
 
 

 
Leadership & Education on the Seder  Page 1 
 

T H R E E  T H O U G H T S  

 LEADERSHIP & EDUCATION 
F O R  T H E  P A S S O V E R  S E D E R  

 

 W H Y  I S N ’ T  M O S E S  M E N T I O N E D  A T  
T H E  P A S S O V E R  S E D E R ?  

Throughout the Passover Seder we recount in detail the narrative of the Jewish 
People’s redemption from Israel.  However, one figure is conspicuously absent 

from the story: Moses.  The great Jewish leader who pleaded with Pharaoh for his people’s freedom, 
the leader who parted the sea when hope seemed lost, is nearly completely absent from the 
Passover story.  Why isn’t he directly mentioned?  Was he not invited to the Seder? 

A HASSID CAME TO SEE HIS RABBI:  

"REBBE, I HAD A DREAM THAT I WAS THE LEADER OF 300 HASSIDIM. WHAT 
SHOULD I DO?  SHOULD I START MY OWN HASSIDIC SECT?" 

THE RABBI REPLIED: 

 "COME BACK WHEN THREE HUNDRED HASSIDIM HAVE A DREAM THAT YOU ARE 
THEIR LEADER." 
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A great leader does not look for followers.  The 
greatest wish of a true leader is to render himself 
superfluous.  Leadership is not about demanding 
power from others, it is about empowering 
others.  A testament to the leadership of Moses is 
his absence from the Seder.  He embodied the 
Jewish people and the continued existence of the 
Jewish people is a testament to his success.  As a 
leader there was no need to mention him or give 
him lavish praise.  Our greatest tribute to his 
success as a leader is by following the example of 
his character. 

 

 T R U E  F R E E D O M  I S  A B O U T  G I V I N G  

 

The Seder begins with the declaration “הא לחמא עניא” (ha lachma anya) in which we invite anyone 

who does not have a Seder to join.  Many 
commentators are puzzled as to why this 
seemingly purely ceremonious invitation is the 
introduction to the Seder.  Surely we aren’t 
actually extending an invitation since we say this 
declaration in the comfort of our homes where 
no one who is actually in need of a meal can hear.  
So why is this “invitation” the introduction to the 
Passover Seder? 

Passover is the holiday in which we celebrate 
freedom.  True freedom requires a purpose.  It is 
not just running around and fulfilling your basest 
desires.  On Passover we begin with an invitation 
to others to partake in the meal as reminder that 
true freedom requires responsibility, namely, the 
responsibility to give.  The greatest expression of one’s true freedom is the ability to give and assist 
others. The Passover meal begins with invitation to those less fortunate, an important reminder of 
what true freedom entails. 

THERE WAS ONCE A MAN NAMED TOMMY WHOSE MOTTO IN LIFE WAS “TOMMY 

DOESN’T GIVE.”  HE WAS CAREFUL NOT TO CAUSE HARM TO OTHERS AND WOULD 
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MIND HIS OWN BUSINESS, BUT WAS INSISTENT THAT HE WOULD NEVER GET 

INVOLVED IN ANY PHILANTHROPIC ACTIVITIES.  ANYTIME HE WAS ASKED FOR A 

DONATION OR REQUEST HE WOULD SIMPLY RESPOND: 

“TOMMY DOESN’T GIVE.” 

TOMMY WAS ONCE ON A BOATING TRIP AND AS THE WATERS GOT MORE 

TURBULENT, TOMMY FELL OVERBOARD.  THE CAPTAIN ON BOARD REACHED OUT 

TO PULL TOMMY BACK UP: 

“GIVE ME YOUR HAND,” HE PLEADED WITH TOMMY. 

TOMMY RESPONDED: 

“TOMMY DOESN’T GIVE” 

Giving should not be viewed as a form of self-destruction; rather true givers realize that the one 
giving also receives.  A truly free person looks at giving as a testament of independence, rather than 
a frustrating burden. 

 I N D I V I D U A L I Z E D  E D U C A T I O N  

A major feature of the Passover Seder is the description of the four sons at the 
meal (the righteous son, the wicked son, the simple son, and the son who does 
not know how to even question).  Why do we make special mention that each 

son is participating in the Seder?  Why don’t we have the four sons of Hannukah or of Rosh 
Hashanah?  Why does Passover emphasize the participation of the four sons? 

The verse in Proverbs states (Proverbs 22:6): 

 ממנה יסור לא יזקין כי גם דרכו פי על לנער חנך

EDUCATE CHILD ACCORDING TO HIS WAY, AND EVEN WHEN HE IS 

OLD, HE WILL NOT DEPART FROM IT. 

Normally this verse is understood to mean that if you see 
a kid has certain inclinations, analytic mind, artistic, 
organized, then you should educate him according to “his 
way” so when he gets older he will “not depart from it” – 
namely he will find a career, profession, occupation etc. 
that he enjoys.  An artistic child will not depart from 
becoming a true artist.  An analytic mind will not depart 
from a career of service involving study. 
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However, there is another perspective one can have on this verse: 

“Educate a child according to his way” – teach a child to love education, cultivate a true sense of 
intellectual inquiry and experiential curiosity… 

“…And even when he is old, he will not depart from it”- once a love for education is instilled in a 
child he will continue to educate himself and will spend the rest of his life immersed in learning and 
the pursuit of knowledge. 

The path we hope the child departs from is not a specific career or profession, rather it is the love 
for education itself.   Once a love for education is instilled in a child, even when they get older they 
will continue to stay connected and educate themselves. 

At Passover we celebrate our birth as a nation.  The perpetuity of the Jewish people throughout 
history is a function of their continued emphasis on the pursuit of scholarship and education.  As 
“the people of the book,” Judaism celebrates continued education throughout life.   

With this in mind, on Passover we invite all four sons to emphasize that Jewish education is not 
about a specific path in life.  Everyone is invited to join, regardless to their religious commitment or 
status.  True education reaches everyone, not by emphasizing a specific path, but by cultivating a 
continued love and relationship with education itself. 

PHYSICIST ROBERT WILSON WAS ASKED AT A CONGRESSIONAL HEARING 

WHETHER THE FERMILAB PARTICLE ACCELERATOR WOULD CONTRIBUTE TO 

NATIONAL SECURITY, HE SAID:  

“IT HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH DEFENDING OUR COUNTRY EXCEPT TO MAKE IT 

WORTH DEFENDING.”  

A B O U T  N C S Y  

NCSY, the youth movement of the Orthodox Union, has been engaging Jewish teens and 
reconnecting them with their heritage since it was founded in 1954. Through the decades, NCSY has 
evolved and found new ways to make Judaism relevant to teens. Today, under the leaderships of 
International Director Rabbi Steven Burg, NCSY is in more places, connecting with more teens, in 
more ways than ever before. 

         Three Thoughts: Leadership & Education for the 
Passover   Seder was compiled by Dovid Bashevkin. 


