Inspiring the Jewish Future

Yarchei Kallah 2012: Shiur/Chabura
Companion

Thank you so much for participating on Yarchei Kallah!
This guide will help you prepare for the chaburas on Yarchei Kallah

¢ By now you should know that you are giving a chabura and which shiur your teens are
participating in.

% Try to get in touch with the shiur leader to see if there is anything they would like you to
focus on.

+ Ifyou have any more questions about preparation or Yarchei Kallah, don’t hesitate to get in
touch with Dovid Bashevkin: dbash@ou.org

Below are some preparation materials that will help you on Yarchei Kallah:

The sources and questions this year have been compiled by the brilliant Asher Becker. The
questions and topics are meant to be a basic outline of some of the issues that arise in the Megillah
story.

Wednesday’s shiur will focus on the downfall and decree against the Jewish people.
Thursday’s chabura will discuss the Jewish people’s salvation.

Looking forward to seeing you there!

-Dovid
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Some Recommended Books on the
Megilah:
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What'’s Bothering Rashi by Avigdor Boncheck
o Available on Google Books:
http://books.google.com/books?id=93MsBtMGA3sC&pg=PA1&|pg=PA1&dg=what's+bot
hering+rashi+megillah&source=bl&ots=W5DHv847Nv&sig=XH8ZwTBv93TctabDoraewib
W210&hl=en&sa=X&ei=-
RfUUJbCD63SIALV5YDQAg&ved=0CEAQ6AEWAQHvV=0nepage&g=what's%20bothering%2
Orashi%20megillah&f=false
The Queen You Thought You Knew by Rabbi Dovid Forhman
o Hereis areview with some outtakes:
http://curiousjew.blogspot.com/2011/03 /book-review-queen-you-thought-you-
knew.html
YU Torah Purim to Go
o Has some great pieces on the Megilah
o Available online here: http://www.yutorah.org/togo/Purim/

NCSY Education Website
o Rising to the Occasion: Understanding What It Means to be a Jew Through the Purim
Story

= http://adamsimon.org/wpsandbox/education/2012/02 /23 /rising-to-the-

occassion-understanding-what-it-means-to-be-a-jew-through-the-purim-
story/
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The Downfall of the Jewish People
The Purim Story

Created by Asher Becker

What led to the spiritual downfall of the Jewish people at the beginning
of the Purim Story? What did the Jews do that warranted their imminent

destruction?
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In each and every province, the place where the word of the king and his decree reached,
there was a great mourning for the Jews, and fasting, crying, and eulogy, sackcloth and ash
were spread out for the public.
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The runners went out hurriedly by the word of the king and the law was given in Shushan

the Capital, and the King and Haman sat down to drink, and the city of Shushan was

bewildered.
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The runners, the riders and the couriers went out hurriedly and befuddled by the word of
the king, and the law was given in Shushan the Capital.
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And Mordechai went out from before the king with a royal garb of turquoise, white, a large

golden crown, a coat of linen and royal purple, and the city of Shushan was rejoicing and
happy.
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His students asked R’ Shimon bar Yochai: For what reason did the Jews (literally the

enemies of the Jews, it is a euphemism) of that generation warrant destruction? He said to
them: You tell me. They said to him: Because they benefitted from the meal of
Achashverosh (literally that wicked person.) R’ Shimon bar Yochai said to them: If that is
the case then only the Jews of Shushan warrant destruction, but the Jews around the world
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do not warrant destruction! The students responded: You tell us the reason. R’ Shimon bar
Yochai responded: The reason why the Jews warranted destruction was because they
bowed down to the idol (of Nevuchadnezzar.) His students said back to him: But why
would Hashem show them favor and miraculously spare them? He said to them, they only
acted out of fear (of destruction), hence Hashem responded in kind, namely He frightened
them with the threat of death without ever meaning to eradicate them, and this is what the
pasuk means when it says that Hashem did not afflict them from His heart, meaning He
never intended to wipe them out.
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Why were the Jewish people endangered of being wiped out in the days of Haman? The

Rabbis say because they worshipped idols. R’ Shimon says because they ate from the food

of the non-Jews. The students said to R’ Shimon, but only the Jews from Shushan partook of
the meal, hence only they should be wiped out! R’ Shimon responded: But isn’t every Jew
responsible for one another, as the pasuk says, and each man will stumble with his brother,
each man will be held accountable for the sin of his brother.

e What image is evoked in your mind by the destruction and downfall of the Jewish
people?

