
Figure 1. All the $10 subjects on Series of 1875 and 1882 national bank note plates made at the 

Bureau of Engraving and Printing were reproduced from American Bank Note Company 

Original Series full-face die 1925, a print of which is illustrated here. Notice that the loops from 

the Treasury signatures extend upward into “Deposited with the U. S. Treasurer at 

Washington.” Photo courtesy of Bruce Hagen. 

Battle of Lexington, 

Misplaced Charter Number 

& Hidden Star 

varieties on Series of 1875 and 1882 $10 and $20 Plates 

THE BIG PICTURE 

Bank note companies produced all the Original Series national bank notes. However, the seal and 

Treasury sheet serial numbers were overprinted at the Treasury Department. 

The Bureau of Engraving and Printing printed all Series of 1875 and later nationals including the 

seals and Treasury serials. When the Bureau assumed responsibility for printing national bank notes 

beginning in 1875, its personnel altered the existing Original Series plates into Series of 1875 formats and 

made new Series of 1875 plates as needed. 

Original Series and Series of 1875 plates were not altered for use in printing Series of 1882 notes. 

Instead, the Bureau made entirely new plates for that series. 

This chapter deals with the full-face and vignette dies that were used to make $10 and $20 Original, 

1875 and 1882 series national bank note face plates. The vignette of most help in unraveling this story is the 

Battle of Lexington engraving that occurs on the left side of the $20s because it came in three readily 

distinguishable varieties. They are numbered herein in the chronological order in which they appeared. 

The American Bank Note Company turned over a pair of full-face Original Series $10 and $20 dies to 

the Bureau of Engraving and Printing in 1875. They were numbered ABNC 1925 and 1940. All the $10 and 

$20 Series of 1875 and 1882 plates manufactured at the BEP were made directly or indirectly from rolls made 

from these two dies. 

In addition, the ABNC turned over two component rolls, each a composite of the Battle of Lexington 

vignette and the counter found on the left side of the $20s. Each carried a different variety of the Battle of 

Lexington vignette. Both were used by BEP siderographers to make or reenter plates. 

Chapter H3 
by 

Peter Huntoon 
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Figure 2. All the $20 subjects on Series of 1875 and 1882 national bank note plates made at the 

Bureau of Engraving and Printing were reproduced from American Bank Note Company 

Original Series full-face die 1940, a print of which is illustrated here. Notice that the loops from 

the Treasury signatures extend upward into “Deposited with the U. S. Treasurer at 

Washington.” The die utilized a variety 2 vignette. Photo courtesy of Bruce Hagen. 

BEP personnel produced a new full-face $20 die in 1884 for exclusive use for making Series of 1882 

plates between 1884 and 1900 that they numbered BEP 392. Most of the image came from a roll lifted from 

ABNC 1940; however, the variety 2 Battle of Lexington vignette on it was overridden by the variety 1 

vignette using one of the ABNC component rolls. 

A new pair of full-face Series of 1882 $10 and $20 dies was completed in 1900, and used from then 

to the end of the series in 1922. The images on them also were from rolls lifted from ABNC dies 1925 and 

1940. A hidden star was placed in their borders to distinguish them from their predecessors. These dies were 

numbered BEP 2988 and 2681. 

The information in this chapter renders obsolete and supplants information in Huntoon (2006). 

DIES, ROLLS AND PLATES 

It is appropriate to describe how the plates under consideration were made in order to allow you to 

fully understand how the varieties that will be treated here came about. 

The process began with numerous component dies, that were flat soft steel blanks with a polished 

surface into which were engraved the individual elements such as vignettes, counters, border segments, 

lettering, manufacturer imprints, etc., that later were brought together to create a full-face master die. Dies 

were intaglio meaning that the image to be printed was comprised of recesses such as groves cut into the 

surface that held the ink. Many of the dies, such as the vignettes and most lettering, were engraved by 

engravers. Other elements were engraved using machines, such as border elements that were produced on 

geometric lathes. Once completed, the component dies were hardened by heating and quenching in brine 

and/or oil. 

Once a die was hardened, a roll was made from it, that was used to transfer the image to other dies or 

plates. The process involved rolling a soft steel cylinder over the die under loads sufficient to cause the steel 

on the surface of the roll to flow into the recesses engraved on the die. This was carried out by a siderographer 

on a machine called a transfer press. The image picked up by the roll stood in relief on its surface and was, in 

fact, a mold of the image on the die. The roll was then hardened by heating and quenching. Individual rolls 

could contain images from one or more dies around their circumference. 

In the case of the Battle of Lexington vignette, a roll was made from ABNC vignette die 1963 at the 

American Bank Note Company so that the image could be laid into two intermediate dies. The intermediate 

dies were then altered while still soft. Alterations included rolling in the $20 counter above the vignette, 

retooling the 75 in the lower corner as desired, and modifying the branches and leaves surrounding the 
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Figure 3. Jack Ryan, BEP 

siderographer, is using a 

full-face roll mounted on a 

transfer press to lay in full-

face images of a modern $10 

note onto a demonstration 

printing plate. The roll, that 

was lifted from a full-face 

die, could be used to make 

both plates and other dies. 

BEP photo. 

counter. On one, the 75 was 

all but eliminated. The 

intermediate dies were then 

hardened resulting in two 

distinct varieties. Transfer 

rolls were lifted from each. 
After dies and rolls 

were hardened, the images 

on them could not be 

altered. 

