
“The” “of” “and” “&” 
Problems and Great Occurrences 

in National Bank Note Titles 

It was inevitable that with tens of thousands of plates that minor mistakes involving the wording in 

bank title blocks occurred on a few. All that involve The, of, and and & that have been detected are listed on 

the tables accompanying this chapter. The particularly interesting cases are profiled. 

We’ll wrap this chapter not with mistakes but rather with great varieties involving these minor 

words. 

THE ERRORS 

Most national bank names begin with the article The, the reason being that it was printed on the 

blank for titles on the organization certificate. If the bankers didn’t want to include it, they had to strike it 

out on the form. 

Interesting errors made their way to national bank note title blocks, either through the inadvertent 

use of the word The when it was not wanted or the accidental omission of it when it was. The recognized 
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Figure 1. The was mistakenly used in the title block on the Series of 1882 plate for the First 

National Bank of Clifton, Arizona. The mistake was noticed only when the Series of 1902 plate 

was made 20 years later. 
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cases are listed on Table 1. 

Probably most of these mistakes resulted from clerical errors on the plate orders. Others were made 

by siderographers as they were laying in the title blocks on large-size note plate or typesetters laying out 

small size overprinting plates. 

Unwanted The 

A typical example of an unwanted The occurred on the Series of 1882 10-10-10-20 plate for the First 

National Bank of Clifton, Arizona, charter 5821. The is lined out on the organization report, but was 

accidentally included on the Series of 1882 territorial 10-10-10-20 plate. 

The mistake was not discovered until the bank was extended in 1921, and a Series of 1902 plate was 

prepared. In the meantime, the 1882 plate was altered twice without anyone noticing the error, first from a 

territory brown back to date back face, and next from a territory to state date back face. Of course, no one 

was looking at the organization certificate either time the plate was altered, so how could they know? 

A good mistake will be repeated! A Chicago example should be mentioned. The was not used in the 

title for National Bank of America at Chicago, charter 2826. The bank name appeared correctly on the first 

plate made, a Series of 1882 10-10-10-20 certified December 9, 1882. However, when the bankers ordered 

a 50-100 three years later, AThe@ was inadvertently added to the bank name. That plate was certified June 

29, 1885. A total of 3,298 brown back $50 and $100 notes were issued with the mistake. 

Table 1. Anomalous uses or omissions of "The" in bank titles on national bank notes.

Location Bank Name Submitted by the Bankers Anomalous Occurrence Sourcea

13097 AL Mobile The Merchants National Bank "The" omitted from 1902 O
5821 AZ Clifton First National Bank of "The" on 1882 O
5105 CA San Francisco Wells Fargo National Bank of "The" on 1882 T

10931 CA San Bernardino The American National Bank of "The" omitted from 1902 O
1165 CT Hartford The American National Bank of "The" omitted from $20 on Orig 10-10-10-20 O
9545 DC Washington District National Bank of "The" on 1902 O
5512 GA Albany Albany National Bank "The" on 1882 O
6004 GA Bainbridge First National Bank of "The" on 1882 O

10861 IA Whiting The First National Bank of "The" omitted from 1902 O
8 IL Chicago The First National Bank of "The" omitted from $20 on Orig/1875 10-10-10-20 C

2826 IL Chicago National Bank of America at "The" on 1882 50-100 O
5410 IL Taylorville Farmers National Bank of "The" on 1882 O
9834 LA Baton Rouge Louisiana National Bank of "The" on 1902 O
1210 MA North Adams North Adams National Bank "The" on 1902 T
1939 MA Holyoke The Holyoke National Bank "The" omitted from 1902 and 1929 O
1587 MI Monroe The First National Bank of "The" omitted from Orig/1875 10-10-10-20 O

12536 MT Miles City First National Bank in "The" on 1929 O
3400 ND Hillsboro The First National Bank of "The" omitted on 1929 O
5657 NE Alliance Alliance National Bank "The" on 1882 O

329 NJ Paterson The First National Bank of "The" omitted from Orig/1875 10-10-10-20 C
6714 NMT Roswell American National Bank of "The" on 1902 red seal 10-10-10-20 O

972 NY New York The Saint Nicholas National Bank of "The" omitted from Orig/1875 10-10-10-10 O
1105 NY New York The East River National Bank of the City of "The City of" omitted on 1902 O
6964 NY Lackawanna Lackawanna National Bank "The" on 1902 T

