
Mistakes Caused 

Redundant States 
in National Bank Note Titles 

Introduction 

The state is redundantly repeated within the title blocks for 21 banks. Examples of notes from these 

banks can be found in all the large size series. There even is one example in the Series of 1929. 

All are listed on Table 1 with the title as it actually appears on the notes. Additional details about 

each are presented on Table 2. 

This section will explain how they came about. 

Chapter L13 
by 

Peter Huntoon 

Figure 1. These title blocks illustrate the richness to be found in redundant state layouts. 
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Table 1.  National Banks notes where the state was redundantly appended to the bank title.

Date First

Location Charter Title as it appears on notes including punctuation Official Titlea Plate Certified

CO Canon City 3879 The First National Bank of Canon City, Colorado same but without , May 17, 1888
GA Macon 3740 The Merchants National Bank of Macon, GA. same but without ,. and Ga Jul 19, 1887
GA Albany 3872 The First National Bank of Albany Georgia same May  5, 1888
IL Springfield 1733 The State National Bank of Springfield Illinois same but with , no record
IL Peru 13577 The State‑National Bank of Peru, Illinois same 1931
IL Rockford 3952 The Manufacturers National Bank of Rockford Illinois same Jan 12, 1889
IN Cambridge City 70 The First National Bank of Cambridge City Indiana no redundancy no record
IN Danville 152 The First National Bank of Danville Indiana same but with , no record
KS Junction City 3543 The First National Bank of Junction City, Kansas same May  8, 1890
KS Kansas City 3706 The First National Bank of Kansas City, Kansas same Jun 16, 1887
KS Kansas City 3726 The Wyandotte National Bank of Kansas City, Kansas same but without , Jun 29, 1887
KS Hutchinson 3861 The National Bank of Commerce, at Hutchinson, Kansas. same but without . Apr 14, 1888
KS Leavenworth 3908 The Manufacturer=s National Bank of Leavenworth Kansas same Aug  1, 1888
MA Rockland 3868 The First National Bank of Rockland, Massachusetts same but without , Apr 28, 1888
MI St. Ignace 3886 The First National Bank of St. Ignace, Michigan same Jun  8, 1888
MI Niles 13307 The City National Bank and Trust Company of Niles, Michigan same Jun 10, 1929

MO Kansas City 3760 The National Bank of Commerce of Kansas City, Missouri same but without , Aug 20, 1887
NY Jamestown 11360 The Liberty National Bank of Jamestown, N.Y. same Jul 16, 1919

MO Nevada 3959 The First National Bank of Nevada, Missouri same but without , Jan 26, 1889
OH Dayton 10 The Second National Bank of Dayton Ohio - Orig/1875 $5 same but with , no record

The Second National Bank of Dayton, Ohio - Orig/1875 $10 same no record
OH Greenfield 101 The First National Bank of Greenfield Ohio no redundancy no record

a.  Official titles from organization reports, or from charters for 10, 70, 101 and 152.

Table 2.  National Bank Note issues with the state redundantly appended to the bank name.

Location Charter Series and Denominations with the Redundancya Redundancy Dropped, or Fate of Bank or Issue

CO Canon City 3879 1882 and 1902 5,10, 20 Issues ceased July 27, 1925
GA Macon 3740 1882 10, 20 Bank liquidated Feb 14, 1893
GA Albany 3872 1882 10, 20 Title changed at extension in 1908
IL Springfield 1733 unknown Orig 1, 2; Orig/1875 5, 10, 20 Dropped at start of Series of 1882
IL Peru 13577 1929 10, 20 Dropped during Series of 1929 after title change

Jan 16, 1933
IL Rockford 3952 1882 and 1902 5, 10, 20 Dropped during Series of 1902 after title change