Full-face generic master dies were constructed on transfer presses wherein the individual rolls lifted 

from component dies were used to lay in needed elements in successive transfers. Thus, the vast percentage of 

the work on a master consisted of transfers. The only involvement of an engraver at this stage was to do touch 

up work required to tie the transfers together. When completed, the generic master die held all the common 

elements that appeared on a note except the bank-specific items. 

The obvious advantage of a generic master die was that rolls lifted from it could be used to transfer all 

the common elements to a printing plate in one transfer per subject. Component rolls with bank-specific 

elements such as lettering in the title blocks, plate letters, Treasury signatures and charter numbers were then 

laid in separately to complete the subjects. 

ALTERED ROLLS 

This story gets very interesting when we examine how $10 and $20 Original Series ABNC full-face 

dies 1925 and 1940 were handled once they were turned over to the BEP. Prints from them are illustrated on 

Figures 1 and 2. Notice that they were made with partial bank titles and carried Chittenden and Spinner 

signatures. Those obsolete items had to be removed by BEP personnel, but the dies were hardened so they 

couldn’t alter them. 

Instead, they accomplished the job by altering rolls lifted from the dies, something that occurred 

several times as new rolls were needed. The required alterations were made to the rolls before they were 

hardened. 

The intaglio lines cut into the dies stood in relief on the rolls. All that the craftsman had to do was 

grind or burnish the unwanted obsolete items off the rolls and polish the resulting surface. Removing the 

partial bank titles was easy because they didn’t overlap other design elements. However, removing the loops 

arching upward from the Treasury signatures that were overlain on “Deposited with the U. S. Treasurer at 

Washington” was difficult. 

Early on they simply removed the signatures from the space below the lettering, thereby leaving 

vestiges of the loops within the letters. See Figure 4. The vestiges made it to both Series of 1875 and 1882 

plates yielding an unambiguous record of what transpired. 

As time went on Bureau craftsmen periodically had to make new rolls from the full-face masters for 

use in making their high-volume Series of 1882 plates. They became progressively better at removing the 

unwanted Chittenden-Spinner loops from those rolls. The technique used was to simply remove the residual 
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Figure 4. Detail whereon the lines point to black vestiges of both Chittenden’s and Spinner’s signatures on Series 

of 1875 and 1882 plates reproduced from rolls lifted from ABNC dies 1925 (top) and 1940 (bottom). Compare the 

positions of the loops in the signatures on Figures 1 and 2 to the vestiges shown here. 

Figure 5. Detail whereon the lines point to vestiges of both Chittenden’s and Spinner’s signatures on Series of 

1882 plates reproduced from rolls lifted from ABNC die 1925 (top) and BEP die 392 (bottom) in March 1893. By 

1893, many of the lines were tooled off the rolls leaving blanks rather than dark lines where the loops in the 

signatures used to exist. Obviously, it was felt that blank spaces were less visible than black line segments. The 

skill used to hide the vestiges improved with time as successive rolls were made. 

lines and leave blanks in their wake because the blank spaces were less visible. See Figure 5. By 1894, they 

were carefully removing all the residual black lines from the loops so the vestiges of the old Chittenden-

Spinner signatures consisted entirely of tiny blank spaces. 

Cutouts in the borders for the charter numbers had to be made on rolls used to make Series of 1882 

plates. They also were made by removing the unwanted parts of the border from the rolls before the rolls were 

hardened. 

Similarly, the decision was made in 1887 to replace the ABNC imprint with that of the BEP on new 

plates made thereafter. That probably was accomplished on new Series of 1875 and 1882 rolls in the same 

manner as making gaps for the charter numbers on the Series of 1882 rolls. The ABNC imprint could have 

been removed leaving a gap. A component roll could then be used to insert the BEP imprint onto the plates as 

a separate transfer. This procedure appears to have been used on new 10-10-10-20 Series of 1875 plates from 

1887 until the end of the series in 1902, and on Series of 1882 plates from 1887 until 1900 when rolls from 

new dies that carried the BEP imprint came on line. 

DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN THE FULL-FACE DIES 

Two $10 full-face master dies account for all the Series of 1875 and 1882 subjects made by the BEP. 

Rolls from old ABNC die 1925 were used to make all the Series of 1875 $10 subjects as well as the Series of 

1882 subjects into 1900. Rolls from new BEP die 2988 were used to make the rest of the Series of 1882 $10 

subjects to the end of the series. The $10 subjects on plates made from BEP die 2988 are readily distinguished 

from those made from ABNC 1925 because they have a hidden star in their borders. See Figure 6. 

A succession of three full-face master $20 dies were used to make the $20 Series of 1875 and 1882 

subjects. Rolls from old ABNC 1940 were used to make all the Series of 1875 and the first of the Series of 

1882 subjects. Rolls from BEP 392 followed beginning in 1884, and they in turn were followed by rolls from 

BEP 2681 in 1900. 

The primary diagnostic feature on plates made from the three is the presence or absence of the 

number 75 above the right foot of the wounded man on the Battle of Lexington vignette; and, if the 75 is 

there, the boldness of the image. ABNC 1940 had a weak 75, BEP 392 had no 75, and BEP 2681 had a bold 

75. 
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Figure 6. Locations 

of the hidden stars on 

Series of 1882 plates 

made from $10 and 

$20 BEP dies 2988 

and 2681. Plates 

bearing the stars 

began to be certified 

on April 16, 1900. 

