
Andrew Adam Shiva 

Andrew Shiva burst on the numismatic scene first as an ardent U. S. type note collector, but quickly 
matured into the leading national bank note collector of this century. 
 
He traces his interest to a chance encounter in a Paris flea market in 1989. A vendor had a $2 Series of 
1917 legal tender note, the likes of which he had never seen. When he inquired what it was, the 
Frenchman retorted “It’s your money!” Captivated, Andrew quickly immersed himself in large size type 
notes, a pursuit that carried him for six years. However, in the meantime, the artistry, complexity and 
variety of national bank notes began to reel him in. 
 
He sold his then extensive type collection In 1995 and began to be swallowed by the national bank note 
vortex. The aesthetics of the notes, especially the early series, were a draw but the fact is Andrew is a 
people-person so the grabber for him was the note signers. He wanted to get to know them, their impacts 
and their fates. No longer was this pawing through a currency catalog checking off Friedberg numbers, it 
was a multidimensional obsession that required hours of genealogical and archival newspaper research. 
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This is not to say that Shiva got lost in his nationals. He is a person of diverse interests. For examples, as 
the Soviet Union unraveled at the time of his switch, he seized on an unusual opportunity that presented 
itself while visiting Russia. He signed on to fly a MiG fighter. That memorable occasion is captured in a 
photo of him in the cockpit on the May 1995 cover of Numismatic News. 
 
Early on he set out to collect 10 outstanding notes from each state/territory. This would assure a rich 
diversity of types as well as yield an education in U.S. history from local vantage points. Nice concept, but, 
of course, collection creep set in to thwart the plan. Thus, the scope of his collection has outgrown his 
original objective. 
 
Andrew made the commitment to establish the National Currency Foundation in 2011, a non-profit 
educational charitable foundation dedicated to promoting currency collecting in all its dimensions but 
with a particular focus on national bank notes. The centerpiece of the foundation is a census of known 
nationals, a project built on the former census work of John Hickman and Hickman successor Don Kelly. 
The NCF census now has well over half a million listings. 
 
It was inevitable that Andrew would develop an active relationship with the National Numismatic 
Collection. a division housed in the National Museum of American History within the Smithsonian 
Institution. His early involvement was that of a researcher documenting the evolution of the coats-of-
arms that grace the backs of Original, 1875 and 1882 brown back nationals. He produced a definitive series 
of articles in Paper Money on the topic in collaboration with Peter Huntoon. 
 
His work on the coats-of-arms allowed him to observe the behind-the-scenes vastness of the Museum’s 
holdings. To his dismay, he found that the foreign currency holdings, which had been donated decades 
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earlier, were inadequately stored in plastic sleeves that are now known to damage notes after prolonged 
exposure. He immediately stepped up to sponsor a project to rehouse that entire holding in new archival 
quality folders to ensure its long-term preservation. This was not a trivial commitment. The effort 
encompassed 80,000 notes dating from the late 18th century to present from scores of countries. The 
rehousing effort required the work of two dedicated museum staffers over a period of a couple of years. 
In the process, it revealed unexpected research opportunities. 
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Another significant holding that caught Andrew’s attention 
was the extensive Treasury Department accession of large 
and small size U.S. currency. That holding contains material 
of unfathomable rarity. Only a few notes from it had been 
exposed publicly through past exhibits or journal 
illustrations. Andrew was convinced that the material had 
to be exposed to the museum’s constituency. He 
purchased an appropriate high-resolution scanner and 
personally set about scanned the material over several 
trips lasting a few days each and posted the collection to 
great acclaim on the NCF website as a joint venture with 
the Division of Numismatics. 
 
His numismatic expertise and dedication to and support of 
the mission of the National Museum of American History 
was acknowledged when he was appointed to the advisory 
board of the National Museum of American History, a post 
he maintains at this writing. An interesting prelude to this 
appointment was his invitation to meet with Secretary of 
the Treasury Jacob J. Lew at a Smithsonian hosted 
roundtable discussion that explored U.S. currency redesign 
along with a multidisciplinary group of museum experts 
held August 7, 2015. His service on that committee was to 
represent numismatics wherein his perspectives could 
bridge historic tradition with modernity. 
 
Andrew, a New York City native, has exceptionally close ties to his alma mater, the John Jay College of 
Criminal Justice, CUNY, where by 1997 he had earned BA and MA degrees in forensic psychology. He went 
on for MS, M Phil and Ph.D. degrees in clinical psychology from the Teachers College at Columbia 
University, finishing those in 2001. 
 
He returned in 2004 to John Jay College as an adjunct assistant professor in their doctoral program in 
clinical and forensic psychology. He then filled similar appointments at the NYU School of Medicine and 
Fordham University, while also rising to become Chief Psychologist at the renown Bellevue Hospital 
operated by NYU in 2006. 
 
His work and research walked the raw intersection between psychology, extreme criminology and 
forensics, a direct outgrowth of his formative training at John Jay College, a college that was established 
in 1965 specifically to turn out graduates who could bridge what was then  considered to be a cultural 
divide between the criminal justice system and clinical psychology. 
 
He counseled survivors of the Trade Towers following the 9/11 attacks. 
 
Andrew has been heavily involved in philanthropic work. Currently he sits on the board of the Smithsonian 
Institute's National Museum of American History, which houses the National Numismatic Collection. Prior 
board service includes the Lincoln Center Theater, National Dance Institute, and Jules and Doris Stein 
Foundation named for his grandparents. He currently serves on the board of the John Jay College 
Foundation, the American board of the Batsheva Dance Company, and the Higgins Museum, as well as 
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serving as president of the Susan Isabel Foundation established to honor his mother. His influence in these 
roles was acknowledged in a Wall Street Journal article published January 8, 2013 that carried the classic 
faux WSJ engraving of him illustrated here. 
 
Andrew never forgot his roots at John Jay College. In 2013, he and his wife endowed the Anya and Andrew 
Shiva Art Gallery, a 4,000 square-foot space, at the college. Its exhibits focus on social issues and the 
humanities, launched with showing on social justice followed by women in social justice. 
 
During the past decade, Andrew has developed yet another passion, photography of remote and exotic 
landscapes. To this end he has traveled to both the Artic and Antarctica, and spent months in Iceland. 


