
Plate Varieties 
on Series of 1882 National Bank Notes 

PURPOSE AND SCOPE 

This chapter will examine the changing arrangement and form of the engraved design elements on 

the faces of Series of 1882 notes. Also, back plate numbering within the series will be treated here. 

Series of 1882 $5 title blocks will be treated in the next chapter. There were two border varieties 

on the $10s, three Battle of Lexington varieties on the left side of the $20s, and hidden stars in the border 

designs of the $10s and $20s. These will be treated in a separate chapter as well. 

SERIES OF 1882 INNOVATIONS 

New plates were made by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing for all the sheet combinations for 

all the banks that issued the series. The Series of 1882 plates were not altered preexisting Original/1875 

plates. 

The $5 Series of 1882 national bank notes were the first of their class designed entirely by Bureau 

of Engraving and Printing personnel. They turned out to be a work in progress between 1882 and the early 

1900s, as numerous design innovations were tried. Almost nothing was left unchallenged. 

Changes were forthcoming in the placement of Treasury signatures on the $5s, $10s and $20s, 

Bureau imprint on all denominations, and plate letters on the $5s. Even the fonts for the charter numbers in 

the borders were altered on all denominations. 

Each change was carried out independently and at a different time. Some were abruptly 

implemented; others were phased in gradually. Some were even started, dropped, and then resurrected years 

later. The result, especially in the $5s, is a rich, endless assortment of combinations. 

The placement and layout of the various design elements on a specific plate was determined by the 

preferred protocols in effect at the time the plate was made. However, current protocols weren’t always 

followed, mistakes were made, and, periodically, old protocols or design concepts were briefly resurrected. 

This human element adds a richness to the series that has never been achieved elsewhere in the history of 

U. S. currency production. 

APPLICATION OF DESIGN CHANGES 

When a design element was changed, the change was applied to plates made from then on with the 

possible exception of some replacement plates. Replacement plates generally, but not always, incorporated 

the latest changes. Consequently, it is impossible to predict what the notes from replacement plates will 

look like without seeing a specimen. 

Changes were not made retroactively to existing plates by searching for those with obsolete 

arrangements and altering them. The one exception was the relocation of the Bureau of Engraving and 

Printing imprint to the center of the lower borders of the notes. Many, but not all, existing plates in both the 

Series of 1875 and 1882 were altered specifically to make this one change after it was first introduced in 

January 1887. 

Two types of alterations affected a large number of plates. The most pervasive was the alteration 

of brown back faces into date back designs, that involved changing the security clause and incrementing 

the plate letters. The other was the alteration of territorial plates into state plates with the attendant updating 

of the Treasury signatures and plate dates. Other obsolete elements or design arrangements usually were 

left alone during these alterations. 

$5 TITLE BLOCK CENTERING 

The first change made on $5 Series of 1882 plates involved the centering of the title blocks in the 

space provided. The typical title block is centered between Garfield’s portrait and the large counter in the 

upper right corner. This results in more space between the title block and the right border than between the 

title block and Garfield’s portrait. The extra space to the right is effectively used by the overprinted seal. 
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This type of centering was not used on the first few plates. On those, the title blocks were centered 

between Garfield’s portrait and the right border yielding almost equal blank areas both right and left of the 

title block. The notes appeared overly weighted toward the right once the seals were overprinted. 

The first $5 Series of 1882 plate was made for The National Bank of Commerce of Cleveland, Ohio 

(2662), a plate certified July 25, 1882. The title block on it is decidedly shifted toward the right. It was 

followed by five similar plates; specifically, New York, New York (2668), Brownsville, Pennsylvania 

(2673), Stillwater, Minnesota (2674), Evansville, Indiana (2692), and Worcester, Massachusetts (2699). 

In the meantime, normally centered title blocks began to appear, first for Dayton, Ohio (2678), on 

a plate certified July 31. Centering of the title block between Garfield’s portrait and the upper right counter 

had become the standard by August 3rd. 

