
Faulty Location Information Could Force 

Comptroller-Imposed 

Town Name Changes 
on National Bank Notes 

Introduction 

The primary purpose of the title block on a national bank note was to direct note-holders to the 

bank so they could redeem their note for lawful money if desired. Occasionally the Comptroller of the 

Currency’s office felt obligated to better specify the location of the bank when they found the location 

provided by the bankers to be deficient. A number of situations led to these revisions. Foremost was that 

the bankers failed to include the name of their town in their title. In other cases, the bankers wouldn’t apply 

for a title change when: (1) the name of their town was changed, (2) their post office was renamed or (3) 

the town name was lost through an annexation. There was nothing in national banking law that required 

that they apply for title changes in such situations. 

The solution was Comptroller-imposed town name changes. These were handled discreetly by 

entering the new town in the postal location, which is written in script on the left side of title blocks. This 

had the effect of simply appending the new name to the existing title. The bankers were not party to the 

action and didn’t know anything happened until notes with the change were shipped to them. 

These actions generally were implemented when the bankers applied for extensions to their 

charters. New plates had to be ordered so the Comptroller’s clerks could specify the new town as the postal 

location on the plate ordered and be done with the matter. However, there were seven cases where such 

changes were made mid-series, which involved either altering existing plates or making new ones. 

The examples presented in this chapter are limited to appended towns when the bankers omitted 

the town from their titles and the towns or post offices were renamed. The special cases involving such 

changes made mid-series are treated in the next chapter. Comptroller-imposed changes associated with 

annexations are treated in yet another chapter. 

The examples that follow illustrate situations that increase in complexity. The Jewell, Kansas, 

example involves a succession of mistakes that were made in the handling of the bank title by the clerks 

who ordered the plates. 

Eden/Bar Harbor, Maine 

The succession of proofs for The First National Bank of Bar Harbor, Maine (3941), illustrate first 

what happened when bankers didn’t include their town within their title on their organization certificate 

and next what happened when the name of the post office that served them was changed. See Figure 1. The 

town in which the bank was located was Eden adjacent to scenic Bar Harbor. Eden was renamed Bar Harbor 

on March 3, 1918. 

The first plate made for the bank was a Series of 1882 5-5-5-5 produced in 1888, which reads The 

First National Bank of Bar Harbor, Maine, with Eden in script. The First National Bank of Bar Harbor was 

the title submitted by the banks so it was prominently reproduced as was above the will-pay line. Eden, the 

town appended by the Comptroller’s clerks, appears rather inconspicuously in the postal location so as not 

to detract from the banker-supplied title. 

The next plate was a Series of 1882 50-100 made in 1900 with Eden conspicuously inserted above 

the will-pay line. This more formal rendering leaves no ambiguously that the town was indeed Eden. The 

layout complied with a 1895 directive to the Bureau of Engraving and Printing from the Comptroller’s 

office that requested that the town name be inserted above the will-pay line on plates made thereafter in 

cases where it was unclear from the banker-submitted title where the bank was located. 

The 1902 10-10-10-20 plate made in 1908, ten years before the town name change, reads The First 
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National Bank of Bar Harbor, Maine, with Bar Harbor in script. The name of the post office that served the 

bank was Bar Harbor so the Comptroller’s clerks had it placed in the post location on the notes. This was 

carried out as a second Comptroller-imposed town name at the discretion of the Comptroller’s clerks to 

yield a conventional-looking title block. 

Figure 1. The bank was located in the town of Eden situated on Bar Harbor, but the bankers 

didn’t include Eden in their title, so the Comptroller’s clerks inserted it in the postal location 

on the 1882 $5. Eden was inserted above the will-pay line on the 1882 $50 in accord with the 

1895 directive because it was unclear were a bank was located. Eden was renamed Bar Harbor 

so the Comptroller’s office had Bar Harbor inserted in the postal location on the 1902 $10, 

which resulted in a conventional title block. National Numismatic Collection photos. 
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Birmingham/Derby, Connecticut 

The layout on the Series of 1902 notes for The Birmingham National Bank, Derby, Connecticut 

(1098), on Figure 2, appears unusual because Derby—the town name—occurs only in the script location. 

There is interesting history here. 

The village of Derby, within the larger town of Derby, originally lay east of the Naugatuck River. 

Towns in Connecticut are akin to townships elsewhere in the northeast, with population centers called 

villages. The village of Derby contained The Derby Bank which failed in 1824, stigmatizing commercial 

banking in the town. 

In 1833, entrepreneurs developed the land between the Naugatuck and Housatonic rivers to the 

west, first naming the spit of land Smithville. Smithville was changed to Birmingham after Anson Phelps 

became involved, the same Phelps of the future Phelps Dodge Copper Mining Company. Birmingham was 

organized as an industrial borough within the town of Derby. 