10402 OK Kaw City The National Bank of "The" omitted from 1902 O
5444 PA Bath First National Bank "The" on 1882 O

10837 PA Elysburg The First National Bank of "The" omitted from 1902 O
5338 TX Nocona The Nocona National Bank "The" omitted from 1902 N

122 VT Springfield The First National Bank of "The" omitted from $20 on Orig/1875 10-10-10-20 C
555 WI Fond Du Lac First-Fond du Lac National Bank "The" on 1929 T

4424 WI Waupaca Old National Bank of "The" on 1902 T
9606 WI Neillsville First National Bank of "The" on 1902 O
8136 WV Logan The First National Bank of "The" omitted from 1929 T
8983 WV Elm Grove The First National Bank and Trust Company of "The" omitted from 1902 T

a. Code showing the source for the correct bank name as submitted by the bankers:  C=Charter, O=organization report, T=title change in

annual report of the Comptroller of the Currency, N=no record.
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Roswell, New Mexico Error 

One case of an unwanted The is 

listed on Table 1 that deserves special 

mention, the Series of 1902 10-10-10-20 

plate prepared when the title of The 

Roswell National Bank was changed to the 

American National Bank of Roswell, 

Territory of New Mexico, in January 1906. 

The was deliberately omitted from the 

second title by the bankers; however, it 

was inadvertently laid in on all four 

subjects when the plate was prepared. The 

plate was certified with the error February 

21, 1906. 

It was sent to press, so 800 red seal 

sheets were received at the Comptroller’s 

office on March 8, 1906. The mistake was 

caught, the plate altered, and recertified on 

March 26th. 

However, the order was not 

reprinted, so the 800 error sheets were 

issued to the bank over the next couple of 

years until the supply of them was 

exhausted. There never was a second red 

seal printing. The corrected title finally 

appeared on the Series of 1902 date backs. 

Omitted Transfers 

Several cases are known where 

The was accidentally omitted when large 

size plates were made and the mistake was 

not caught during the plate certification 

process. 

The first of these was discovered 

among the certified proofs at the Smithsonian Institution by Robert Kvederas as we were sorting the proofs 

in 1999. He was working through the proofs for Connecticut at a fairly rapid clip when he suddenly stopped 

on a Series of 1875 10-10-10-20 proof for The American National Bank of Hartford, Connecticut (1165). 

He gathered us around to see if we could spot what he had found. 

Somehow, he had noticed The was omitted from the title block on the $20 subject. There wasn’t a 

mark on either the error or a second corrected proof from the same plate to reveal it. The error is quite 

inconspicuous. 

The omission dated from 1865 when the plate was laid in at the American Bank Note Company. 

Consequently, all the Original Series $20s were made with the omission, a total of 8,500 notes. 

The proof exhibiting the error was a Series of 1875 lifted after a BEP siderographer had altered the 

Original Series version of the plate into its Series of 1875 form in 1875-6. There is an undated second proof 

from the same plate made much later with the charter number engraved in the lower margin and the problem 

corrected. One $20 is reported bearing serial 1442 that hints strongly that the plate was fixed at the outset of 

Series of 1875 printings. 

The identical error was found on the $20s on the Series of 1875 proofs for Chicago, Illinois (8) and 

Springfield, Vermont (121). The error was carried forward when those 10-10-10-20 Original Series plates 

were altered into their Series of 1875 form. There is no indication either was repaired. 

Figure 2. Notice that the article The is lined out on the 

organization report for the First National Bank of Clifton, 

Territory of Arizona. 
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Figure 4. The was 

inadvertently added to 

the title on the new 10-

10-10-20 plate following 

a title change from The 

Roswell National Bank 

in 1906. 800 red seal 

sheets were printed from 

the error plate and 

issued even though the 

error was caught, and 

plate repaired shortly 

after the printing. Blue 

seal notes from the plate 

had the correct title. 

Figure 3. The was 

omitted only on the $20 

subject on the 10-10-10-

20 Original Series plate 

for The American 

National Bank of 

Hartford. The error was 

corrected when the plate 

was altered into a Series 

of 1875 at the Bureau of 

Engraving and Printing. 

