
Script Post Office Oddities 
in Title Blocks on 

Large Size National Bank Notes 

Tens of thousands of large size plates were made between 1863 and 1929. It was inevitable that at 

least a few oddities occurred in the handling of the postal location on some of them. The postal location is 

the location written in script on the right side of the title block on national bank notes. What follows are 

descriptions of some of the unusual situations discovered on recorded notes and the proofs in the National 

Numismatic Collection, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC. 

Lexington City, Kentucky 

Four original series plates were made for The Lexington City National Bank, Lexington, Kentucky 

(906); specifically, 1-1-1-2, 5-5-5-5, 10-10-10-20 and 50-100. 

The 10-10-10-20 and 50-100 plates, which were made by the American Bank Note Company, 

mistakenly carry “Lexington City” as the post office location. The appended city most likely was a 

transcription mistake on the plate order. Both plates were modified into Series of 1875 plates at the Bureau 

of Engraving and Printing so were used to produce notes in that series that carried the variety. 
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Figure 1. Someone mistakenly thought the name of Lexington, Kentucky, was Lexington City, 

so Lexington City appeared as the postal location on the Original/1875 10-10-10-20 and 50-

100 plates for The Lexington City National Bank. 
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The bank went on to issue Series of 1882 brown backs from a 50-100 plate, but City was correctly 

omitted from the Post Office location on it. 

City of Manchester, New Hampshire 

The Series of 1875 5-5-5-5 plate for The Second National Bank of Manchester, New Hampshire 

(2362), carries “City of Manchester” in the script location. The title of the bank on the organization report 

is “The Second National Bank of Manchester.” 

The superfluous City of was transmitted to the engravers on a hand-written order form in 1877, 

when the 5-5-5-5 plate was made. City of was correctly omitted when the Series of 1875 10-10-10-20 plate 

was ordered much later in 1895. 

Incidentally, the 10-10-10-20 plate carried rare Tillman-Morgan treasury signatures. It was one of 

eight banks to receive those signatures on Series of 1875 notes. That distinction in this case occurred 

because the new plate combination was ordered so late in the series. 

Town of Union, New Jersey 

The Series of 1902 notes from The First National Bank of Town of Union, New Jersey (9544) 

represent a most interesting situation. Town of Union was neither the name of an incorporated entity or 

post office. It was simply an informal name submitted by the bankers. 

The bank was located in Union Township within Hudson County. The township was formed in 

1864 through the merger of a number of villages and became known colloquially as Union Hill after the 

Figure 2. In a case of overkill, someone wrote City of Manchester for the post office location 

when the Series of 1875 5-5-5-5 plate was ordered for The Second National Bank. This 

embellishment appeared only on that plate. 
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largest of those villages. The town of West New York was carved from the northern part of the township 

in 1898. What remained, which included the bank, was merged with West Hoboken to the south and 

incorporated as Union City in 1925, 16 years after the bank was organized. The bankers submitted a town 

name change to Union City to the Comptroller of the Currency in 1925. 

The west portal to the Lincoln Tunnel leading into Manhattan is located in Weehawken. Union City 

lies immediately to the west. The Weehawken post office served the bank at the time it was organized. 

Norwich, Connecticut, and Wells River, Vermont 

A point has been made in this chapter that the location shown in script is the postal location for the 

bank. However, two instances have been found where the postal location, or at least part of it, was laid-in 

Figure 4. The American Bank Note 

Company produced this title block 

using a die for the postal location that 

utilized odd italic block letters for 

Norwich. The same die was later used at 

the Bureau of Engraving and Printing 

to make the Series of 1882 10-10-10-20 

plate for the bank. 

Figure 5. The odd block style Wells 

River, VT, appeared on all subjects on 

the Original Series 50-50-50-100 plate 

for the bank. Was it an overlay used to 

correct a mistakenly inserted 

Newbury? We=ll probably never know. 

Figure 3. The bankers called their location within Union Township “Town of Union” to 

distinguish it from Union, New Jersey, 13 miles to the southwest. However, Town of Union 

was not an incorporated entity or was there a post office by that name. The bank was served 

by the Weehawken post office in the next town to the east. 
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using the distinctive block style italic font shown on the accompanying photographs. The odd font appeared 

on the following plates. 
The Thames National Bank, Norwich, Connecticut (657) 

Original/1875 Series 10-10-10-10 and 20-20-20-50 
Series of 1882 10-10-10-20. 

The National Bank of Newbury, Wells River, Vermont (1406) 
Original/1875 Series 50-50-50-100. 

The explanation for the peculiar lettering is lost. Both usages occurred on Original Series plates 

produced by the American Bank Note Company. The roll for Norwich was later used at the Bureau of 

Engraving and Printing to make the Series of 1882 10-10-10-20 plate for the bank. 

New York City 

The plethora of national banks in New York City are a gold mine of titles, varieties and rarities. 

The script postal locations found on them add another dimension to their richness. 

Three postal locations were used: New York, New York City and City of New York. The use of these 

was inconsistent. New York dominated but there was a sprinkling of the others on the Original/1875 plates 

and even one use of City of New York on a Series of 1882 50-100 plate. 

Important for this discussion was that the New York bankers specified New York as their town 

name on their organization certificates. The use of New York City and City of New York represents colloquial 

embellishments. The colloquial forms most likely originated on plate orders from the Comptroller of the 

Currency’s office. 

