
Uniform Title Blocks 
on Series of 1902 Notes: 

Tombstones and Hyphenated States 

INTRODUCTION 

The layout of title blocks attained a degree of standardization by the time the Series of 1902 

commenced that was unprecedented on the earlier series. The result is that the notes from a given bank 

generally have a remarkably uniform appearance. 

The standardization for some items was so complete, finding an exception is rare. Take for example 

the tombstones containing town names. One immutable rule prevailed. The same tombstone was used for 

all the plates made for a bank having the same title and plate date. 

The desire for uniformity even extended to the embellishments built into the title blocks. The 

standardized shell, star or similar motifs placed above the tombstone were always the same for all plates 

made for a given bank having the same title and plate date. 

Such attention to detail demonstrates remarkable discipline. In fact, at this writing we discovered 

only two exceptions to these rules among the proofs for the almost 8,300 banks that issued the 1902 series. 

One involves differences in the tombstones used on the notes for The First National Bank of Massillon, 

Ohio (216), and the other involves differences in the embellishment above the tombstone on notes from 

several Philadelphia banks. These cases are documented below. 

The drive for uniformity also extended to the presentation of the state within the tombstones. All 

have a standard appearance, being composed of distinctive outlined letters that cast a shadow towards the 

lower right. Prior to the 1902 series, it was common practice to add a superfluous hyphen between New-

York and New-Jersey on many plates. This practice was carried forward to the Series of 1902, but after a 

period it struck someone as inconsistent when contrasted to the presentation used for the other non-

hyphenated two-word states. The hyphens were abruptly dropped. This situation also will be developed 

here as an interesting curiosity. 

RECYCLING OF TOMBSTONES 

When the employees of the bank note companies, or the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, 

encountered a new town name among the orders for national bank note plates, they had it engraved on a 

die, and then made a roll to transfer the image to the needed plates. They commonly reused the same roll 

for other banks chartered later from the same town, or even for banks in towns having the same spelling in 

different states. 

The same roll commonly was used for plates in succeeding series. Tombstones containing town 

names for the Original Series were passed from the bank note companies to the Bureau of Engraving and 

Printing in the form of dies and rolls. Consequently, engravings made for the Original Series were recycled 

on Series of 1875, 1882 and 1902 BEP plates. 

Occasionally, especially for larger cities, different dies were prepared in order to provide some 

variability among the tombstones for the various banks. However, the immutable rule for the 1902 plates 

was that the same tombstone and adornments were used for all the plates made for a given bank bearing the 

same title and plate date. 

Massillon Tombstone 

The first tombstone prepared for Massillon, a town in Ohio, was that for $10 and higher 

denomination Original Series notes for The First National Bank (216). True to form, that tombstone, made 

in 1864, was passed down through time and used on the Series of 1882 and 1902 plates for the bank. It also 

appeared on the plates for two competitors; specifically, the Original/1875 and 1882 plates for The Union 

National Bank (1318), and the 1882 plates for The Merchants National Bank (4286). 
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 Figure 1. The Massillon tombstone, engraved by the American Bank Note Company in 1864, 

was passed down and recycled to the early plates for the competing Union and Merchants 

National Banks. 
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The old tombstone was looking antiquated when it was rolled onto the Series of 1902 10-10-10-20 

plate for The First National Bank in 1903. Convention dictated that now that it had been used on a 1902 

plate for the bank, it would continue to be used on later 1902 plates for the bank as well. 

Finally, in 1905, a new Massillon tombstone was prepared. This one was used on the Series of 1902 

10-10-10-20 plate for The Union National Bank. It was then reused on the various 1902 plates for The 

Merchants National Bank beginning in 1910. 

The First National Bank ordered $5 notes in 1918, so a 5-5-5-5 plate was prepared for it. In what 

is clearly a mistake, the siderographer retrieved the new role for the Union and Merchants banks, and used 

it to lay in the tombstones on the $5 plate for the First National! 

This created the only instance we have observed where two different tombstones adorn the 1902 

notes for a bank bearing the same title and plate date. 

You could argue that the 1864 vintage roll being used on the 1902 plates for The First National 

Bank finally wore out or was damaged. If so, they simply reached for the available roll being used for the 

other two banks. Big deal. 

