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Selected Pieces from the Ramban’s Commentary on the Torah
778 PRI 37777 YW 0101Ip D7V BRI

P 10D D
NT12PY AW NN 3PV 2730 BiIAR N DD ©v,7,2 M
DTIAR TIANI 7AW AT ATAT PARAYIIWR D
o»InxR
PTIXY 03 NIV N7 DANAR NYIAW 3
DRIV’ PIR *PYR RIPI 772PR )
D°p>7% YW oNnia3 197X NIPIRT )
.0°YW1 NMIYY .07°3 0NNRN 95 oy 0onn oY Ty n__ 59

579909 1R M

Selected Pieces from the Maharal’s Gur Aryeh
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5 Parsha Highlights for Further Discussion

1. MW ""n NWID WUTIP UK - Sarah Imeinu sacrified herself to show Hashem that there is a limit to how much
suffering the Jewish people can handle.

2. T-a:n nix v v aarr nfan: The tenth test of Avraham was not the Akeida, but the death of Sarah.

3. TO:T 12T pmyn 2X2: The reason Eliezer picked Rivka was because of her tziut - not in terms of dress but in
terms of her actions.

4. IMIX N1 2”7 V:ND ANdN \wn: Yishmael did Teshuva at the end of his life. What was the teshuva? He finally
admitted that Yitzchak was the son of Avraham and not Avimelech. (This is a good source for the notion that
Teshuva is primarily a change in perspective.)

5. 'vo '"my mw '"n 'o [0 nwn " A"NaY? TRw mamk - Explains the Jewish people have two Temples, the
temple of Yerushalayim and the Temple of Chevron:
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Foundations
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Burial and Eulogy

This parsha discusses the death of Sarah and the efforts of Avraham to bury her. The Medrash in Tanchuma states that
Eishas Chayil, in fact, was Avraham’s eulogy for Sarah. This week we will discuss some of the important aspects of burial and
eulogies.

1. The Source for Burial as a Mitzvah
a. See Devarim 21:22-3 that the corpses of those who die of capital punishment should not be left
hanging. Gemorah in Sanhedrin 46b derives from here a mitzvah of kevurah. The Gemorah cites two
possible reasons to mandate burial, either for the honor of those alive or for the person was passed
away.

i. There is some ambiguity if the Gemorah derives a biblical mandate or a rabbinic mandate to
bury a body. See discussion of the Lechem Mishnah (Laws of Avel 12:1) who explains the
reasons given by the Gemorah for burial are only according to the opinion that burial is
rabbinic in nature.

b. Halacha I'maasef assumes burial is a biblical requirement. See Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 362:1.
c. Mabharal (Tiferes Yisroel ch. 52) discusses burial as an indication of the eternity of man.
2. Giving a Eulogy
a. Based on the aforementioned Gemorah, eulogy is considered to be an honor for the deceased, so the
Shulchan Aruch rules (Yoreh Deah #344)

i. Pischei Teshuva 344:1 discusses story of Pnei Yehoshua who requested not to be eulogized
when considering in what circumstances do we listen to the deceased if they prefer not to have
a hesped.

ii. Ksav V’Kabbalah (Bereishis 23:2) and Meshech Chochmah (Devarim 34:8) discusse the
difference between 21 and T900n.

3. Burial in Eretz Yisroel
a. See Gemorah Kesubos 111a which discusses several reasons why burial in Eretz Yisroel is a special
merit.
i. See also Rashi Bereishis (47:29-30) on why Yaakov Aveinu wanted to be buried in Eretz

Yisroel
b. See, however, a noted response from R. Moshe Feinstein (Iggros Moshe vol. 3 #153) regarding
bringing the body of Moses Montefiore to Israel for burial, where he cautions automatically assuming
that one should always bring a body to Israel.
4. Praying by Cemetery of our Forefathers
a. See Talmud Sotah 34b which discusses Kalev davening by the gravesite of our forefathers to be
protected from the plan of the meraglim.
i. See Be’er Hetiv 581:17 who cautions how such a prayer should work.
ii. Bach Yorah De’ah 217 Kalev went to the gravesite of our forefathers not to pray to them, but
because it is a holy site.
1. See Iggros Moshe Orach Chaim Vol. 5 #43