Mar 24, 1928
IN Cambridge City 70 unknown Orig 1, 2, 5; yes Orig/1875 10, 20 Bank reorganized in 1882
IN Danville 152 unknown Orig 1, 2, 5; yes Orig/1875 10, 20 Dropped at start of Series of 1882
KS Junction City 3543 1882 5, 10, 20; 1902 10, 20 Dropped at start of Series of 1929
KS Kansas City 3706 1882 10, 20 Bank in receivership Aug 17, 1891
KS Kansas City 3726 1882 50, 100 Bank liquidated Apr 13, 1897
KS Hutchinson 3861 1882 50, 100 Bank liquidated Jun 15, 1892
KS Leavenworth 3908 1882 and 1902 5, 10, 20 Issues ceased July 19, 1923
MA Rockland 3868 1882 5, 10, 20 Bank liquidated Sep 28, 1907
MI St. Ignace 3886 1882 5, 10, 20 Dropped at start of Series of 1902
MI Niles 13307 1902 10 Dropped at start of Series of 1929, title change

followed on Feb 20, 1930
MO Kansas City 3760 1882 5, 10, 20, 50, 100; 1902 5, 10, 20 Bank liquidated Sep 24, 1912
NY Jamestown 11360 1902 10, 20 Bank liquidated Apr 13, 1929
MO Nevada 3959 1882 10, 20, 50, 100; 1902 10, 20 Dropped at start of Series of 1929
OH Dayton 10 unknown Orig 1, 2; yes Orig/1875 5, 10; Bank liquidated May 26, 1882

no Orig/1875 50, 100
OH Greenfield 101 unknown Orig 1, 2; yes Orig 5 Bank in receivership Dec 12, 1876

a.  Use the following codes for Original/1875 series because some plates had the redundancy, others not, depending on who made
the plate: yes = proof has the redundancy, no = proof does not have the redundancy, unknown = no proof or reported note.
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Redundant States 

The state is spelled out after the town name within the tombstone on most of the examples treated 

here. Typical are the Series of 1882 and 1902 issues from The National Bank of Commerce of Kansas City, 

Missouri (3760). 

The titles listed on Table 1 reveal that there are slight variations on the theme. Most variations 

involve minor details in punctuation, such as a missing comma between the town and state. 

The redundant state is represented by two letter abbreviations in two unusual cases. Notice on the 

photo of the $10 Series of 1902 proof for The Liberty National Bank of Jamestown, N. Y. (11360), how 

“Jamestown, N. Y.” appears in the tombstone, and New York is spelled out below. 

Similarly, the Series of 1882 10-10-10-20 plate for The Merchants National Bank of Macon, 

Georgia (3740), has “Macon, GA.” in the tombstone complete with comma and period. 

Cause 

Do these odd titles have any real significance? Or, do they represent some human foible involving 

a federal employee who handled the incoming paper work, an improperly filled out plate order form, or 

artistic license on the part of an engraver? 

The answer for all, except possibly a couple of the Original Series cases, is more fundamental. 

Figure 2. The Jamestown, N.Y. in this tombstone with the old postal abbreviation for New York 

is otherwise unprecedented on large national bank notes. 

Figure 3. The redundant Georgia in the tombstone looks odd without a comma on this Series 

of 1882 proof. 
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These varieties owe their origin to improperly filled out organization certificates that the bankers filed 

during the organization process. The titles were as submitted by the bankers. 

Let’s dispel one misguided notion at the outset. The engravers and siderographers exercised no 

editorial license with the words that they placed on notes. They used exactly the words that they were told 

to use. How they formed the letters, and how they organized them into titles involved creativity, but they 

honored the words that they were given. 

Let’s examine the real problem. 

The last word on what appeared on the notes was the title submitted by the bankers on their 

organization certificate, a form required by law to be filed along with the articles of association when the 

bank was organized. The problem was that the organization certificate was faulty. Specifically, it read: 

The title of the association shall be “The _____.” The said association shall 
be located in the _____ of _____, County of _____, and State of _____, 
where its operations of discount and deposit are to be carried on. 

The instructions for filling out the title called for “exact title of bank, including the name of town, but not 

that of state.” This information was supposed to be included between the quotes on the form. 

Then the name of the town was supposed to be repeated in the second blank on the second line. Let’s 

say the bank was The First National Bank of Cotton Plant, Arkansas. The correctly filled out form would 

read: 

The name of the association shall be “The First National Bank of Cotton 
Plant.” The said association shall be located in the town of Cotton Plant, 
County of Woodruff, and State of Arkansas, where its operation of 
discount and deposit are to be carried on. 

Some bankers, or their lawyers, were confused by the form. Many omitted the name of the town 

from inside the quotes. Others felt compelled to include the name of the state inside the quotes in the blank 

reserved for the title just to make sure that it came out exactly the way they wanted it. The state was added 

with or without punctuation. 

You guessed it, many clerks in the Comptroller’s office took what they got quite literally, and 

passed it on as gospel through the process, even though it was obvious that the redundancy really was not 

what the bankers, or their lawyers, intended. 