$5 STACKED AND IN-LINE SIGNATURES 

The Treasury signatures on the $5s were rearranged from a stacked position above and to the left 

of the title blocks, to a centered in-line arrangement above the title blocks. In-line designs first appeared in 

late1886, with the approval of 5-5-5-5 plates for The Patapsco National Bank of Ellicott City, Maryland 

(3585), and The First National Bank of Jewell City, Kansas (3591), on December 7. Both were new banks. 

The last stacked plate was made for The South Omaha National Bank, Nebraska (3611), a plate approved 

for use January 18, 1887. The changeover to in-line plates occurred during the same period for extended 

banks, demonstrating that the change was uniformly applied. See Table 1 at the end of this article. 

A program was instituted at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing about mid-1887, to replace 

inartistic and inferior looking layouts made using the patented lettering process on the early $5 Series of 

1882 plates. This replacement program claimed a significant number of the stacked signature plates. 

However, it provided an opportunity to collect both old and new style layouts for many banks. Brown back 

issuing banks with charters in the ranges 3-1665, 2662-3584, 3586-3590, 3597, and 3611, could have issued 

both types provided the bank ordered $5s before the end of 1886. Hundreds of these banks issued both 

varieties. 

The new, in-line plates were treated as replacements. As such, they carried the identical dates and 

Treasury signatures as the stacked plates that they replaced. The distinction was that the plate letters were 

advanced. If you have a $5 brown back from a small bank with in-line signatures, a plate date before 1887, 

and the plate letter is one of E-F-G-H, chances are excellent that the A-B-C-D plate was a stacked variety. 

Your search should begin anew for this older variety. 

$5 PLATE LETTER PLACEMENT 

The placement of the plate letters on the $5 Series of 1882 changed with time. The first variety was 

the in-in, wherein the letters were interior to the upper right counter and Garfield’s portrait. The in-in variety 

Figure 1. The title blocks on the earliest Series of 1882 $5s were decidedly shifted toward the 

right. National Numismatic Collection, Smithsonian Institution photos. 

2



was used from1882 through the first week of December 1886. 

Next was the in-out where the right letter was moved below the upper right counter. The first of 

these plates appeared the second week of December 1886. The in-out variety came a week after in-line 

Treasury signatures, and about two months before the Bureau imprint was moved to the bottom margin. 

The out-out variety appeared in mid to late1888, where the left letter was moved to the left of 

Garfield’s vignette. All first plates made thereafter got the out-out variety. 

Where plate letters landed on replacement plates was subject to chance. Often, they were placed in 

the currently favored position at the time the plate was made, but sometimes they were left in their old 

positions. 

True oddities resulted as was the case for the three plates for The Fourth Street National Bank of 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (3557). The A-B-C-D was made in 1885 with stacked Treasury signatures, 

Bureau imprint in the upper right corner, and in-in plate letters. Only the Bureau imprint was moved to the 

lower border on the E-F-G-H made in 1903, and the I-J-K-L made in 1905. The Treasury signatures were 

left in the obsolete stacked arrangement, and the plate letters were left in the obsolete in-in positions. 

MYSTERIOUS LINE ON $5 FACES 

David Sundman, of the Littleton Coin Company, discovered the addition of a line along the lower 

right border of the $5s in 2004. Notice that a line was added to the outside edge of the border on the later 

issues to give them a more finished appearance. The line extends to the bottom of the border on some notes. 

A corner was formed to flesh out the design on others. 

Figure 2. The South Omaha plate was the last $5 Series of 1882 with stacked Treasury 

signatures, the Ellicott City was the first with in-line signatures. National Numismatic 

Collection, Smithsonian Institution photos. 
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Figure 3. Plate letter placement varieties on the $5 Series of 1882 notes. National Numismatic 

Collection, Smithsonian Institution photos. 

4



Figure 4. $5 Series of 1882 face plates 

made prior to August 1893, did not 

have the line shown that fleshes out 

the corner. Those after did. 

