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This session is an adaptation, with some changes and additions, of Pardes Project 3:1 

 

THE QUESTION ON THE HIGHWAY 
BY: RABBI YAACOV HABER 

ome time ago, I was driving in upstate 
New York on Rt. 17, on my way to the 
Catskill Mountains.  I was probably on 

automatic pilot, glancing at the billboards that 
advertised Judaism at its best at the 
Homowack Hotel and other resorts.  
Suddenly, one billboard screamed out a 
question.  “If you and God have grown farther 
apart – Who moved?”  I’m not sure which 
Christian group posed the question, nor was I 
sure whether or not the question was 
rhetorical, but I found myself thinking. 

The Bible is full of episodes during which God 
communicated with man.  When God wanted 
us to know something, He found an able 
prophet and told him or her 
what He wanted us to 
know.  After the cessation 
of Biblical prophecy, God 
used other ways to 
communicate with us.  The 
Talmud is replete with 
Heavenly voices and 
appearances of Elijah the Prophet.   

As far as I know, God has not spoken to me, 
my family or, for that matter, to anyone I 
know and trust.  I wondered why.  The 
question resounded, “Who moved?”  Not so 
simple.  Maybe God moved farther away from 
His people and decided that, for the time 
being, He is not talking to us.  Or maybe God 
is talking as He always has, but we are simply 
not listening. 

Just as I was exiting the highway, I received a  
call from my wife on my cell phone.  We 
talked for a moment or two before she was 
suddenly cut off – out of range.  I always feel 
bad for people who get cut off because they 
keep talking until they realize that no one is 
listening.  A horrible feeling.  I was at that 
moment that the point on the billboard was 
driven home.  The problem is in the 
equipment.  We are surrounded with waves: 
AM, FM, cellular, digital, CB, satellite, and 
probably, on Rt. 17, radar waves.  We are 
oblivious to these waves unless we have the 
ability to tap into them.  If we have the right 
instruments, then we become aware that 

there is a whole world of 
voices and signal right 
before our eyes and ears.  
If all the waves would 
become visible for a 
moment, it would 
probably be a terrifying 
sight. 

“Every single day a Heavenly voice calls out 
and says, ‘Return my children, return’.”  
(Talmud)  Perhaps God is talking to us all the 
time; we are just not equipped to pick up the 
signal.  But, if we are not equipped, why does 
God keep talking?  Is the technology 
available?  Is there something we could do to 
help us hear the word of God directly in our 
homes, offices and cars?  Maybe God still 
communicates with man, and it is man who 
has stopped paying attention.  Maybe people 
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no longer listen for the sounds of heavenly 
messages.  Maybe, even in today’s over 
stimulated world if a person truly stopped to 
listen he or she could hear the voice of God. 

Or maybe we do still hear it.  Maybe God 
speaks to us in a “still, small voice.”  In the 
voice of our conscience, in the voices of our 
children, in the juxtaposition of events that 
makes us stop and think about the meaning of 
life.  Maybe God spoke to me through the 
billboard I saw on Rt. 17 followed by the call I 
received from my wife moments later.  Maybe 
the voice of God is in all those things that 
push us, beg us, to be better people whether 
we like it or not. 

On the other hand, at what point are we 
reading too much into events?  How many 

madmen have committed atrocities because 
they thought they were prophets, and how 
many lunatics walk the city streets reading 
God’s message in every subway billboard?  At 
what point does God’s word end and our 
imagination begin?  And even if I knew, even 
if I could be sure it was God’s voice I was 
hearing, would that make life easier or 
harder?  Would I listen or would I close my 
ears? 

But the final question remains graphically 
plastered on a billboard in my mind: “Who 
moved?” 

 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 

 Do you think you have ever experienced 
communication with God?  How? 

 Why would God “move”? 
 What would cause man to “move”?  

 

THE SECRET OF THE WOR(L)D 

The world “world” in Hebrew is “Olam”: 

 עולם

The  etymology of the word derived from the Hebrew word “he’elam,”  which means “hidden”: 

 העלם
 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 

 What is the connection between “The World” and “Hidden”?   
 Have you ever discovered something hidden in The World?  In yourself? 

