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The Transfer Portal’s entry year spans Aug. 1 - July 31.

The year listed when describing trends reflects the latter year of data entry.
For example, 2021 data refers to those who were entered into the portal
between 8/1/2020 and 7/31/2021.

Transfer Portal records are managed by the institution’s compliance office.

A student-athlete’s record will show as active upon entry in the transfer
portal and will remain active unless the student-athlete matriculates to
another NCAA member institution or the record is withdrawn.

Key Points About Transfer Portal Data
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Timing of Division I FBS Football Student-Athletes Entering the Transfer Portal

Notes: Those who were entered and subsequently withdrawn from the portal are not included. Data updated 1/5/2022. 

Slide 2 of 10

N=1,546

0 100 200 300 400 500 600

JULY

JUNE

MAY

APRIL

MARCH

FEBRUARY

JANUARY

DECEMBER

NOVEMBER

OCTOBER

SEPTEMBER

AUGUST 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22



Percent of Division I Men’s Sport Student-Athletes Entering the 
Transfer Portal

9%
10% 10%

13%

16%

12%

All Division I Men FBS Football FCS Football

2020 2021

N=1,583 N=2,538
N=11,448N=8,262

Notes: Those who were entered and subsequently withdrawn from the portal are not included. Indoor/outdoor track entrants counted only once. 
Percent based on total number of Division I men’s sport participants with indoor track removed, N=87,007 in 2020 and 88,003 in 2021 and the 
number of Division I men’s football participants, FBS N=15,737 in 2020 and 16,153 in 2021; FCS N=13,497 in 2020 and 13,307 in 2021 as reported 
in the NCAA Sports Sponsorship and Participation Rates Database (Dec. 2021). The Transfer Portal fiscal year is Aug. 1-July 31; the 2021 data 
spans Aug. 1, 2020 through July 31, 2021. Data updated 1/5/2022. 
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Status of Division I Football Transfer Portal Entrants 

Notes: Status as of 1/5/2022. Those listed as “matriculated” transferred to an NCAA-member institution as a student-athlete and their matriculation 
was recorded in the Transfer Portal by compliance staff at the receiving institution. 
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Percent of Division I Men’s Sports Transfer Portal Entrants 
on Athletics Aid

2020 2021

Basketball 84% 86%
Golf 77% 81%
Tennis 73% 75%
Ice Hockey 65% 69%
Baseball 58% 65%
Football-FBS 62% 62%
Lacrosse 49% 61%
Football-FCS 48% 61%
Cross Country 52% 58%
Track & Field 59% 56%
Soccer 51% 55%
Wrestling 60% 56%
Swim & Dive 57% 55%

Notes: Athletics aid status at departing institution. Limited to sports with 50 or more athletes in the Transfer Portal during 2021. Those 
who were entered and subsequently withdrawn from the portal are not included. Percentages reflect the proportion of entrants in each 
sport who were receiving athletics aid at time of portal entry. Data accessed 1/5/2022. 
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Percent of Division I Men’s Sports Athletes Who Entered Transfer 
Portal as Prospective Graduate Students

Notes: Limited to sports with 50 or more athletes in the Transfer Portal during 2021. Those who were entered and subsequently withdrawn from the 
portal are not included. Indoor/outdoor track student-athletes counted only once. Percentages reflect the proportion of entrants in each sport who 
would compete as graduate students upon matriculation, as indicated by compliance staff upon portal entry. Data accessed 1/5/2022. 
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2020 2021

Ice Hockey 27% 45%
Cross Country 26% 41%
Lacrosse 31% 40%
Tennis 27% 38%
Track & Field 32% 36%
Golf 29% 32%
Football-FCS 19% 31%
Basketball 23% 30%
Football-FBS 29% 29%
Soccer 14% 26%
Baseball 23% 25%
Wrestling 9% 19%
Swim & Dive 2% 14%



Aided Prior to Transfer Unaided Prior to Transfer

2020 2021 2020 2021

Total Entered in Portal 980 1,582 603 956

Matriculation Status

Remain active in the 
Transfer Portal 332 (34%) 504 (32%) 356 (59%) 608 (64%)

Matriculated and received 
athletics aid 569 (58%) 950 (60%) 126 (21%) 151 (16%)

Matriculated without
athletics aid 79 (8%) 128 (8%) 121 (20%) 197 (21%)

Notes: Those listed as “matriculated” transferred to an NCAA-member institution as a student-athlete and their matriculation was recorded 
in the portal by compliance staff at the receiving institution. Any student-athlete who matriculated to a non-NCAA program would remain 
“Active” in the portal. The status of athletics aid received is reported at the time of matriculation and does not reflect other forms of financial 
aid received, if any. Those who were entered into and subsequently withdrawn from the portal are not included. Data accessed 1/5/2022. 

Matriculation Status of Aided and Unaided Division I FBS Football
Transfer Portal Entrants
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Destination of Division I FBS Football Transfers by Athletics Aid Status
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Notes: Destination of those who transferred to an NCAA-member institution as a student-athlete and whose matriculation was recorded in 
the portal by compliance staff at the receiving institution. Athletics aid status was reported at time of matriculation and does not reflect 
other forms of financial aid received, if any. Those who were entered into and subsequently withdrawn from the portal are not included. 
Data accessed 1/5/2022. 
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Graduate Portal Entrants Undergraduate Portal Entrants

Athletics Aid Prior 
to Transfer

Unaided Prior to 
Transfer

Athletics Aid Prior 
to Transfer

Unaided Prior to 
Transfer

Total Entered in 2021 585 161 997 795

Matriculation Status

Remain active in the 
Transfer Portal 171 (29%) 99 (61%) 333 (33%) 509 (64%)

Matriculated and 
received athletics aid 377 (64%) 35 (22%) 573 (57%) 116 (15%)

Matriculated without
athletics aid 37 (6%) 27 (17%) 91 (9%) 170 (21%)

Matriculation Status of Aided and Unaided Undergraduate and 
Graduate Division I FBS Football Transfer Portal Entrants in 2021

Notes: Those listed as “matriculated” transferred to an NCAA-member institution as a student-athlete and their matriculation was recorded 
in the portal by compliance staff at the receiving institution. Any student-athlete who matriculated to a non-NCAA program would remain 
“Active” in the portal. The status of athletics aid received is reported at the time of matriculation and does not reflect other forms of financial 
aid received, if any. Those who were entered into and subsequently withdrawn from the portal are not included. Data accessed 1/5/2022. 
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Data reports available in the transfer portal 

Student-Athlete Status          Transfers to Division

Entry by Month                        Transfers from Division
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