
$5 Original Series and Series of 1875 

Act Approval Date Anomalies 

PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND 

The purpose of this article is to explain how $5 Original Series and/or Series of 1875 notes for a 

few banks organized under the Act of June 3, 1864, ended up carrying Act of February 25, 1863, approval 

dates on their faces or vice versa. The cases that we will examine involved title changes and reorganizations 

of banks. 

This article is not designed to be an exhaustive treatment of such anomalies but rather to provide a 

glimpse of a few fascinating and even exotic situations to help you identify and understand such oddities 

that you may own. This article only will treat face plates. 

The National Bank Act of February 25, 1863, was rewritten and reenacted on June 3, 1864, to 

correct a number of technical and procedural flaws that had become evident after the 1863 version was put 

into operation. The Original Series $5s incorporated the act date on both the bottom border of the faces and 

in the counterfeit clause in the lower right border of the backs so these had to be updated. 

A few collectors, most notably Doug Walcutt, noticed that the act dates on the faces and backs of 

some Original/1875 $5 were mis-mated. Then, once we learned exactly which banks were organized under 

the respective acts, Walcutt became aware that the wrong date, either 1863 or 1864, appeared in the act 

approval dates on the faces for some banks (Walcutt, 1996a, b). Both situations had the look of production 

mistakes. Our assumption was that the act dates on a note should conform to the act under which the bank 

was organized. 

Subsequently, it became evident that the Treasury officials were unconcerned about which act date 

appeared on the notes because in their view the parts of the 1864 act authorizing and governing the issuance 

of the notes that supplanted the 1863 act, including the counterfeit clause, were identical. Their lack of 

concern revealed itself as soon as the 1864 act passed. Specifically, the 1864 act approval date was put on 

the plates for all new banks chartered from then on forward despite the fact that 34 banks organized under 
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Figure 1. A new face plate was made in 1869 when the name of The Second National Bank 

of Plattsburgh, New York (321), organized under the Act of February 25, 1863, was changed 

to The Vilas National Bank of Plattsburgh. The new plate carried an act approval date of 

June 3, 1864, despite the fact that the bank had been organized under the 1863 act. This 

proof was lifted from the plate after it had been altered by the BEP into its Series of 1875 

form. 
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the 1863 act hadn’t yet received their charters. 

What we thought were production mistakes turned out to be little more than curiosities, albeit, 

technical anomalies that make for sophisticated variety collecting. The oddities consist of notes with mis-

mated dates between their fronts and backs, and notes for banks that don’t carry the act date under which 

they were organized. The most curious are the cases where banks organized under the 1864 act received 

notes with 1863 act approval dates on their faces. 

In order to detect the anomalous situations, one must know which banks were organized under 

which act. The complete list of banks organized under the 1863 act have these charter numbers: 1-473, 477, 

479, 482, 485, 487-489, 491-494, 500, 502, 521, 548 and 555. 

All banks with charter numbers above 456 that received $5 Original Series notes, got notes with 

1864 act dates on their faces. Charter 456 belonged to The Second National Bank of Watkins, New York, 

later renamed The Watkins National Bank. The $5s with both titles bore the 1863 act date. 

ALTERED VERSUS NEW PLATES 

There were two possible outcomes when an Act of 1863 bank underwent a title change. If the old 

plate was altered to carry the new title, the act approval date was preserved. However, if a new plate was 

prepared after the 1864 act passed, it carried the 1864 approval date. 

Reorganizations led to similar outcomes in cases where 1863 banks were reorganized as new banks 

under the 1864 act. If the plate for the liquidated bank was recycled for use by the new bank, the 1863 

approval date was carried forward on the plate. These are particularly strange because an 1863 act date 

appeared on the plate for a bank organized under the younger act. However, if a new plate was made for 

the new bank, things were perfectly normal because the new plate bore an 1864 act approval date. 

Where things get particular interesting is when a seemly misdated plate for a successor bank that 

carried an obsolete 1863 act date wore out. The new plate normally carried the current and more appropriate 

1864 act approval date. But, some Bureau siderographers faithfully copied all the details from the worn 

plate so some obsolete 1863 approval dates were propagated yet again! 

To make things even more interesting, and to add spice to the variety pursuit, four different pairs 

of vignettes were used to make the $5 faces, all having been made during the first year of the series, and all 

but the last having been phased out before the end of 1864. Of the several odd outcomes that are possible 

with these mixed in, let’s consider two to make the point. 

In cases of title changes, if a new plate was made after a change, it would carry the current pair of 

vignettes, but they could be different than those on the plate with the earlier title. 

Similarly, if the plate for a liquidated bank was altered for use by its successor, the early vignettes 

on it would survive. This allowed old vignettes to appear on notes with charter numbers considerably higher 

than those normally found with those vignettes. 