 



“JUST ENOUGH”: A NAME OF GOD 

BEREISHIS 17:1  

 
1. And Abram was ninety-nine years old, and God 
appeared to Abram, and He said to him, "I am the 
Almighty God; walk before Me and be perfect. 

  

 
ֶבן ִתְשִעים ָשָנה ְוֵתַשע ָשִנים ַוְיִהי ַאְבָרם  א.

ַוֵיָרא ְיֹהָוה ֶאל ַאְבָרם ַוֹיאֶמר ֵאָליו ֲאִני ֵאל 
 ַשַדי ִהְתַהֵלְך ְלָפַני ֶוְהֵיה ָתִמים:

God tells Avraham that his name is “Shaddai.” In Hebrew this name is spelled: שדי  

WHAT DOES THIS NAME MEAN? 

RASHI BEREISHIS 17:1 

I am the Almighty God: In Hebrew ַשַדי  means “I am He 
Whose Godliness suffices for every creature.”   The word is 
comprised of two components “ ֶש” meaning “that is”, and “ַדי”  
meaning “sufficient.”    

 אני הוא שיש די באלהותי לכל  אני אל שדי:  
  בריה, לפיכך התהלך לפני ואהיה לך לאלוה  
 ולפטרון, וכן כל מקום שהוא במקרא פירושו  
 די יש לו, והכל לפי הענין: 

RAV TZADOK YISROEL KEDOSHIM 1:18 

The principle behind the creation of the world was finding the 
perfect balance of hidden-ness.   

This is the meaning of the name “Shadai” – that God said there 
was just enough hiddeness of His presence in the world.  For if 
God were to be any more hidden, His presence would be 
impossible to reveal, and the whole point of man’s creation it to 
reveal the hidden light of greatness within the dark world.  
However, if God were any more revealed in the world, the world 
would not have enough darkness through which light must be 
revealed and it would be as if man had no free-will to choose to 
reveal the light of God.  

This is the hidden meaning of the name “Shaddai,” that God’s 
presence is perfectly hidden to either allow for one to deny His 
existence or to participate in God’s revelation. 

http://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8212#v1


DO YOU BELIEVE IN MIRACLES? 

Judaism is not a religion that is based on prophetic miracles.   

Judaism is a religion that is founded on God’s initial revelation to our collective ancestors at Sinai.  We 
remain spiritually connected through the study and exerpeicne of  God’s words in the Torah. 

 RAMBAM YESODEI HATORAH CHAPTER 8 

he Jews did not believe in Moses, our teacher, because of the wonders that he performed. 
Whenever anyone's belief is based on wonders, [the commitment of] his heart has 
shortcomings, because it is possible to perform a wonder through magic or sorcery. 

All the wonders performed by Moses in the desert were not intended to serve as proof [of the 
legitimacy] of his prophecy, but rather were performed for a purpose. ... 

What is the source of our belief in him? The revelation at Mount Sinai. Our eyes saw, and not a 
stranger's. Our ears heard, and not another's. There was fire, thunder, and lightning. He entered the 
thick clouds; the Voice spoke to him and we heard, "Moses, Moses, go tell them the following:...." 

Therefore, if a prophet arises and attempts to dispute Moses' prophecy by performing great signs 
and wonders, we should not listen to him. We know with certainty that he performed those signs 
through magic or sorcery. This conclusion is reached because the prophecy of Moses, our teacher, is 
not dependent on wonders, so that we could compare these wonders, one against the other. Rather 
we saw and heard with our own eyes and ears as he did. 

To what can this be compared? To witnesses who gave testimony concerning a matter to a man 
who had observed the situation with his own eyes. He will never listen to them and will know for 
certain that they are false witnesses. 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 

 Do you think God is sufficiently revealed? 
 What role do miracles play in your understanding of God’s existence? 
 Are you able to connect with a hidden God?  How / Why? 
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