
 
 
  

REPORT OF THE NCAA 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS  

OCTOBER 27, 2020, VIDEOCONFERENCE 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS: 
 
• None. 

 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 
                                  
1. Welcome and announcements.  NCAA Board of Governors interim chair President Tori 

Murden-McClure convened the videoconference at approximately 12:30 p.m. Eastern time and 
welcomed the Governors. 

 
2. Consent agenda.  By way of a consent agenda, the Board of Governors approved the report 

of its September 25 videoconference, the appointment of two new members to the NCAA 
Board of Governors Committee to Promote Cultural Diversity and Equity  and updates to the 
Board of Governors policies and procedures. 

 
3. NCAA president’s report. NCAA President Mark Emmert reviewed the goals and priorities 

shared with the Board of Governors Executive Committee the previous day, noting their 
alignment with the 2020-2022 Association-wide strategic priorities approved by the board in 
August. He also emphasized the importance of flexibility as we continue to plan for NCAA 
championships, which will require modifications in order to ensure the health and safety of 
student-athletes.  

 
4. Association-wide issues.  
 

a. NCAA championships planning update. The board received a report of the work of the 
COVID-19 Medical Advisory Group and an update on planning for NCAA championships. 

 
b. Update on NCAA Transgender Student-Athlete Participation Policy review, and 

federal and state legislative activity.  
 
(1) Transgender Student-Athlete Participation Policy review. The board received an update 

on the Transgender Student-Athlete Participation Policy review, which included a 
report on the Gender Identity Summit conducted October 5-6. The summit sought 
feedback about creating a framework that could inform policy and practice 
development in the area of gender identity and participation in collegiate sport, with a 
focus on inclusion, fairness, student-athlete well-being, health and safety. Information 
gathered during the summit assisted in identifying knowledge gaps and will serve to 
inform strategies on how to address those gaps. 

 
(2) Federal and state legislative activity. The board discussed the Fairness in Women’s 

Sports Act (Idaho HB500), which prohibits a student assigned male at birth to 
participate on female athletics teams sponsored by public schools, colleges and 
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universities in Idaho.  The bill was adopted in March and went into effect July 1, 2020.  
In August,  a motion for a preliminary injunction was granted, suspending the law while 
litigation is pending. Board members shared that several advocacy groups have 
contacted them requesting the NCAA move the 2021 Division I men’s basketball 
championship events out of Idaho. The board noted that it is premature to act but 
confirmed its position that the law is harmful to transgender student-athletes and is 
counter to the NCAA’s core values of inclusivity, respect and equitable treatment of all 
individuals.  The board agreed to continue to monitor the potential impact of this law 
on the Division I men’s basketball events scheduled for Boise in March. 

c. NCAA Policy on Campus Sexual Violence update. The board noted the significant
challenges faced by the membership since it voted to expand the campus sexual violence
policy in April. Member schools continue to work through many issues caused by the
COVID-19 global pandemic, while also balancing day-to-day operations. There has been
an increased focus on racial justice, decisions to be made regarding on-campus, hybrid and
remote instruction, as well as the U.S. Department of Education issuing new Title IX
regulations. It was suggested that the attestation of the enhanced elements of the sexual
violence policy be delayed a year and that a task force be formed to create operational
guidelines and documentation to facilitate member’s enhancement of their own campus
policies. The board urged members to continue school efforts to combat campus sexual
violence, use the 2021-22 academic year to benchmark its current efforts and make any
needed improvements to meet the expanded policy.

It was VOTED 
“That the Board of Governors set the 2022-23 academic year as the new effective date 
for schools to confirm they are in compliance with the expanded policy. Further, that a 
task force be directed to develop operational procedures and supporting documentation 
to assist campuses as they implement the expanded policy.” Approved (Unanimous 
voice vote) 

d. Update on sports wagering landscape. NCAA Chief Operating Officer Donald Remy
provided an overview of the sports wagering landscape, noting how much has changed
since the U.S. Supreme Court struck down the Professional and Amateur Sports Protection
Act (PASPA). Information was provided about current state and federal legislative activity,
national office activities and how the membership and professional sports organizations
are engaging in the sports wagering world.

e. Insurance update. The board received an overview of student-athlete insurance, which
included a reminder about legislatively required insurance coverage, as well as highlights
of the NCAA Catastrophic Injury Insurance Program. Additionally, the board was
informed of insurance-related information gathered from prior surveys of Division I and
Division II student-athletes.  Lastly, the board learned of work done by staff to explore
options for COVID-19 single-payor policy insurance.
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f. Committee to Promote Cultural Diversity and Equity request to expand the
committee.  President Satish Tripathi noted that during its August  meeting, the Committee
to Promote Cultural Diversity and Equity discussed the scope and significance of its work
and raised the issue of expanding the composition of the committee to allow for additional
student-athlete representation, as well as to bring additional voices and expertise.  The
committee asked that the Board of Governors approve an expansion of the committee from
nine to 13 members.