Figure 5. Many of the plates with the 

line come with a completed corner. 

Figure 6. The last plate for a new bank made without the line 

was for The First National Bank of North East, Pennsylvania. 

The first plate for a new bank made with the line was for The 

Orange County National Bank at Chelsea, Vermont. National 

Numismatic Collection, Smithsonian Institution photos. 
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The design change took place on the plates being made for new banks between July 24 and 

September 22, 1893. These were the certification dates for the plates for The First National Bank of North 

East, Pennsylvania (4927), and The National Bank of Orange County at Chelsea, Vermont (4929). All 5-5-

5-5 Series of 1882 plates made from thereafter have the line. 

$10 PAYMENT CLAUSE VARIETIES 

There are two varieties in the payment clause on $10 Series of 1882 notes. A new die with “on 

demand” in squat bold capital letters was logged into the national currency die ledger as die 2524 on October 

26, 1894 (BEP, undated). The design on it began to appear on plates in March, 1895. The transition to the 

new design was abrupt for new banks with the changeover occurring between the 10-10-10-20 plates for 

The First National Bank of Claremore, Indian Territory (4987), and The Citizens National Bank of 

Wellsville, New York (4988), respectively certified March 27 and 28. The new variety was not used on 

Series of 1875 plates. 

Figure 7. The two payment clause varieties found on $10 Series of 1882 

notes. The bottom layout began to be used in 1895. Notice the differences 

between the letters used to spell TEN DOLLARS. 

Figure 8. The last use of the old $10 payment clause for a new bank was on the plate for The First National 

Bank of Claremore, Indian Territory (4987), that was certified March 27, 1895. The first use of the new $10 

payment clause for a new bank was on the plate for The Citizens National Bank of Wellsville, New York (4988), 

certified March 28, 1895. National Numismatic Collection, Smithsonian Institution photos. 
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$10 SERIES OF 1882 BORDER VARIETIES 

There are two $10 Series of 1882 border varieties that are illustrated on Figure 9. The arrangement 

of the counters in the top left border of the aberrant variety reads: 

10-TEN-TEN-charter number-TEN-10-TEN-TEN-10. 
whereas the more common variety is: 

10-TEN-TEN-10-TEN-charter number-TEN-TEN-10 
The explanation for the odd variety was a simple mistake where the cutout for the charter number 

was misplaced on the $10 full-face roll that was used to lay in the Series of 1882 $10 subjects on many 

plates made between 1885 and 1893. 

The first plate made for a new bank with the aberrant border was for The Ninth National Bank of 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, charter 3371, certified August 26, 1885. The last was made for The Citizens 

National Bank of Itasca, Texas, charter 4924, certified June 21, 1893. 

The roll with the misplaced gap for the charter number wore out and was replaced with one having 

a normal cutout. Ironically, the first plate made from it was for The First National Bank of Normal, Illinois, 

charter 4930, certified October 23, 1893. 

This variety is treated in considerable detail in the chapter entitled BEP Series of 1875 and 1882 

$10 and $20 Plates, Battle of Lexington Varieties, Hidden Stars and Misplaced Charter Number. 

$10 AND $20 PLATE DATE LOCATIONS 

The script location and date on most Series of 1882 $10 and higher denominations is placed above 

the title block. However, these script elements occur below the title block on a few $10s and $20s. The 

scarce under variety seems to have appeared randomly through time. The Consolidation National Bank of 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (561), used 10-10-10-20 plates with both varieties. The under variety only 

appeared on the third plate certified February 21, 1900. 

MANUFACTURER IMPRINTS 

$10 and higher denomination Series of 1875 and 1882 national bank note plates manufactured at 

the Bureau of Engraving and Printing were made from Original Series dies turned over to the BEP by the 

American Bank Note Company in 1875. Consequently, the American Bank Note Company imprint 

appeared in the lower borders on the early plates in those series that were made at the Bureau. Bureau 

siderographers rolled in “Printed at the Bureau, Engraving & Printing, U. S. Treasury Dept.” in fine letters 

inside one of the upper borders on those plates. 