EARLY TITLE CHANGES 

The Second National Bank of Plattsburgh, New York (321), organized under the Act of February 

25, 1863, was the first bank to undergo a title change. A new Original Series $5 face plate was made for it 

in 1869 with the title The Vilas National Bank. It carried an act date of June 3, 1864, because that act had 

passed five years earlier and also it carried variety 4 vignettes because they were current in 1869 instead of 

variety 2 vignettes as found on the first plate. See Figure 1. 

The first bank to move was The First National Bank of Delhi, New York (94), which was relocated 

in 1870 some sixty miles south to the Delaware River where it became The First National Bank of Port 

Jervis, New York. The bank was organized under the 1863 act, but the new $5 Original Series plate made 

for Port Jervis had variety 4 vignettes and an 1864 approval date, which were current then. This same 

scenario occurred in 1871 when The Worthington National Bank of Cooperstown, New York (420), was 

moved twenty miles south to become The First National Bank of Oneonta, New York. 

In contrast, when another Act of 1863 bank, The Second National Bank of Havana, New York 

(343), was renamed The Havana National Bank in 1874, they didn’t make a new plate. Instead, the old plate 

was altered to reflect the new title. The alteration also included updating the Treasury signatures to Allison-

Spinner, and changing the plate date to March 20, 1874. In this case, the 1863 act date was preserved, as 

were the variety 2 vignettes. The interesting proof shown here was made after the same plate was altered 
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again into a Series of 1875 plate. Vestiges of the original Chittenden-Spinner signatures dating from the 

first title occur above Allison’s signature. The Havana story was repeated for The Second National Bank 

of Watkins, New York (456) in 1875, when it was renamed The Watkins National Bank. 

The first bank organized under the 1863 act to change title while issuing $5 Series of 1875 notes 

was The First National Bank of Amesbury, Massachusetts (268), a change that took place in 1877 to reflect 

the renaming of the town to Merrimac. The Amesbury plate was altered by Bureau of Engraving and 

Printing personnel, thus preserving the 1863 act date and variety 2 vignettes. 

In contrast a new plate was made when The First National Bank of West Meriden, Connecticut 

(250), became The First National Bank of Meriden in 1881. This being a new plate, it carried an 1864 act 

approval date and variety 4 vignettes. 

EARLY REORGANIZATIONS 

The First National Bank of Rockville, Indiana (63), was organized under the Act of February 25, 

1863, and liquidated April 25, 1877, while issuing Series of 1875 notes. It was succeeded by The National 

Bank of Rockville (2361), chartered June 16, 1877. The same 5-5-5-5 plate was used by both banks. 

The plate began as an Original Series with The First National title, 1863 act authorization date, 

Chittenden-Spinner signatures, November 2, 1863, plate date, and variety 2 vignettes. It was next altered 

Figure 2. The Second National Bank of Havana, New York (343), was organized under the Act of February 25, 

1863. The Original Series plate with the first title (top) was altered to The Havana National Bank when the 

name was changed in 1874. Next the Original Series plate was altered into a Series of 1875 form. The 1863 act 

approval date was preserved as well as the original variety 2 vignettes on the Series of 1875 plate (bottom). 

Remnants of the top of Chittenden’s signature remain from when the plate carried the first title. 
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by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing into a Series of 1875 plate by changing the signatures to Allison-

New and adding the Bureau “printed at” medallion above the title block. All else remained the same. See 

the top note on Figure 4. 

Upon the liquidation of The First National Bank, the Bureau received the following order from 

Comptroller of the Currency John Knox on June 27, 1877 (Bureau of Engraving and Printing, various 

dates). 

Please change plate 5.5.5.5 for First National Bank of Rockville, Indiana, charter number 63, so 

as to read “The National Bank of Rockville,” Rockville, Indiana, charter number 2361. Also 

change date of note, so as to read June 30, 1877. 

These alterations were made, and in addition the Treasury signatures were changed to Allison-

Wyman. See the middle note. The twist in this case was that the altered Series of 1875 plate with new title 

still carried the 1863 act approval date, even though charter 2361 was an Act of 1864 bank. 

Later, an E-F-G-H replacement plate was made for the bank with the then current 1864 act approval 

date and variety 4 vignettes. 

Figure 3. The First National Bank of West Meriden, Connecticut (250), an Act of 1863 back, utilized a plate 

with an 1863 act approval date and variety 2 vignettes. When the title was change to The First National Bank 

of Meriden in 1881, a new plate was made with an 1864 act date and variety 4 vignettes. 
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Figure 4. Series of 1875 proofs from The First National Bank of Rockville, Indiana (63), organized under the 

1863 act and The National Bank of Rockville (2361), organized under the 1864 act. Top: Original Series plate 

for The First National Bank after it was altered into a Series of 1875 plate with retained 1863 act date. Middle: 

Same plate altered for use by The National Bank that preserved the obsolete 1863 act date. Bottom: 

Replacement plate with redesigned layout with 1864 act date. 