Figure 7. Print of the Battle of Lexington vignette 

from ABNC die 1963. Compare the date 1775 in 

the lower left corner with the altered renderings 

used on the $20 national bank notes shown on 

Figure 8. Also, notice that the tree and branch that 

surround the $20 counter on the notes were 

modified and that the branch was extended to the 

right so it is above the rifleman’s hat. 

BATTLE OF LEXINGTON VIGNETTE 

According to Hessler (1993), the Battle of Lexington vignette on the $20s was lifted from an 

engraving made by Joseph I. Pease of the American Bank Note Company. The engraving was based on a 

painting by Felix O. C. Darley. It was assigned ABNC die number 1963, and a print from it is illustrated here 

as Figure 7. 

The all-important 75 used to differentiate between the full-face $20 master dies represent the last two 

digits in the date 1775, which is on full display on ABNC die 1963. The date appeared on Darley’s painting. 

The three varieties are illustrated on Figure 8. 

ABNC die 1963 was not used directly to make the $20 vignettes that appear on the masters. Rather, 

two intermediate dies were made by the American Bank Note Company in 1863 that combined the vignette 

and counter, one with the weak 75 and the other without it, creating varieties 1 and 2. 

Other alterations made to the variety 1 and 2 intermediate dies included modifications to the upper 

part of the tree trunk and branch surrounding the counter. The branch was extended toward the right 

sufficiently to overlie the hat of the rifleman. Other differences can be observed in the branches and leaves 

surrounding the counters. 

The variety 1 roll was used to lay in the 

Battle of Lexington vignette on $20 BEP full-

face master die 2681. An engraver strengthened 

the 75 to its distinctive bold appearance before it 

was hardened thus creating variety 3. Otherwise, 

variety 3 is identical to variety 1. 
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Figure 8. Varieties in the Battle of 

Lexington vignette as found on 

national bank notes. From left to 

right: variety 1 = no 75 above the 

foot of the wounded man, variety 

2 = weak 75, and variety 3 = bold 

75. The blue ovals highlight details 

common to both varieties 1 and 3. 

The items in the red ovals are as 

found on variety 2. The arrow 

points to the white spot in the 

shading behind the 2 that is 

pronounced on variety 2. 

Variety 1 - No 75 

BEP full-face $20 master die 392 had a variety 1 vignette. 

Diagnostic Features: 

! The 75 is missing above the right foot of the wounded man. Slight vestiges of the lower parts 

of the numerals remain, revealing that they were deliberately removed. 

! The branch to the left of the 20 at the top of the vignette turns down like a bent elbow and 

appears to pass behind the 2. 

! A small but very distinct branch appears among the upper leaves to the right of the 0. 

! There is a faint white spot inside the shadow in the upper part of the 2 in the counter. 

! Plates originally made with variety 1 vignettes do not have hidden stars in their borders. 

Use: 

! All Original Series $20 subjects. 

! Preserved on most Original Series $20 subjects when the plates were altered into Series of 

1875 plates. 

! Series of 1882 $20 subjects made between January 1884 and April 1900. 

! Variety 1 vignettes were reentered (1) at least as late as 1893 over worn variety 2s on some 

Series of 1875 $20 subjects, (2) over worn variety 2s on some Series of 1882 $20 subjects 

made before January 1884, and (3) over some variety 3s on Series of 1882 $20 subjects on 

plates with hidden stars in their borders. 

Variety 2 - Light 75 

ABNC full-face $20 master die 1940 had a variety 2 vignette. 

Diagnostic Features: 

! The 75 is lightly, but fully, engraved above the right foot of the wounded man. 

! The branch to the left of the 20 at the top of the vignette appears to be broken off with a 

down turned blunt end before reaching the 2. 

! No branch is visible in the leaves to the right of the 0. 
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! There is a bold white spot inside the shadow in the upper part of the 2 in the counter. 

! Plates made with variety 2 vignettes do not have hidden stars in their borders. 

Use: 

! All new Series of 1875 $20 subjects made between 1875 and the end of the series in 1902. 

! All Series of 1882 $20 subjects made between 1882 and January 1884. 

! Variety 2 vignettes occasionally were reentered over worn variety 1s during the alteration of 

Original Series plates into Series of 1875 plates, or later as the old variety 1s became worn. 

Variety 3 - Bold 75 

BEP full-face $20 master die 2681 had a variety 3 vignette. 

Diagnostic Features: 

! The 75 is boldly engraved above the right foot of the wounded man. 

! The branches surrounding the 20, and the spot in the 2, are identical to variety 1. 

! Plates made with variety 3 vignettes have hidden stars in their borders. 

Use: 

! All Series of 1882 $20 subjects made from April 1900 to the end of the series in 1922. 

! The Series of 1882 $20 image on the American Allegory 35th year Bay State Coin Show, 

Boston, Massachusetts, souvenir card of April 1997. 

FULL-FACE $20 DIES 

ABNC 1940, BEP 392 and BEP 2681 respectively carried variety 2, 1 and 3 Battle of Lexington 

vignettes. 