A commercial bank was required, so the Mechanics Bank of Birmingham was organized under a 

state charter in 1848. The officers would not allow the word Derby to appear on their bank notes, so as not 

to confuse their notes with those from the discredited Derby Bank. When the Mechanics Bank was 

nationalized in 1865, it took on the title “The Birmingham National Bank, Birmingham,” and that is how 

the title was laid out on the Original, 1875 and 1882 series notes. 

Figure 2. The borough of Birmingham was dissolved in 1893 and the area incorporated into 

Derby. The imposed town name change to Derby took effect when the Series of 1902 plates 

were ordered upon extension of the bank charter in 1905. Derby was discretely placed in the 

postal location as per protocol for Comptroller-imposed town name changes because it wasn’t 

part of the banker-submitted title on their organization certificate. National Numismatic 

Collection, Smithsonian Institution photo. 
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The borough of Birmingham was dissolved in 1893, and area was incorporated as the city of Derby, 

the smallest city in the state. The bankers didn’t apply for a title change to reflect the town name change. 

Their two incentives for not doing so were that they still didn’t want Derby to appear on their notes and 

also, they wished to avoid the cost of new plates. 

The fact is, they never applied for a title change. Instead, the Comptroller’s clerks had Derby placed 

in script on the Series of 1902 plates when the bank was extended for a second time in 1905. This was the 

first opportunity that the Comptroller’s office had to tinker with the title since the town name change. The 

title became The Birmingham National Bank, Derby. The imposed town name change acknowledged that 

Derby was the postal location for the bank. 

Following protocol, Derby was relegated to the inconspicuous postal location on the Series of 1902 

notes because the town was not the 

town on the banker’s organization 

certificate. Like it not, though, 

Derby finally made it to the notes, 

a situation that prevailed for the 

rest of the note issuing period. In 

fact, Derby became visually 

dominant on the Series of 1929 

notes. 

Warwick/Centreville, Rhode 

Island 

Centreville, Rhode Island, 

actually was an industrial village 

within the incorporated town of 

Warwick. The original town of 

Warwick straddled the Pawtuxet 

River. The bulk of the population 

was centered around the textile 

mills on the west side of the river. 

Local politicians, seeking to 

consolidate their power there 

created the new town of West 

Warwick in 1913, leaving what 

remained of the town of Warwick 

to the farmers living east of the 

river. 

Figure 3. The Comptroller’s office 

imposed two town name changes on 

this bank because the name of the 

post office serving it changed 

repeatedly. Centreville was an 

industrial village in the incorporated 

town of Warwick. West Warwick 

was carved from Warwick in 1913. 

The Series of 1875 proof was used as 

a model for the Series of 1882 plate, 

explaining why Warwick is lined out 

on the 1875 proof. National 

Numismatic Collection, Smithsonian 

Institution photo. 
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As illustrated, the succession of notes from The Centreville National Bank (1284) cycled through 

the different names for the post office serving it. The two changes that occurred were Comptroller-imposed 

town name changes. Consequently, the changes appeared only in the postal location. Each change occurred 

when the bankers extended their charter. 

Hays City, Kansas 

Table 1 contains a complete list of large-size issuing banks with titles ending with the linked form 

“of Name City.” At issue is whether on the organization certificate submitted by the bankers “City” was 

part of the formal name for the town or appended to create a colloquialism for the place. You can tell from 

a note by looking to see if City is included in the postal location. If City is there, it was part of the name of 

the town name. The only town that qualifies on the list is Laramie City, Wyoming. 

Table 1. Large-size issuing banks with titles ending “of TOWN City.” 
Town submitted 

Ch. State Title submitted by the bankers by the Bankers 
1394 NY The American Exchange National Bank of New York City New York 
1893 DC The Citizens’ National Bank of Washington City Washington 
2382 DC The Central National Bank of Washington City Washington 
2969 PA The First National Bank of Du Bois City Du Bois 
3591 KS The First National Bank of Jewell City Jewell 
3615 WY The Albany County National Bank of Laramie City Laramie City 
3885 KS The First National Bank of Hays City Hays 
5990 NY The United National Bank of New York City New York 

If City was part of the town name, a traditional looking title block was ordered where City appeared 

in both the title and postal location. 

Otherwise, the Comptroller’s clerks appended the town supplied by the bankers to their title, 

resulting in a Comptroller-imposed name change. Thus “The First National Bank of Du Bois City,” became 

“The First National Bank of Du Bois City, Du Bois.” As such, protocol called for the town to be displayed 

in the postal location stripped of City. 

Generally, things worked without a hitch except for Hays City and Jewell City, Kansas. 