In contrast, the $5 Series of 1882 design was engraved at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing so 

the Bureau imprint was used on all the $5s. At first, the Bureau imprint was squeezed into the small space 

above the upper right counter and top border on those notes. 

Someone at the BEP gave serious thought to the imprints in early 1887, and decided that the BEP 

imprint should appear on all the national bank note plates made at the Bureau and that it should be uniformly 

displayed in the center of the lower border of the notes. 

This meant moving the BEP imprint from the upper right corner to the lower border on Series of 

1882 $5s. The ABNC imprints in the lower borders of the Series of 1875 and 1882 $10 and higher 

denominations were replaced with that of the BEP, and the “printed at” statement was removed. These 

changes affected all new national bank note plates made thereafter, whether replacements, title change 

plates, or for new or extending banks. 

Figure 9. Comparison between the 

arrangement of counters and the 

charter number on various $10 Series 

of 1882 notes. The upper variety was 

used intermittently from 1885 to 1893, 

and is the scarcer. 
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Figure 10. Series of 1882 $20s from successive plates for the same bank made in 1884, 1892 

and 1900. Notice that the script location and date on the C note are at the bottom of the 

title block. Other varieties to observe are: (1) the Bureau imprint was moved to the bottom 

border beginning with B note, (2) the style of charter numbers was changed on the C note, 

and (3) the style of plate letters varies between all three. National Numismatic Collection, 

Smithsonian Institution photos. 
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Figure 11. The ABNC imprint came on dies turned over to the BEP in 1875. The BEP siderographers began 

using the BEP imprint on new Series of 1875 and 1882 plates in 1887. 

Figure 12. This is the changeover pair for 5-5-5-5 plates for new banks where the BEP 

imprint was moved from the upper right corner to the lower border. This change was 

carried out at the same time the decision was made in 1887 to use the BEP imprint on the 

other plates. National Numismatic Collection, Smithsonian Institution photos. 
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The changeovers occurred as follows for plates made for new banks that were receiving Series of 

1882 note at the time. 
5-5-5-5 plates: 

Last with BEP in upper right corner, The First National Bank of Beaver City, 
Nebraska, charter 3619, plate certified February 7, 1887. 

First with BEP in lower border, The First National Bank of Atlantic City, New 
Jersey, charter 3621, plate certified February 11. 

10-10-10-20 plates: 
Last with ABNC, The United States National Bank of Atchinson, Kansas, 

charter 3612, plate certified January 22. 
First with BEP, The Albany County National Bank of Laramie City, Wyoming 

Territory, charter 3615, plate certified February 2, 1887. 
50-100 plates: 

Last with ABNC, The Ohio Valley National Bank of Cincinnati, Ohio, charter 
3606, plate certified January 4, 1887. 

First with BEP, The National Exchange Bank of Dallas, charter 3623, plate 
certified February 17, 1887. 

These were an exceptional group of banks and plates. Both the $5s have circus poster layouts, so 

you couldn’t ask for a better changeover pair! 

Both plates in the 10-10-10-20 pair have terrific bank titles. Kansas had only one United States 

National Bank and that title appeared on the last 10-10-10-20 plate with an ABNC imprint. You could have 

knocked me over with a feather when I saw that the first BEP imprinted landed on a territorial plate for a 

bank in Laramie, Wyoming, my home town of 25 years! 

The 50-100s have great titles as well, and notes from either plate would qualify as highly prized 

rarities. 

Beginning in 1887, the Bureau siderographers began replacing the ABNC imprint with that of the 

Bureau on existing Series of 1875 and 1882 plates in the plate inventory regardless of who made the plates. 

This was done as workloads permitted. These alterations were carried out with waxing and waning diligence 

Figure 13. The changeover in the use of 

ABNC and BEP imprints on 10-10-10-20 

plates for new banks occurred on the 

plates for these two spectacular banks. 