Figure 2. A new Massillon tombstone was engraved at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing 

for use on the 1902 issues for The Union National Bank in 1905. It was recycled to the plates 

for The Merchants National Bank beginning in 1910. It should have stayed on the issues for 

these two banks, because the earlier version of the Massillon tombstone already had been 

placed on the 1902 plate for The First National Bank in 1903. The First National Bank was 

locked into the old design for the duration. 
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But the facts don’t bear this out. The First National Bank required a replacement for its 10-10-10-

20 plate in 1927, nine years after the anomalous $5 plate was made. That plate, lettered G-H-I-C, was made 

properly with the now ancient 1864 roll. The old 1864 roll was perfectly serviceable. 

Figure 3. The Series of 1902 10-10-10-20 plate for The First National Bank made in 1903, and 

altered into a date back in 1909, utilized the then ancient American Bank Note Company 

Massillon tombstone. Successive plates for the bank also should have used it, but, by accident, 

when the 5-5-5-5 plate was made in 1918, someone reached for the roll containing the new 

BEP tombstone for the Union and Merchants bank instead. This is the only example we found 

where different tombstones appear on 1902 notes from the same bank with the same title and 

plate date. 

Figure 4. The ornament above the tombstone generally was the same on all 

denominations with the same title and plate date for a particular bank; however, star 

and shell motifs were mixed between plate combinations for six Philadelphia banks. 

It is possible to find both stars and shells on the $10s from the First and Second 

national banks. 

4



Philadelphia Shells and Stars 

Coauthor Kvederas noticed that the embellishments above the tombstone differed between $10s 

from The First National Banks of Philadelphia (1). Generally, these embellishments are the same on all the 

plates having the same title and plate date. The Smithsonian certified proofs revealed that the Series of 1902 

10-10-10-20 plates utilize a shell, whereas all the 5-5-5-5 and 10-10-10-10 plates have a star. 

We then discovered that mixing of star and shell motifs occurred between the various plate 

combinations for six other Philadelphia banks, specifically charters 213, 234, 544, 557, 561 and 563. Both 

the First and Second national banks used 10-10-10-10 and 10-10-10-20 combinations, respectively with 

star and shell motifs, so it is possible to assemble pairs of $10s with both from them. 

Extension and Title Change Varieties 

Title changes and extensions undertaken within the Series of 1902 resulted in new title block 

layouts. The prevailing practice was to reuse the same tombstone for the bank, provided the town name had 

not changed. 

Plates made for extending banks sometimes led to exceptions to this custom. New plates were made 

for 161 banks that were extended in 1921-2, but which already had been issuing the Series of 1902 since 

1902. The laws governing extensions required that the new notes be readily distinguishable from their 

predecessors. 

The letter of the law was satisfied in these cases by tweaking the appearance of the title blocks on 

the new plates, changing the plate date to the date of extension, and updating the Treasury signatures, even 

though the title was unchanged. Consequently, if you have a pair of such notes, those with the earlier plate 

date look different than those dated 1921-2. However, the tombstone usually stayed the same. 

The four notes from Richmond, Indiana, nicely illustrate one case where the 1922 notes got a 

different tombstone than their 1902 counterparts. 

HYPHENATED STATES 

For some unknown reason, hyphens were used to separate the words in New-Jersey and New-York 

in the title blocks on many national bank notes. This oddity first appeared on some American Bank Note 

Company plates beginning in the Original Series. The hyphens were employed on all $10 and higher New 

Jersey and New York Series of 1882 plates, which also were American Bank Note Company designs. 

However, the hyphens did not appear in the script post office location within the title blocks. 

In contrast, $5 Series of 1882 New Jersey and New York plates did not have the hyphens. Those 

plates were designed and made by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. 

Oddly, the use of hyphens did not spread to New Hampshire, New Mexico, Porto Rico, Rhode 

Island, West Virginia, North and South Carolina, or North and South Dakota. 

Figure 5. Banks that already were issuing Series of 1902 notes that were extended in 

1921-2 utilized new plates with different layouts. Notice, in this case, how they tweaked 

the layout of the bank name but recycled the tombstone. The earlier layout in this 

Tucumcari pair is dated 1912, rather than 1902, because the plate was altered from 

New Mexico Territory to New Mexico in 1912, so the plate date was updated then. 
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Figure 6. This 

Richmond, 

Indiana, bank, 

charter 17, was 

forced to 

liquidate in 

1882, because 

the Act of 1882 

allowing for 

extensions was 

not passed in 

time to save it. It 

was reorganized 

under charter 

2680, and 

continued to use 

that number 

until 1910, when 

it was allowed to 

reclaim charter 

17. The 

Original/1875 

series plate had 

an American 

Bank Note 

Company 

tombstone that 

was recycled to 

the 1882 plate 

for 2680 (1st 

proof). The BEP 

made a new 

tombstone for 

Richmond and 

used it on the 

1902 plates for 

2680 (2nd proof). 