One bank, The National Butchers and Drovers Bank of the City of New York (1261), received 

notes with all three varieties during the Original/1875 series era. The 1-1-1-2 American/National Bank Note 

Company plate carried City of New York, the 5-5-5-5 Continental Bank Note Company plate used New York 

City, and the 10-10-10-20 and 50-50-50-50-100 American Bank Note Company plates used New York. 

All the observed uses of New York City in the postal location occur on $5 Original/1875 notes. The 

recorded cases are: 
The National Butchers and Drovers Bank of the City of (1261) 
The National Citizens Bank of the City of (1290) 
The Bowery National Bank of (1297). 

All other observed $5s used New York except for City of New York on the plate for The National 

Figure 6. The Butchers and Drovers National Bank had the sole distinction of using all three 

of the possible postal locations for the city on its Original/1875 plates. City of New York is the 

postal location on the 1-1-1-2, New York City on the 5-5-5-5, and New York on the 10-10-10-20 

and 50-100. 
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Broadway Bank. 

The predominant use of City of New York occurred on 1-1-1-2 plates. I have observed this form on 

notes from the 1-1-1-2 combination from the following banks. 
The Third National Bank of the City of New York (87) 
The Fourth National Bank of the City of New York (290) 
The Central National Bank of the City of New York (376) 
The Ninth National Bank of the City of New York (397) 
The Tradesmens National Bank of the City of New York (905) 
The Merchants Exchange National Bank of the City of New York (1080) 
The National Butchers and Drovers Bank of the City of New York (1261) 
The Croton National Bank of the City of New York (1556) 

The National Broadway Bank of New York (687) had the distinction of having City of New York 

appear in script on all its Original/1875 and 1882 plates except the Series of 1882 5-5-5-5, which sported 

New York. The bank utilized 5-5-5-5, 10-10-10-20 and 50-100 plates in the Original/1875 series, and 5-5-

5-5 and 50-100 plates in the 1882 series. 

Figure 7. The 5-5-5-5 Original/1875 plate for The Broadway National Bank is the only verified 

plate of that combination to have City of New York for the postal location. 

Figure 8. The predominant use of City of New York was on Original/1875 series 1-1-1-2 plates. 
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The Broadway Series of 1882 plates are especially interesting. Both were made at the Bureau of 

Engraving and Printing. The 5-5-5-5 with New York employed a title block composed by Bureau engravers. 

However, a Bureau siderographer used the American Bank Note Company roll made for the Original Series 

to lay-in the Series of 1882 50-100 plate. In doing so, the relict script City of New York was carried forward 

onto the plate. Consequently, it became the only plate with a script City of New York to be used beyond the 

Original/1875 series. In contrast, no New York City postal locations survived beyond the Original/1875 

issues. 

The National Mechanics Banking Association (1075) was the only bank other than the Broadway 

bank that I have observed to receive notes with script City of New York from a 10-10-10-20 Original Series 

plate. 

Perspective 

It is easy to overlook the script postal location on national bank notes because it is not particularly 

conspicuous. However, the name that appears was considered by the Comptroller’s office to be the most 

reliable place for the note holder to go if he wished to redeem the note for lawful money. 

It was only natural that some postal location oddities would come about in the ordering and 

manufacturing of the tens of thousands of large size national bank note face plates between 1863 and 1929. 

Those profiled here were some of the jewels. 

New York City, which always offers up wonders, did not disappoint when it came to the colloquial 

forms that appeared in some postal locations on its early notes. New York City notes from several plate 

combinations have yet to be discovered so revisions to the observations recorded here may be forthcoming. 

Figure 9. The Bureau of Engraving and Printing siderographer who made the 

Series of 1882 50-100 plate the for The National Broadway Bank used the title 

block from the Original/1875 plate made by the American Bank Note Company, 

thus propagating the use of City of New York onto the bank’s 1882 $50 and $100 

notes. This represented the only use of City of New York or New York City beyond 

the Original/1875 series. 
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Sources of Data 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing, 1875-1929, Certified proofs lifted from national bank note printing plates: National Numismatic 

Collections, Museum of American History, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC. 

Comptroller of the Currency, 1863-1934, National bank organization reports: Record Group 101, U. S. National Archives, College 

Park, MD. 

Comptroller of the Currency, 1863-1935, National bank certificates of authority to commence business: Record Group 101, U. S. 

National Archives, College Park, MD. 

Comptroller of the Currency, 1863-1935, National currency and bond ledgers: Record Group 101, U. S. National Archives, College 

Park, MD. 

Forte, Jim, current, list of U. S. Post Offices: http://www.postalhis tory.com/Post_Offices/index.htm 

This chapter is from The Encyclopedia of U. S. National Bank Notes published jointly by the National Currency 

Foundation (www.nationalcurrencyfoundation.com) and Society of Paper Money Collectors (www.spmc.org). 

Figure 10. The 10-10-10-20 Original/1875 series plates for The National Mechanics Banking 

Association and The National Broadway Bank have the only verified uses of City of New York 

in the postal location on that combination. 

Figure 11. The Series of 1882 5-5-5-5 plate for The Broadway National Bank utilized New 

York for the postal location. This postal location was used for most plates made for the New 

York City banks. 
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