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C O N F I D E N C E ,  A R R O G A N C E  A N D  
B A L A N C E  

HUMILITY AND GOD 

 Proverbs 22 משלי פרק כב
 ,Anava (humility) is followed by fear of God ִיְרַאת ְיֹקָוק ֹעֶשר ְוָכבֹוד ְוַחִיים ֲעָנָוה ֵעֶקב( ד

wealth and honor and life. 

 

Malbim’s commentary ם"מלבי  
The root of humility comes from recognition of 

the greatness of the Creator, and His tremendous 

power, and the universe that He Created -- until 

one recognizes that he is vanishingly small in 

comparison to even a small part of Creation. 

And even if he achieves kingship, wisdom and 

strength in this world, and all greatness, he 

knows that he is like a tiny worm before the 

Great King who stands over him, and is like 

nothing in comparison to even the smallest of 

Angels. This thought will bring Fear of G-d into 

his heart, fear of doing anything against His will. 

 יוצר של גדולתו שמשיג ממה מסתעף הענוה שורש
 שישיג עד, ברא אשר והמציאות הגדול וכחו בראשית

 והגם, מבריאותיו קצת לפני וכאפס כאין שהנהו
, המעלות וכל וגבורה וחכמה מלכות ז"בעוה שישיג

 העומד הגדול המלך לפי קטנה כנמלה הוא כי ידע
 זו ומחשבה, שבמלאכיו הקטן לפני חשוב וכאין, עליו

 נגד דבר מעשות שיירא' ה יראת בלבבו להכניס סופה
 אינו כי' וכו תמיד לנגדי' ה שויתי א"הרמ ש"כמ, רצונו
 ה"שממ לבו על כשישים ש"כ' וכו האדם ישיבת דומה
 שנוחל ומי', וכו במעשיו ורואה עליו עומד ה"הקב
, מדה כנגד מדה. יגביהנו' ה כי וכבוד עושר ינחל ענוה
 חיי אם, מרע שיזהר י"ע הנצחיים חיי אם חיים וינחל
' ה יראת שיסיר המתגאה הפך' ה בהשגחת ז"העוה
 :מות דרכי ודרכיו פניו מנגד

 

 WHAT IS THE CONNECTION BETWEEN 

HUMILITY AND FEAR OF GOD?  

 IS IT POSSIBLE TO BE HUMBLE AND HAVE 

HEALTHY SELF ESTEEM? 
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MOSHE AS A LEADER 

Shemos Chapter 4 שמות פרשת שמות פרק ד 
10) And Moshe said to God “Please my Master, I 
am not a man of words, not since yesterday or 
neither the day before nor since you first spoke 
to Your servant because I am heavy of mouth 
and heavy of speech.” 
11) And God said to him, “Who makes a moth 
for man or who makes one dumb or deaf or 
sighted or blind? Is it not I, God?  
12) Now go, I shall be with your mouth and 
teach you what you should say.” 
13) And he replied, “Please my master, send 
whomever  you would send” 
14) And the wrath of God burned against Moshe 
and he said “Is there not Aharon your brother, 
the Levite? I know that he will surely speak; 
moreover, behold he is going to meet you and 
when he sees you he will rejoice in his heart.” 

 ָאֹנִכי ְדָבִרים ִאיש ֹלא ֲאֹדָני ִבי ֶאל־ְיֹקָוק ֹמֶשה ַוֹיאֶמר( י
 ִכי ֶאל־ַעְבֶדָך ַדֶבְרָך ֵמָאז ַגם ִמִשְלֹשם ַגם ִמְתמֹול ַגם

 :ָאֹנִכי ָלשֹון ּוְכַבד ְכַבד־ֶפה
 ִמי־ָישּום אוֹ  ָלָאָדם ֶפה ָשם ִמי ֵאָליו ְיֹקָוק ַוֹיאֶמר( יא

 :ְיֹקָוק ָאֹנִכי ֲהֹלא ִעֵּור אוֹ  ִפֵקחַ  אוֹ  ֵחֵרש אוֹ  ִאֵלם
 :ְתַדֵבר ֲאֶשר ְוהֹוֵריִתיָך ִעם־ִפיָך ֶאְהֶיה ְוָאֹנִכי ֵלְך ְוַעָתה( יב
 :ְבַיד־ִתְשָלח ְשַלח־ָנא ֲאֹדָני ִבי ַוֹיאֶמר( יג
 ַהֵלִוי ָאִחיָך ַאֲהֹרן ֲהֹלא ַוֹיאֶמר ְבֹמֶשה ְיֹקָוק ַוִיַחר־ַאף( יד