This was 

recycled to the 

1902 dated 

Series of 1902 

plates when the 

bank reclaimed 

charter number 

17 in 1910 (3rd 

proof). An 

entirely new 

tombstone was 

made when the 

bank was 

extended in 1922 

(4th proof). 
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Hyphens continued to be used on all the New Jersey and New York plates, regardless of 

denomination, when the Series of 1902 was rolled out. However, if you look at several Series of 1902 notes 

from these two states, you will discover that the later blue seal plain backs don’t have them. For example, 

the changeover on the plates for The National Park Bank of New York (891) occur respectively between 

the 5-5-5-5 II-JJ-KK-LL and MM-NN-OO-PP and 10-10-10-10 MM-NN-OO-PP and QQ-RR-SS-TT plates. The 

change occurred sometime during 1917. Someone had made the decision to eliminate them. 

We pinpointed the implementation of the changeover from new banks in New York as occurring 

between plates certified March 28 and April 13, 1917. Certification dates before and after these dates for 

New Jersey revealed the same pattern. The decision to drop the hyphens was sharp, and was applied 

simultaneously to both states. 

Our critical New York data points were the following. The 10-10-10-20 for The Croghan National 

Bank (10948) had a hyphen. The 10-10-10-10 for The Brasher Falls National Bank (10943) didn’t. The 

time separation between the certification dates for these plates was a period of just over two weeks. 

Incidentally, the plate dates were respectively November 27 and October 16, 1916, 

Humans were involved in the changeover, so, as expected, we found an anomaly. The officers of 

the Dumont National Bank, Dumont, New Jersey (11361), which was organized May 26, 1919, delayed 

issuing national bank notes for three years, having taken advantage of the terms of the Federal Reserve Act 

to sell their bonds to the Federal Reserve system. However, they bought some bonds in 1922, and got into 

the note issuing business. They ordered a 10-10-10-20 plate that was certified on August 8, 1922. As 

expected, that plate arrived without a hyphen being made well after the 1917 cutoff date for them. 

A 5-5-5-5 plate came along later in 1923, being certified on July 3. This one carried a hyphen! 

Clearly the siderographer making the $5 plate inadvertently grabbed the obsolete roll when he laid in the 

plate. The roll with the dash hadn’t seen service in six years! That it even was available speaks to a common 

trait in the intaglio printing business. Those people tended never to throw anything away, so occurrences 

like this are possible. 

The Dumont $5 contained the last hyphen that we have found on any Series of 1902 production 

plate for either New Jersey or New York. 

You can find Series of 1902 notes from the same bank with and without hyphens provided plates 

were made before and after the March 28-April 13, 1917, changeover period. However, no Series of 1882 

replacement plates were made for banks in either New York or New Jersey after 1917, so the change didn’t 

affect the last of the plates being made in that series. 

In a footnote to all of this, Bureau of Engraving and Printing personnel prepared a series of so-

called exhibition plates in 1939 and 1940. This involved production of a type set of plates from their 

inventory of rolls. The mock-ups for the Series of 1902 notes utilized the title block for The First National 

Bank of the City of New York (29). The transfer operator used the obsolete roll with a hyphen on all of 

them! That roll still had not been destroyed! 

SOURCE OF DATA 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing, 1875-1929, Certified proofs of national bank note face and back plates: National Numismatic 

Collections, Museum of American History, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC. 

Figure 7. Hyphens were used to spell New Jersey and New York on Series of plates for 

those two states up through March 1917. 
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This chapter is from The Encyclopedia of U. S. National Bank Notes published jointly by the National Currency 

Foundation (www.nationalcurrencyfoundation.com) and Society of Paper Money Collectors (www.spmc.org). 

Figure 8. Hyphens separating New Jersey and New York were dropped from the title blocks 

for plates made from April 1917 forward. The plate from which this proof was printed was 

made in 1922. 

Figure 9. Hyphens were used to separate New Jersey and New York in the title blocks for 

plates prepared up through March 1917. The plate from which this proof was printed was 

made in 1923, revealing that the transfer press operator mistakenly used an obsolete roll to 

lay in New-Jersey. 
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