600 Original Series $20 

notes were issued with 

the omission. 
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Figure 6. The was 

omitted from all four 

subjects on the 10-10-10-

10 Original/1875 series 

plate for The Saint 

Nicholas National Bank 

of New York. There is no 

record that the error was 

corrected. 

Figure 5. The 

accidentally was added 

to the bank name when 

the 50-100 plate was 

ordered three years after 

the 10-10-10-20 for this 

Chicago bank.. 
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The was omitted from every subject on the 

Original Series 10-10-10-10 plate for The Saint Nicholas 

National Bank of New York, charter 972. That mistake 

also appears to have been missed when it was altered 

into its 1875 form in 1875-6. The Series of 1875 proof 

reveals that they also failed to lay in the BEP Printed at 

statement inside the upper right border on the four 

subjects. In contrast, a Series of 1875 20-20-50-100 plate 

made for the bank at the BEP in 1877 came out normally. 

It appears that all 11,750 sheets of Original 

Series and 2,985 sheets of Series of 1875 reached 

circulation, for a grand total of 58,940 $10 notes with the 

error. In addition, the 11,940 Series of 1875 notes also 

went out without the APrinted at@ statement. 

Redundant The 

A great error was made when they prepared the 

$5 Original Series die for The National Hudson River 

Bank, New York (1091). In this case, someone laid in or 

engraved a redundant The. Unfortunately for error 

collectors, the mistake was discovered when the proof of 

the title block die was examined. As shown on the accompanying photograph, the discoverer not only flagged 

the mistake, but also tore the extra The from the proof! 

OF ERRORS 

The prepositions of, in and at were used extensively to link the bank name to the town in national 

bank note titles. Of was the preposition that did the heaviest lifting during the national bank note era. 

It was inevitable among some 12,600 issuing banks, having over13,800 issuing titles, that mistakes 

were made. They were significant. Of was accidentally omitted when it was desired, added when not desired, 

and substituted for in or at. 

Recognized cases are listed on Table 2. The most interesting of these will be described starting with 

omissions, then additions, and finally substitutions. 

Slatington, Pennsylvania, Omission 

The best and most interesting case of an omitted of involves the $5 Series of 1875 plates for The 

First National Bank of Slatington, Pennsylvania (2293). The attraction here is that the first $5 plate had the 

omission, whereas the replacement was correct. Consequently, it is possible to obtain a pair of notes with 

and without the error from the same series and denomination. The changeover bank sheet serials between 

the A-B-C-D plate with the error and E-F-G-H plate without it were 8175/8176. 

This discovery was made by my wife, Kathleen Kimball, thanks to a mistake I made the previous 

day. We looked at every national bank note proof in the Smithsonian holdings during 2004-5 in order to 

compile a list of the exact titles found on notes. I would look at the proofs, read the titles to either Kathleen 

or Tom Conklin, and they would make corrections to the list of titles that we had abstracted from the Van 

Belkum data. 

We were working Pennsylvania, when I realized I had failed to write down a Philadelphia title that 

had a layout variety I wanted to record. We were about a third of the way through the state when this 

realization dawned. I couldn’t remember the box it might be in, let alone the charter number. The next day, 

Tom Conklin continued the tedious job of verifying titles with me and Kathy generously offered to start at 

the beginning of Pennsylvania to search for the Philadelphia proof, a task that involved looking at a few 

thousand proofs again. 

Kathy is an extremely observant reader. Consequently, she spotted the Slatington error as she leafed 

past it. As you look at the Slatington scans, I believe you will be impressed that anyone would notice the 

missing of, especially because it was buried among the other proofs for the bank with the proper title. 

Figure 7. The was included twice as this title block 

was being prepared. The inspector not only 

flagged the mistake, but went to the trouble of 

tearing out the offending duplicate using a 

fingernail! 
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This particular case of a missing word is significant because the plate was among the very first made 

at, or at least completed at, the Bureau of Engraving and Printing after the bank note companies turned over 

plate making to the Bureau in 1875. Those first plates carry a plate date of September 15, 1875, which occurs 

on this one. The first BEP plates were logged into a plate ledger on August 30, 1875, with this being the 

second recorded after a 5-5-5-5 for Boston (2295) that same day (BEP, 1875-1886). The BEP siderographers 

were still learning the ropes at that point. The first printing from it arrived at the Comptroller’s office on 

November 8. 

