contro- “It is a captivating story that covers some of the
most important points in the game’s (and our
versy. But it was usually well-hidden. Gilden
nation’s) history, including the Kennedy assassiuncovers much that we never suspected, in a
book about two of the most legendary figures nation, the civil rights movement, the Vietnam
War, the NFL-AFL merger, the explosion of the
the game has ever known. . . . This one’s not
game’s popularity, and much more. This book
for the hero worshippers who wish only to
think of their favorite teams as happy bands of is a must-have not only for fans of the Bills and
the Redskins but for football fans of every stripe.
brothers. It’s about one of the greatest teams
The Dancing Bear has scored a touchdown!”
in football history—the late, lamented Colts
—Jeffrey J. Miller, author of Rockin’ the Rockpile:
before they were snatched from Baltimore—
and the sheer contempt their quarterback and The Buffalo Bills of the American Football League
coach had for each other.”
“I asked him once what his best move was.
—Michael Olesker, Baltimore Post-Examiner
He said ‘I suck in my stomach and make my
opponents miss me.’”—Kenny Houston, safety,
“Gilden’s detailed book captures the exciteHouston Oilers and Washington Redskins, and
ment of the Unitas-led Colts drives and
Pro Football Hall of Famer
provides a glimpse into one of pro football’s
greatest player-coach relationships.”
2018 • 248 pp. • 6 x 9 • 21 photographs, 1 table, index
$29.95 • hardcover • 978-1-4962-1261-0
—Publishers Weekly
2018 • 352 pp. • 6 x 9 • 11 photographs, index
$29.95 • hardcover • 978-1-4962-0691-6
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FOOTBALL

Spirals

A Family’s Education in Football
Timothy B. Spears
Spirals tracks the relationship between college football, higher education, and a family’s
involvement in the sport.
“Professor Spears grew up with a noble football lineage. . . . The author uses that history
to think deeply about men and violence,
football and masculinity, family and higher
education. This is no mere jock memoir.
Spirals is one of the most thoughtful books
I know about sports.”—Elliott Gorn, Joseph
Gagliano Chair in Urban History at Loyola
University Chicago
“Tim Spears’s Spirals is an elegant meditation
on family, generational change, Yale, and—
the cord that binds—football. There are rare
books that touch your mind and heart—this
is one of them. Like his father’s perfect spirals,
like the spirals of time and physical decay that
happen to all people and institutions, Spears
shows the beauty, pain, and lasting hold of
the game. In the story of his family is the
tale of the football.”—Randy Roberts, 150th
Anniversary Professor and Distinguished
Professor at Purdue University

Present at the Creation

My Life in the NFL and the Rise of
America’s Game
Upton Bell with Ron Borges
The story of pro football’s explosive growth from
sport to cultural icon through the eyes of Upton
Bell, former NFL team executive and general
manager and son of NFL commissioner Bert
Bell.
“Do yourself a favor and pick up Present at the
Creation. . . . It’s the story of the NFL through
the clear eyes of a wise and funny man who lived
through just about all of it.”
—Dan Shaughnessy, Boston Globe
“This is a fascinating behind-the-scenes story of a
young man who was beside his father, NFL commissioner Bert Bell, through all the major events
as pro football became America’s No. 1 sport;
he then became the chief scout of the Baltimore
Colts’ championship teams and then the general
manager of the New England Patriots. A mustread for any fan of pro football.”—Ernie Accorsi,
former general manager of the New York Giants
2017 • 416 pp. • 6 x 9 • 37 photographs, 1 illustration
$24.95 • hardcover • 978-1-4962-0039-6

2018 • 184 pp. • 6 x 9 • 20 photographs, index
$24.95 • hardcover • 978-1-4962-0363-2
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FOOTBALL

The Art of Football

The Early Game in the Golden Age of
Illustration
Michael Oriard
This singular look at early college football
art and illustrations contains more than two
hundred images, many rare or previously
unpublished, from a variety of sources and
artists, including Winslow Homer, Edward
Penfield, J. C. Leyendecker, Frederic Remington, Charles Dana Gibson, George Bellows,
and many others.

“A gorgeous and thoughtful overview of the
visual record of the early years of the game.”
—Library Journal, starred review
“A gem of a book that traces the sport’s aesthetic side all the way back to its emergence from
the primordial ooze 150 years ago.”—John
Schulian, editor of Football: Great Writing
about the National Sport

Andrew O’Toole
The story of the convergence of Washington
Redskins owner George Preston Marshall,
resisting integration as the last holdout in football and in pro sports, with the major changes
that took place in the NFL from 1958 through
1962. Andrew O’Toole chronicles these pivotal
years when the NFL began its ascent to the top
of the nation’s sporting interest.
“Excellent, highly readable. . . . It belongs on
the bookshelves of NFL fans.”
—Aethlon: The Journal of Sport Literature
2016 • 272 pp. • 6 x 9 • 24 photographs
$29.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-9935-1

Redskins

2017 • 280 pp. • 10 x 7 • 91 color illustrations, 120
b&w illustrations, index
$39.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-9069-3

C. Richard King

Forever Red

 Named a 2016 Favorite Book by
The Progressive

More Confessions of a Cornhusker Fan
Steve Smith
With a new afterword by the author
With a new afterword bringing it up to the
dawn of the Scott Frost Era, Forever Red is an
insightful, witty, and unique take on Nebraska
football fandom.
“I’m not sure better prose exists on what it’s
like to be a Nebraska football fan.”
—Hail Varsity
“Football fans everywhere will enjoy this book.
It is a very good read.”—Aethlon
2018 • 258 pp. • 5 1/2 x 8 1/2
$17.95 • paperback • 978-1-4962-1175-0
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Fight for Old DC

George Preston Marshall, the Integration of
the Washington Redskins, and the Rise of a
New NFL

university of nebraska press

Insult and Brand

An in-depth examination of how the ongoing
struggle over the Washington NFL franchise
name raises questions about popular perceptions of American Indians, the cultural life
of consumer brands, and existing obstacles to
inclusion and equality.
“Those seeking a deeper understanding of the
anti-Skins crusade will find a vibrant apostle in
C. Richard King. . . . Illuminating.”
—Dave Shiflett, Wall Street Journal
“An important and must-read book for understanding the Redskins controversy.”—Andrew
McGregor, Sport in American History
March 2019 • 258 pp. • 6 x 9 • 11 photographs, 1
illustration, index
$18.95 • paperback • 978-1-4962-1347-1