Figure 4. The appearance of “City” in the postal location reveals that “City” was part of the formal town name 

as on the Laramie title block. “City” was omitted from the postal location when it was a colloquialism submitted 

by the bankers as on the Du Bois title block. Thus, Comptroller’s clerks had the formal name Du Bois placed in 

the postal location yielding The First National Bank of Du Bois City, Du Bois. 
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According to a posting on Wikipedia, Hays City can be traced to the establishment of nearby Fort 

Fletcher in 1865, an army outpost that protected the Smoky Hill Trail. The fort was renamed Fort Hays 

after the late Brigadier General Alexander Hays in 1866. The Kansas Pacific Railway was soon to arrive in 

the vicinity so the fort was moved 15 miles northwest to where the railroad would cross Big Creek, a 

tributary to the Smoky Hill River. 

Buffalo Bill Cody and railroad contractor William Rose established a settlement they called Rome 

near the fort. Another land promoter, William Webb, platted a townsite he named Hays City a mile east of 

Rome. The population of Rome blossomed to some 2,000 within a month, but the railroad reached Hays 

City, where a depot was constructed. Worse, cholera broke out in Rome. Rome was abandoned by 1868 

and Hays City was launched as a rollicking volatile frontier berg that supplied points to the west and 

southwest. 

Hays and its surroundings claimed more than 30 homicides between 1867 and 1873, and the town 

sported the original Boot Hill cemetery. Denizens of the place in its early days included at one time or 

another George Custer and his wife Elizabeth who stayed close at his side, Wild Bill Hickok who served as 

sheriff in 1869, and Calamity Jane. By the early 1870s, the coarser elements had moved on to Dodge City. 

City was dropped from its name when Hays City was incorporated in 1885. 

Of course, the bankers at The First National wanted to capitalize on this lore when they organized 

their bank in 1888, so they wrote the colloquial Hays City into their title. To them, it met the Comptroller’s 

definition of title, which was the name of the bank including the name of town. They listed their town as 

Figure 5. The title of this bank was The First National Bank of Hays City, Hays. Notice that 

this title appears correctly on the 5-5-5-5 Series of 1882 plate certified June 1, 1882; however, 

the 50-100 ordered later, and certified August 11, 1900, mistakenly shows the script postal 

location as Hays City. National Numismatic Collection, Smithsonian Institution photo. 
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Hays. 

The Comptroller’s clerks appended Hays to their title yielding “The First National Bank of Hays 

City, Hays.” This appeared on their first plate, a Series of 1882 5-5-5-5 made in 1888. In accord with 

protocol, the Comptroller-imposed Hays was displayed inconspicuously in the postal location. 

The Gold Standard Act of 1900 limited the issuance of $5s to a third of a bank’s circulation, so the 

bankers had to order a higher denomination plate in 1900. They sprang for a 50-100. Someone in the 

government mistakenly assumed that both the town and post office were named Hays City somewhere in 

the process of ordering or manufacturing the plate, so the 50-100 came out with the traditional looking title 

“The First National Bank of Hays City” with Hays City in the postal location. 

Jewell/Jewell City, Kansas 

We will round out this discussion with a fascinating case from Jewell, Kansas. This case starts out 

as a virtual repeat of the Hays tale but it gets convoluted very quickly. The twist here is that it involved a 

succession of three Comptroller-imposed town name changes, two of which were clerical mistakes. 

The First National Bank of Jewell City was organized in 1886, along with a flood of other rural 

Kansas banks as Kansas was being aggressively settled during that period. The bank occupied the lower 

floor of a handsome two-story red brick building on the southeast corner of the intersection of Washington 

and Delaware streets. 

The town was called Jewell City, and listed as such in contemporary bank directories and the annual 

reports of the Comptroller of the Currency. However, the name of the Post Office was Jewell, a name that 

dated from its inception in 1870. Jewell City was the colloquial name for the berg. 

Bank president J. D. Robertson and cashier Theodore Bartholow listed the title of the bank on their 

organization certificate as “The First National Bank of Jewell City” located in the City of Jewell, County 

of Jewell, State of Kansas. The italicized items are those filled in by hand on the printed form. The 

instructions for filling out the form specified that both the name of the bank and town should appeared 

between the quotation marks on the blank reserved for the title. The bankers had complied because Jewell 

was there. However, Jewell was grammatically married to City in their title to yield the colloquial name for 

the town. 

The Comptroller’s clerks appended Jewell to the end of the bank name, which made the effective 

title “The First National Bank of Jewell City, Jewell.” This was a Comptroller-imposed town name change 

that occurred right out of the chute the same as had occurred with Hays. Accordingly, the two Series of 

Figure 6. The First 

National Bank of 

Jewell City occupied 

the southeast corner 

of the intersection of 

Washington and 

Delaware streets 

diagonally across 

from the central 

square. The building 

now hosts The Scoop 

ice cream parlor and 

the vault is used as a 

storeroom mostly for 

potato chips and the 

like. 
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1882 plates for the bank were laid out with Jewell displayed in the postal location in script on the left side 

of the title block according to protocol. 