South Pueblo/Pueblo, Colorado, Omission 

The Western National Bank of South Pueblo was annexed into Pueblo, resulting in a title change 

and new plates. Of was accidentally omitted from the new $5 Series of 1875 plate, but included on the 10-

10-10-20. The Series of 1882 and later plates properly included the of. 

Figure 8. The omitted of was corrected on the Series of 1875 E-F-G-H replacement plate for this Slatington, 

Pennsylvania, bank. This is the only known case where this error was corrected mid series on large size notes. 

The A-B-C-D Slatington plate was one of the very first plates made or completed at the Bureau of Engraving 

and Printing in, 1875 after the Bureau assumed the plate making functions from the bank note companies in 

1875. 

Table 2. Anomalous uses or omissions of "of" in bank titles on national bank notes.

Location Bank Name Submitted by the Bankers Anomalous Occurrence Source
a

2546 CO Pueblo The Western National Bank of "of" omitted from 1875 5-5-5-5 O
486 CT Hartford The Charter Oak National Bank "of" on 1882, 1902 C
531 IL Morris The Grundy County National Bank "of" on 1882, 1902, 1929 C

2042 IL Carlinville The First National Bank of "of" omitted from Orig/1875 1-1-1-2 O
13759 IN Indianapolis American National Bank at "of" used in place of "at" on 1929 type 2 

$5 1-59960, $10 1-30000, $20 1-13740,
$50 1-1500, $100 1-504 O

996 MA Plymouth The Old Colony National Bank of "of of" on 82BB 5-5-5-5 1-1000 O
3205 MD Centreville The Queen Anne's National Bank of "of" omitted from 1929 O
1105 NY New York The East River National Bank of the City of "the City of" omitted from 1902 O
1262 NY Albany The New York State National Bank "of" on 1882, 1902, 1929 O
1416 NY Mount Morris The Genesee River National Bank of "of" omitted from 1929 O

11656 NY Middleville The Middleville National Bank "of" on 1902 C
12550 NY New York The Jamaica National Bank of "of" omitted from 1929 type 1 $10 209-4544,

$20 407-5196 O
2544 OH East Liverpool The Potters' National Bank, "of" on 1875 10-10-10-20, 1882 O

355 PA Chester The Delaware County National Bank of "of" omitted from all large size C
540 PA Philadelphia The Penn National Bank "of" on 1882, 1902 C

2293 PA Slatington The National Bank of "of" omitted from 1875 5-5-5-5 1-8175 O
4695 TX Brownwood First National Bank in "of" used in place of "in" on 1929 O

a. Code showing the source for the correct bank names as submitted by the bankers:  C=Charter, O=organization report, T=title
change in annual report of the Comptroller of the Currency.
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The $5 Pueblo plate carries Rosecrans-Nebeker signatures, one of only two such $5 plates in the 

country. The other was The United States National Bank of New York (2507). The Pueblo is a rarity by 

location and title, and also by Treasury signature combination and error! 

East River, New York, Omission 

The most spectacular omission involving the preposition of occurred on the Series of 1902 plates for 

The East River National Bank of the City of New York (1105). This happened when the bank was extended 

Figure 9. Of was accidentally omitted from the title when the name of the town was changed 

from South Pueblo to Pueblo on the new $5 Series of 1875 plate (middle), from which 3300 

sheets were issued. The error was not made on the Series of 1875 10-10-10-20 plate (bottom) 

from which no notes were issued or on successive plates. 
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for a second time in 1905. The City of was left off in error, yielding for the bank a total of three very distinctive 

titles; the last being a title change to Bowery and East River National Bank of New York. 

Albany, New York, Addition 

The organization certificate clearly shows that there was no of in the title for The New York State 

National Bank, Albany (1262). Instead, the bank name was followed by a comma. The Original/1875 series 

plates were made correctly with the comma. 

Someone at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing used the 1875 10-10-10-20 proof as a model for 

the 1882 10-10-10-20 plate when the bank was extended in 1885. At that time, he deliberated penciled in an 

of on the 1875 proof. From that time forward of appeared on all the issues from the bank including the 1929s. 

The deliberateness with which this change was made hints that it was the result of a formal title 

change. More likely, the addition was a clerical mistake of some type that was perpetuated once it had been 

made. 