Full-Face ABNC Master Die 1940 

ABNC die 1940 was transferred to the BEP in 1875, along with $10 ABNC die 1925. The obsolete 

Chittenden-Spinner signatures and partial bank title on it had to be removed from rolls lifted from it by BEP 

personnel before they could use those rolls to make Series of 1875 and 1882 plates. Vestiges of Chittenden’s 

and Spinner’s signatures show clearly in “Deposited with the U. S. Treasurer at Washington” on the plates 

made from those rolls. 

All the Series of 1875 plates made at the BEP with $10 and $20 subjects were from rolls lifted from 

ABNC dies 1925 and 1940. 

The first 10-10-10-20 Series of 1882 plate made from ABNC dies 1925 and 1940 was for The First 

National Bank of Washington, Iowa, charter 2656, certified July 14, 1882. The last was for The Calumet 

National Bank of South Chicago, charter 3102, certified January 18, 1884. 

Full-Face BEP Master Die 392 

BEP $20 die 392 was dedicated exclusively for the production of Series of 1882 plates. It was 

prepared in 1884 using a modified image laid in from a full-face roll lifted from ABNC die 1940. 

Modifications to the roll consisted of making cutouts for the two charter numbers in the upper border and 

removal of the partial bank title and Chittenden’s and Spinner’s signatures before the roll was hardened. 

Vestiges of the loops from the signatures remained in “Deposited with the U. S. Treasurer at Washington.” 

After the modified image from the roll was laid in, a variety 1 Battle of Lexington vignette was laid in 

over the variety 2 image from ABNC 1940 using the ABNC variety 1 Battle of Lexington intermediate roll. 

Consequently, when finished BEP 392 exhibited no 75 whereas there was a weak 75 on ABNC 1940. 

A peculiar feature of the die is that there were cutouts for charter numbers only in the top border. The 

other cutouts had to be made on rolls lifted from it. 

The ABNC imprint was left in the bottom border, because the decision to replace it with the BEP 

imprint wasn’t made until 1887. 

Rolls made from $20 BEP 392 were used in conjunction with rolls from $10 ABNC 1925 to make 10-

10-10-20 Series of 1882 plates between 1884 and 1900. The finely lettered “Printed at” statements on the $10 

and $20 subjects used before the BEP imprint was added to the bottom border were laid in as a separate 

transfer as the plates were made. 

The first 10-10-10-20 Series of 1882 plate made from BEP die 392 was for The Farmers National 

Bank of Kittanning, Pennsylvania, charter 3104, certified January 23, 1884. The last was for The First 

National Bank of Dyersburg, Tennessee, charter 5263, certified April 18, 1900. 
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Figure 9. The first Series 

of 1882 10-10-10-20 plate 

made was for The First 

National Bank of 

Washington, Iowa, 

charter 2656. The Battle 

of Lexington vignette has 

a weak 75 so it is a 

variety 2. The plate was 

certified July 14, 1882. 

The $10 and $20 subjects 

were made respectively 

from ABNC dies 1925 

and 1940. National 

Numismatic Collection, 

Smithsonian Institution 

photo. 

Figure 10. The $20 

subject on the Series of 

1882 plate for The 

Calumet National Bank 

of South Chicago, 

Illinois, charter 3102, 

was the last plate for a 

new bank made from a 

roll lifted from ABNC 

die 1940. The Battle of 

Lexington vignette has 

a weak 75 so it is a 

variety 2. The plate was 

certified Jan 18, 1884. 

National Numismatic 

Collection, Smithsonian 

Institution photo. 
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Figure 11. Photocopy of a print from Bureau of Engraving and Printing Series of 1882 $20 die 

392 made in 1884. Notice that it has a variety 1 (no 75) Battle of Lexington vignette, cutouts for 

charter numbers only in the upper border and an American Bank Note Company imprint. Rolls 

from this die were used to make plates between 1884 and 1900. Photocopy courtesy of the BEP 

Historical Resource Center. 

Full-Face BEP Master Die 2681 

$20 BEP die 2681 replaced BEP 392 and also was dedicated exclusively to the production of Series 

of 1882 plates. It was begun May 22, 1896 and completed April 2, 1900. The image on it was from a roll 

lifted from full-face ABNC die 1940. 

Work on BEP 2681 continued intermittently in 1896, 1897 and 1900, as various engravers touched up 

the design. The 75 in the lower corner of the Battle of Lexington vignette was significantly strengthened to 

yield the bold variety 3 version that is a hallmark of the die. An engraver retooled “Deposited with the U. S. 

Treasurer at Washington” in order to remove all traces of the vestiges of Chittenden’s and Spinner’s 

signatures. The Bureau imprint was rolled into the lower border. 

Cutouts were made in the borders for the six charter numbers, and only “Will Pay Twenty Dollars to 

Bearer on Demand” was left in the space reserved the title block. These two modifications probably were 

made at the outset to the roll made from ABNC die 1940 before it was hardened and used to lay in the die. 

Full-face $10 BEP die 2988 was prepared as a companion to $20 die 2681. Work on it began January 

30, 1899 and was completed March 30, 1900. An engraver removed all traces of the vestigial Chittenden-

Spinner loops in “with the U. S. Treasurer at Washington” before the die was hardened. 