¢ Do you find it striking that the one of the causes of the downfall of the Jewish people
was that each and every Jew is held accountable for one another? How might this
alter your perspective on the person sitting next to you?

e Why do you think the Jews were in this state of sackcloth and mourning?
They were praying to Hashem to try and eradicate the terrible decree that had been
imposed against them.

e How does the imagery of the plight of the Jewish people at the beginning of the
Purim story contrast with the way they are portrayed at the end?
At the beginning they are bewildered and astounded as to the magnitude of the
decree against them. At the end they are rejoicing in the streets as a result of their
salvation.

How did Achashverosh rise to become king of 127 provinces? Was he an

effective ruler?
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And it was in the days of Achashverosh he was Achashverosh who ruled from Hodu until
Kush, 127 provinces.
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The pasuk says Hamoleich, the one who ruled. Rav says that he (Achashverosh) ruled from
himself. Some say this as a positive and some as a negative. Those who say it as a positive
say that there was no one as worthy to become king like him, and those who say it
disparagingly say that he was not fit to become king, but he gave a lot of extra money and
was elevated to royalty undeservedly.
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And at the conclusion of these days, the king made for all the nation that was found in

Shushan the capital, from old to young, a party of seven days, in the courtyard of the garden
of the chamber of the king.
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At the conclusion of these 180 days, Achashverosh threw another party which was seven

days long. Rav and Shmuel argue: One says that Achashverosh was a wise king, and one
says that he was a foolish king. The one who says that he was a wise king, he did well that
he invited those who hailed from far-flung lands first, for his own townsmen he could invite
whenever he so desired. The other one says that he was a foolish king, for he should have
brought close his own townspeople first, for if the foreigners were to rebel, his own

townsmen would stand by him and defend him.
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Achashverosh- Rav said that he was the brother of Rosh, and he had the same constellation

as Rosh. He was the brother of Rosh- he was the brother of Nevuchadnezzar the wicked one
who is called Rosh, as the pasuk says “it was a head of gold” (this is a reference to a statue
of Nevuchadnezzar which he sees in his dream.) He had the same constellation as Rosh,
Nevuchadnezzar Kkilled, Achashverosh wanted to Kkill, Nevuchadnezzar destroyed,
Achashverosh wanted to destroy, as the pasuk says in the beginning of the reign of
Achashverosh they wrote hate letters against the inhabitants of Judah and Yerushalayim.
Shmuel says that Achashverosh blackened the faces of the Jewish people like the bottom of
a pot. R” Yochanan says: Whoever recalls Achashverosh will say Woe to his head (a
contraction of the word Achashverosh.) R’ Chanina says: Everyone became destitute in his
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time, as the pasuk says and King Achashverosh imposed a tax. He was Achashverosh- He
was in his state of wickedness from beginning to end.

e How would your perception of Achashverosh change if you knew that he usurped
the throne by bribing his way into becoming king?

e If you were Achashverosh, who would you have invited to the party first? Why?

e To which negative descriptions of Achashverosh do you most relate? What negative
description would you give to aptly describe Achashverosh?

e How does the pasuk demonstrate the imposing strength of Achashverosh?
It says that he ruled over 127 provinces.

e What was the purpose of all of the parties?
To curry favor both with people who lived locally as well as those who lived in far-
flung provinces.