Alternating Use of of 

The officers of The Penn National Bank, Philadelphia (540), deliberately left the proposition of out 

Figure 10. The City of 

was left off the Series of 

1902 plate bearing the 

title The East River 

National Bank of 

yielding this interesting 

trio of titles. The title on 

the bottom note was the 

result of a formal title 

change. Attilio H. 

Giannini, brother of the 

famous Amadeo P. 

Giannini of Bank of Italy 

National Trust and 

Savings Association, San 

Francisco, signed the 

bottom note as 

president. 
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of their title, and this is the way it appeared on the Original/1875 series plates. However, it was added to the 

title by mistake with the advent of the Series of 1882, and its use continued through the Series of 1902. The 

mistake was not corrected until someone noticed the error when the 1929 logotypes were ordered. 

Fort Payne, Alabama, Substitution 

The Comptroller of the Currency=s office adopted a policy in mid-1917 of not duplicating bank 

names that had been used in the past by defunct banks in the same town. The result was that desirable names 

such as The First National Bank of were not to be reused after 1917. 

However, variations were acceptable. These commonly involved substituting in or at in place of of, 

and/or dropping The. This policy was applied when The First National Bank in Fort Payne, Alabama 

(11451), was organized in 1919. In was used because of had been used previously by The First National 

Bank of Fort Payne (4064) that went into receivership in 1894. 

However, the transfer press operator inadvertently rolled in of in place of in on all four subjects as 

he made the Series of 1902 5-5-5-5 plate for the new bank. The error plate was certified November 26, 1919. 

Sadly, for collectors, the error was caught and fixed before any sheets were printed. The altered plate 

was recertified January 13, 1920, almost 2 months later. The first shipment to the bank from the corrected 

plate was sent March 6. 

No other cases of such substitutions were found on the large size proofs. However, the error was 

made at least twice on 1929 notes. See Table 2. 

Figure 11. Notice that a comma follows the bank name on the $20 Series of 1875 proof from 

Albany (top). This proof served as a model for the Series of 1882 plate; however, someone 

mistakenly penciled in of, so of appeared on all the successive issues. A comma is on the 

organization report, not of. 
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Figure 12. The correct title is The Penn National Bank, Philadelphia on the 

Orig/1875 $5 rather than the 1882 and 1902 series notes with of. The mistake 

was discovered when the 1929 logotypes were ordered and corrected. Photos 

courtesy of Bob Kvederas. 
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USE OF AND/& WAS INCONSISTENT 

To most of us, and and & are rather interchangeable. Just which appeared in bank names on national 

bank notes may seem arbitrary. However, the choice was supposed to be dictated by how the title was written 

on the organization certificate when the bankers applied for their charter. 

Phoenixville, Mercer, Cadiz 

A letter engraver at the Continental Bank Note Company produced a die in 1872 containing the 

words Farmers & Mechanics. This was curious because no national bank in existence then used an 

ampersand in that combination. It was intended for use in making Original Series $5s because that was the 

denomination contracted to the company. 

The official title of the Phoenixville bank as it appears on both the organization report and duplicate 

charter in the National Archives is The Farmers and Mechanics National Bank of Phoenixville. Despite this, 

the die with the ampersand became the source for those words in the title block on the Original/1875 series 

$5s issued by the bank. 

Was this a big deal? Of course not, but it was a technical mistake. 

The other denominations used by the Phoenixville bankers during the Original/1875 era were $10s 

and $20s from 10-10-10-20 and 20-20-20-20 plates made by the American Bank Note Company. They used 

and. 

Figure 13. Siderographers Alven D. Whittington and Alfred R. Gould laid in this Fort Payne 

plate and one of them accidentally laid in of instead of in. The error plate was certified 

November 26, 1919, and the corrected version certified January 13, 1920, before any error 

sheets were printed. 
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Here is where the story gets interesting. Ten banks were chartered during the Original/1875 era with 

the title The Farmers and Mechanics National Bank of. None of their organizers used an ampersand in place 

of and. 