The first Series of 1882 10-10-10-20 plate made from BEP dies 2681 and 2988 was certified April 14, 

1900 for The First National Bank of Hudson, Wisconsin, charter 95, an extended bank. The first for a new 

bank was for The Riddell National Bank of Brazil, Indiana, charter 5267, certified April 20, 1900. 

PIECEMEAL WORK ASSOCIATED WITH BEP 392 

The great advantage of full-face dies was that they laid in the entire generic image for a subject in one 

transfer. However, there is irrefutable evidence that many if not most of the $20 subjects laid in on plates 

from rolls lifted from BEP 392 required reentries from component dies in order to finish them. The evidence 

for this is that the positions of the vignettes and border elements are seen to wander when several proofs are 

compared. 

This reveals that the rolls lifted from BEP 392 were not producing satisfactory transfers. The problem 

justified making BEP 2681. 
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Figure 12. The $20 

subject on the Series of 

1882 plate for The 

Farmers National Bank 

of Kittanning, 

Pennsylvania, charter 

3104, was the first 

made for a new bank 

from BEP die 392. 

Notice that the Battle of 

Lexington vignette has 

no 75 so it is a variety 

1. The plate was 

certified January 23, 

1884. It appears that 

the $20 was made 

piecemeal from 

component rolls lifted 

from BEP die 392. In 

contrast, the $10 was 

made from a full-face 

roll lifted from ABNC 

die 1925. National 

Numismatic Collection, 

Smithsonian Institution 

photo. 

Figure 13. The $20 

subject on the Series of 

1882 plate for The First 

National Bank of 

Dyersburg, Tennessee, 

charter 5263, was the 

last plate made for a 

new bank from BEP 

die 392. The plate was 

certified April 18, 1900. 

The $10 was the last 

$10 for a new bank 

from ABNC die 1925. 

By the time this plate 

was made, the ABNC 

imprint had been 

removed from the rolls 

in order to allow the 

siderographer to insert 

the BEP imprint from a 

separate component 

roll as the plate was 

being fabricated. 

National Numismatic 

Collection, Smithsonian 

Institution photo. 
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Figure 14. Print from BEP full-face Series of 1882 $10 master die 2988 completed in March 1900, 

with hidden star and cutouts for the charter numbers. This die always was paired with $20 BEP 

die 2681 to make Series of 1882 10-10-10-20 plates. Photo courtesy of Bruce Hagen. 

Figure 15. Print from BEP full-face Series of 1882 $20 master die 2681 completed in March 1900, 

with hidden star and cutouts for the charter numbers. Notice that the Battle of Lexington sports 

a bold 75 so it is a variety 3 vignette. Photo courtesy of Bruce Hagen. 
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Figure 16. The first 10-10-

10-20 Series of 1882 plate 

made from BEP dies 2988 

and 2681 was for The 

First National Bank of 

Hudson, Wisconsin, 

charter 95, a plate 

certified April 14, 1900. 

This was the first 

appearance of the hidden 

stars. The Battle of 

Lexington vignette on the 

$20 sports a bold 75 so is 

a variety 3. National 

Numismatic Collection, 

Smithsonian Institution 

photo. 

Figure 17. The first 10-

10-10-20 Series of 1882 

plate made for a new 

bank from BEP dies 

2988 and 2681 was for 

The Riddell National 

Bank of Brazil, 

Indiana, charter 5267, 

a plate certified April 

20, 1900. National 

Numismatic Collection, 

Smithsonian Institution 

photo. 
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Figure 18. A mistake was made in placing the cutout for the upper left charter number on a roll lifted from 

ABNC die 1925 during 1885. The normal placement appears in the upper scan, the abnormal in the lower. The 

roll with the mistake was used to make Series of 1882 10-10-10-20 plates from August 1885 through June 1893 

based on certification dates on proofs for new banks. It is possible that the roll was used a bit longer for extending 

banks or banks undergoing title changes. 

IMPERFECT TRANSFERS ASSOCIATED WITH ABNC 1925 

Rolls lifted from ABNC $10 die 1925 that were used to make Series of 1882 10-10-10-20 plates 

between 1884 and 1900 were notorious for producing weak transfers of the lower right corner and sometimes 

the lower border. This was remedied by the siderographers by reentering the lower borders and lower right 

corners using component dies. The result is that placements of these elements are seen to wander slightly 

when several proofs are compared. 

Similar reentries from component rolls could be and were made anywhere on both worn and new 

plates. Such reentries explain many improperly aligned border elements that can be observed on notes. 

$10 SERIES OF 1882 BORDER VARIETY 

The top left border on a normal $10 Series of 1882 note reads: 

10-TEN-TEN-10-TEN-charter number-TEN-TEN-10. 

However, plates made from a roll in use between 1885 and 1893 came out: 

10-TEN-TEN-charter number-TEN-10-TEN-TEN-10. 

The explanation for this was a simple mistake where the cutout for the charter number was misplaced on the 

$10 roll that was used between 1885 and 1893. 

The first plate made for a new bank with the aberrant border was for The Ninth National Bank of 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, charter 3371, certified August 26, 1885. The last was made for The Citizens 

National Bank of Itasca, Texas, charter 4924, certified June 21, 1893. 

The roll with the misplaced gap for the charter number wore out and was replaced with one having a 

normal cutout. Ironically, the first plate made from it was for The First National Bank of Normal, Illinois, 

charter 4930, certified October 23, 1893. 

