
Master List 

of National Bank Title Discrepancies 

that appeared on National Bank Notes 

Objective and Perspective 

The purpose of this chapter is to list and illustrate the discrepancies within national bank titles on 

issued notes from the same bank and to identify which was the official title provided by the bankers. 

I have spent the past 25 years compiling this listing and collecting photos of notes or proofs that 

illustrate the differences. This quest grew out of an effort to document the exact titles that actually appeared 

on issued notes. 

The Comptroller of the Currency’s definition of a title is: “the name of the bank plus the town, but 

not the state.” The definition of an official title is: (1) the title submitted by the bankers on their organization 

certificate or (2) title change formally applied for by the bankers that was approved by the Comptroller of 

the Currency. Any deviation no matter how minor from the official title is herein called a non-official title. 

I prefer to illustrate actual notes, but frequently resort to proofs because decent photos of issued 

notes are unavailable to me or the seals on the issued notes obscured the variety. In some cases, you will 

find decidedly inferior photos because they were all I could find. Such is life. I mined innumerable photos 

of issued notes from the images in the invaluable Heritage Auction Archives and National Currency 

Foundation Census to illustrate these varieties. 

The entries listed here were discovered by observing a difference between titles on notes or proofs 

from the same bank. A huge opportunity to do so occurred when we sorted the 45,232 proofs in the 

Smithsonian holdings. This allowed us to see every title on the plates made to print the Series of 1875, 1882 

and 1902 notes. Tom Conklin and my wife Kathleen Kimball were particularly helpful with that effort. 

Cory Williams, who entered new sightings into the National Currency Foundation national bank 

note census for several years, was an invaluable contributor to this effort because he carefully compared 

the titles on the notes that went by against our compilation and fed the discrepancies to me. Cory’s 
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Figure 1. The Official title 

begins with The as on the 1929 

note. Many non-official bank 

titles were corrected when the 

Series of 1929 overprinting 

plates were ordered because 

someone went back to official 

documents to obtain the titles 

rather than copy them from an 

earlier proof. 
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observations provided excellent coverage for the Series of 1929 issues, which we found were rife with 

differences. 

Table 1 is not a comprehensive list of non-official titles that made it to notes. We could not 

recognize that there was a problem with a title if every note issued by a bank carried the same non-official 

title. This situation certainly occurred. 

It has to be emphasized that the differences treated here were not the result of formal title changes 

applied for by the bankers. Formal title changes are documented in Van Belkum (1968) and the various 

editions of the Hickman-Oakes and Kelly catalogs. 

The listing provided here certainly will grow because other case involving discrepancies will be 

discovered. With 12,631 issuing banks plus innumerable formal title changes, there have to be more out 

there. 

Listing 

This hotlink will take you to the master list of title discrepancies. Once you open Table 1, you will 

find hotlinks to photos of notes and proofs that illustrate them. 

Table 1 

Official Titles 

The authority for what constitutes an official title is the title submitted by the bankers on their 

organization certificate, on which they provide the title for their bank. Those records have not been found. 

However, at the time of organization, the title proved by the bankers was copied to a form called an 

organization report, and most of those survive in Record Group 101 in the National Archives at College 

Park, Maryland. The titles on the organization reports are considered sacrosanct for our purposes. 

In the cases where organization reports are missing, I used the titles on the duplicate charters for 

the banks. The duplicate charters reside in the same record group. 

Official title changes are those listed in the annual reports of the Comptroller’s of the Currency. 

Figure 3. The official title is on 

the top note where the bankers 

mistakenly included the state 

in the bank name. Mercifully, a 

clerk edited the title when 

ordering the Series of 1929 

notes. 
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Every deviation in a title from these sources, no matter how minor, is classified here as non-official. 

No deviation, not even the presence or absence of a comma, period or apostrophe, was ignored. 

When a discrepancy between two titles was observed, I determined which was the official title from 

the official records. The official title is the first listed in Table 1. There is no shortage of cases where the 

earliest title to appear on notes turned out to be non-official. In fact, there are instances where an incorrect 

title survived continuously through all the large-size issues until it finally was corrected on Series of 1929 

notes. 