The most formally presented title was “The National Bank of Commerce, at Hutchinson, Kansas.” 

complete with the two commas and terminal period. This was reproduced exactly on $50 and $100 brown 

backs, the only notes issued from the bank. One thing we know for certain is that those bankers were well 

educated in grammar and perfectionists with punctuation to boot. 

Figure 4. “The National Bank of Commerce, at Hutchinson, Kansas.” complete with period is a 

precise copy of the title as written in the blank for the title on the organization certificate. These 

bankers left nothing to chance! 
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I looked up the organization reports for the banks listed in Table 1. The information on the 

organization certificates was transcribed verbatim onto the organization reports so they serve as our 

reference for what is correct. In cases where the organization reports are missing, the next best reference is 

the title written on the duplicate charter. Both are found in the National Archives in College Park, Maryland. 

In every case treated here, the language on the organization reports was what appeared on the notes 

right down to the abbreviations for the state if abbreviations were used. You will find four cases on Table 

1 where I noted a difference of a comma or period between the organization report and the notes, but that 

is all. 

Figure 5. The wording is different on all three of these Series of 1875 proofs for The 

Second National Bank of Dayton, Ohio. The plates were made during the Original 

Series by the bank note companies and altered into Series of 1875 plates by the 

Bureau of Engraving and Printing. The title on the duplicate charter includes the 

redundancy with comma, so the presentation of the title on the $5 is the official title. 
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The case of The Second National Bank of Dayton, Ohio, charter 10, produced wildly mixed results. 

The banker supplied title inside the quotes on the duplicate charter is “The Second National Bank of Dayton, 

Ohio” so apparently the title on the organization certificate had the redundant Ohio. The only Original/1875 

plate that came out correctly with this title was the 5-5-5-5. The 10-10-10-10 has the redundancy but the 

comma was omitted. The 50-100 has a traditional layout with no redundancy. Undoubtedly the variations 

represent inconsistent language on the plate orders submitted to the bank note companies. 

Fixing the Problem 

The bankers didn’t even realize there was a problem until they received their first shipment of notes. 

They either had to live with the redundancy in their titles, or submit a formal title change to correct it. 

Two title changes were submitted to remedy such problems, both during the Series of 1929 issues. 

The officers of The State-National Bank of Peru, Illinois, which issued only 1929 notes, made the mistake 

of including a redundant Peru, Illinois, on their organization certificate. This redundancy appeared on their 

notes, an otherwise unprecedented event for the Series of 1929. The officers took a sharp knife to their title 

after living with it for a bit over a year; and, in 1933, trimmed it back to “State-National Bank of Peru” 

through a formal title change!  However, their problems were much larger than how they filled out the 

organization certificate, because the bank failed a year later. 

Figure 6. There is no redundant state on the charter, yet Indiana was placed in the tombstone 

on the $10 Original/1875 series plate. It is unknown what the $1, $2 and $5 notes look like. No 

redundancy occurred on the 1902 notes after the reorganized successor to this bank was able 

to reclaim charter 70. 

Figure 7. The title with redundant Ohio on this Original-1875 series issuing Greenfield bank 

is a direct copy from the charter. It is unknown what the $1 and $2 looked like. 
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Figure 8. Illinois is redundant in the Original/1875 series title blocks, but in this 

case only Illinois appeared within the tombstone on the 10-10-10-20 plate. 

Figure 9. The only Series of 1929 issuing bank to use a title with 

redundant state was The State-National Bank of Peru, Illinois. It 

makes for a very peculiar looking note!  They pared their title back 

considerable through a formal title change. 
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The other Series of 1929 redundancy involved the very last charter to receive large size notes—

The City National Bank and Trust Company of Niles, Michigan (13307). The redundancy appears on the 

Series of 1902 notes, but not the 1929 issues. The Comptroller’s clerks ordered the 1929 plates without the 

redundancy, yielding a Comptroller-imposed title change that simplified the title. Next, the bankers applied 

for a title change solely to drop the redundant Niles, Michigan, a change that was approved February 20, 

1930. The correction had already appeared on their Series of 1929 notes well before then. 

In one case, a redundant state was dropped when the bankers took on trust powers with an attendant 

title change. This involved The Manufacturers National Bank of Rockford Illinois, which became The 

Manufacturers National Bank and Trust Company of Rockford, in 1928. 

