
UNDERSTANDING WHAT IT MEANS TO 
BE A JEW, THROUGH THE PURIM STORY

RISING TO THE

OCCASION
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Hebrews...

• Because our original language and the language of the Torah 
is Hebrew

Israelites...

• Because  the father of the 12 tribes was called Israel

Israelites (Reason #2)

• Our national homeland is the land of Israel

But why are we called Jews???… 

There are A LOT of different names for the Jewish People…. 

QUESTION 

#1 
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Unlike ANY other book in Tanach (Torah, Prophets, Writings) 

throughout Megilas Esther the Jewish people are referred to 

by one name and one name only: 

Yehudim - Jews 

Why specifically throughout the Megilah are we, for the first 

time, referred to exclusively as Jews? 

QUESTION 

#2 

Esther 8:16 

חָההָיְַּ,ַיְּהודִיםלַַ וִיקָר,ַןוְּשָש,ַתָהַאוֹרָהַוְּשִמְּ . 

The Jews (Yehudim) had light and gladness and joy and 

honor. 
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ETYMOLOGY OF THE WORD “JEW” 

 The word Jew derives from the word “Yehudah” which when translated the “Y” was 

changed to a “J” like in the name Judah.   

 

 

 The name Yehudah was one of the 12 tribes.  His descendants were promised to be 

rulers of the Jewish kingdom. 

 ַבראשיתַפרקַמט 

 (י) לא יסור שבט מיהודה ומחקק מבין רגליו עד כי יבא  שילו ולו יקהת עמים: 

 The scepter shall not depart from Judah… 

 So if Yehudah was just ONE of the tribes-why are 

ALL current Jews names after Yehudah? 

 On a simple level we may have started being called Yehudim since once the 10 Lost 

Tribes were exiled the Jewish Kingdom came to be known as the Kingdom of 

Yehudah.  But that’s still DOESN’T explain: 

o  WHY Yehudah merited to by synonymous with Kingship and the Jewish 

people 

o WHY this name became universal for the Jewish people in the Purim story… 

\ 
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UNDERSTANDING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CHARACTER AND NAME YEHUDAH 

BEREISHIS 29:35 -THE DEFINITION OF THE NAME YEHUDAH 

מוַֹקָרְּאָהַכֵן-עַל--יְּהוָה-אֶתַאוֹדֶהַהַפַעַםַאמֶרוַת,ַבֵןַוַתֵלֶדַעוֹדַוַתַהַר  .מִלֶדֶת,ַדוַתַעֲמ;ַיְּהודָה,ַשְּ

And she (Leah) conceived again, and bore a son a declared, “This time my let me gratefully praise 
God;” therefore she called his name Yehudah (Judah)… 

BEREISHIS – YEHUDAH EMBODIES HIS NAME AND ADMITS HIS MISTAKES 

 

Backround to the Yehudah Story: 

Yehuda's son Er had been married to a woman named Tamar. Er died young, and his 
brother Onan married Tamar in his stead. Tamar soon found herself widowed again with 
Onan's untimely death, but remained determined to cling to the family of Yehuda. Her 
father in law promised her that when his younger son Sheila came of age, he too would 
marry Tamar. Yet as the years passed and Sheila matured, Tamar began to suspect that no 
wedding was planned. She tenaciously clung to her conviction to bear children to Yehuda's 
tribe, and had a prophetic inclination that someone great would descend from her.  

Resorting to other means to attain her goals, she disguised herself, and met Yehuda at a 
crossroads while dressed as a prostitute. She successfully tempted Yehuda, who did not 
recognize her. He soon discovered he had no money to pay her wages. Promising to return 
with payment, he gave her his signet ring and staff as collateral. Yet when he returned to 
pay her, the woman he sought was nowhere to be found, and nobody had heard of her.  

Some time later, it became evident that Tamar, who was a member of his household, was 
pregnant. Yehuda was outraged at her obvious promiscuity and publicly challenged her. At 
that critical moment, Tamar could have in front of everyone accused Yehuda of fathering 
the child she carried. Instead, she let only him know, and offered him the choice as to 
whether he would admit his mistake. She declared that the owner of the staff and signet 
ring she held was the father -- a message only Yehuda could understand. .. 

This is what happened next: 



RISING TO THE OCCASION Page 5 

 

לָה בְנִי, נְתַתִיהָ -כֵּן לֹא-עַל-כִי, אמֶר צָדְקָה מִמֶנִיוַי, וַיַכֵּר יְהוּדָה כו    לְדַעְתָהּ, יָסַף עוֹד-אלוְ ; לְשֵּ

And Yehudah recognized and admitted.  And he said, “She is right; it is from me.” 