Causes for Non-Official Titles 

A host of circumstances resulted in non-official titles making their way on to notes. They were the 

following, listed in order from simple mistakes to overt actions taken by the clerks in the Comptroller’s 

office. 

• Title transcription mistakes of every conceivable stripe on plate orders made at any step in 

either the Comptroller’s office or Bureau of Engraving and Printing. 

• Mistakes made by siderographers while laying-in the titles on plates for large-size notes such 

as omitting or adding the article The or prepositions of, in or at in bank titles, or substituting 

“&” for and or vice versa. 

• Typographical mistakes identical to the foregoing in laying out title blocks for the overprinting 

plates used to print the bank information on small-size notes. 

• Inadvertent or deliberate changes in the presentation of town names such as 

Centreville/Centerville, Lafayette/La Fayette, St. Mary’s/St. Marys or St. Louis/Saint Louis. 

• Deliberate or inadvertent changes to the locations written in script on the left side of title 

blocks on large-size notes made by the clerks in the Comptroller’s office. 

Altered Postal Locations 

The most important non-official titles are those involving alterations to the post office location in 

the title blocks on plates used to print large-size notes. The location written in script on the left side of title 

blocks generally, but not always, was the name of the post office that served the bank. Usually, it was the 

same as the town name displayed prominently within the title block. 

Figure 4. If you truly wanted to 

find the bank, it was wise to pay 

close attention to the location 

written in script on the left side 

of the title block. This generally 

was the name of the post office 

that served the bank. The change 

to Derby was a typical 

Comptroller-imposed title 

change. 
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Occasionally the Comptroller’s clerks used the post office location to better specify where certain 

banks were located in cases where there was ambiguity from the banker-supplied title. Their objective was 

to aid the ability of a note holder to find the bank should the holder wish to redeem the note for lawful 

money. 

Town names were changed, or in the cases of annexations, were even lost and supplanted. Usually, 

bankers applied for a formal title change when the name of their town changed. However, nothing in 

national banking law required them to do so, so many didn’t in order to save the cost of the new plates. An 

easy fix available to the Comptroller’s clerks in such situations was to slip the revised location into the post 

office location on the left side of title blocks. This usually was done when new plates had to be made when 

the bankers extended their charters. However, there are instances where the changes were made mid-series, 

Changes made by the clerks to the post office location involved refinements such as Mystic 

River/Mystic, Yarmouth/Yarmouth Port and Laramie City/Laramie. Changes in presentation also were 

common such as Northborough/Northboro, Coldwater/Cold Water and Wilkes Barre/Wilkes-Barre. 

Annexations included updates such as Englewood/Chicago, Allegheny/Pittsburgh and North White 

Creek/Cambridge. 

Changes to the post office location were fairly inconspicuous so didn’t visibly alter the appearance 

of the banker-supplied title displayed in the title block. However, such changes technically constituted 

informal title changes herein referred to as a Comptroller-imposed title changes. Consider The First 

National Bank of Englewood. That banker-supplied title met the Comptroller’s definition for a title; 

specifically, bank name The First National Bank of and town Englewood. Following annexation when a 

clerk in the Comptroller’s office inserted Chicago into the post office location, the revised title became The 

First National Bank of Englewood, Chicago. Here, the bank name is The First National Bank of Englewood. 

Notice that Englewood was demoted to colloquial or district status within the bank name. This was carried 

out entirely without any banker input whatsoever. 

Astute national bank note affcieanados pay close attention to the locations written in script. There 

often is a good back story when the name there differs from that on prominent display in the center of the 

title block. 

Script City of New York 

New York bankers uniformly used New York as the name for their town; however, three postal 

locations appeared in script on the early series plates: New York, New York City and City of New York. New 

York dominated but the others were placed on several Original/1875 plates and even one use of City of New 

York on a Series of 1882 50-100 plate. The variety that appeared was inconsistent; that it, all the subjects 

on a given plate carried the same variety but different varieties were used on other plates for the same bank. 

In the extreme, all three varieties are found on the Original Series plates for The National Butchers and 

Drovers Bank of the City of New York (1261). 