All ten banks used the 5-5-5-5 combination. The plates for nine were made by the Continental Bank 

Note Company. The last for Cadiz, Ohio, was made at the BEP. Here is a list of them. 
Ch. Location  Plate Date Presentation 
453 NY Buffalo Jun 2, 1864 and 
538 PA Philadelphia Oct 28, 1864 and 
1072 NY Rochester unknown probably and 
1267 MD Frederick Jul 20, 1865 and 
1321 CT Hartford Aug 1, 1865 and 
1526 MD Westminister unknown probably and 
1928 DC Georgetown Feb 15, 1872 and 
1936 PA Phoenixville Mar 15, 1872 & 
2256 PA Mercer Jun 15, 1875 & 
2444 OH Cadiz Jan 15, 1880 & 

Surviving $5 notes or proofs exist for all except the Original Series-only issuers from Rochester, 

NY and Westminster, MD. The title blocks on five of the first seven—and probably the missing two—

utilized one-of-a-kind engravings with and as shown on Figure 14. 

The Phoenixville bank was chartered in March 1872. An 8th engraving of Farmers and Merchants 

was rendered, but this one with an ampersand. A transfer roll was made from it that was used to make the 

title block die for the Phoenixville plate. The use of the ampersand went unchallenged on the sheets at the 

BEP, where the Treasury serial numbers and seals were added, or at the Comptroller of the Currency’s office. 

It is doubtful anyone was paying attention to that detail. 

A siderographer at the Continental Bank Note Company used the same transfer roll for the $5 Mercer 

plate, which was turned out during June 1875. Notice on Figure 15 how the title blocks had become 

standardized. 

Figure 14. All ten of the The Farmers and Mechanics National Banks of Original/1875 vintage used and in their 

titles. The first seven appear to have gotten notes with different engravings of Farmers and Mechanics. Five of 

the seven are shown because the other two are unknown in proof or issued notes. 
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Next, during the late summer of 1875, face plate making was ceded to the Bureau of Engraving and 

Printing as per Congressional mandate. The Farmers & Mechanics roll went to the BEP. 

The next and last bank chartered with the Farmers and Merchants title during the Original/1875 era 

was in Cadiz, Ohio. The Bureau siderographer who laid-in the title block die for the 5-5-5-5 Series of 1875 

Cadiz plate used the same roll and out came the Cadiz knock off! 

The entire Orig/1875 Mercer and Cadiz emissions consisted of $5s. At least the Phoenixville bank 

received notes from 10-10-10-20 and 20-20-20-20 American Bank Note Company plates that correctly used 

and. 

Now if this tale isn’t already neat enough, there is more icing on the cake. It involves the Mercer $5 

plate. That plate just happened to be altered from its Original Series form into an 1875 at the BEP during the 

brief window when Treasury officials Blanche K. Bruce and Conrad N. Jordan were serving together; 

specifically, between May 1, 1885 and June 7, 1885. 

The convention was to use the signatures of the Treasury officials who were in office at the time the 

plates were altered. Consequently, the Mercer Series of 1875 $5s carry Bruce-Jordan signatures. 

As fate would have it, the Mercer $5s are the only Series of 1875 notes regardless of denomination 

in the entire country with Bruce-Jordan signatures! One turned up. 

Baltimore, Maryland 

Series of 1902 certified proofs for The Farmers and Merchants National Bank of Baltimore, 

Figure 15. An engraved die with Farmers & Mechanics was turned out at the Continental Bank Note Company 

around 1872, which was odd because no bank utilized that line. A role lifted from the die was then used to 

produce these standardized looking title blocks for banks in Phoenixville, Mercer and Cadiz. 

which is odd because no bank used the ampersand. A role lifted from the die was then used to produce 

standardized titles blocks for Phoenixville, Mercer and Cadiz. 

Figure 16. The $5 plate for Mercer was altered from an Original Series into a Series of 1875 

plate during the five weeks when the Bruce-Jordan signature combination was current. The 

Series of 1875 $5 plate for the Mercer bank was the only national bank note plate in the 

entire country made with Bruce-Jordan signatures. This is the only reported note from it. 
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Maryland (1337), reveal just how important it was to get the proper use of and or & right. Someone selected 

the wrong roll reading Farmers & Merchants to lay in the title blocks when the third 10-10-10-20 Series of 

1902 plate was being made for the bank in 1924. The plate was certified May 27, but before it was used, 

someone discovered the &. They wrote error next to each of the four lines containing it, and the plate was 

sent for repairs. 

The plate was altered by removing the entire line in each of the four title blocks, and a roll containing 

Farmers and Merchants was used to lay in the corrections. Notice that the fonts used for the line differs 

between the two proofs. The plate was recertified June 14, 1924. 

