
The End of the Line 
in North Dakota 

Years ago, Glen Jorde and I were talking about oddly named towns on national bank notes when 

he enthusiastically told me about Enderlin in North Dakota. Here was a town with a Series of 1902 red seal 

only issuing bank with a real story attached to its name, and besides, no notes were reported from the bank. 

Next, Gordon Brandvold took our national bank note class during the 2005 American Numismatic 

Association seminar, a fellow who also is from Devils Lake like Glen, but steeped in northwestern railroad 

lore as well. When I happened to mention Enderlin one day, Gordon became animated with excitement, 

claiming that the town represented the merger between his railroad and national bank note passions. That 

was it, we decided to tell the story that follows herewith. 

As the Minneapolis, St. Paul and Sault Ste. Marie Railroad 

was being built northwestward through North Dakota, its progress 

was halted temporarily along the banks of the Maple River in 1891. 

The original station sign at the end of the line read Enderline, which 

folklore claims represented “End der Line,” owing its origin to 

German workers there (Wick, 1988; Gjevre, 1990, p. 91). 

In short order, the name was abbreviated to Enderlin, and 

that is how it was spelled on railroad timetables from the outset. 

The Enderlin post office was established October 10, 1891, and the 

town was founded in 1892 (Patera and Gallagher, 1982). It 

developed into a division point along the railroad, complete with 

the second largest round house on the line. 

The first bank to open in Enderlin was The Enderlin State 

Bank in 1892. This was followed by The First National Bank that 
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Figure 1. Only 550 sheets of $5s and 478 sheets of 10-10-10-20 red seals were issued through 

The First National Bank of Enderlin, during its 1902-1907 existence. None have been reported. 

Figure 2. The original station sign read Enderline at the temporary 

north end of the Minneapolis, St. Paul and Sault Ste. Marie Railroad 

in 1891. Photo from Gjevre, 1990, p. 91, courtesy of Elizabeth 

Moriarity, used with permission. 
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was organized in September 1902, and chartered a short time later. 

The First National Bank was a minimally capitalized bank, organized under the liberalized terms 

of an amendment to the National Bank Act passed in March 1900. The 1900 act, commonly called the Gold 

Standard Act, contained a major populist sop to the soft money western developers. It provided for the 

organization of banks with capitals of $25,000 in towns with fewer than 3,000 people, half the capitalization 

previously allowed. The minimum circulation of such banks was $6,250. The Enderlin bank came in with 

a circulation of $6,500 in 1903. 

Enderlin was in the center of the great northwestern wheat belt extending from Elbow Lake in 

western Minnesota to Harvey in north central North Dakota. The Minneapolis, St. Paul & Sault Ste. Marie 

Railroad was pushing development of the region through allied land companies. Townsites spaced every 6 

miles were the preference. Advertising touting the productivity of the land along the route was relentless 

Figure 3. Enderlin, North Dakota, founded along the banks of the Maple River in 1891, as it appeared circa 

1908. Courtesy of Gordon Brandvold. 

Figure 4. The banks in Enderlin, North Dakota, circa 1906. Courtesy of Glen Jorde. 
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and hyperbolic. Inducements were offered 

to settlers, and to professionals needed to 

support the fledgling towns. 

The railroad sponsored 

agricultural education programs directed 

toward getting land into production and 

boosting yields. Included in 1905 and 

1906 was the Good Seed Train tour that promoted the development and use of high yield seed stock (Gjevre, 

1990). Of course, the railroad promoted the infrastructure developments necessary to serve it, including 

grain elevators and mills along the right of way. 

The First National Bank was playing second fiddle to the established Enderlin State Bank. Its 

circulation held at $6,500 through 1906, then jumped to $25,000 for a short period before it was liquidated 

July 1, 1907. Apparently, it was reorganized as The Citizens State Bank that same year under new 

management in order to take advantage of more liberal state banking laws. 

The initial officers for The First National were president A. L. Ober and cashier H. E. Blair in 1903. 

George S. Matteson replaced Blair in 1905, and P. P. Burtness took over as president in 1906. Such turnover 

does not speak to great profitability. 

The bank issued Series of 1902 red seals, and those in small quantities; specifically, 550 sheets of 

$5s and 478 sheets of 10-10-10-20s. Many of these notes were replacements for the modest numbers 

actually in circulation at any one time. If it wasn’t for the spike in circulation in 1907, this would be a bank 

that truly issued only pocket change. 

The thumbnail history of the Minneapolis, St. Paul & Sault Ste. Marie Railroad was one of limited 

success tied largely to a one crop economy. It went into bankruptcy at the end of 1937, and was reorganized 

in 1944. In 1961, through a merger with the Wisconsin Central and Duluth, South Shore & Atlantic 

railroads, it became part of the Soo Line Railroad, which in turn was controlled by, and merged into, the 

Canadian Pacific Limited in 1990 (Gjevre, 1990). 

Enderlin reached a peak population of 1,919 in 1920 (Wick, 1988). The population dwindled to 

1,014 in the 2000 census, typical of declines in the struggling remote rural communities in the heartland. 

Figure 5. Map of the southeast corner of 

North Dakota showing Enderlin along the 

Minneapolis, St. Paul & Sault Ste. Marie 

Railroad, later to become a branch in the 

Soo Line in 1961. Map from The Bankers 

Directory (March, 1911). 

Figure 6. The 24-stall round house at Enderlin for the Minneapolis, St. Paul & Sault Ste. Marie Railroad, the 

second largest on the line. Courtesy of Glen Jorde. 
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Figure 7. Postcard mailed October 31, 1908, from Enderlin, to Minnie Diether in Stillwater, MN, with message 

“I had this taken of me and my engine. T. E. H.” Courtesy of Glen Jorde. 
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