Figure 10. The last bank to receive large size notes got a redundant Michigan due to an 

incorrectly filled out organization certificate. It was the only bank with a trust title to sport a 

redundancy on its notes. 

Figure 11. The bankers at this 

Rockford, Illinois, bank 

eliminated their redundancy 

problem when they changed 

their title upon taking on trust 

powers. 
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The redundant states found in bank titles were caused by clerks in the Comptroller’s office who 

copied without discretion obvious mistakes made by bankers, or their lawyers, who imperfectly filled out 

the organization certificates for the banks. It is apparent that later clerks relented for several of the affected 

banks. 

The redundant states were dropped from many titles at the time the banks were extended, and the 

next series of plates was ordered. This was done without formal title change requests from the bankers. 

These fixes constitute a special class of Comptroller-imposed title changes. 

Curious Redundant Towns 

The layout for the Series of 1875 1-1-1-2 plate for The Palmer National Bank, Palmer, 

Massachusetts (2324), contains a strange redundant Palmer following the bank name. The convention for 

bank names having this form was not to repeat the town again, but the duplicate is boldly presented. This 

was not the result of an improperly filled out organization certificate on the part of the bankers. 

Equally startling are two unusual cases of redundant towns on Series of 1929 notes. These are from 

The National Bank of Commerce of New London, Connecticut (666), and The National City Bank of Lynn, 

Massachusetts (697). Both are errors in which the typesetter appended the extra town to the bank name 

within the title block. The organization reports for both banks correctly list the titles without the redundancy, 

and the correct titles appear on the large size notes. 

Strange is that the error was propagated to a second set of Series of 1929 logotype plates for both 

banks. The New London president=s signature was changed from B. A. Armstrong to W. H. Reeves in 1930. 

The new set of plates was used to print the rest of the type 1 and 2 issues. The type 1 changeover sheet 

serials between the two are: $5 3580/3581, $10 1708/1709, and $20 560/561. 

Similarly, the cashier changed from F. E. Bruce to A. S. Badger on the Lynn plates in 1932. The 

changeover sheet serials between the two also occur in the type 1 issues: $5 3254/3255, $10 1484/1485, 

and $20 434/435. 

Figure 12. This St. Ignace pair illustrates that the duplicated state was dropped 

when the Series of 1902 plate was ordered. This was the result of a Comptroller-

imposed title change, not a formal change petitioned for by the bankers. 
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Sources of Data 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing, 1875-1929, Certified proofs of national bank note face and back plates: National Numismatic 

Collections, Museum of American History, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC. 

Comptroller of the Currency, 1863-1935, Annual reports of the Comptroller of the Currency: U. S. Government Printing Office, 

Washington, DC. 

Figure 13. Palmer is oddly repeated below the bank name on the $1 and $2 Series of 1875 notes 

from this bank. The redundancy was not the fault of the bankers. All the other issues from the 

bank are normal. Photo courtesy of Dave Bowers. 

Figure 14. Series of 1902 New London proof showing normal wording within the title block 

consistent with the information provided on the Organization Report and Series of 1929 note 

where a duplicate New London was accidentally typeset at the end of the bank name. The 

mistake was not corrected when a set of new logotype plates were made following a change in 

the officers. Photo of 1929 note courtesy of Robert Kverderas. 
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Comptroller of the Currency, 1863-1934, National bank organization reports: Record Group 101, U. S. National Archives, College 

Park, MD. 

Comptroller of the Currency, 1863-1935, National bank certificates of authority to commence business: Record Group 101, U. S. 

National Archives, College Park, MD. 

Comptroller of the Currency, 1863-1935, National Currency and Bond Ledgers: Record Group 101, U. S. National Archives, 

College Park, MD. 

Pratt, A. S., and sons, 1890, Pratts= digest, comprising the laws relating to national banks: A. S. Pratt & Sons, National Bank Agents, 

Washington, DC, 261 p. 

National City Bank of New York, 1904, National Bank Organization: National City Bank of New York, 203 p. 

This chapter is from The Encyclopedia of U. S. National Bank Notes published jointly by the National Currency 

Foundation (www.nationalcurrencyfoundation.com) and Society of Paper Money Collectors (www.spmc.org). 

Figure 15. The duplicate Lynn within the bank name on the Series of 1929 notes from this 

bank is the result of a typesetting error. 
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