BASKETBALL

Citizen Akoy

Sugar

Basketball and the Making of a South
Sudanese American

Micheal Ray Richardson, Eighties Excess,
and the NBA

Steve Marantz

Charley Rosen

An account of a Sudanese immigrant turned
Charley Rosen examines the complicated state of
high school basketball legend against a
the National Basketball Association during the
broader narrative of immigration and assimila- 1970s and first half of the 1980s. By constructing
tion in America.
the story around Micheal Ray Richardson—
equal parts basketball savant, drug addict, and
“I’m convinced that the greatest basketball
pariah—Rosen discusses some of the more
player in the next one hundred years will be
unseemly elements of the NBA as the league
a Dinka tribesman originally from southern
developed into a worldwide phenomenon and
Sudan. Size and grace will win the day. Akoy
global brand.
Agau will be mentioned as one of the building
“Charley Rosen, the voice of NBA history, has
blocks in this history. Here is his amazing stodialed up a biography of Sugar Ray Richardson’s
ry. Magic abounds.”—Leigh Montville, author
experiences in life and basketball. Sugar is both
of Manute: The Center of Two Worlds
a painful and empathetic experience of a man’s
“Akoy’s amazing journey from refugee to basquest to exorcise his demons. Basketball is his
ketball star isn’t just about sports. It’s a story of expression of joy, but life isn’t that easy for Ray.
growing up, transcending race, and pursuing
It’s a timepiece on NBA basketball in the ’80s
dreams, and Marantz tells it well.”
and on our society’s ability to move through the
—Henry Cordes, staff writer for the Omaha
blocks of our racial issues.”—Phil Jackson
World-Herald
“[Sugar] should provide fans of today’s worldwide,
February 2019 • 240 pp. • 6 x 9 • 27 photographs,
multibillion dollar NBA with an understanding
index
of the league’s history.”
$26.95 • hardcover • 978-1-4962-0322-9
—Wes Lukowsky, Booklist starred review
2018 • 192 pp. • 5 1/2 x 8 1/2
$24.95 • hardcover • 978-1-4962-0216-1
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BASKETBALL

When Basketball Was Jewish

Voices of Those Who Played the Game
Douglas Stark
In this oral history collection, Douglas Stark
chronicles Jewish basketball throughout the
twentieth century in the words of those who
played it.

“The players and coaches chronicled in this
book are not only important figures in Jewish
basketball history; they played an important
part in the history of the game. As a student
of the game, a basketball lifer, and someone
who is extremely proud of his Jewish heritage,
I can appreciate the doors that they opened,
and I’m glad that their stories are being
told.”—Ernie Grunfeld, president of the
Washington Wizards
2017 • 320 pp. • 6 x 9 • 20 photographs, index
$29.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-9588-9

The Chosen Game

A Jewish Basketball History
Charley Rosen
Through interviews and lively anecdotes
from franchise owners, coaches, players, and
referees, The Chosen Game explores the contribution of Jews to the evolution of present-day
pro basketball from the sport’s inception to
the present.

Phog

The Most Influential Man in Basketball
Scott Morrow Johnson
Foreword by Judy Allen Morris
A complete biography of Forrest “Phog” Allen,
legendary University of Kansas basketball
coach and a key figure in the sport’s development and its coaching.
“Phog is perfect for the general reader, and supplants Blair Kerkoff ’s 1996 biography of Allen
as the best book about Phog Allen available.”
—Sport in American History
“Phog is certainly a great read, showing the
impact [Coach Allen] has had.”
—Danny Manning, KU basketball legend and
head coach at Wake Forest University
2016 • 376 pp. • 6 x 9 • 26 photographs
$29.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-8571-2

Nebrasketball

Coach Tim Miles and a Big Ten Team
on the Rise
Scott Winter
Foreword by Tom Izzo
 2016 Nebraska Book Award

An episodic biography of Nebraska men’s
basketball coach Tim Miles and a chronicle of
the memorable 2013–2014 season.

“An insider’s view full of color and detail
“Before basketball was the ‘city game,’ it was
and the raw workings of a program that has
a ‘Jewish game.’ No one is better equipped
captured
the hearts of not just Nebraska fans
than roundball aficionado and NBA-insider
but
all
of
college basketball.”—Shelley Smith,
Charley Rosen to skillfully chronicle Jewish
ESPN and SportsCenter correspondent
presence in the world of hoops, on and off the
court.”—Jeffrey S. Gurock, author of Judaism’s “Anyone valuing the lessons derived from hard
Encounter with American Sports
work, diligence, and persistence during adversity will enjoy this book.”—Lincoln Journal Star
2017 • 224 pp. • 5 1/2 x 8 1/2
$24.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-5543-2
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2015 • 392 pp. • 6 x 9 • 22 photographs
$24.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-9892-7

SOCCER

Defying Expectations

The Global Game

Simon Veness and Susan Veness

Edited by John Turnbull,
Thom Satterlee, and Alon Raab

Phil Rawlins and the
Orlando City Soccer Story

The inside story of the birth of the Orlando
City Soccer Club.
“This is a thoroughly-researched, extremely
well-written book by two veteran writers. . . .
Soccer fans, indeed all sports fans as well as
general readers, will enjoy reading this excellent book.”—G. Louis Heath, Arete
“The authors have gotten to the heart of a
vital story about starting a soccer team in
North America that highlights Phil Rawlins’s
unquenchable passion for the game, and the
drive needed to be successful.”—Gary Mellor,
managing director of Beswicks Sports (UK)
2017 • 304 pp. • 6 x 9 • 28 photographs, index
$26.95 • hardcover • 978-1-4962-0176-8

The Soccer Diaries

An American’s Thirty-Year Pursuit of the
International Game

Writers on Soccer

The writings gathered in this volume reflect the
universal and infinitely varied ways in which
soccer connects with human experience. Poetry
and prose from Ted Hughes, Charles Simic,
Eduardo Galeano, Günter Grass, Giovanna
Pollarolo, Nobel Prize winner Mario Vargas
Llosa, and Elvis Costello take us to a dizzying
array of cultures and climes, from Missoula,
Montana, to Sierra Leone.
“This delightful collection is essential reading
for the soccer fan and those interested in soccer
and sport generally in a global environment.”
—Library Journal
2008 • 316 pp. • 6 x 9
$21.95 • paperback • 978-0-8032-1078-3