REENTERED VIGNETTES 

Generally, vignettes were the first parts of a plate to exhibit wear. Worn plates were refurbished by 

reentering the vignettes and superimposed counters from the rolls lifted from intermediate dies that contained 

both elements. 

There are numerous instances where a different Battle of Lexington vignette was reentered over the 

original. Three variations on this theme have been observed: variety 2 over 1, variety 1 over 2, and variety 1 

over 3. All such mismatches occurred at the BEP. 

Variety 2 Over 1 

The vignettes on worn Original Series plates were reentered when the plates were altered into Series 

of 1875 at the BEP. Bureau personnel were using a variety 2 Lexington vignette roll then, so they overlaid the 

weak-75 over the no-75 vignettes that were on the plates. 

One great example of this involved the Series of 1875 20-20-50-100 plate for The First National Bank 

of Philadelphia, charter 1. It was altered from an Original to 1875 plate in the 1876-7 period, so Allison-

Wyman signatures were added to it. The $20 vignettes were reentered because they were worn. The original 

Lexington vignettes were variety 1 whereas the new were variety 2. 
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Figure 19. The first plate made for a new bank from the roll with the misplaced charter 

number in the top left border was for The Ninth National Bank of Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania, charter 3371, certified August 26, 1885. National Numismatic Collection, 

Smithsonian Institution photo. 

Figure 20. The last plate made for a new bank from the roll with the misplaced charter 

number in the top left border was for The Citizens National Bank of Itasca, Texas, charter 

4924, certified June 21, 1893. National Numismatic Collection, Smithsonian Institution photo. 

Figure 21. Ironically, the first plate made for a new bank with a normal upper left border 

following the retirement of the roll with the misplaced charter number was for The First 

National Bank of Normal, Illinois, charter 4930, certified October 23, 1893. National 

Numismatic Collection, Smithsonian Institution photo. 
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Figure 22. When the 20-

20-50-100 Original Series 

plate for The First 

National Bank of 

Philadelphia, charter 1, 

was altered into a Series of 

1875 plate at the Bureau of 

Engraving and Printing, 

variety 2 Battle of 

Lexington vignettes (weak 

75) were reentered over 

variety 1s (no 75). The 

transfers were weak so an 

engraver sketched in the 

branches and leaves 

around the counter, each 

of which is obviously 

different.  National 

Numismatic Collection, 

Smithsonian Institution 

photo. 

Figure 23. This pair of 

Providence, Rhode Island, 

Series of 1875 proofs 

represents a case where a 

variety 2 Battle of 

Lexington vignette (weak 

75) was reentered over a 

variety 1 (no 75) long after 

the plate had been altered 

from an Original Series 

into an 1875. The variety 1 

vignettes on the Original 

Series version of the plate 

had been preserved during 

its transformation into a 

Series of 1875. National 

Numismatic Collection, 

Smithsonian Institution 

photo. 
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Figure 24. This Port 

Townsend, Washington, 

alteration of a territorial 

to state Series of 1882 

plate resulted in reentry 

of a variety 1 (no 75) 

over a variety 2 (weak 

75) on the Battle of 

Lexington vignette. This 

type of reentry was 

typical on Series of 1882 

plates when worn 

vignettes were 

encountered during 

territory to state 

alterations during the 

1890-1891 era. National 

Numismatic Collection, 

Smithsonian Institution 

photos. 

What makes the Philadelphia case all the more spectacular is that the branches surrounding the 20 

came out poorly on both $20 subjects. Rather than reenter the vignettes again, an engraver scribed in a new 

branch to the left of the 2, and new leaves to the right of the 0 on each subject. As shown on Figure 22, each 

of the retouched engravings is very different from the other, and different from those on the original 

engraving! 

There also are cases where variety 2 vignettes were reentered onto previously converted Series of 

1875 plates that still carried their original variety 1 vignettes. An example is the 10-10-10-20 plate for The 

National Bank of Commerce of Providence, Rhode Island (1366), shown on Figure 23 that was reentered in 

November, 1880, long after it had been altered into a Series of 1875 plate. 

Variety 1 Over 2 

Other cases of changed vignettes involve a number of 10-10-10-20 Series of 1875 and 1882 territorial 

plates that were altered into state plates following the flood of admissions during 1889-1890. In these cases, 

variety 1 vignettes were reentered over worn variety 2s when the plates were altered into state plates in 

January 1893. An example is illustrated on Figure 24 from The Territory of Washington. A second example 

from The Stock Growers National Bank of Cheyenne, Wyoming Territory (2652) is illustrated on Figure 25 

with the added wrinkle that the ABNC imprint was swapped out for the BEP imprint coupled with removal of 

the “Printed at” statement during the territorial era. 