National Numismatic Collection, 

Smithsonian Institution photos. 
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for about the next two decades. 

The result is that it is possible to collect a pair of notes from the same plate with both imprints. This 

is possible in both the Series of 1875 and 1882. 

Making the change on the existing plates required that the old imprints be burnished off and the 

new imprints inserted using a component roll containing the BEP imprint. This type of alteration was not 

particularly difficult because national bank note face plates were not hardened. 

Making the change on the plates for new banks probably involved making the appropriate cutout 

Figure 14. The changeover in the use of ABNC and BEP imprints on 50-100 plates for new 

banks occurred on the plates for these two banks. National Numismatic Collection, 

Smithsonian Institution photos. 

Figure 15. The ABNC imprint was replaced with that of the BEP on this territorial plate. 
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for the imprint on rolls lifted from the old ABNC full-face dies. The ABNC imprint couldn’t be removed 

or changed on the dies because they were hardened. Instead it probably was removed from rolls lifted from 

the dies before the rolls were hardened. After the image was laid into the plates, the siderographer used a 

component roll to lay in the BEP imprint, the same as when he added the charter numbers around the 

borders. 

New full-face $10 and $20 Series of 1882 dies were made in 1900 and used from then on to make 

plates until the series expired in 1922. The BEP logo was in the lower borders on those dies. Plates made 

from them are readily distinguished because they have hidden stars in their borders. The star on the $10s is 

above the US in the lower left corner and the one on the $20s is below the 20 in the upper right corner. 

The Continental Bank Note Company imprints were omitted from new and replacement $5 Series 

of 1875 plates, and removed from existing plates as well, beginning in 1887. 

ENGRAVED CHARTER NUMBERS 

Shown are the three basic varieties for the engraved charter numbers found in the borders of Series 

of 1882 notes. Which occurred on a given plate depended mostly on when the plate was made. The notes 

for a given bank can exhibit different varieties, providing replacement plates were needed or different 

combinations were ordered at different times. 

Black numbers on a lined background were used from 1882 until about 1885. They had a brief 

resurgence in 1893. 

White letters on a solid black background became fashionable about 1885, and those with thin 

numbers dominated until about the mid to late 1890s. Little ornaments were engraved at the right and left 

ends if there was excessive unfilled space around the charter numbers. 

The thin white numbers on a solid black background yielded to bulbous white numbers on a solid 

black background by the mid to late 1890s. The breadth of the bulbous numerals grew to fill as much space 

as possible, so those used for one, two and three-digit charter numbers have quite a girth. Ornaments were 

allowed to grow in from the right and left ends if too much space remained. 

Figure 16. Three styles of charter 

numbers were used in the borders of 

Series of 1882 notes. These are arranged 

downward from oldest to youngest, 

although some mixing occurred. 

Figure 17. The numerals in the bulbous third variety were 

broadened to fill as much space as possible. 

Figure 18. The numbers could be broadened (top) or ornaments of 

many types added (bottom) to fill excess space in the charter number 

blocks along the borders. 
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BACK PLATE NUMBERING 

The back of each Series of 1882 brown back denomination had a distinctive geometric design. The 

state and territory seals were part of the plate, so an inventory of plates had to be maintained for each state 

and territory. The charter numbers were overprinted using a very dark green ink. 

The back plates for the Series of 1882 brown backs were the first in the national bank note series 

to bear plate serial numbers. There was a separate numbering sequence for each plate combination for each 

state. The subjects on the first plates were not numbered, so only the numbers 2 or higher appear. 

Numbering did not revert to 1, but continued sequentially, when territories converted into states, or when 

the designs of the state seals were changed. 

Back plate numbering stated over with 1 for all the date back combinations. Numbering progressed 

sequentially from the 50-100 to 50-50-50-100 date back combinations and from the date to value back 

plates. The changeover between the 50-100 and 50-50-50-100 date back plates was 10/11. Date to value 

back changeover plate numbers were: 5-5-5-5 135/136, 10-10-10-10 23/24, 10-10-10-20 114/115 and 50-

50-50-100 18/19. 