When the bankers extended their charter in 1906, the clerk who ordered their Series of 1902 10-

10-10-20 plate entered Jewell City as the town name instead of Jewell. This yielded the traditional looking 

title “The First National Bank of Jewell City.” This mistake constituted a second Comptroller-imposed 

town name change. 

People stopped calling the place Jewell City. There is lingering ambiguity about whether “City” 

was stricken through some official act of the town fathers or not. The timing of the change is reflected on 

the masthead of the Jewell County Republican, the locally published weekly. Jewell City appeared as the 

town name up through Friday November 5, 1926, and Jewell from November 12th forward. Of course, this 

had no impact on the Post Office, because it always had been called Jewell. 

Things got even more mucked up with the ordering of the first set of Series of 1929 logotype plates 

for the bank. This time the town on the order was simply listed as Jewell. This was a second Comptroller-

imposed town name change although the post office came out correctly this time. The real problem was 

Figure 7. Jewell appears as the post office location in script, effectively making the title The 

First National Bank of Jewell City, Jewell. Jewell was appended to the bank name by the 

Comptroller’s clerks to clarify that Jewell City was a colloquial name for the town. National 

Numismatic Collection, Smithsonian Institution photo. 

Figure 8. The Series of 1902 $10 and $20 notes display Jewell City both as the town name and 

post office location. This is an error that represents a Comptroller-imposed town name change 

caused by a mistake on the plate order submitted when the charter of the bank was extended 

in 1906. 
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that the clerical error had spilled over to the bank name above the will-pay line because “City” had been 

dropped from it! The title had morphed yet again, this time to “The First National Bank of Jewell,” a fact 

carefully recorded in the BEP plate billing ledger. 

One printing was made with the Jewell title, specifically type 1 $10s with sheet serials 1-624 and 

$20s 1-204. These were delivered to the Comptroller’s office August 24, 1929, and carried the signatures 

of Newton Kreamer, president, and Irma L. Nixon, cashier. It is apparent that the bankers were not 

sufficiently concerned over the omission of City from their notes to call for a fix. 

A new set of Series of 1929 logotypes was made for the bank in June 1930, when Fred Beeler 

replaced Kreamer as president. The clerk who logged the plate into the BEP billing ledger relisted the bank 

as The First National Bank of Jewell City, Kansas. Next, he wrote the revealing notation: “no charge for 

title change—Bureau error, new title and pres $18.” 

A change of one signature plus a new title cost $33. The $18 levied against the bank was the 

customary charge for changing one signature, so the bank was spared $15 because of the mistake in the title 

on the previous plate! 

The Comptroller’s clerks continued to issue the error sheets until a new printing arrived from the 

BEP on January 30, 1932, a year and a half after the error was discovered and the new set of logotype plates 

Figure 9. Jewell City vanished entirely from the first set of Series of 1929 

overprinting plates made for the bank. This is the second time a faulty plate 

order resulted in a Comptroller-imposed town name change, but the real 

problem was not the name of the town but the fact that Jewell City had been 

dropped from the bank name. This note is from the last $10 sheet containing 

the error sent to the bank. The rest of the printing was canceled in 1932. 

Figure 10. The corrected title on the new Series of 1929 logotype plate came 

out formally as The First National Bank of Jewell City, Jewell, the same as 

on the Series of 1882 notes four decades previous! This note is from the last 

type 1 $10 sheet printed for the bank. 
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was made. The new sheets began with type 1 serials $10 625 and $20 205. 

Error sheets continued to be sent to the bank up until a few days before the new printing arrived. 

Those shipments ended with $10 serial 572 on January 18, 1932, and $20 115 on January 25. The remaining 

error sheets were canceled. 

The surprise on the new notes was the title: The First National Bank of Jewell City, Jewell. This 

rather cumbersome title was the one the Comptroller’s clerks had hung on the bank back in 1886. The title 

had come full circle 46 years after the first brown backs were made! At least Jewell City on the Series of 

1929 notes unambiguously had assumed its rightful colloquial standing, whereas Jewell clearly stood as the 

workhorse name for the town and post office. 

Perspective 

When it comes to Comptroller-imposed town name changes, it is clear that the location of 

paramount importance on the notes is the one written in script, even though it is not visually conspicuous. 

It was the most accurate location name that the clerks could come up with to direct note holders to the bank 

if the note holder wanted to redeem his note for legal tender currency. As a practical matter the postal 

location written in script served as a surrogate for the town for the proposes of specifying the location of 

the bank from the perspective of the Comptroller’s office in faraway Washington, DC, even if that location 

was neither the name of a town or post office! 
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