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CALL OF DUTY: 

 

MACABEES DIVISION 

 

DENZEL WASHINGTON’S GRADUATE ADVICE 

ou WILL fail at some point in your life. Accept it. You will lose.  You will embarrass 
yourself. You will suck at something. There is no doubt about it.  That’s probably not 
a traditional message for a graduation ceremony.  But, hey, I’m telling you—embrace 

it.  Because it’s inevitable. 
 
And I should know: In the acting business, you fail all the 
time.  Early in my career, I auditioned for a part in a 
Broadw ay musical. A perfect role for me, I thought—
except for the fact that I can’t sing.  So I’m in the wings, 
about to go on stage but the guy in front of me is singing 
like Pavarotti and I am just shrinking getting smaller and 
smaller... 
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So I come out with my little sheet music and it was 
“Just My Imagination” by the Temptations, that’s 
what I came up with.  So I hand it to the 
accompanist, and she looks at it and looks at me 
and looks at the director, so I start to sing and 
they’re not saying anything. I think I must be 
getting better, so I start getting into it.  But after 
the first verse, the director cuts me off: “Thank 
you. Thank you very much, you’ll be hearing from 
me.” 
 
The next part of the audition is the acting part. I figure, I can’t sing, but I know I can act. 
 
But the guy I was paired with to do the scene couldn’t be more overdramatic and over-the 
top.  Suffice to say, I didn’t get the part. 
 
But here’s the thing: I didn’t quit. I didn’t fall back… 
 
The point is, every graduate here today has the training and the talent to succeed. 
 
But do you have guts to fail? 

 
Here’s my second point about failure:  
 
If you don’t fail… you’re not even trying. 
 
My wife told me this expression: “To get something 

you never had, you have to do something you never did.” 
 
Les Brown, a motivational speaker, made an analogy about this. 
 
Imagine you’re on your deathbed—and standing around your bed are the ghosts 
representing your unfilled potential. 
 
The ghosts of the ideas you never acted on. The ghosts of the talents you didn’t use. 
 
And they’re standing around your bed.   Angry.   Disappointed.  Upset.  
 
“We came to you because you could have brought us to life,” they say.  “And now we go to 
the grave together.” 
 
So I ask you today: How many ghosts are going to be around your bed when your time 
comes? 

Do you have the guts to 
fail? 
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WHY DOESN’T JUDAISM CELEBRATE DEDICATION? 

PRAYER OF CHANUKAH 

THE FOLLOWING PRAYER IS INCLUDED IN THE DAILY PRAYER 

DURING THE EIGHT DAYS OF CHANUKAH 

 

ימי מתתיהו בן יוחנן כהן גדול, חשמונאי ובניו, כשעמדה מלכות יון הרשעה, על עמך ישראל, 
להשכיחם תורתך ולהעבירם מחקי רצונך, ואתה ברחמך הרבים, עמדת להם בעת צרתם. רבת את 
ריבם, דנת את דינם, נקמת את ניקמתם, מסרת גיבורים ביד חלשים, ורבים ביד מעטים, וטמאים ביד 

ם, ורשעים ביד צדיקים, וזדים ביד עוסקי תורתך, ולך עשית שם גדול וקדוש בעולמך, ולעמך ישראל טהורי
עשית תשועה גדולה ופרקן כהיום הזה. ואחר כך באו בניך לדביר ביתך, ופנו את היכלך, וטהרו את מקדשך, 

 ול:והדליקו נרות בחצרות קדשך. וקבעו שמונת ימי חנוכה אלו, להודות ולהלל לשמך הגד
  

n the days of Mattisyahu, the son of Yochanan the High Priest, the Chashmonean 
and his sons- when the wicked Greek kingdom rose up against Your Torah and 
compel them to stray from the Torah and compel them to stray from Your Will – 

You in Your great mercy stood up for them in the time of their distress.  You took up 
their grievance, judged their claim, and avenged their wrong.  You delivered the 
strong into the hands of the weak, the many into the hands of the few, the impure 
into the hands of the pure, the wicked into the hands of the righteous, and those 
who rebel into the hands of those who are involved in Your Torah.  … Your children 
came into the Holy of Holies of Your House, cleaned Your Temple, purified the site of 
Your Holiness and kindled lights in the Courtyards of Your Sanctuary; and they 
established these eight days of Chanukah to express thanks and praise to Your great 
Name.  

RE-DEDICATION 

Chanukah is the celebration of the rededication of the Beis Hamikdash (the Temple) after it 
was defiled by the Greeks. 

Rav Soloveitchik asks a fundamental question: 

Why do we only have a holiday for the re-dedication of the Temple 
on Chanukah?  Why don’t we have a holiday celebrating its initial 
dedication? 

Rav Soloveitchik explains through a powerful idea:  

 ב
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When we start a project we always have a lot of initial energy and excitement.  When a 
home is initially built or a new endeavor is started we are filled with natural anticipation 
and joy.  Since we have natural excitement and appreciation for beginning, we don’t need to 
celebrate these experiences with a formal holiday.  Judaism understands that it is not the 
beginnings that require celebration, but rather it is beginning again. 

Judaism does not celebrate dedication.  It celebrates re-dedication.  Anyone can get excited 
by a new idea or project but only a true soldier can appreciate and understand the 
importance of re-dedication.  After you have fallen, after you have failed, will you have the 
courage, passion, and guts to continue fighting for victory. 

Chanukah is not about building.  It is a celebration of the Jewish spirit to re-build after they 
have failed. 

A STRANGE THANK YOU 

The beginning of the “Al Hanisim” prayer that we presented earlier starts with a very strange 
“thank you.” 

ל הניסים ועל הפרקן ועל הגבורות ועל התשועות ועל המלחמות שעשית לאבותינו בימים ההם בזמן 
 הזה:

 
nd for the miracles, and for the salvation, and for the might, and for the 
victories, and for the wars which You performed for our forefathers in those 
days at this time. 

 

It is understandable why we thank God for salvation.  It is understandable why we 
thank God for victory.  But why do we thank God for war? 

Based on the previous ideas we can understand. 

Without war, without struggle, we will never 
emerge stronger. 

Judaism believes that success can never be 
achieved without truly tested oneself and 
even-at times-failing.  We therefore thank God 
for War.  The battles of life are what test us 
and allow us to become stronger and more 
resilient Jews.  Through the frustrations and 
struggle of way we are able to re-dedicate 
ourselves and emerge greater and wiser in the 
battles of life.  
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