Figure 5. City of New 

York in script—red 

box—on many early 

New York City notes is 

a colloquialism. The 

town name provided 

by the bankers was 

New York which 

should have appeared 

there. 
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The forms New York City and City of New York represent colloquial embellishments, both of which 

probably originated at the Comptroller of the Currency’s office on plate orders. City of New York was most 

common on the 1-1-1-2 combination, but did occur on other combinations. New York City appears on the 

$5 p lates for only three banks, charters 1261, 1290 and 1297, all of which carry the same plate date of July 

20, 1865. This certainly was no coincidence. 

I arbitrarily omitted all incidences of reported plates bearing script City of New York from Table 1 

because including them added unnecessary noise and bulk to the listing. See Chapter L18 (New York 

Titles), Table 2 for a listing of them. 

As inconsistent as this may seem, the three instances involving script New Your City are listed, as 

well and City of Manchester (NH) and Brooklyn, City of New York, which probably came about in the same 

fashion. 

$5 Original/1875 Farmers & Mechanics National Bank Plates 

Three $5 Original/1875 series plates bearing the title The Farmers & Mechanics National Bank are 

listed on Table 1 as non-official. These constitute a special circumstance. That particular bank title was 

rather common at that time but and, not &, was used by the bankers who adopted it. An engraver at the 

Continental Bank Note Company, which held the contract for $5 plates, prepared an attractive engraving 

sporting the ampersand. 

Despite the fact that none of the bankers used the ampersand, a roll lifted from the engraving was 

used to make the $5 plates for Phoenixville, PA (1936) and Mercer, PA (2256) at the Continental Bank 

Note Company and for Cadiz, OH (2444) after the roll had been transferred to the BEP in 1875 simply 

because it was available. This is how those three plates ended up on Table 1. 

Start-up of the Series of 1929 

It is apparent that the Comptroller’s clerks went to the organization reports or an equivalent official 

source to obtain the information needed to order Series of 1929 overprinting plates. The result was that they 

used the official titles on the small size notes for the first time for many banks. In most of these cases, the 

first large-size plates carried a non-official title. That title was propagated forward onto successive large-

size plates because it was common at the BEP to simply copy the title from an earlier proof. 

Figure 6. The title with & on 

the $5 in this pair is non-

official because the bankers 

used and on their 

organization certificate. The 

engraving with & was used 

on this and the $5s for 

another two banks simply 

because the engraving was 

available and no one seemed 

concerned about the 

distinction between an & or 

and. 
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However, a concerted effort was made to strip punctuation from the titles on the Series of 1929 

overprints. This created numerous anomalies that populate Table 1. 

There were cases where punctuation was preserved and even where extraneous punction was 

inadvertently added on the 1929 overprints, particularly apostrophes. Such are the inconsistencies when 

thousands of plates were being ordered in a hurry. 

Concurrent Use 

The location information on plates for large-size notes was left unchanged once they were certified, 

except for alterations to denote the change from territory to state status. If other plate combinations for a 

given bank were made with differences, the mix of plates served together to the end of the series. Thus, the 

bankers received notes with both official and non-official titles concurrently when a non-official title was 

in the mix. 

The plates involved in mid-series Comptroller-imposed title changes were an exception. In those 

cases, the location information was updated on all the plates so successive printings uniformly carried the 

current location. The only exception here was the 10-10-10-20 Original/1875 Cambridge plate that served 

concurrently with obsolete North White Creek 1-1-1-2 and 5-5-5-5 plates for the Cambridge Valley 

National Bank, NY (1275). 

Organization of Table 1 and Photo Files 

The first title in each entry on Table 1 is the official title. The non-official title follows. 

If a photo file contains two images, the top image bears the official title. This explains why the 

photos in some pairs are not in series order. 

In cases where three or more images appear in a photo file, the images generally are in 

chronological order, thus showing the progression of changes. More than two photos are provided in cases 

where more than one non-official title occurred or a non-official title was sandwiched between two official 

titles. 

Sometimes, for some banks, things just didn’t work out for their titles on notes. See the entries and 

photos for Mt. Morris, NY (1416), New York, NY (12550) and East Liverpool, OH (2544) for three flaming 

examples. 
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