Soccer Stories

Anecdotes, Oddities, Lore, and
Amazing Feats
Donn Risolo

Michael J. Agovino

This collection offers the perfect opportunity
to catch up on soccer’s rich history—and to
The Soccer Diaries is the story of a man’s thirty-year obsession with soccer, tracing the sport’s discover some of the funniest, most ironic, outlandish, and tragic stories ever to come out of
evolution and popularity both abroad and in
the world of sports, taking readers as far afield
the U.S.
as the Faeroe Islands, Thailand, Madagascar,
“An intimate and wonderfully written account
Belarus, Bhutan, and the North Pole.
of a sport that is increasingly shaking America’s
“From conspiracy to controversy, this is a
soul out.”—Colum McCann, author of the
unique look at famous and not-so-famous
National Book Award winner Let the Great
incidents
from world soccer. There’s something
World Spin
here for all who love the game.”
“A funny and affecting account of one Ameri—JP Dellacamera, World Cup and Olympic
can’s stubborn embrace of soccer.”—Esquire
soccer commentator
2018 • 318 pp. • 5 1/2 x 8 1/2 • 3 photographs,
1 illustration
$19.95 • paperback • 978-1-4962-0597-1

2010 • 408 pp. • 6 x 9
$24.95 • paperback • 978-0-8032-3014-9
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WOMEN IN SPORTS

Women on the Move

The Forgotten Era of Women’s
Bicycle Racing
Roger Gilles

NEW IN PAPERBACK

Dream Like a Champion

Wins, Losses, and Leadership the
Nebraska Volleyball Way

John Cook with Brandon Vogel
Women on the Move tells the full story of
America’s most popular arena sport during the With a new chapter by the authors
1890s, women’s professional bicycle racing.
University of Nebraska–Lincoln 2017 national
championship volleyball coach John Cook
“Gilles’s book is a window into a virtually
shares the coaching and leadership philosophy
unknown time in women’s sports, and it’s
that has enabled him to become one of the
important because it adds to the history of
winningest coaches in the sport. This paperback
female athletes who have overcome so many
edition features a new chapter about the 2017
obstacles to be able to compete. It’s also more national championship season.
evidence that women have always been more
suited to sports than they’ve been given credit “Great coaches and teachers relentlessly strive for
for, and that when they have the opportunity learning and improvement—in their people, in
to train, they’ve always been just as capable as their teams, and in themselves. John Cook’s story
is permeated with that pursuit: what an innovathe men.”—Britni de la Cretaz, Guardian
tor! If you crave the ‘better,’ you’d better read this
“Roger Gilles shines a much-deserved light on book.”—Karch Kiraly, head coach, U.S. women’s
1890s women cyclists, bringing back to life
National Volleyball Team
Tillie Anderson, Dottie Farnsworth, and their
“John
Cook has accomplished nearly everything
sisters on wheels. Thoroughly researched, this
a
volleyball
coach can achieve. He has done this
is a rollicking read—a treasure.”
not
by
focusing
just on recruiting great players or
—Peter Joffre Nye, author of Hearts of Lions
the physical skills of his players. In Dream Like
2018 • 360 pp. • 6 x 9 • 31 photographs, index
a Champion John reveals his relentless quest for
$29.95 • hardcover • 978-1-4962-0417-2
better team chemistry, improving communication skills, proper goal setting, and attention to
detail—which together result in peak performance.”—Tom Osborne, former Husker head
football coach, NU athletic director, and U.S.
congressman
2018 • 232 pp. • 6 x 9 • 20 photographs
$17.95 • paperback • 978-1-4962-1191-0
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WOMEN IN SPORTS

The Rebounders

A Division I Basketball Journey

Olympic Collision

The Story of Mary Decker and Zola Budd

Amanda Ottaway

Kyle Keiderling

Written from a former player’s perspective,
The Rebounders traces the experiences of
women’s D-I basketball players, from the
recruiting stage as teenagers to wins, losses,
injuries and coming of age as college-educated women in their twenties.

The dual biography of Mary Decker and Zola
Budd and the infamous Olympic incident that
binds them together.

“Ottaway is a fine writer who exhibits both
compassion and insight throughout this
story of one woman’s coming-of-age as an
athlete.”—Wes Lukowsky, Booklist

“Keiderling provides insight into how the sports
machine works and particularly into how athletes remember long-ago events on the field—for
they remain fresh to both Decker and Budd,
each of whom went on to endure other travails
off the track. A sprint down Memory Lane for
fans of sports history, particularly sports controversies.”—Kirkus Reviews

“With its special emphasis on what it means
to be a female pursuing athletic excellence,
“A highly entertaining page-turner and a mustAmanda Ottaway’s story is a welcome addiread.”—Athletics Illustrated
tion to the growing list of books addressing
2016 • 368 pp. • 6 x 9 • 14 photographs
this subject. Unflinching and celebratory, The $27.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-9084-6
Rebounders captures the spirit of collegiate
sport with both candor and joy.”
—Madeleine Blais, Pulitzer Prize winner and
author of In These Girls, Hope Is a Muscle
2018 • 304 pp. • 6 x 9 • no index
$29.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-9684-8
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WOMEN IN SPORTS
NEW IN PAPERBACK

Making My Pitch

A Woman’s Baseball Odyssey
Ila Jane Borders with
Jean Hastings Ardell
Foreword by Mike Veeck
 Named an “Over the Rainbow Book” by the
ALA’s GLBTQ Round Table

Beyond Bend It Like Beckham

The Global Phenomenon of Women’s Soccer
Timothy F. Grainey
Foreword by Brittany Timko
Timothy F. Grainey has written the first
in-depth global analysis of the women’s game—
both where it has come from and where it is
headed, following the sport’s reach into the
unlikeliest places.

The story of Ila Jane Borders, the first woman
“Serves as a great history lesson for a sport
to play pro baseball since the Negro Leagues of
the modern era and the first woman to pitch a
where persistent struggle has led to remarkable
winning game. Making My Pitch shows what it’s
growth. It is a wonderfully insightful look at
like to be the only woman on the team bus, in the the development of the sport in the United
clubhouse, and on the field of play.
States and abroad. I thoroughly enjoyed the
book and would recommend it to any women’s
“An inspiring and important account, told with
grace and self-awareness that will appeal to base- soccer enthusiast.”
ball and sports fans along with readers interested —Tiffany Roberts Sahaydak, Olympic gold
medalist and World Cup Champion
in LGBTQ memoirs.”—Library Journal
April 2019 • 264 pp. • 6 x 9 • 22 photographs
$19.95 • paperback • 978-1-4962-1405-8

A Game of Their Own
Voices of Contemporary
Women in Baseball
Jennifer Ring
 Named a best sports book of 2015 by the
Boston Globe, Christian Science Monitor, and
the Daily Beast

2012 • 304 pp. • 6 x 9 • 7 illustrations, 15 tables
$19.95 • paperback • 978-0-8032-3470-3

Unrivaled

UConn, Tennessee, and the Twelve Years
that Transcended Women’s Basketball
Jeff Goldberg
Foreword by Rebecca Lobo
Afterword by Alysa Auriemma
Unrivaled covers the on-court and behind-thescenes story of the UConn-Tennessee rivalry
between coaches, players, and fans—the most
celebrated and controversial in women’s college
basketball history.