 ִלְקָראֶתָך ֹיֵצא ִהֵנה־הּוא ְוַגם הּוא ְיַדֵבר ִכי־ַדֵבר ָיַדְעִתי
 :ְבִלבוֹ  ְוָשַמח ְוָרֲאָך

 

 HOW WOULD YOU RATE MOSHE’S CONFIDENCE? WAS 

HE BEING TOO HUMBLE OR SELF AWARE? 

Devarim Chapter 1 דברים פרשת דברים פרק א 
17) You shall not favor persons in judgment;  
[rather] you shall hear the small just as the great; 
you shall not fear any man, for the judgment is 
upon the Lord, and the case that is too difficult 
for you, bring to me, and I will hear it." 

 ֹלא ִתְשָמעּון ַכָגֹדל ַכָקֹטן ַבִמְשָפט ָפִנים ֹלא־ַתִכירּו( יז
 ֲאֶשר ְוַהָדָבר הּוא ֵלאֹלִהים ַהִמְשָפט ִכי ִמְפֵני־ִאיש ָתגּורּו
 :ּוְשַמְעִתיו ֵאַלי ַתְקִרבּון ִמֶכם ִיְקֶשה

 ֲאֶשר ָכל־ַהְדָבִרים ֵאת ַהִהוא ָבֵעת ֶאְתֶכם ָוֲאַצֶּוה( יח    
 :ַתֲעשּון

 

Rashi’s Commentary י דברים פרשת דברים פרק א"רש  
[And the case that is too difficult for you] bring 
to me: Because of this [presumptive] statement, 
Moshe forgot the law regarding the daughters of 
Zelophchad [in Num. 27:1-5](San. 8a). Similarly, 
Samuel answered Saul and said (I Sam. 9:19),“I 
am the seer.” Whereupon, the Holy One, blessed 
is He, said to him, “By your life, I will let you  
know that you do not [always] see [with the holy 
spirit].” And when did He let him know [this]? 
When he came to anoint David, “And he saw 
Eliab [and] he said, ‘Surely, before the Lord is 
His anointed’ ” (I Sam. 16:6-7). The Holy One, 
blessed is He, said to him: “Did you not say, ‘I 
am the seer?’ Look not upon his appearance.”   

 בנות משפט ממנו נסתלק זה דבר על - אלי תקרבון
( יט, ט' א שמואל) לשאול אמר שמואל וכן, צלפחד

 שאין מודיעך שאני חייך, ה"הקב לו אמר, הרואה אנכי
 דוד את למשוח כשבא, הודיעו ואימתי. רואה אתה

, משיחו' ה נגד אך ויאמר אליאב את וירא( ו, טז שם)
( ז, טז שם) הרואה אנכי אמרת ולא, ה"הקב לו אמר

 :מראהו אל תבט אל
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 WHY DO YOU THINK GOD WAS SO PARTICULAR WITH 

MOSHE? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOW DO WE DEFINE HUMILITY? 

Bamidbar Chapter 12 יב פרק בהעלותך פרשת במדבר  
3) And the man Moshe was the most humble of 
all men on the face of the earth 

 ַעל־ְפֵני ֲאֶשר ָהָאָדם ִמֹכל ְמֹאד ָעָניו ענו ֹמֶשה ְוָהִאיש( ג
 ָהֲאָדָמה

 

Ramban’s Commentary  ן במדבר פרשת בהעלותך פרק יב"רמב  
And the meaning of the Moshe was humble is 
that God stood up for him because of his 
humility because he wouldn’t answer back to a 
quarrel even if he knew about it. 

 קנא השם כי להגיד - מאד ענו משה והאיש וטעם( ג
 לעולם ריב על יענה לא הוא כי, ענותנותו בעבור לו
 . ידע אם אף

 

SHOULD I TAKE CHARGE? 