Hashem'’s name is conspicuously missing from Megillas Esther. Why?
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And Esther said, if it is befitting for the king, let the king and Haman come today to a feast

that I made for him. (The first letters of the words o1 ym 7717 X12° spell out the four letter

name of '77. This 7105 is colloquially used to express a place in the Megillah where Hashem’s
Name is referenced.)
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And I will turn My face on that day from all the evil that was done, for you have turned
towards other gods.
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The effect of Me turning My face from you is that if you call out to Me I will not answer your
pleas.
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What is the source for Esther from the Torah? “And I will turn away My face.”
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If a person says to you, where is your G-d? You will say to him that He is in the large city of
Rome, that even there, in a place full of contamination and idolatry, even there Hashem is
hidden. And the rule is, when you fall to such a level, G-d forbid, then when you begin
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seeking where His place of glory is located, this act invigorates yourself from the holy
forces of invigoration. But immediately when you start seeking His place of glory, it comes
out that at least you know that there is a G-d, just that He is hidden, and therefore you seek
out His place of glory. And this itself will invigorate you and prevent you from falling down.
And then you will merit to go up from there to be completely shrouded in holiness, that is
in the place of His glorious revelation, for the primary holiness is the revelation of the glory
of Hashem. Blessed is Hashem forever, Amen and Amen.

e Have you even been in a situation in which you have felt as if Hashem has turned His
face away from you?

e How have you rebounded from such a low?

e How does the fact that one of the primary characters of the Purim story is given her
name because Hashem turned away His face make you feel about your own
experiences and struggles in life?

e Why do you think it is so important to have Hashem’s name obliquely referenced in
the Megillah without ever stating it explicitly?

The underlying theme of the Purim story is that Hashem’s hand is there even when
He is the least visible, He is still always there, looking out for us.

Many different people miscalculated as to when the Jews would be

redeemed from Bavel. Why is their miscalculation significant?
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Achashverosh said: Balshezar calculated and he erred, I will calculate and I will not err.
Once Achashverosh saw that the 70 years had passed (these refer to the 70 years after
Yirmiyahu prophesied that the Jewish people would be redeemed from Bavel) he said now
they will certainly no longer be redeemed, and he took out the vessels of the Beis
Hamikdash and he used them for his own personal benefit. Rava said: Even Daniel erred in
the calculation.
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The matter is difficult, for once Achashverosh saw that Belshazar erred and was
subsequently punished, then Achashverosh must have known that the Jewish people were
destined to be redeemed and that the prophesy of Yirmiyahu was a truthful one, hence
Achashverosh should not have relied on any sort of calculation, for it was inevitable that he
was going to be punished! Moreover, how could Achashverosh say that the 70 years had
passed and they were not redeemed, the Jews had already gone up with the permission of
Koresh as a congregation of 4,000 and had settled in the land of Yehuda? Finally, how could
Achashverosh use the vessels from the Beis Hamikdash, hadn’t Koresh already brought the
vessels back up to the Beis Hamidkash?
Achashverosh thought that Balshezar had miscalculated because and was punished
because in his time there was meant to be a redemption and the Jews had been redeemed,
but Achashverosh said I will calculate and I will not err and I will see if they have another
redemption and a rebuilding of the Beis Hamikdash. Once Achashverosh saw that the
calculation was up and the Beis Hamikdash had not been built and not all of the Jewish
people had been redeemed, but rather some of the prominent members of the Jewish
people remained in Bavel, he said that now these remaining Jews will most certainly not be
redeemed and their Beis Hamikdash will not be rebuilt.
e Have you ever miscalculated in your life? Were the results catastrophic or more
toned down?
e What does it tell you that even great people like Daniel can miscalculate?
e Do you think Achashverosh’s reasoning was sound as to why he thought the Jews
would no longer be redeemed or perhaps he should have reconsidered?
e Has there ever been a major event in your life that you just wish you could go back
and erase or do over? If given this option, how would you respond differently the
second time around?

Where does the story of Bigsan and Teresh fit in to the Purim story? How do
you see the providence of Hashem over everything from this story?
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In those days and Mordechai was sitting by the gate of the king, Bigsan and Seresh, two

officers of the King became angry, and they wanted to harm (and ultimately Kkill)