The story of the women who played baseball on
the 2010 Team USA and the Women’s World
Cup Tournament in Venezuela, and who struggle
to gain acceptance in a game that continues to
exclude them.
“Goldberg does a nice job with game-by-game
reporting, peppering each with comments from
“Fascinating.”—Huffington Post
key players such as Rebecca Lobo, Diana Taur2018 • 392 pp. • 6 x 9 • 41 photographs, 2 appendixes,
asi,
Sue Bird, Tamika Catchings, and Chamique
index
Holdsclaw. The book ends with a moving after$19.95 • paperback • 978-1-4962-0598-8
word from Auriemma’s daughter, Alysa, who
pays tribute to Summitt.”—Tampa Tribune
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2015 • 264 pp. • 6 x 9 • 8 photographs, 1 appendix
$27.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-5520-3

HOCKEY

We Want Fish Sticks

The Bizarre and Infamous Rebranding of
the New York Islanders
Nicholas Hirshon
Foreword by Éric Fichaud
The colorful story of the rebranding of the
mid-’90s New York Islanders.

“There were times during the mid- to late
1990s when Barnum and Bailey had nothing
on the New York Islanders. From a disastrous rebranding to ownership fiascos, they
became a bad hockey joke. Thanks to Nick
Hirshon’s narrative, it’s far more enjoyable to
revisit today than it was to experience in real
time.”—Howie Rose, television play-by-play
broadcaster for the New York Islanders,
1995–2016
“Hirshon skillfully captures perhaps the most
colorful story in hockey history. Benefiting
from original interviews with NHL players,
We Want Fish Sticks takes readers on the ice
and into the locker room for the stranger-than-fiction moments that defined the
mid-1990s New York Islanders.”—Keith
Jones, hockey studio analyst for NBC Sports
2018 • 312 pp. • 6 x 9 • 20 photographs, appendix,
index
$29.95 • hardcover • 978-1-4962-0653-4

The California Golden Seals

A Tale of White Skates, Red Ink, and One of
the NHL’s Most Outlandish Teams
Steve Currier
A narrative history of the California Golden
Seals, one of the worst-but-noteworthy teams in
pro hockey history.
“The Seals are remembered today as one of the
most colorful outfits in hockey history. And now
the whole story of hockey, chaos, and heartbreak
is expertly told in Steve Currier’s The California
Golden Seals, a book that shines a long-overdue
spotlight on a team and a time, the likes of
which we shall never see again.”
—Todd Denault, author of Jacques Plante: The
Man Who Changed the Face of Hockey
“This detailed history of the ill-fated and often
forgotten team lets us in on everything that was
right, and especially everything that was wrong
with the Seals. . . . These were real men with real
highs and real lows. Lots of lows. Steve Currier
takes us on a great trip back in time to the NHL’s
original Northern California adventure.”
—Ken Reid, anchor for SportsNet and author of
Hockey Card Stories
2017 • 496 pp. • 6 x 9 • 38 photographs, 8 illustrations,
25 tables, index
$36.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-8848-5
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GOLF

The Hole Truth

The Masters

Determining the Greatest Players in Golf
Using Sabermetrics

A Hole-by-Hole History of America’s Golf
Classic, Third Edition

Bill Felber

David Sowell

The Hole Truth is the first statistics-based
analytical approach to ranking the best players
in pro golf history.

Provides stories and highlights from the Masters
from its inception up through 2018.

“Sowell gives us the Masters in full flower.”
“In golf, only one metric counts: the score.
—Booklist
That means if you adapt for dimensional
“Every kind of book on the Masters that could
changes over time, you can go from Bobby
be written had been written, until David Sowell
Jones to Ben Hogan, Babe Zaharias, Arnie,
came along. He takes a route previously not takJack, Mickey Wright, Tiger, and Annika
en, giving each of the eighteen holes of Augusta
right to today’s stars, Jordan Spieth and Lexi
National its own fifteen minutes of fame.”
Thompson, match them all up, and rank them.
—Furman Bisher, the late legendary sports
The Hole Truth measures the best players, men
columnist for the Atlanta Journal-Constitution
and women, of all golf generations and ages,
adapting that single metric—the score—to all “We have always wondered why the Masters is a
tradition unlike any other. David Sowell has an
the various equipment, course, conditioning
answer. . . . He covers the magical moments of
and weather changes. In The Hole Truth the
the good, the grand, and the also-ran on a course
genders compete on equal terms. Rightly so.
that itself is a memorial to Bobby Jones.”
That makes this book a must-read for golfers
and golf fans who love the game’s metrics, and —Sidney L. Matthew, author and producer of
Life and Times of Bobby Jones
who are fascinated by discussions regarding
how players of yesterday would fare against
March 2019 • 304 pp. • 6 x 9 • 18 illustrations, 2
appendixes, index
the greats of today. You’ll be amazed.”
$29.95 • hardcover • 978-1-4962-1283-2
—Jim Colbert, golf analyst for ESPN and
eight-time winner on the PGA Tour and
Senior Players Championship
January 2019 • 328 pp. • 6 x 9 • 108 tables,
69 charts, index
$29.95 • hardcover • 978-1-4962-0654-1
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Playing Through

Modern Golf ’s Most Iconic Players
and Moments
Jim Moriarty
Playing Through features informed and insightful pieces on pro golf from the early 1980s
to the present from one of the game’s most
respected writers.