Charter 63: 

Series of 1875 

1863 act date 

Nov. 2, 1863 

plate date 

Charter 2361: 

same plate 

Series of 1875 

new title 

new sigs 

1863 act date 

June 30, 1877 

plate date 

Charter 2361: 

new plate 

Series of 1875 

same sigs 

1864 act date 

June 30, 1877 

plate date 
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PENDING EXPIRATIONS AND SERIES OF 1875 PLATES 

There was uncertainty in the early 1880s about passage of an act that would allow for a corporate 

extension, so bank officers facing expiration began to get nervous. They could gamble on possible 

extinction as they sat around awaiting legislation that would allow for extensions, or they could 

preemptively liquidate their bank and reorganize it as a new bank. The officers of 75 banks decided to 

liquidate and reorganize. Three chose expiration. 

The Act of July 12, 1882, allowing for extensions, belatedly passed so the problem vanished for 

the officers of most banks. However, the 75 that reorganized had new banks on their hands, and they needed 

new national bank notes. Series of 1875 plates were ordered for nine of these, and they are the banks of 

interest. The plates were altered for three of them, and new plates were made for the other six. The rest 

received Series of 1882 notes, and things were routine for them. 

The First National Bank of Rondout, New York (34), was the first affected. It was liquidated 

October 30, 1880, and a new bank with the same title and officers was organized October 15 to replace it. 

The successor received charter 2493 on October 18, 1880. Four different Series of 1875 plate combinations 

were used by charter 34; specifically, 1-1-1-2, 5-5-5-5, 10-10-10-10 and 20-20-20-50. All but the 1-1-1-2 

were altered for use by 2493. This was accomplished by updating the plate dates to November 2, 1880, and 

changing the Treasury signatures to Schofield-Gilfillan. 

The $5 Original/1875 series plates used by the two banks have one of the most convoluted histories 

involving national bank notes. The $5 A-B-C-D plate for 34 was a Continental Bank Note Company 

Original Series plate that carried an 1863 act approval date and Chittenden-Spinner Treasury signatures. 

The act approval date remained unchanged when the plate was altered by the BEP into a Series of 1875 

form, but the Treasury signatures were updated to Allison-New, both of which were appropriate. 

When the plate was altered for use by charter 2493—a bank organized under the Act of 1864—the 

now obsolete 1863 act approval date was left in the lower margin. The plate date was changed to November 

2, 1880, and the Treasury signatures were updated to Schofield-Gilfillan. The plate still carried the original 

variety 2 vignettes. Thus, it carried the wrong act approval date and vignettes that greatly predated the 

variety 4 vignettes in use in 1880! 

Eventually two $5 Series of 1875 duplicate plates were made for 2493, respectively lettered E-F-

G-H and I-J-K-L. They were made with an 1864 act approval date and contemporary variety 4 vignettes. 

All totaled there were three different configurations for the first plate. The two duplicates 

represented a fourth configuration. Just a quick note about the vignettes on the faces of $5 Original/1875 

notes. Four pairs of distinctly different vignettes were used on those notes. Suffice it to say that you readily 

can see an obvious difference between the right vignettes by comparing the shapes of the top of the tree to 

the left of the 5 in the upper right corner on the bottom two proofs in Figure 5. Of course, there are numerous 

other differences. 

Charter 34: 

Original Series 

1863 act date 

Chittenden- 

Spinner 

Nov 2, 1863 

plate date 

var 2 vignettes 
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Figure 5. Sequence of $5 proofs from Rondout, New York. (1) Original Series proof used for charter 34. (2) 

Proof made when the Original Series plate for charter 34 was altered into a Series of 1875 form by the Bureau 

of Engraving and Printing. (3) Series of 1875 proof made when the Series of 1875 plate for charter 34 was 

altered for use by successor 2493. Notice that the obsolete 1863 act date was carried forward. (4) Proof from 

the first Series of 1875 duplicate plate made for 2493 with 1864 act date. 

Charter 34: 

same plate 

Series of 1875 

Allison- 

New 

1863 act date 

Nov 2, 1863 

plate date 

var 2 vignettes 

Charter 2493: 

same plate 

Series of 1875 

Schofield- 

Gilfillan 

1863 act date 

Nov 2, 1880 

plate date 

Var 2 vignettes 

Charter 2493: 

new plate 

Series of 1875 

Schofield- 

Gilfillan 

1864 act date 

Nov 2, 1880 

plate date 

var 4 vignettes 
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The First National Bank of Huntington, Indiana (145), an act of 1863 bank, was liquidated January 

31, 1881. A new bank with the same title was organized two days later under the 1864 act. Charter 2508 

was awarded to the new bank on March 3, 1881. 