Achashverosh. And the matter was made known to Mordechai and he related the

information to Queen Esther, and Esther told the king in Mordechai’s name. The matter was

investigated and it was found to be true, and they hanged both of them on a tree, and it was
written in the Book of Chronicles before the king.
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In those days and Mordechai was sitting by the gate of the king, Bigsan and Seresh became
angry etc. R’ Chiya bar Abba said in the name of R’ Yochanan: Hashem made the master
(Paroh) angry at the servants (the butler and the baker) to do the will of the tzadik, and
who was that tzadik? Yosef (who was released from prison as a result.) Hashem also made
the servants (Bigsan and Seresh) angry at the master (Achashverosh) in order to do the
will of the tzadik, and who was that tzadik? Mordechai, for it is written and the matter was
made known to Mordechai.
¢ Why do you think Bigsan and Seresh were so angry at Achashverosh?
The Gemara tells us that Bigsan and Seresh were the butler’s of Achashverosh. Once
Achashverosh married Esther he was constantly having relations with her, hence
this made him very thirsty. As a result, Bigsan and Seresh were constantly bringing
him drinks and they were not getting any sleep.
e What is significant about the fact that Esther relayed the information to
Achashverosh in Mordechai’s name?
The Gemara tells us that whoever repeats something in the name of the person from
whom he heard it, will bring redemption to the world.

Why did Vashti refuse to accede to Achashverosh’s request? Was

Achashverosh’s response proper?
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(Achashverosh demanded) to have Vashti the Queen brought before the king with her
crown of kingship, to show the nations and the officers her beauty for she was of beautiful
appearance. And the Queen Vashti refused to come by the word of the king which was
delivered in the hands of the officers, and the king became very angry, and his anger

burned within him.
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Why did Vashti not come? R’ Yose bar Chanina said: Thus teaches us that tzaraas broke out

on her body. In a baraiisa it was taught that the malaach Gavriel came and made her a tail.

And the king was very angry. Why was he so angry? Rava said: Vashti sent Achashverosh

the following message: Stable boy of my father, my father would drink 1,000 barrels of

wine and he would not become inebriated, but you drink much less and you become
inebriated, immediately his anger welled up inside of him.
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But when the nations of the world eat and drink, they only open up talking words of vanity.
And so too at the meal of that rasha (Achashverosh), these people were saying the women
from Medai are the most beautiful, and these people were saying the Persian women are
the most beautiful. Achashverosh said to them: The vessel that I use is neither Median nor
Persian, rather she is Chaldean, do you want to see her? They said yes, provided that she is
naked, for the measure that a person measures out is measured to him. This teaches us that
Vashti the wicked brought Jewish girls, stripped them naked, and made them work on
Shabbos. This is what the pasuk means when it writes “After these matters when the anger
of Achashverosh subsided he remembered Vashti and what she had done and what he had
decreed upon her, just as she did (stripping Jewish girls naked), so too was it decreed upon
her (that she should be stripped naked.)
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And she refused to accede to his request. It is clear that that which Vashti did not want to
come was because she understood his intention that he wanted to remove her from her
position of greatness, for she thought until now that she had a portion in the kingship based
on an inheritance from her fathers. And this is why she refused, namely because in her
mind she was the Queen Vashti, meaning she was royalty in her own right, therefore she
did not want to come for two reasons. First, he commanded her to come in a way that
would show that she had no inherent portion in the kingship, and she would not wear the
royal crown before she came to him. Second, she was told to come in the hands of the lowly
officers (the eunuchs), for it was an immense degradation to be brought with these lowly
officers. With this she undid his entire plot for he wanted to take the kingship for himself,
and she stood in his way saying that the kingship would only sprout from her, and for this
reason the king became very angry.
e Why do you think Achashverosh acceded to the people’s request to have Vashti
brought before them naked?
[t was his own decision to display her nakedness and to show off her beauty.
e Why do you think Vashti had such a degrading message to deliver to Achashverosh?
Do you think she could have chosen her words more carefully?
She came from royal stock and she felt degraded that she had to answer to someone
who merely usurped the throne.
e Why was there so much tension between Achashverosh and Vashti?
Achashverosh was trying to make himself more credible by attributing the kingship
to himself alone, and Vashti was trying to undermine him.
e What do you think the pasuk is alluding to when it says that Vashti should be
brought “with the crown of kingship”?
The keser malchus means that she should be brought in front of me with nothing
but the keser malchus, meaning to say completely naked.
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The Salvation of the Jewish People
The Purim Story

