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INTRODUCTION 

An NFL Miracle? 

 Last year in the NFL playoffs (2010) The Saints visited the unlikely Seattle Seahawks in a first round game. No one suspected 

the Seahawks to win, but everyone knew that it was tough to win in that stadium given the crowd noise factor. Incredibly, the 

Seahawks won on an amazing run by Marshawn Lynch (look it up on YouTube it’s unbelievable). People seemed to just rattle 

off him. 

They found out later that there was a seismic reading centralizing exactly at the stadium- there was actually a small 

earthquake at the precise time of that run! 

Miracle? Or was the crowd actually so loud because of the amazing run, that it caused a seismic reading on the counters? 

When G-d performed great miracles, he performed them THROUGH nature. The wind blew all night at the Red Sea, and some 

say there could have been an earthquake at Jericho. Why would G-d need the all night wind or earthquake? Just do it! Is this a 

cop out or is He allowing room for disbelief to test the believers? 

Downplaying Miracles 

“Littlewood's Law” is a theory that states that individuals can expect miracles to happen to them, at the rate of about one per 

month. By its definition, seemingly miraculous events are actually commonplace. In other words, miracles do not exist, but are 

rather examples of low probability events that are bound to happen by chance from time to time. 

Chanuka and Miracles 

 What was the miracle of Chanukah? 

o Candles were a part of it and the war was a part of it. 

 The oil was supposed to burn for 1 day, and it lasted 7 days. Why do we pretend there were 8 miracles? 

 Why is the war referenced as the main miracle in most liturgy, and yet we focus primarily on the candles? 

KEY DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

 Who has had a miracle has happen to them and what was it? 

o A lot of these stories will depend on your perspective- is that a miracle or is it just coincidence? 

o I remember a show on TV when I was younger when they were discussing “angel stories” and thinking that 

they were just overanalyzing their life experiences. 

o My story is one where I was driving in the Poconos and drove right in between two deer running across the 

street. From an aerial view it was a clear miracle. 

 Who believes in miracles? What is a Miracle? Can we perform miracles? 

 If you believe in it will depend on what it is. Are they supernatural? 

o Some people say doctors can perform miracles.  

 How do miracles that we do ourselves and miracles that come from above correlate? 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Littlewood%27s_law


 

KEY SOURCES FOR DISCUSSION 

 A Different Perspective from the Talmud 

o In the Talmud (Taanis 25a), there’s a story of a man who tells his daughter to get [non-oil] to burn for the 

Shabbos candles, as they were out of oil. When she questioned it, he answered, “He who makes oil burn, will 

make [non-oil] burn.” This perspective tells us that miracles and nature are on in the same. Whether 

something falls into one category or another is simply whether or not we’d expect it to happen- but the whole 

world and every detail within it is literally a miracle of G-d’s creation. 

 The Meaning of “Nes” 

o In the desert, G-d told Moshe to put an image of a snake on a long poll to heal the Jews who had bitten by 

snakes (as punishment for certain sins). The snake was called a “nes”. Was it a miracle? 

o Nes means a sign or a banner (see Tehillim 60:6).  A miracle is a “sign” of G-d’s existence. When he changes 

aspects of the world, it’s apparent that he is there. Our own miracles are “nesyonos”- obstacles. They’re our 

own banners of our true existence. We exist in a way that even we don’t understand- just like G-d- and we 

bring out our true selves through overcoming obstacles in our lives. That is WHY they happen to us. 

o Hence, “nes lekabetz galuyoseinu”… will it be a literal banner? Or rather, will they be inexplicable 

occurrences, which will be clear indications of His existence? 

 Answering the Question 

o The 8th miracle celebrated has been explained to be many things. Relating to our conversation, there are two 

potential solutions: 

 Even the first day the oil burned was a miracle- and that’s the important thing to realize. The entire 

battle between the Jews and the Greeks was based off whether or not there was a Supreme Being 

ruling the world, and therefore an underlying spiritual reality behind everything we see. If physical is 

merely physical or if even physical is spiritual in its underpinnings changes the way we look at the 

world, and the way we act within it.   

 The war certainly was the main miracle. Who cares if lights lasted or not? If they had burned out, it 

would have been the end of the world? The main point here was that we regained control of the 

Temple, and would have lit the candles a few days later; no big deal! Rather, the point here is that we 

overcame a tremendous Greek army with a few small, unprepared Jewish soldiers. That was huge! So 

why do we focus on the candles? Because things that are very physical appear very physical, and it’s 

hard for us to realize the spiritual background. Everyone said the 6 Day War was a miracle, even the 

non-religious soldiers. They don’t study the 6 Day War at West Point because there’s no physical 

tools to learn from it. And yet, people forgot. The light of the candles are a more esoteric existence, to 

show us that, yes, indeed the war was won because of G-d’s miracles, and not our own might. That 

miracle showed us that G-d had His Hand in that war, even if we couldn’t see it. Just like our wars 

now, and the rest of our lives. 

 