 

MEDRASH SHEMOS – FROM THIS STORY YEHUDAH IS REWARDED WITH THE 

RESPONSIBILITY OF LEADERSHIP 

 ַאלעזרַר"אַיטַה"דַלַפרשה(ַוילנא)ַרבהַשמות

, והאחרים גבורים ולוי שמעון והלא אחיו מכל גבור הוא לבדו לא והלא ליהודה כתר ה"הקב נתן ולמה 

  העולם דיין נעשה לכן לתמר אמת דין שדן אלא

Why did God give the crown of Leadership to Yehudah?  Certainly he was not the 

only warrior among his brothers….rather the reason is because he admitted and 

dealt honestly with Tamar so he was appointed as an honest judge for the entire 

world. 

 

ROOT OF THE WORD JEW… 

 

ַ

 

 

 

 

 

 

 להתודות

Admit 
  

  הודאה

Appreciate 

 יהודה

Yehudah 

So HOW does this relate to the Purim story?  How do the traits 

of Yehudah relate to the essence of the Purim story? 
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THE MAJOR TURNING POINT IN THE PURIM STORY… 

-אֶתַמָרְּדֳכַיַוַיִקְּרַע,ַנַעֲשָהַאֲשֶר-כָל-אֶתַיָדַע,ַומָרְּדֳכַיַא

ַזְּעָקָהַוַיִזְּעַק,ַהָעִירַבְּתוֹךְַַּוַיֵצֵא;ַוָאֵפֶרַשַקַוַיִלְּבַש,ַבְּגָדָיו

ַ.…ומָרָהַגְּדוֹלָה

Mordechai learned of all that has been done 
against the Jews by Haman; and Mordechai tore 
his clothes and donned sackcloth and ashes… 

ַהַםֶלֶךְַַּמִןָרִיסֵיַלַהֲתָךְַַּאֶסְּתֵרַוַתִקְּרָאַה  . ַהֶעֱמִידַאֲשֶר,

ַלְּפָנֶיהַָ ַוַתְּצַוֵהו, -מַה-וְּעַל ,זֶה-מַהַלָדַעַת--מָרְּדֳכָי-עַל,

ַ… .זֶה

…Esther summoned Hathach, one of the king’s 
chamberlains who assisted her, and ordered him 
to go to Mordechai, to learn what his actions 
were all about. 

ַמָרְּדֳכַיַלוֹ-וַיַגֶדַז  . ַקָרָהוַאֲשֶר-כָלַאֵת, ַפָרָשַתַוְּאֵת;

קוֹלַהָמָןַאָמַרַאֲשֶר,ַהַכֶסֶף ַביהודייםַהַםֶלֶךְַַּגִנְּזֵי-עַלַלִשְּ

ַלְּאַבְּדָם--(בַיְּהודִים)

And Mordechai told him of all that had 
happened to him, and all about the sum of 
money that Haman had promised to pay in order 
to annihilate the Jews. 

ַבְּשושָןַנִתַן-אֲשֶרַהַדָת-כְּתָבַפַתְּשֶגֶן-וְּאֶתַח  .

מִידָם ַלְּהַשְּ ַאֶסְּתֵר-אֶתַלְּהַרְּאוֹת--לוַֹנָתַן,  ;לָהַולְּהַגִיד,

ַעָלֶיהַַָולְּצַווֹת ַולְּבַקֵשַלוֹ-לְּהִתְּחַמֶןַהַםֶלֶךְַּ-אֶלַבוֹאלַָ,

ַעַםָה-עַל--מִלְּפָנָיו

Mordechai also gave a copy of the text of the 
decree that was distributed in Shushan for their 
destruction, in order to show Esther and inform 
her, and beg her to go to the king, to implore him 
of him, and to plead with him for her people. 

 So Esther’s assistant went to Esther to informַ .מָרְּדֳכָיַדִבְּרֵיַאֵת,ַלְּאֶסְּתֵרַוַיַגֵד;ַהֲתָךְַּ,ַוַיָבוֹאַט
her of everything Mordechai had told her. 