SOURCES OF DATA 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing, 1875-1929, Certified proofs of national bank note face and back plates: National Numismatic 

Collections, Museum of American History, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC. 

Bureau of Engraving and Printing, undated, Records of dies for Nat. Cur. “1, No. 12, List 1 (318/450/79/19/2 vol. 1 of 2): U. S. 

National Archives, College Park, MD. 

Table 1. The transition from stacked to in-line treasury signatures on Series of 1882
brown back 5-5-5-5 national bank note plates.

Charter State Town Type Plate Datea Treasury Signatures Certification Date

New Banks

3583 IN Brazil stacked Nov  3, 1886 Rosecrans-Jordan Nov 18, 1886

3584 KS Lawrence stacked Nov  4, 1886 Rosecrans-Jordan Nov 23, 1886

3585 MD Ellicott City in-line Nov  5, 1886 Rosecrans-Jordan Dec  7, 1886

3586 DT Sioux Falls stacked Nov  8, 1886 Rosecrans-Jordan Nov 30, 1886

3588 MD Towson stacked Nov 10, 1886 Rosecrans-Jordan Nov 30, 1886

3590 WI Ashland stacked Nov 15, 1886 Rosecrans-Jordan Dec  1, 1886

3591 KS Jewell City in-line Nov 18, 1886 Rosecrans-Jordan Dec  7, 1886

3594 KS Medicine Lodge in-line Nov 30, 1886 Rosecrans-Jordan Dec 15, 1886

3595 LA Shreveport in-line Dec  3, 1886 Rosecrans-Jordan Dec 16, 1886

3596 KS Dodge City in-line Dec  4, 1886 Rosecrans-Jordan Dec 18, 1886

3597 DT Madison stacked Dec  7, 1886 Rosecrans-Jordan Dec 22, 1886

3598 MA West Newton in-line Dec  8, 1886 Rosecrans-Jordan Dec 22, 1886

3600 LA Shreveport in-line Dec  9, 1886 Rosecrans-Jordan Dec 23, 1886

3601 KS Phillipsburg in-line Dec  9, 1886 Rosecrans-Jordan Dec 30, 1886

3602 DT Fargo in-line Dec 14, 1886 Rosecrans-Jordan Jan  5, 1887

3604 PA Philadelphia in-line Dec 17, 1886 Rosecrans-Jordan Jan  5, 1887

3605 MT Livingston in-line Dec 18, 1886 Rosecrans-Jordan Jan 11, 1887

3606 OH Cincinnati in-line Dec 20, 1886 Rosecrans-Jordan Jan 13, 1887

3607 WI Ashland in-line Dec 21, 1886 Rosecrans-Jordan Jan 14, 1887

3611 NE South Omaha stacked Dec 27, 1886 Rosecrans-Jordan Jan 18, 1887

3613 IL Lincoln in-line Jan  5, 1887 Rosecrans-Jordan Jan 22, 1887

3614 TN Sparta in-line Jan  5, 1887 Rosecrans-Jordan Jan 24, 1887

Extended Banks

1662 IL Ridgely stacked Sep 12, 1886 Rosecrans-Jordan Sep  2, 1886

1665 NY Newport stacked May  9, 1885 Bruce-Jordan Aug 25, 1885

1669 TN Nashville in-line Mar  6, 1887 Rosecrans-Jordan Aug 22, 1906b

1670 NY Ilion in-line Mar 15, 1887 Rosecrans-Jordan Mar 27, 1887

a. Plate dates are as follows:  New banks - date of charter, Extended banks - date of extension calculated

as date of organization + 20 years + 1 day.

b. 1906 certification date reveals that the 5-5-5-5 combination was not ordered until 1906.
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This chapter is from The Encyclopedia of U. S. National Bank Notes published jointly by the National Currency 

Foundation (www.nationalcurrencyfoundation.com) and Society of Paper Money Collectors (www.spmc.org). 
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