The Kingdom of Golf in America
Richard J. Moss
A cultural—or people’s history—of golf in the
United States from the 1880s to the present.
“[Richard J. Moss’s] love for the game is infectious.”—Henry Allen, Wall Street Journal

“A historian specializes in the past, but Moss
casts a sharp eye on the game’s future as well
“Any collection of Jim Moriarty’s writings on
and his conclusion is sobering.”—Dennis
golf is reason to celebrate for any true fan of the McCann, Wisconsin Golfer
game. He writes effortlessly about players’ trials
2013 • 400 pp. • 6 x 9
and triumphs in a full-bodied manner that
$34.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-4482-5
recalls the finest storytellers of the past century.
Here’s one for your reading chair and library,
Wide Open Fairways
a true perennial.”—James Dodson, author of
Final Rounds and American Triumvirate
A Journey across the Landscapes of
2016 • 288 pp. • 6 x 9
$34.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-7865-3

Arnie, Seve, and a Fleck of
Golf History
Heroes, Underdogs, Courses,
and Championships

Bill Fields
Foreword by Ben Crenshaw
Candid profiles and informed observations on
golf by one of the sport’s best living writers.
“Nobody knows the game of golf and many of
the quaint people who have inhabited it better
than Bill Fields, and I’ve never read anyone
who gets them down on paper better than he
does. You’ll enjoy this book more than a string
of birdies if you care anything at all about the
sport.”—Dan Jenkins, author of Dead Solid
Perfect
2014 • 320 pp. • 6 x 9
$19.95 • paperback • 978-0-8032-4880-9

Modern Golf

Bradley S. Klein
An exploration of what makes golf courses
unique and compelling as recreational
landscapes and as cultural markers, linking
the game to larger issues of land use, ecology,
design, and imagination.
“Bradley Klein takes us on a voyage across
North America with his educative eye . . .
descriptively and movingly. Of course I enjoy
his words about the many golf courses, but
this book also says much about the land that
our country was blessed with—and how it was
treated.”—Ben Crenshaw, member of World
Golf Hall of Fame and golf course architect
“Bradley Klein’s book is a magical combination
of memoir, history, science (natural and social),
and, of course, golf. It’s illuminating both for
golfers and for anyone who cares about the
planet where it’s played.”
—Jeffrey Toobin, author of The Nine
2013 • 216 pp. • 6 x 9 • 10 photographs
$24.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-4037-7
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American Colossus

Big Bill Tilden and the Creation of
Modern Tennis

Allen M. Hornblum
Foreword by John Newcombe
A biography of tennis player Bill Tilden,
known as one of the Big Four athletes of the
1920s and whose influence on modern tennis
is unparalleled.
“However you judge his colorful and complex
story, Tilden remains the closest antecedent
we have to Federer’s miraculous longevity.”
—Simon Briggs, Telegraph (London)
“Bill Tilden not only won tennis championships and unceasingly promoted the game, he
also wrote books, performed in stage plays,
loved classical music, and played bridge at a
championship level. Catered to by European, Asian, and Hollywood royalty, Tilden
was very much a Renaissance man, and his
contributions are worthy of recognition and
study.”—Manolo Santana, former Wimbledon tennis champion
2018 • 512 pp. • 6 x 9 • 30 photographs, index
$39.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-8811-9

The United States Tennis
Association
Raising the Game

Warren F. Kimball
Foreword by Dave Haggerty
With the assistance of Lorna Skaaren
An in-depth look at the history of the United
States Tennis Association and how this sports
organization has helped cultivate and organize
tennis in the United States over the past 135 years.
“[Kimball] has turned his formidable skills to
chronicling the leaders and legacy of the United
States Tennis Association and of the sport of tennis itself, charting the history and meaning of a
noble and challenging pastime. This is an engaging and illuminating book.”—Jon Meacham,
Pulitzer Prize–winning author of American Lion
“The USTA is everywhere in American tennis.
. . . Readers will see that the USTA itself—which
began with droopy nets, quirky balls and
bumpy lawns—has survived many a bump in
the road and now actually has its own impressive 406-page history, which provides delicious
tennis czars and zealots, cigars and Chardonnay,
conflicts and camaraderie, and the passionate,
sometimes imperfect people who raised a great
game.”—Bill Simons, Inside Tennis
2017 • 448 pp. • 7 x 10 • 28 photographs, 2 tables,
index
$39.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-9693-0
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Striking Distance

Bruce Lee and the Dawn of
Martial Arts in America
Charles Russo
An engrossing narrative chronicling San Francisco Bay’s pioneering martial arts scene as it
thrived in the early 1960s and an in-depth look
at a widely unknown chapter of Bruce Lee’s
iconic life.

The Two-Wheeled World of
George B. Thayer
Kevin J. Hayes
In 1886 George B. Thayer rode his high wheeler
bicycle across the United States, traveling from
his home in Connecticut to California and
back. In addition to telling Thayer’s cycling
story, Kevin J. Hayes brings to life the culture
of cycling and its rise at the end of the nineteenth century.

“For anyone interested in learning more about
the origins of martial arts in this country, Strik- “Lively writing and thorough research.”
—Annals of Iowa
ing Distance is a tremendous read.”
—Brian Burmeister, Arete
“Hayes relates Thayer’s cycling journeys as
not only feats of physical endurance, but the
“Russo’s work is a useful addition to both the
philosophical journeys of a deep-thinking and
biographies of Bruce Lee, and the history of
deep-feeling man.”—Nebraska History
martial arts in general, and is quite an entertaining read as well.”—Delano Lopez, Origins

2016 • 264 pp. • 6 x 9 • 25 photographs
$24.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-6960-6

2015 • 280 pp. • 5 1/2 x 8 1/2 • 24 illustrations
$28.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-5525-8

Need for the Bike

Iron Mac

Paul Fournel
Translated and with an introduction
by Allan Stoekl

Andrew M. Homan

 Book Sense 76 Independent Bookseller
selection

The Legend of Roughhouse Cyclist
Reggie McNamara
The biography of Reggie McNamara, one of the
greatest six-day cyclists, who peaked in 1926–27
at the age of thirty-nine, in an era when pro
cycling was the biggest sport in America.

Frenchman Paul Fournel beautifully evokes the
experience and spirit of all aspects of cycling.
Short chapters describe his love affair with the
bike and everything it represents.

“Popular memory overlooks the reality that six
day bicycle racing and Australian born Reggie “An eloquent, whimsical, and amusing account
of a lifetime’s cycling moments and feelings. . . .
McNamara needs to be included in any top
This
is a great book and a happy celebration of
sports list. . . . Andrew Homan has done a good
cycling.”—Velo
Vision
job bringing both to the fore with his biography of Iron Mac.”—Duncan R. Jamieson, Sport 2003 • 150 pp. • 5 1/2 x 7
$16.95 • paperback • 978-0-8032-6909-5
Literature Association
2016 • 256 pp. • 5 1/2 x 8 1/2 • 36 illustrations
$26.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-5480-0
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OUTDOOR RECREATION

The Three-Minute
Outdoorsman Returns

From Mammoth on the Menu to the
Benefits of Moose Drool
Robert M. Zink

Waterman

The Life and Times of Duke Kahanamoku
David Davis
The first comprehensive biography of Duke
Kahanamoku (1890–1968): swimmer, surfer,
Olympic gold medalist, Hawaiian icon, and
waterman.