Pirkei Avos 2:5  ה:במשנה מסכת אבות פרק : 
In a place where there is no man strive to be the 
man 

 :איש להיות השתדל אנשים שאין ובמקום

 

Rashi’s Commentary י על אבות פרק ב"פירוש רש  
Strive and involve yourself in the needs of the 
community but if in the place where there is a 
person, you should involve yourself in your 
Torah learning. 

 איש שיש במקום אבל צבור בצרכי ותעסוק השתדל
 :בתורתך תעסוק אתה
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“The difference between 
confidence and arrogance has 

everything to do with empathy.” 

 DO YOU AGREE WITH THIS STATEMENT?  

 WHAT DO YOU THINK MAKES THE DIFFERENCE? 

COCKY OR CONFIDENT? 

Cocky people do have confidence, but it comes from a different place than true self-
assurance. Arrogance is one result of building self-esteem from outward sources such as 
financial privilege or constant praise. However, yank the external support system away, and 
the person’s sense of self-worth goes with it. 
You build true self-confidence from within and project it to the world. Confident people 
have a realistic picture of their own traits and abilities and trust themselves enough to 
respond to life authentically. They learn from failure rather than letting it define them, and 
they forge ahead a bit wiser. 
A hallmark of the genuinely self-assured person is the ability to admit to a mistake without 
excessive apologizing or rationalization. A cocky colleague, on the other hand, is more likely 
to pass the buck. 

FOUR WAYS TO TELL THE DIFFERENCE 

1. STYLE VS. BLING ADDICTION.  

True style is personal and has little to do with trends. Confident people enjoy what they 
have without defining themselves by their possessions. These are the folks who survive 
disasters with a strong and giving spirit. Their sense of self remains constant even if they 
must physically rebuild. 
Arrogant people are more often emotionally devastated by material losses and may struggle 
harder to define their core values in the face of adversity. Not everyone who flaunts “stuff” 
is cocky, but ostentation suggests a distorted self-image. 
 

2. ACTIVE LISTENING VS. THE MONOLOGUE. 

That person who insists on holding court in any gathering is probably a frightened jester 
rather than a monarch. 
Arrogant people need to validate their belief of being better than others and are constantly 
looking for opportunities to sell themselves. 
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If you like yourself as you are, you free up energy to be genuinely interested in other people. 
You engage in active listening and ask sincere questions. In turn, people will respond 
positively to your attentiveness. 

3. AMBITION VS. RUTHLESSNESS  

Ambition is not a crime. Confident people relish achievement and contributing their talents 
to the world. They don’t feel threatened by others’ successes and instead try to learn from 
them. 
Cocky people need to believe that they are on top even if reality says otherwise. This can 
lead to unnecessarily manipulative or callous behavior as they focus on defending a power 
base at all costs. 

4. THE HUMAN VS. THE GREEK GOD.  

As a self-confident person, you accept that you are just a human being. You are intrinsically 
no better or worse than anyone else. In addition to your successes, you have flaws, failures 
and really bad hair days or even years. You treat yourself with compassion while taking 
responsibility for your choices, and you learn from misfortune and mistakes. 
Arrogant people can’t risk the fragile persona crumbling in the face of defeat and run from 
criticism. They tend to go to extremes of either deflecting blame onto others or condemning 
themselves for being only human. If you wonder about your own cocky moments, you are 
probably in the ballpark of self-confidence. 
Truly secure people evaluate their own behavior and face their doubts. By letting go of fear, 
you set yourself up for success. 

TWO POCKETS 

Rabbi Simcha Bunim used to say: 

"Every person should have two pockets. In one, 
[there should be a note that says] בשבלי נברא העולם, 

'for my sake was the world created.' In the second, 
[there should be a note that says]  אנכי עפר ועפר'I 

am dust and ashes.'"  

In some versions of the story, as if the listener 
can't figure it out for him- or herself, Rabbi Simcha 

Bunim is alleged to continue, "When one is feeling down, he should take out the note that 
says 'for my sake was the world created.' And when one is feeling smug, he should take out 
the note that says 'I am dust and ashes.'" 

 WHY DO YOU THINK EACH POCKET NEEDS AN 

EXTREEM? 
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CONCLUDING THOUGHTS 

 Being confident does not mean that you lack humility. 
 There is a fine balance between the two. 
 Leaders often need to be confident and take charge, this is not haughtiness.  
 It is important to focus on the reason you are standing up to take charge and to 

make sure you have a healthy dose of self esteem as well as humility. 