In contrast, the name for another bank in Baltimore, The Drovers & Mechanics National Bank 

(2499), utilized an & that appeared on Series of 1875 notes. It became and on the Series of 1882 issues, and 

then reverted to & for the Series of 1902. The correct form in this case was & based on the organization 

report. Probably the accidental substitution on the 1882 issues was not noticed, or, at least, did not cause 

consternation, among those with an interest in the title. 

Other Mixed Uses 

Table 3 is a list of all the known cases where and was accidentally substituted for &, or vice versa. 

It is surprising that we have found so few considering the number of bank names that utilized and or &. The 

Figure 17. These $20 

subjects are from the 

same plate. A roll 

containing the words 

Farmers & Merchants 

was accidentally used 

instead of Farmers and 

Merchants when the 

titles were laid in on the 

third Series of 1902 10-

10-10-20 plate for this 

bank. The entire line was 

replaced using the 

appropriate roll in order 

to correct the plate. 

Figure 18. The use of & and and alternated through the large size series for this Baltimore bank. The use of and 

on the Series of 1882 plate probably resulted from a clerical mistake on the plate order. 
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point is, making such a mistake was unusual because people tended to be very careful with titles. 

The mistaken substitution of & for and on the 1902 plates for the Plattsburg National Bank and Trust 

Company, New York (5785), is noteworthy. The bankers used and when they applied for a title change once 

they took on trust power in 1920. And correctly graces their Series of 1882 value backs. 

Figure 19. The bankers in Plattsburg operated one of only two Series of 1882-issuing Trust 

Companies in the country. The official title used and but it accidentally morphed into & on 

their 1902 notes. 

Table 3. Anomalous uses of "and" and "&" in bank titles on national bank notes.
Location Bank Name Submitted by the Bankers Anomalous Occurrence Source

a

2499 MD Baltimore The Drovers & Mechanics National Bank of "and" on 1882 O
11627 MN Ivanhoe The Farmers & Merchants National Bank of "and" on 1902 C
12485 NM Albuquerque Albuquerque National Trust & Savings Bank "and" on 1929 T

1040 NY Saugerties The First National Bank & Trust Company of "and" on 1929 T
5785 NY Plattsburg Plattsburg National Bank and Trust Company "&" on 1902, 1929 T
1061 OH Piqua The Citizens National Bank and Trust Company of"&" on 1902 T
2444 OH Cadiz The Farmers and Mechanics National Bank of "&" on 1875 O
1936 PA Phoenixville The Farmers and Mechanics National Bank of "&" on Orig, 1875 $5s O
2256 PA Mercer The Farmers and Mechanics National Bank of "&" on Orig, 1875 O
2958 PA York The Drovers & Mechanics National Bank of "and" on 1902 O

10757 TX Kaufman The Farmers & Merchants National Bank of "and" on 1929 type 1 $10 625-2436,
$20 213-686, all 1929 type 2 O

a. Code showing the source for the correct bank name as submitted by the bankers:  C=Charter, O=organization report,
T=title change in annual report of the Comptroller of the Currency.
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Their bank was one of 

only two Series of 1882 

issuing banks in the country to 

use a trust title. Legislation 

permitting national banks to 

take on trust powers passed in 

September 1918, very late in 

the life of the Series of 1882. 

Only two Series of 1882 

issuers got in under the wire 

with trust titles, the other 

being First National Bank and 

Trust Company of Corning, 

New York (2655). 

Obviously similar 

substitutions of and for &, or vice versa, occurred between the large and small size issues for a few banks. 

The titles for The Farmers and Merchants National Bank of Ivanhoe, Minnesota, and Albuquerque National 

Trust & Savings Bank, New Mexico, are two cases at point. & appeared on the Series of 1929 notes for the 

Ivanhoe bank, and and on the Series of 1929 notes for the Albuquerque bank! 

Such situations involving the 1929 issues are revealing themselves one at a time as the notes go by. 

Unlike the large size issues, where we can systematically search the proofs in the Smithsonian holdings, the 

discrepancies involving titles 

on the small size require 

viewing the actual notes by 

careful observers. 

I searched for a long 

time before finding a bank 

where and was accidentally 

substituted for &, or vice 

versa, wholly within the 1929 

series. This could occur after 

a signature change or 

duplicate set of logotype 

Figure 20. And appeared 

incorrectly on the 1902 notes 

whereas the mistake was 

corrected on the 1929 notes 

from this Ivanhoe, Minnesota, 

bank. 