In these accessible three-minute essays, Robert
M. Zink condenses the latest scientific discoveries and provides entertaining information
“A belated and bountiful tribute to this great
on the great outdoors. Zink cleverly answers
Hawaiian’s memory.”
the questions that have yet to cross your mind, —Wall Street Journal
bringing together the enigmatic and the
“Davis is to be commended for this winning
common.
portrait of a man who ‘yearned for water like it
“Enjoyable. . . . An eclectic tour through
was his lover’ and inspired so many, but most of
various aspects of nature. Zink, a conservation
all Hawaiians, to embrace competition and be
biologist and animal ecologist at the Univerproud of where they came from.”
sity of Nebraska–Lincoln, delves into dense
—Honolulu Star-Advertiser
scientific studies on sometimes obscure topics
2018
• 354 pp. • 6 x 9 • 34 photographs, index
and, in a series of brief essays, translates their
$19.95 • paperback • 978-1-4962-0600-8
insights into layperson’s language.”
—Publishers Weekly
“Meet a man who knows how to find a good
answer to an interesting question.”
—Jim Williams, (Minneapolis) Star Tribune
2018 • 312 pp. • 6 x 9 • 32 figures, 2 tables
$19.95 • paperback • 978-1-4962-0361-8
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Angling for a More Sustainable Planet

In Search of Monster Fish

Beautifully Grotesque Fish of the
American West

Mark Spitzer

Mark Spitzer

In Search of Monster Fish investigates fourteen global fish species that are often considered hideous and dangerous. It combines an
active first-person narration with credible
information from the history, science,
folklore, fishery management, and politics of
some of the world’s most mythic creatures.

Fisherman Mark Spitzer traverses the American
West in search of the ugliest and most unusual
species in the region. Underlying the adventure
is Spitzer’s heartfelt narrative of dealing with
personal tragedy and self-discovery.
“For anyone seeking a deeper understanding of
what lies beneath the surface of Western waterways, Beautifully Grotesque Fish of the American
West offers a lively primer to the region’s aquatic
biodiversity.”—High Country News

“From heaving seas off the coast of Gambia
to the sublime shorelines of Italy’s Lake
Como, In Search of Monster Fish is an angler’s
odyssey in pursuit of strange and wonderful
“This is a book that beautifully navigates the
fish—and a quest to find a higher truth about
space between entertainment and information.
conservation and the future of wild nature on
Moments will stick with readers, and will make
our planet.”—Stephen Sautner, author of Fish
them look at the fish and fisheries with new
On, Fish Off
eyes.”—Big Sky Journal
“The writing often soars to extraordinary,
2017 • 232 pp. • 6 x 9 • 37 photographs,
lyrical heights. . . . Like the barracuda, Spitzer 14 illustrations
$24.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-6523-3
has the huevos to take on anything and
Outdoor Lives
anyone.”—Henry Hughes, author of Back
Seat with Fish
June 2019 • 240 pp. • 6 x 9 • 39 photographs,
1 illustration
$29.95 • hardcover • 978-1-4962-1188-0
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The Battle for Paradise

In Trace of TR

Surfing, Tuna, and One Town’s Quest to
Save a Wave

A Montana Hunter’s Journey

Jeremy Evans

 Outdoor Writers Association of America
Award for “Excellence in Craft”

Reveals how a small Costa Rican town with
one of the world’s best waves became the
location for a hot environmental conflict and a
battle to save the surf.

Dan Aadland

A quest to hunt Teddy Roosevelt’s favorite
places offering an introspective commentary on
the ecology of the Northern Plains, the psyche
of the West, Roosevelt’s historical significance,
and the culture and perceptions of hunting.

“Don’t miss this uplifting tale of fantastic
surfing, saving the environment, and a greedy
company’s efforts to expand their business at all “[Dan Aadland] is an astute student of Americosts—all in our sleepy little southern town of
can history, a hunter, horseman, horse breeder,
Pavones.”—Costa Rica Star
retired teacher, former Marine—and he’s also
a heck of a writer. . . . [In Trace of TR is] a pow“A valuable addition to surf historiography. . . .
erful
book that I think Theodore Roosevelt
[An] enjoyable and well-told narrative.”
would have understood and enjoyed.”
—Sport in American History
—Roundup Magazine
2015 • 240 pp. • 6 x 9 • 2 maps
$24.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-4689-8

The Naked Mountaineer

Misadventures of an Alpine Traveler

Almost Somewhere

Steve Sieberson
Foreword by Lou Whittaker

Suzanne Roberts

Stephen C. Sieberson recounts a series of solo
mountaineering expeditions across the globe
that focus on his encounters along the way as
much as the climbing.
“Take a walk on the weirder side of mountain
life with Sieberson, whose alpine misadventures include bizarre local cuisine, insistent
music fans, and, oh yes, the Englishman who
revels in taking naked selfies. . . . This delightfully anecdotal memoir hops from Norway to
Japan to Greece, among other high altitude
locales.”—Backpacker.com
“For climbing and travel enthusiasts, this will be
a treasured read.”—Booklist, starred review
2014 • 272 pp. • 5 1/2 x 8 1/2 • 1 map
$19.95 • paperback • 978-0-8032-4879-3
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2015 • 288 pp. • 5 1/2 x 8 1/2 • 29 photographs
$16.95 • paperback • 978-0-8032-6517-2
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Twenty-Eight Days on the John Muir Trail
 National Outdoor Book Award,
Literature Category

A quirky story of a month-long all-women
backpacking trip on the John Muir Trail.
“[Suzanne] Roberts dares to combine a hiking
adventure with a healthy dose of humor and
female bonding in all its complicated and turbulent best. . . . An utterly refreshing outdoors
memoir free of the seemingly manufactured
drama so many similar titles contain. A delightful and quite literary diversion.”—Booklist
“At all turns, a gratifying read. It is intimate and
funny, sharp and pensive.”—ForeWord Reviews
2012 • 280 pp. • 5 1/2 x 8 1/2 • 1 map
$19.95 • paperback • 978-0-8032-4012-4
Outdoor Lives

SPORTS AND SOCIETY

NEW IN PAPERBACK

NEW IN PAPERBACK

Something in the Air

The Eighth Wonder of the World

Richard Hoffer
With a new afterword by the author

Robert C. Trumpbour and
Kenneth Womack
Foreword by Mickey Herskowitz
With a new epilogue by the authors

