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Application of the Metro Area Rule  
 
For the complete residency requirements, utilize the following link: Adjoining State Rule 
 
One exception to the adjoining-state rule is application of the metropolitan area, sometime referred to as the 
metro area rule.  In situations where the team’s official address is located in a metropolitan area on a state line 
and the metropolitan area includes multiple states, the team may include more than three team members from 
adjoining states as long as each additional participant resides within the metropolitan area (i.e., 
Washington D.C., Kansas City, St. Louis/East St. Louis, etc.).   
 
For example:  A Kansas City team regardless of whether the team's official address is in Missouri or Kansas can 
include more than three prospective student-athletes from Kansas City.  However if the official address was in 
Missouri any athlete outside the Kansas City metro area would count as out-of-state and there would be a limit 
of three.  In the chart below, the prospects in gray would not count as out of state; prospects in yellow would.  
In that regard, there is one too many out-of-state prospects on this team. 
 

City State/Province   
Topeka Kansas 61.29 miles from Kansas City 
Emporia Kansas 107.44 miles from Kansas City 
Kansas City Missouri   
Leawood Kansas   
Overland Park Kansas   
Gladstone Missouri   
Kansas City Missouri   
Seneca Kansas 117.53 miles from Kansas City 
Leawood Kansas   
Grantville Kansas 63.86 miles from Kansas City 
Blue Springs Missouri   
Overland Park Kansas   
Lawrence Kansas   
Kansas City Missouri   

 
The NCAA Enforcement Certification and Approval Group (ECAG) utilized the maps obtained from State 
Departments of Transportation to make this determination as to which athletes reside in the metro area.  Maps 
of the most common cities where this rule applies are available here:  Metro Area Maps. 
 

http://www.ncaa.org/sites/default/files/Adjoining%2BState%2BApplication.pdf
http://www.ncaa.org/node/3056
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