Figure 21. The BEP plate 

correctly used an ampersand 

whereas through a clerical 

error BBS produced plates 

with and spelled out. The top 

rendition is particularly neat 

because the BEP set the town 

name in the scare Pastel Bold 

font, which is found only on 

BEP plates made during 1929. 
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plates was made. It happened with The Farmers & Merchants National Bank of Kaufmann, Texas (10757). 

Barnhart Brothers and Spindler, the contractor making the 1929 logotype plates, got seriously behind 

on turning out their orders so the BEP arranged for the Government Printing office to made a 6-subject 

electrotype plate for the first printing for the bank. The GPO correctly used & as found on the organization 

certificate. 

When the backlogged BBS plates had been ordered, and was accidentally spelled out so that is how 

the BBS logotypes came out. You can see on Figure 21 that we have the really interesting situation where 

both sets of plates have the identical bank officers but a different rendition of the bank name! 

SPECIAL NON-ERRORS 

The bankers at The Farmers and Merchants National Bank of Benton Harbor, Michigan, gave us a 

special treat when they took on trust powers in 1926. They renamed their bank The Farmers and Merchants 

National Bank & Trust Company, mixing and and & in the same title. 

Georgetown, District of Columbia 

A popular bank among collectors is The Farmers and Mechanics National Bank of Georgetown, 

District of Columbia (1928). Georgetown was annexed by Washington, so the bankers applied for a formal 

title change to mark the event. The new title was approved for use by the Comptroller on January 14, 1925. 

Peculiar as these things go, the new title was The Farmers & Mechanics National Bank of Washington. 

Someone used & instead of and on the title change request. 

The next time you are in Washington, DC, and are in search of a good ethnic meal, take Pennsylvania 

Avenue out to Georgetown. After Pennsylvania Avenue merges into M Street, start looking for that perfect 

quaint restaurant. Don=t bother taking your car because the place is quite yuppified, so you’ll never find a 

parking space. 

As you are wondering around the heart of old town, notice the imposing bank building on the 

northeast corner of M Street and Wisconsin Avenue. It is The Farmers and Mechanics National Bank of 

Georgetown, now a branch of the Riggs Bank. The word and appears in the name below the eaves. They set 

their original preference in concrete when they built that building, but clearly that preference changed! 

Mechanics & Metals, New York City 

One of the most interesting title situations involving an ampersand that I have run across involved 

The Mechanics and Metals National Bank of the City of New York, New York (1250). This title was the 

second adopted for the bank and was approved by the Comptroller on January 29, 1910. The word and was 

spelled out. The title was used on Series of 1902 5-5-5-5, 10-10-10-20 and 50-50-50-100 plates. 

It appears that the bankers applied for yet another title, although there is no record of it in the Annual 

Reports of the Comptroller. The change involved substituting & for and. The new rendition was placed on 

a new Series of 1902 5-5-5-5 plate certified for use April 30, 1923. 

Figure 22. The Benton Harbor bankers who submitted this trust title wanted it both ways! 

Notice the simultaneous use of and and &. 
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Figure 23. The 

bankers substituted & 

for and in their title 

when they filed for a 

title change to reflect 

the annexation of 

Georgetown by 

Washington, so the 

title on the 1902 note is 

correct in this case. 

Heritage Auction 

archive photos. 

Figure 24. The 

bankers at the 

Mechanics and Metals 

National in New York 

won approval for a 

title change simply to 

replace and with & in 

1923. Obviously, the 

difference was 

important to them. 

Heritage Auction 

archives photos. 
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The plate letters on the new plate reverted to A-B-C-D, and sheet serial numbering was restarted at 

1, consistent with a formal title change. Sheets from it began to be shipped to the bank on May 16, and were 

used exclusively thereafter. The last sheets with and were sent May 8. Quite obviously, in this case, the 

distinction between and and & was taken seriously by someone high up in the bank’s management! 

DISCUSSION 

The addition or omission of The or of from a bank title, or the substitution of and for & may seem 

trivial. However, the matter was taken seriously by the Comptroller’s office because the title specified on 

the organization certificate was the official title of the bank. In fact, even changing one of these words 

required the filing of a formal title change request and approval of the change by the Comptroller of the 

Currency. 
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