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INTRODUCTION 

Recently, a tragic situation has developed in Israel.  A few Jewish religious extremists in Ramat Beit Shemesh have 

been using violence and angry protests to intimidate other Jews in their neighborhood.  The situation is deplorable.   Perhaps 

the teens in your area have seen some of the press coverage of the situation, or perhaps not.   Regardless, as an international 

movement and, more importantly, as a people, we should take a moment to focus on the importance and limitations of 

tolerance.  

KEY DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

 Go around the table and ask each person at the table to answer, “What is your greatest strength and what is your 

greatest weakness?” 

o Point out if these are related.  Sometimes a strength and weakness can be coming from the same source.  That 

is a great lesson to kids to show them that every characteristic they have can be a positive or a negative, it’s 

all about how they use them (see Tzidkas HaTzadik #44). 

o Make sure the kids look around and see how everyone has different characteristics and strengths.  The 

recognition that each of our unique characteristics contains strengths and weaknesses is the first step 

towards tolerance. 

 When is intolerance acceptable and encouraged?  Who should not be allowed to be a part of the “conversation”? 

o Open up the question to the teens but ultimately they should come to the understanding that people who 

undermine the conversation with intimidation bullying relinquish their right to contribute to the discussion.  

It is like a disruptive student getting asked to leave the classroom. 

KEY SOURCES FOR DISCUSSION 

 In Parshas Veyechi recounts the amazing and emotional story of Yaakov’s final moments with his children on his 

deathbead.   In Yaakov’s final moments he tells his children to gather around and he gives each tribe a blessing.  Each 

blessing was uniquely tailored and highlighted the strength of that particular person. 

o R. Yaakov Kaminetsky (Emes L’Yaakov-attached in email) has an amazing insight.  In a parent’s final moments he 

may want to have an intimate moment individually with each child alone.  Yaakov, however, called them all 

together.  Why did he do this?  Yaakov didn’t just want each of his children to hear their own strengths.  He 

wanted to make sure each of his children heard the strength of the other and realized that everyone has different 

abilities and opportunities.  Yaakov wanted to ensure that in the future no one would claim that they are more 

integral or more important, rather he told them all together to impress upon them that they each have different 

characteristics and only collectively will they be able to prevail. 

 Have the kids understand that earlier when they each heard each other’s strengths and weaknesses, the same message 

should be clear.  Not only does each of us have something to contribute, but everyone is going to contribute something 

different and we must be respectful of people’s idea and express tolerance-so long as they are not undermining the 

discussion. 

 

 