It was VOTED
“That the Board of Governors approve expanding the composition of the Committee to
Promote Cultural Diversity and Equity from nine to 13 members.”  Approved (Unanimous
voice vote)

5. NCAA Board of Governors Finance and Audit Committee report.

a. NCAA internal audit year-end review for 2019-20.  The board was informed that 13
audits were completed with 77% of the reports showing adequate internal
controls.  Twenty-three percent showed controls that should be enhanced, and zero
instances had controls that were inadequate.  All findings that reflected a need for
improvement have mitigation plans in place that have been completed or are on target to
complete.

b. Update on FY 2020-21 NCAA internal audit plan. The Finance and Audit Committee
received an update on the revised internal audit plan, which included the removal of the
first quarter Continuous Auditing – Payroll review and HR – Contractor Process review
from the 2020 – 2021 audit plan. These removals are due to the reduced available audit
hours based on NCAA national office furloughs. The committee recommended approval
of the revisions to the internal audit plan.

It was VOTED
“That the Board of Governor approve the revisions to the FY 2020-21 internal audit plan.”
Approved (Unanimous voice vote.)

c. NCAA Board of Governors Finance and Audit Committee Investment Subcommittee
update. The Board of Governors received an update on the subcommittee composition,
asset allocation and how the NCAA returns for 2019 compared to the results of the annual
National Association of College and University Business Officers (NACUBO) – Teachers
Insurance and Annuity Association (TIAA) Endowment Study.

6. Fiscal year 2020-21 financial update.  NCAA Chief Financial Officer Kathleen McNeely
provided a fiscal year 2020-21 financial update, which included information about NCAA
national office operational budget adjustments, outcomes from personnel actions and other
mitigation plans. The board also received information about the status of the 2021 Association
reserves as well as fiscal year 2020-21 cash inflows and outflows.
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7. Law, policy and governance strategic discussion.

a. Government relations report. The board was informed of the quarterly government 
relations activity report included in their meeting materials. Staff noted continued interest 
in name, image and likeness by both chambers of the United States Congress, as well as 
bipartisan discussion on developing a College Athlete Bill of Rights.

b. Legal update. NCAA general counsel facilitated a privileged and confidential discussion 
regarding several matters of ongoing litigation.

8. NCAA Independent Accountability Oversight Committee update. Grant Hill, chair of the 
Independent Accountability Oversight Committee, provided an overview about the 
Independent Accountability Resolution Process.

9. NCAA Board of Governors Executive Committee report. President Murden-McClure 
reported on matters considered and concluded in the Executive Committee meeting the 
previous day. Further, she reported that the Executive Committee unanimously nominated 
President Jack DeGioia to serve as chair of the Board of Governors.

It was VOTED
“That the Board of Governors elect Jack DeGioia as chair of the of the board of Governors, 
effective at the conclusion of the meeting.”  Approved (Unanimous voice vote)

10. Executive session. The board convened in executive session to discuss various administrative, 
legal and financial matters.

11. Adjournment. The videoconference adjourned at approximately 5:56 p.m. Eastern time.

Board of Governors interim chair: Tori Murden-McClure, Spalding University 
Staff liaisons:  Jacqueline Campbell, Law, Policy and Governance 

    Donald M. Remy, Law, Policy and Governance 
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Attendees: 
Heather Benning, Midwest Conference 
Rebecca Blank, University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
Grace Calhoun, University of Pennsylvania. 
Ken Chenault, General Catalyst. 
Rita Cheng, Northern Arizona University. 
Mary Sue Coleman, Association of American Universities. 
John DeGioia, Georgetown University. 
Philip DiStefano, University of Colorado. 
Mark Emmert, NCAA. 
Allison Garrett, Emporia State University. 
Robert Gates, Former U.S. Secretary of Defense. 
Christopher Graham, Rocky Mountain Athletic Conference. 
Burns Hargis, Oklahoma State University. 
James Harris, University of San Diego. 
Grant Hill, CBS/Warner Media/Atlanta Hawks. 
Sandra Jordan, University of South Carolina Aiken. 
Renu Khator, University of Houston. 
Fayneese Miller, Hamline University. 
Jere Morehead, University of Georgia. 
Tori Murden-McClure, Spalding University. 
Vivek Murthy, 19th United States Surgeon General. 
Denise Trauth, Texas State University. 
Satish Tripathi, University at Buffalo, The State University of New York. 
David Wilson, Morgan State University. 
Randy Woodson, North Carolina State University. 
Absentees: 
None. 
Guests in Attendance: 
None. 
NCAA Staff Liaisons in Attendance: 
Jacqueline Campbell and Donald Remy. 
Other NCAA Staff Members in Attendance: 
Scott Bearby, Joni Comstock, Jon Duncan, Dan Dutcher, Kimberly Fort, Dan Gavitt, Derrick Gragg, 
Terri Gronau, Brian Hainline, Kevin Lennon, Kathleen McNeely, Stacey Osburn, Naima Stevenson 
Stark, Cari Van Senus, Stan Wilcox and Bob Williams. 

Report is not final until approval of the Board of Governors 