Created by Asher Becker

What was the purpose of Esther’s parties?
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And the king said to her, what do you desire Esther the Queen, and what is your request, up
to half the kingdom and it will be given to you. And Esther said if it is good with the King, let
the King and Haman come today to a feast that [ will make for him. And the king said, hurry
Haman to do the will of Esther, and the King and Haman came to the feast that Esther made.
And the King said to Esther at the feast of wine, what is your request and it will be given to
you, and what is your desire up to half the kingdom and it will be given to you. And Esther
responded and she said my request and my desire. If | have found favor in the eyes of the
King and if it is good with the King to grant my request and to do my desire, the King and
Haman should come to the party that I will make for them, and tomorrow I will do like the

word of the king.
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The King and Haman should come to the party. The Rabbis taught: Why did Esther see fit to
invite Haman? R’ Eliezer says: She was setting a trap for him, as it says “Let your table be
before them as a trap.” R’ Yehoshua says: She learned this from her father’s house, as it says
“If your enemy is hungry feed him bread”. R’ Meir says: In order that Haman should not
take advice and rebel (meaning Haman would feel slighted if he was not invited to such an
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exclusive party, and he would use that as an excuse to start a rebellion.) R’ Yehuda says: In
order that Haman should not recognize that Esther was a Jewess. R’ Nechemya says: In
order that the Jewish people should not say that we have a sister in the palace, and as a
result they would turn away from begging for mercy from Hashem. R’ Yose says: In order
that he should always be around her (in the hope that he might slip up in front of the King).
R’ Shimon ben Menasya says: Maybe Hashem will feel what I am doing (namely bringing
close an enemy of the Jewish people, or the fact that I have to flatter an enemy of the Jewish
people) and He will perform a miracle for us. R’ Yehoshua ben Karcha says: I will show him
grace (I will pretend that we are having an affair) in order that he kill Haman as well as me.
R’ Gamliel says: Achashverosh was a wishy-washy king (meaning Esther wanted Haman
there in order that Achashverosh would not change his mind.) R’ Gamliel said: We still need
the opinion of the Modai, for we learnt in a baraiisa, R’ Eliezer Hamodai says: Jealousy by
the king translates into jealousy amongst the officers (meaning Esther wanted to make
Achashverosh jealous that she also invited Haman, and she wanted to make all the other
officers jealous that she only invited Haman.) Rabbah says: Before the downfall there is
pride (meaning Esther wanted to make Haman feel like he was on a pedestal before he fell
from his position.) Abaye and Rava both say: In their heatedness I will give them to drink
(meaning Esther intended to make her part specifically at this moment in order that
Achashverosh’s wrath would flare up even further against Haman.) Rabbah bar Avuha
found Eliyahu, he said to him: Like whom did Esther did see fit and do what she did
(meaning which one of these opinions is the real reason Esther made her party)? He said to
him: Like all the Tanaaim and all the Amoraim (they are all correct.)

e What do you think Achashverosh intended by his offer to Esther of up to half the
kingdom?

The Gemara relates that up to half the kingdom but not the whole kingdom and not
something which would divide the kingdom, namely the rebuilding of the Beis
Hamikdash.

e Why do you think Esther was insistent that the King and Haman should come today
to her party?

She needed to put her plan into action immediately in order to foil Haman's plot.

e Of all the reasons given as to why Esther invited Haman, which one resonates with
you the most and why?

e Esther had many different motives as to why she invited Haman to the party. Have
you ever been faced with a situation where many different reasons are flying at you
and are pulling at you in different directions? How did you respond to that
pressure?

Why was the city of Shushan so ecstatic?
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And Mordechai went out from before the king with a garb of royalty, turquoise and white, a

large golden crown, shrouds of linen and royal purple, and the city of Shushan rejoiced and

were happy. To the Jews there was light, happiness, joy, and glory. And in every province

and in every city, the place in which the word of the King and his law reached, there was

happiness and joy to the Jews, feasting and a holiday, and many of the people of the land

converted to Judaism for the fear of the Jews were upon them.
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And the city of Shushan rejoiced and were happy- Meaning, rejoicing over the light, like a

person sitting in darkness and he comes out to the light of the world and he flips around
completely without any external means, so too was the matter of the Jewish people.

e What is the significance of all the colors with which Mordechai is adorned?
They are colors of royalty and they symbolize his rise to power and the newly
elevated position of the Jewish people.