Reentry of variety 1 over worn variety 2 vignettes also occurred during routine reentry of other Series 

of 1875 and 1882 plates. 
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Figure 25. This trio of Series of 1875 proofs from a Cheyenne, Wyoming, plate exhibits the following progression 

ending in a variety 1 over 2 Battle of Lexington reentry. (1) The territorial version certified April 17, 1882 has a 

variety 2 Battle of Lexington vignette (weak 75) and an ABNC imprint. (2) The undated territorial proof was 

lifted after the ABNC imprint was replaced by that of the BEP. (3) A variety 1 vignette (no 75) was laid in over 

the variety 2 when the plate was altered into the state version in 1893. National Numismatic Collection, 

Smithsonian Institution photos. 
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Variety 1 over 3 

In 2021, Adam Stroup, an observant variety collector, discovered variety 1 over variety 3 reentries, 

which can occur only on $20 Series of 1882 plates made from BEP master die 2681 that come with the hidden 

stars in their borders. The candidate plates began to come online in April 1900 and sported bold 75s above the 

foot of the wounded man in the Battle of Lexington vignette. 

Use of the then ancient American Bank Note Company variety 1 roll without the 75 to reenter worn 

vignettes on variety 3 plates may seem strange. However, other than the 75, variety 1 and 3 vignettes are 

identical as shown on Figure 8 so use of the old variety 1 roll worked. The result was that the 75 is missing or 

a very weak vestige remains on the reentered versions of such reentered plates. 

Stroup’s discovery note was issued by The First National Bank of Los Angeles, California (2491). It 

was from the only brown back 10-10-10-20 face plate made for the bank and carries bank sheet serial 31216. 

Typically, face plates started showing wear by about 25,000 impressions so discovering that the plate had 

been reentered before this note was printed was no surprise. The plate letter A also had to be reentered and 

was moved slightly in the process. 

Figure 26. Sequence of Los Angeles notes from the same plate. Top – serial 23630 with variety 3 vignette (bold 75 

lower left corner) as made in 1900. Middle – serial 31213 after reentry with variety 1 vignette (no 75) showing a 

ghost of the overridden 75. Bottom – date back form after another reentry with variety 3 vignette prior to 

superposition of new plate letter B. Heritage Auction Archives photos. 
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Figure 27. The 

siderographer carefully 

rolled in an obsolete ABNC 

imprint and “Printed at” 

statement onto the subjects 

on the D-E-F-B Series of 

1882 10-10-10-20 

replacement plate made for 

this Philadelphia bank 

certified August 4, 1900 

(bottom). Despite the 

attempt to replicate the 

look of the A-B-C-A plate 

(top), the new plate 

contained hidden stars and 

a variety 3 (bold 75) Battle 

of Lexington vignette! 

Numismatic Collection, 

Smithsonian Institution 

photos. 

The odyssey of that plate has an added twist, making it even more interesting. In due course, it was 

altered into a date back form upon passage of the Aldrich-Vreeland Act in 1908. Among the alterations was a 

change in the plate letter from A to B. Removal of the A damaged the vignette in the vicinity of the letter so 

the siderographer had to refurbish that part of the vignette before superimposing the B. This time, a variety 3 

roll was used so the 75 came back as bold as on the original. The sequence is illustrated on Figure 26. 

IMPRINT ODDITIES 

A peculiar variety made from full-face BEP dies 2681 and 2988 involves some replacement 10-10-

10-20 plates that ended up with American Bank Note Company imprints in the lower border. Figure 27 is a 

Philadelphia case that illustrates what happened. Others are known. 

The A-B-C-A Series of 1882 10-10-10-20 plate for The Farmers and Mechanics National Bank of 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (538), was made in 1884. The subjects had American Bank Note Company 

imprints in the lower borders because, at that the time, Bureau personnel were not replacing them with the 

Bureau imprint. The subjects also carried the finely lettered “Printed at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, 

U. S. Treasury Dept.” inside their borders. 

The D-E-F-B replacement certified August 4, 1904, was made from full-face BEP $10 and $20 dies 

2681 and 2988; however, great care was taken to replicate the appearance of the A-B-C-A plate. Once the full 

faces were laid in, the siderographer used a roll containing the American Bank Note Company imprint to 

override and obliterate the Bureau imprints. He also retrieved a roll containing the “printed at” statement, and 

added it to its old positions. He even used the old-style charter numbers with heavy lined background in the 

borders. 

The order to make this replacement plate was taken quite literally because the siderographer produced 

a virtual duplicate! Perfection was foiled, however, because the D-E-F-B plate had hidden stars and a variety 

3 Battle of Lexington vignette, that were on the modern rolls used to make it. 

More typically, replacement plates sported all the newest innovations available at the time they were 

made including use of the Bureau imprint, modern charter numbers, etc. 
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Figure 28. The 1985 International Paper Money Convention souvenir card was modeled after 

a note printed from a plate made in 1882 from ABNC die 1925. The proof (top) is from that 

plate. In contrast, the roll used to make the souvenir card (bottom) was lifted from BEP die 

2988 completed in 1900. In order to replicate the note, they replaced the BEP imprint with 

that of the ABNC and added the “printed at” statement using old component rolls. However, 

the replica was imperfect because the souvenir card sports the hidden star from BEP die 

2988! National Numismatic Collection, Smithsonian Institution photos. 

1985 INTERNATIONAL PAPER MONEY CONVENTION SOUVENIR CARD 

The story behind the production of the 1985 souvenir card for the International Paper Money 

Convention in Cherry Hill, New Jersey, is similar to the Philadelphia (538) case. As shown on Figure 28, the 

card featured a mockup of a $10 Series of 1882 note from The Farmers National Bank of West Chester, 

Pennsylvania (2857). Collector Nelson Aspen loaned to Bureau Director Robert Leuver a high grade $10 

from the A plate position so Bureau personnel could obtain a high-resolution negative of it to use as a model. 