 Then Esther told her assistant to go tellַ .מָרְּדֳכָי-אֶלַצַוֵהווַתְַּ,ַלַהֲתָךְַַּאֶסְּתֵרַוַתֹאמֶרַי  .
Mordechai the following: 

דִינוֹת-וְּעַםַהַםֶלֶךְַַּעַבְּדֵי-כָלַיא  . ַאֲשֶר ,יֹדְּעִיםַהַםֶלֶךְַַּמְּ

ַהֶחָצֵר-אֶלַהַםֶלֶךְַּ-אֶל-יָבוֹאַאֲשֶרַוְּאִשָהַאִיש-כָל

ַמֵאֲשֶרַלְּבַד,ַלְּהָמִיתַדָתוַֹאַחַתַיִקָרֵא-לֹאַאֲשֶרַהַפְּנִימִית

ַהַזָהָבַשַרְּבִיט-אֶתַהַםֶלֶךְַַּלוֹ-יוֹשִיט ַוְּחָיָה, ַוַאֲנִי; ַלֹא,

לוֹשִים,ַזֶה--הַםֶלֶךְַּ-אֶלַלָבוֹאַנִקְּרֵאתִי ַ .יוֹםַשְּ

All the king’s servants and all the people in 
kingdom know that any man or woman who 
approaches the king in the inner court, who is 
not summoned, his law is one-to be put to death; 
except for the one to whom the king shall extend 
the gold scepter so that he may live.  Now I, I 
have not been summoned to come before the 
king in thirty days! 

 אֶסְּתֵרַדִבְּרֵיַאֵת,ַלְּמָרְּדֳכָיַוַיַגִידוַיב  .

ַ

They related Esther’s words to Mordechai. 

 :Then Mordechai said to reply to Esther ַ:אֶסְּתֵר-אֶלַלְּהָשִיב,ַמָרְּדֳכַיַוַיֹאמֶרַיג  .

ַתַחֲרִישִיַהַחֲרֵש-אִםַכִיַיד  . ַוְּהַצָלָהַרֶוַח--הַזֹאתַבָעֵת,

ַאַחֵרַמִםָקוֹםַלַיְּהודִיםַיַעֲמוֹד ;ַתֹאבֵדוַאָבִיךְַּ-ובֵיתַוְּאַתְַּ,

 לַםַלְּכותַהִגַעַתְַּ,ַכָזֹאתַלְּעֵת-אִם--יוֹדֵעַַַומִי

“DO not imagine in your soul that you will be 
able to escape th king’s decree any more than 
the rest of the Jews.  For if you persist in keeping 
silent at a time like this , relief and deliverance 
will come to the Jews from another place, while 
you and your father’s house will perish.  AND 
WHO KNOWS WHETHER IT WAS JUST FOR 
THIS MOMENT THAT YOU REACHED THE 
PALACE?! 

 :And Esther replied to Mordechai  .מָרְּדֳכָי-אֶלַלְּהָשִיב,ַאֶסְּתֵרַוַתֹאמֶרַטו  .

ַוְּצומו ,בְּשושָןַהַמִמְּצְּאִיםַהַיְּהודִים-כָל-אֶתַכְּנוֹסַלֵךְַַּטז  .

תו-וְּאַלַתֹאכְּלו-וְּאַלַעָלַי לֹשֶתַתִשְּ --וָיוֹםַלַיְּלָהַיָמִיםַשְּ

ַאֲשֶר,ַהַםֶלֶךְַּ-אֶלַאָבוֹאַובְּכֵן;ַכֵןַאָצוםַ,וְּנַעֲרֹתַיַאֲנִי-גַם

 אָבָדְּתִי,ַאָבַדְּתִיַוְּכַאֲשֶר,ַכַדָת-לֹא

Go, assemble all the Jews that are to be found in 
Shushan, and fast for me; do not eat or drink for 
three days, night or day…and I will approach the 
king unlawfully; and if I perish, I perish. 
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WRAP-UP  

 WHAT WERE THE SIMILARITIES BETWEEN THE STORY AND CHRACTERISTICS OF 

YEHUDAH AND THE PURIM STORY? 

 HOW DID ESTHER SHOW A UNIQUE APPRECIATION (הודאה) FOR THE MOMENT AND 

CIRCUMSTANCE SHE WAS PLACED? 

 IN WHAT WAYS ARE APPRECIATION AND ADMITTING RELATED? 

 HOW HAVE JEWS THROUGHOUT HISTORY EXEMPLIFIED THE QUALITIES OF 

APPRECIATION AND ADMITTING? 

 WHAT SITUATIONS IN YOUR OWN LIFE HAVE BEEN BEEN REQUIRED TO RISE TO THE 

OCCASION?  WHAT QUALITIES DID YOU USE IN ORDER TO MOTIVATE YOURSELF TO 

STEP FORWARD AND DELIVER? 

 

 

 

לַםַלְּכותַהִגַעַתְַּ,ַכָזֹאתַלְּעֵת-אִם--יוֹדֵעַַַומִי . 

AND WHO KNOWS WHETHER IT WAS JUST FOR THIS MOMENT THAT YOU 

REACHED THE PALACE?! 

 

 

You better lose yourself in the music, the moment 

You own it, you better never let it go 

You only get one shot, do not miss your chance to 

blow 

This opportunity comes once in a lifetime 