American Passion and Defiance in the 1968
Mexico City Olympics
Stories of the individual athletes and cultural,
social, and political drama surrounding the
1968 Mexico City Olympics. This edition
features a new afterword by the author on the
fiftieth anniversary of the Olympics.
“Richard Hoffer reminds us why sports matter,
deftly returning to the roiling 1968 Olympics,
when it was the athlete who often stood at the
forefront of social change. . . . Something in the
Air reconnects sports to America, as it should
be. It is a truly terrific book.”
—Howard Bryant, ESPN senior writer
2018 • 276 pp. • 6 x 9 • index
$19.95 • paperback • 978-1-4962-1177-4

The Life of Houston’s Iconic Astrodome

 2017 SABR Seymour Medal
 2016 Pete Delohery Award for Best Sports
Book from Shelf Unbound’

In this cultural history of the Astrodome, The
Eighth Wonder of the World tears back the
facade, detailing the building’s role in transforming Houston as a city, while also bringing
attention to its storied fifty years in existence,
further catalyzing the ongoing debate about its
preservation.
2018 • 282 pp. • 6 x 9 • 30 photographs, index
$19.95 • paperback • 978-1-4962-1178-1

Cheated

The Black Bruins

The UNC Scandal, the Education of
Athletes, and the Future of Big-Time
College Sports

James W. Johnson

Told from the vantage point of two insiders
with a privileged perspective on the individuals and events involved, Cheated examines
athletic-academic corruption at the University
of North Carolina–Chapel Hill and in NCAA
athletics.

The Remarkable Lives of UCLA’s Jackie
Robinson, Woody Strode, Tom Bradley,
Kenny Washington, and Ray Bartlett

Jay M. Smith and Mary Willingham

The intertwined story of five influential African
American athletes who came together as teammates at UCLA in the 1930s and whose career
pursuits after college precipitated political and
social change in the world of sports, entertainment, and politics.
“Cheated sounds an important call for reform.”
“Johnson engagingly captures the lives, struggles, —Wall Street Journal
and triumphs of five men whose greatness
“Those who care about the soul—and economtranscended American sports.”
ics—of the $16 billion-a-year college sports
—Kirkus, starred review
industry should clear their reading calendar for
Cheated.”—Bloomberg Business
2018 • 320 pp. • 6 x 9 • 15 photographs, index
$29.95 • hardcover • 978-1-4962-0183-6

2015 • 304 pp. • 6 x 9 • 4 figures, 4 tables, index
$26.95 • hardcover • 978-1-61234-728-8
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Reclaiming 42

Public Memory and the Reframing of
Jackie Robinson’s Radical Legacy

Empire of Infields

Baseball in Taiwan and Cultural Identity,
1895–1968

David Naze

John J. Harney

A varied and complex look at Jackie Robinson’s cultural legacy that should both
challenge and inspire public memory.

A history of baseball in colonial Taiwan,
examining the sport’s role in twentieth-century
globalization, its use as a political outlet, and
its contribution to Taiwan’s complex cultural
identity.

“A must-read for anyone interested in the
relationship between sports and politics. It
“In this well reported, wonderfully conceived
will appeal to baseball novices and baseball
book, John Harney has mapped not just the
experts alike. David Naze’s exploration of
history of Taiwanese baseball but the role the
Jackie Robinson’s vocal critiques of racial
game has played in the evolution of a contested
inequalities, and modern-day efforts to erase
Taiwanese national identity. This is a kaleidoany controversial elements from Robinson’s
scopic analysis of the entanglement of Japanese
memory, are especially timely.”—Jonathan J.
Cavallero, associate professor of rhetoric, film, colonialism, Taiwanese identity, and nationalism,
politics, and globalization.”—George Gmelch,
and screen studies at Bates College
author of Baseball beyond Our Borders
“The story of Major League Baseball could not
be told without mentioning Jackie Robinson. “John Harney has utilized a host of primary
sources to produce a nuanced and detailed rein. . . Through a skillful analysis that addresses
terpretation of Taiwanese identity via the hisRobinson’s political activism and his prolific
torical role of baseball. He offers an alternative
writings, as well as the ways that he has been
analysis
to the usual assimilation and resistance
memorialized, Naze invites us to understand
frameworks in other works as he negotiates the
that Jackie Robinson speaks not only to the
ages but to our own time.”—Robert E. Terrill, contested and ambiguous identity of a nation in
limbo. A must-read for scholars of East Asian
professor of rhetoric in the Department of
studies
and sport historians.”—Gerald R. Gems,
English at Indiana University, Bloomington
past
president
of the North American Society
June 2019 • 246 pp. • 6 x 9 • Index
for Sport History
$45.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-9082-2
July 2019 • 246 pp. • 6 x 9 • Index
$50.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-8682-5
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We Average Unbeautiful Watchers The Age of Ruth and Landis

Fan Narratives and the Reading of
American Sports

The Economics of Baseball during the
Roaring Twenties

Noah Cohan

David George Surdam and
Michael J. Haupert

Noah Cohan examines contemporary American sports culture to show how mass-mediated By considering the economic and financial
athletics are in fact richly textured narrative
aspects of Major League Baseball, The Age of
entertainments instead of mere competitive
Ruth and Landis shows how baseball during
displays. Rather than passive consumers, sports the 1920s experienced both strife and prosperity,
fans function as readers and writers who geninnovation and conservatism.
erate their own stories in building their sense
“A thoroughly researched account of a pivotal
of identity.
period in Organized Baseball, The Age of Ruth
“This is a first-rate contribution to the field of
and Landis illuminates the driving forces behind
sports studies and an important work for schol- changes that occurred then. Authors Surdam and
ars within literary studies. The thoroughness
Haupert, both professors of economics, delve
and breadth of this interdisciplinary research
into the fascinating, and sometimes surprising
is breathtaking. But more impressive still is the history of an era, combining human interest
deft and precise manner in which Noah Cohan with hard data to explain the complexity of the
has brought the many and varied concepts and sport’s evolution.”—Inside Game
sources to bear to clarify our understanding
“The characters alone make this book a must-read
of his objects of study and of his argument.
for baseball enthusiasts.”—Choice
He manages to be at once engaging, vivid,
2018 • 420 pp. • 6 x 9 • 25 tables, 2 appendixes,
interesting, and crystal clear. . . . This book is a
pioneering and genuinely unique contribution.” index
$45.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-9682-4
—Yago Colás, professor of English at
Oberlin College
July 2019 • 288 pp. • 6 x 9 • Index
$45.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-9594-0
Sports, Media, and Society
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Before Jackie Robinson

The Transcendent Role of
Black Sporting Pioneers

Edited and with an introduction by
Gerald R. Gems
Before Jackie Robinson features profiles of
important but lesser-known early African
American athletes in the historic struggle
for equality who also found their way into
popular culture.
“A tantalizing introduction to race and
sport.”—Donald Spivey, professor of history
at the University of Miami
2017 • 324 pp. • 6 x 9 • Index
$35.00 • paperback • 978-0-8032-6679-7