The plate from which Aspen’s note had been printed was made in 1883 so the subjects on it were made from 

ABNC full-face die 1925. 
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Bureau personnel used their full-face $10 die 2988, with Bureau imprint, as their starting point to 

make the souvenir card. From it, they made a one-subject nickel plate using the modern electrolytic 

duplication process. Using old component rolls, they next rolled the American Bank Note Company imprint 

over the Bureau imprint and added the “printed at” statement to match Aspen’s note. 

This plate had everything except the bank title block, Treasury signatures and plate letters. The dies 

and rolls containing those elements had been destroyed long ago. Consequently, they used the negative of the 

Aspen’s note to make a photolithograph plate containing the missing elements. 

The cards were printed using the intaglio plate for the common elements. The bank specific items 

were overprinted in black from the lithographic plate, and the brown seal, charter number and series date were 

overprinted from a second lithographic plate containing the brown devices. 

It is easy to distinguish between the parts of the souvenir card that were printed from the intaglio plate 

and those overprinted from the lithographic plates. The intaglio engravings feel rough to the touch; the 

lithographed elements smooth. 

Everything was fine except for one minor detail. Use of BEP 2988 yielded a hidden star on the 

souvenir card, a feature that was not available on $10 Series of 1882 notes until 17 years after the A-B-C-A 

plate for the West Chester bank had been made! Even the BEP personnel couldn’t perfectly counterfeit their 

own product. 

DISCUSSION 

Three varieties exist for the Battle of Lexington vignette on $20 Original, 1875 and 1882 series notes, 

each associated with a different full-face die used to make the plates. The primary diagnostic feature is the 

presence or absence of the number 75 above the right foot of the wounded man, and if it is present, the 

boldness of the image. Variety 3 has a bold 75 that is always coupled with a hidden star in the upper right 

border of the note. 

Both hidden stars and variety 3 vignettes owe their origin to a pair of full-face $10 and $20 Series of 

1882 master dies completed in 1900. Plates made from these dies first appeared in mid-April 1900. Hidden 

stars were engraved in the borders of both dies to distinguish the plates made from them. The stars signified 

replacement dies in keeping with the use of stars for replaced items by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing! 

A primary finding presented here is that the $10 and $20 Series of 1875 and 1882 plates were derived 

from full-face Original series ABNC dies 1925 and 1940 by Bureau of Engraving and Printing personnel. The 

giveaway evidence consists of vestiges of the Chittenden-Spinner signatures on the Series of 1875 plates and 

most of the Series of 1882 plates. What is ironic is that I can find no evidence that those dies were used at the 

ABNC to make Original Series plates. Specifically, no Original Series plate carries a variety 2 Battle of 

Lexington vignette as found on ABNC die 1940. Careful examination of proofs made from plates produced 

by the ABNC reveals that those plates were made piecemeal rather than from the full-face dies they 

transferred to the Bureau of Engraving and Printing in 1875. 

The vestiges of the Chittenden-Spinner signatures do not occur on full-face BEP dies 2681 and 2988 

completed in 1900. Those dies also were made from images laid in from rolls made from ABNC dies 1925 

and 1940. Obviously, while the dies were still soft, engravers completed the removal of the last vestiges of the 

signatures. 

Although this chapter focuses on the $20 subjects on 1875 and 1882 plates and dies, there was a 

parallel story involving the companion $10s. It has been pointed out that only two full-face $10 dies were 

used. ABNC Original Series die 1925 was used to make Series of 1875 plates from 1875 to 1902 and Series 

of 1882 plates from 1882 to 1900. It was succeeded in the Series of 1882 by BEP 2988, a mate to $20 BEP 

2681 for Series of 1882 plate production from 1900 to 1922. 

$20 2681 was begun in 1896 whereas $10 2988 was begun three years later in January 1899. You 

would expect them to have been paired. The fact is, a $10 Series of 1882 die also was begun in 1896, that 

obviously was to be the mate to $20 die 2681. At least one proof from it exists that is identical in every 

respect to BEP 2988 except it doesn’t contain a hidden star. 

It was numbered 2653 but no die card has been found for it nor was it entered into any die ledger. I 

am assuming that it was never completed. Possibly it was ruined during hardening. 
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A TECHNICAL DETAIL 

Considerable ink was consumed above to explain that various elements found on plates, such as the 

“Printed at” statement, were laid in separately. Also, it was pointed out that weak $20 subjects made from 

BEP 392 had to be reentered to make them serviceable or that the lower right corners or lower borders on the 

$10 subjects made from ABNC $10 die 1925 had to be reentered owing to poor transfers. 

The technique used to draw these conclusions was straightforward. I used a handheld stereo viewer to 

look at innumerable proofs, two at a time. A stereo viewer allows each eye to see a different proof in the pair 

and those images are merged by the brain. Small variations in the placement of the generic design elements 

between the two proofs yield a dramatic 3-dimensional visual effect. The concept here is identical to how 

your brain builds a three-dimensional image from the slight variations in the placement of objects that are 

observed by each of your eyes as you look at a scene. In contrast, the visual image of the generic design 

elements is flat if the two proofs were laid in from the same full-face die because these elements occur in the 

identical place on the respective proofs. 
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