¢ How did you think it must have felt to be a Jew in this time period?

e Do you think that it was a natural reaction that so many people converted to
Judaism as a result of this incident?

e What do you think the &71v j28% means when he says that the matter of the Jewish
people was like a person who went from darkness to light with no external means?
It means that it was a total reversal of the situation, everything was completely
flipped on its head.

How are we to relate to the downfall of our enemies?

3 P90 ANON

[22W 2T MY 227127 TRT WK VY Y 197 n§ 90 ()

And they hanged Haman on the tree that he had prepared for Mordechai, the King’s anger
abated.
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And Esther said if it is good by the king, let him give also tomorrow to the Jews in Shushan

in order to do the law of the day and the ten sons of Haman should be hanged on a tree. And

the king said to do so and the law was given in Shushan, and the ten sons of Haman were
hanged.
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Haman said to Mordechai, get up and ride the horse. Mordechai said to Haman: [ am unable,

for I am weak from my days of fasting. Haman bent over and Mordechai stepped on his
back in order to ascend the horse. As Mordechai was ascending the horse he kicked Haman.
Haman said to Mordechai: Doesn’t it say “Do not rejoice at the downfall of your enemies”?
Mordechai responded: That verse was written by Jews, but by you it says, “And you will
trample on their high places.”
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“And it will be that just as Hashem rejoices over doing good to you, so too He will rejoice to
harm you. But does Hashem rejoice at the downfall of the wicked, but the pasuk says
“When you go out in front of the army and they will say Praise to Hashem for His kindness
is eternal, and R’ Yochanan says: Why does it not state 21 *3, for He is good, in this praise?
Because Hashem does not rejoice at the downfall of the wicked. And R’ Yochanan said:
What does the pasuk mean when it says “And they (the Egyptians) did not approach them
(the Jews) the whole night”? The ministering angels wanted to recite a song, Hashem said:
My handiwork is drowning in the ocean and you want to sing? R’ Elazar says, He does not
rejoice at the downfall of His enemies, but others rejoice.
e If you were living in Shushan when Haman and his sons were hanged, how would

you feel?

e Why do you think that the mandate to not rejoice at the downfall of your enemies is
limited to the Jewish people?
Perhaps there is something inherent about being a Jew, some inherent level of
sanctity that does not allow you to hate another Jew.

e If Hashem does not rejoice at the downfall of the wicked, then how do we have the
right to do so0?
Hashem feels much more acutely the distress of every single human being for He
created everyone.

e What would be your natural reaction if you heard that a terrible enemy of the Jewish
people or the free world at large had seen his demise?
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How do we keep the inspiration alive? The epilogue to the Purim story.
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For Mordechai the Jew was viceroy to Achashverosh, and he was prominent amongst the

Jews, and he was pleasing to the majority of his brothers. He would seek good for his nation
and he spoke of peace to all his descendants.
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And he was pleasing to the majority of his brothers- For it is impossible for a person to
please everyone because of jealousy amongst brothers.
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And he was pleasing to the majority of his brother- To the majority of his brothers but not

to all of his brothers. This teaches us that some of the members of the Sanhedrin separated
from Mordechai.
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They separated from him because he nullified his learning Torah and he entered a
governmental position.
e C(Can you relate to the feeling that it is impossible to please everyone?
e Why do you think people looked down at Mordechai for taking a governmental
position?
They felt that he was better suited to teach Torah.
e Ifyou were Mordechai at the end of the Purim story, after Haman and all of his sons
had been hanged and the Jewish people were rejoicing, what would you have done?
e Why do you think Mordechai decided to take up a governmental position?
Mordechai reasoned that he would more effectively be able to assist the Jewish
people from a position of power, but the Rabbis frown upon such an attitude for
Mordechai was better suited to learn and teach Torah.
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