From Jack Johnson to
LeBron James

Sports, Media, and the Color Line
Edited and with an introduction by
Chris Lamb
This collection examines the intersection of
sports, race, and the media while showcasing
how coverage has evolved in the twentieth
century and beyond—beginning with the
racially charged reporting of Jack Johnson’s
reign as heavyweight champion through the
handling of LeBron James’s announcement to
leave Cleveland.
“A critical, sharp look at media coverage
through the years is a necessary—and welcome—addition to sports literature.”
—Tampa Tribune
2016 • 648 pp. • 6 x 9 • 8 tables, index
$35.00 • paperback • 978-0-8032-7680-2
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Moments of Impact

Injury, Racialized Memory, and
Reconciliation in College Football
Jaime Schultz
Jaime Schultz uses the concept of “racialized
memory”—a communal form of remembering
imbued with racial significance—to examine
the racial politics influencing how communities
have forgotten and remembered three African
American football players who sustained serious
injuries on the field.
“An excellent book that American cultural, sport,
and public historians should be aware of.”
—Sport in American History
January 2019 • 216 pp. • 6 x 9 • 23 photographs, 2
illustrations, index
$25.00 • paperback • 978-1-4962-1176-7

The Black Migrant Athlete

Media, Race, and the Diaspora in Sports
Munene Franjo Mwaniki
Munene Franjo Mwaniki analyzes the construction of race in Western societies through a study
of the black African migrant athlete. He presents
ten athletes as a conceptual starting point to
interrogate representations of blackness and race
and of the migrant and immigrant experience in
a global context.

“Scholars of race, media, and nationalism, among
other areas, will find this work to be a valuable
contribution to the field.”—A. Curtis, Choice
2017 • 270 pp. • 6 x 9 • 2 appendixes, index
$50.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-8847-8
Sports, Media, and Society
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NEW IN PAPERBACK

The Sovereign Colony

Olympic Sport, National Identity, and
International Politics in Puerto Rico

Antonio Sotomayor
 2017 winner of the José Toribio Medina
Book Award

Bike Lanes Are White Lanes

Bicycle Advocacy and Urban Planning
Melody L. Hoffmann
This study of three prominent U.S. cities—Milwaukee, Portland, and Minneapolis—examines
how the burgeoning popularity of urban
bicycling is trailed by systemic issues of racism,
classism, and displacement.

The Sovereign Colony explores the development
“For urban planning students, as well as anyone
of the Olympic movement in Puerto Rico in
involved in city planning, this book could be
the context of national and political identity.
considered required reading. Bicycle advocates
“Sotomayor gives undergraduate students and
will find the work provocative and a stimulus
specialists an authoritative compendium of
toward more inclusive efforts in creating better
Puerto Rico’s politics during a period when the transportation options for all city residents.
territory was billed as a regional showcase for
Hoffmann has written an important and signifthe benefits of American power.”
icant contribution to scholarship and to public
—American Historical Review
discussions about bicycles, urban living, and
2018 • 324 pp. • 6 x 9 • 14 photographs, 2 illustradevelopment.”—Environmental History
tions, 2 maps, 2 tables, index
$30.00 • paperback • 978-1-4962-0638-1

“Powerfully relevant.”
—Sport in American History

Culture on Two Wheels

2016 • 210 pp. • 5 1/2 x 8 1/2 • Index
$40.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-7678-9

Edited and with an introduction by
Jeremy Withers and Daniel P. Shea
Foreword by Zack Furness

Sport, Philosophy,
and Good Lives

The Bicycle in Literature and Film

Randolph Feezell
Analyzes how print and visual texts of various
kinds reflect, refract, and respond to the social
Randolph Feezell discusses sport in the context
and political significance of the bicycle from its of traditional philosophical questions.
origins in the nineteenth century to the present.
“Illuminating discussion for those in sport
“I was thrilled at how much this book offered
studies (both undergraduate and graduate
me for understanding the cultural implications students, and scholars too) as well as general
of the bicycle. It’s as if someone opened a map,
readers interested in reflecting on the meaning
pointed out roads and trails I didn’t know, and of sport.”—Journal of Sport History
sent me out for some two-wheeled explor“A thought-provoking book. . . . Its first two parts
ing.”—Jimmy Guignard, ISLE
in particular—should definitely appeal to a wide
2016 • 366 pp. • 6 x 9 • 6 photographs, 4 illustraaudience.”—Sports Literature Association
tions
$50.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-6972-9

2013 • 288 pp. • 5 1/2 x 8 1/2
$30.00 • paperback • 978-0-8032-7153-1
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BASEBALL JOURNALS

NINE

A Journal of Baseball History
and Culture

The Baseball Research Journal

nine studies all historical aspects of baseball,
centering on the societal and cultural implications of the game wherever in the world it
is played. The journal features articles, essays,
book reviews, biographies, oral history, and
short fiction pieces.

The flagship publication of The Society for
American Baseball Research (sabr), the
Baseball Research Journal is an interdisciplinary
peer-reviewed publication presenting the best
in sabr member research on baseball. History,
biography, economics, physics, psychology,
game theory, sociology and culture, records,
and many other disciplines are represented to
expand our knowledge of baseball as it is, was,
and could be played. Published twice a year.

Journal of Sports Media

The National Pastime

The official journal of the Sports Communication Interest Group of the Association for
Education in Journalism and Mass Communication, the Journal of Sports Media reflects
the undeniable influence of sports media on
contemporary culture and the growing interest
in the field as an area of study and research.
The journal features scholarly articles, emphasizing research with practical applications;
essays; book reviews; and reports on major
conferences and seminars. It also includes
articles from industry leaders and sports media
figures on topics appealing to a nonacademic
audience.

This is the annual review of baseball historical
research and regional topics published by the
Society for American Baseball Research (sabr).
Each year the publication focuses on the
history of baseball in a different region or city,
following the annual sabr convention from
one major league territory to another. Recent
issues have included Philadelphia, Southern
California, and Minnesota.

TREY STRECKER AND WILLIE STEELE,
EDITORS

MARY LOU SHEFFER, EDITOR

A Review of Baseball History

ORDER

Orders for Journal of Sports Media and nine
should be placed online at nebraskapress.
unl.edu or by telephone (402-472-8536).
Orders for the Baseball Research Journal
and the National Pastime should be placed
online at nebraskapress.unl.edu or through
Longleaf Services (800-848-6224).
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