The history of the $5 A-B-C-D plate was an identical repeat of the Rondout case. Specifically, the 

plate used for charter 145 was altered for use by charter 2508. The result was that the first Series of 1875 

notes used by charter 2508 carried an obsolete 1863 act date and old variety 2 vignettes. The alterations 

included updating the Treasury signatures from Allison-New to Scofield-Gilfillan and changing the plate 

date from January 5, 1864, to March 25, 1881. 

However, the 2508 story took a bizarre turn. A $5 Series of 1875 replacement plate was made that 

was certified on July 9, 1897. It was correctly lettered E-F-G-H. However, the now ancient obsolete 1863 

act approval date was placed on it by the siderographer who was faithfully coping all the details from the 

A-B-C-D plate. He even left the Continental Bank Note Company imprint on it despite the fact that BEP 

policy adopted in February, 1887, was to omit bank note company imprints. However, he didn’t copy the 

old vignettes. The E-F-G-H duplicate had variety 4 vignettes instead of variety 2. 

Charter 145: 

Series 1875 

1863 act date 

Jan 5, 1864 

plate date 

Charter 2508: 

Same plate 

Series 1875 

1863 act date 

new sigs 

Mar 25, 1881 

plate date 
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New Series of 1875 plates were made for the other six banks, most of which adopted new titles 

and/or used different sheet combinations. These included Indianapolis, Indiana (55/2556), Kittanning, 

Pennsylvania (69/2654), Cleveland, Ohio (13/2662), Woodstock, Illinois (372/2675), Valparaiso, Indiana 

(105/2704) and Cincinnati, Ohio (20/2730). The new banks in this group that used $5 plates got plates with 

an 1864 act date. 

The handling of the $5 plates for The First National Bank of Indianapolis are worth noting, if for 

no other reason than the rare variety 1 plate made for charter 55. That bank was the second bank in the 

country for which a 5-5-5-5 plate was made. It held the distinction of being one of six banks to receive a 

variety 1 plate. The others were charters 3, 4, 11, 16 and 26. That plate was transferred to the BEP in 1875, 

and the BEP altered it into a Series of 1875 form for continued use by charter 55 by updating the Treasury 

signatures and adding the Bureau “printed at” medallion. 

When charter 55 was liquidated July 5, 1881, and succeed by charter 2556 with the identical title, 

the Bureau didn’t alter the variety 1 plate for use by 2556. Instead, they made a new plate for 2556. By so 

doing, they didn’t perpetuate the obsolete 1863 act approval date that was on the old plate. 

Charter 2508: 

new plate 

Series 1875 

1863 act date 

Mar 25, 1881 

plate date 

Figure 6. The First National Bank of Huntington, Indiana (145), organized under the 1863 act, was liquidated 

in 1881, and succeeded by 2508, organized under the 1864 act with the same title. Top: Series of 1875 proof for 

145 with 1863 act date. Middle: Same plate altered for use by 2508 with the anomalous 1863 act preserved. 

Bottom: Duplicate plate made in 1897, upon which the 1863 act date was copied, thus perpetuating it once 

again! 

Charter 55: 

1st plate 

1863 act date 

Nov 2, 1863 

plate date 
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A COUPLE OF PERSPECTIVES 

This article was tough to slog through no matter how gung-ho you are about pursuing plate 

varieties. The circumstances that converge to create the oddest or scarcest of them often were convoluted. 

The tedium can’t be avoided. To fully get it might require a few reads. 

The reward is that once the fog lifts, you gain a much deeper appreciation of what you have. For 

die-hards such as your authors, sticking notes in albums had virtually no appeal until the back stories behind 

them could be revealed. In nationals, plate varieties are but one rather techie dimension that adds richness 

to the pursuit. 

When the Bureau of Engraving and Printing personnel adopted a new protocol—a perfect example 

being the elimination of bank note company imprints from Series of 1875 and 1882 plates beginning in 

February 1887—what happened was that the directive was faithfully carried out while still fresh in people’s 

minds. However, as the years rolled by and institutional memory faded or was lost, often through 

retirements, adherence tended to become progressively spottier. When it came to bank note company 

imprints, we observe more of them slipping by the farther out in time they got beyond 1887. This is true 

for just about every design protocol that we have tracked. It’s just human nature to get sloppy in following 

protocols the longer after they were adopted. Such lapses did result in some odd varieties. 
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Charter 2556: 

new plate 

1864 act date 

Sep 5, 1881 

plate date 

Figure 7. The First National Bank of Indianapolis, Indiana (55), organized under the 1863 act, was liquidated 

in 1881, and succeeded by 2556, organized under the 1864 act with the same title. Top: Series of 1875 proof 

from the variety 1 plate for 55 with 1863 act date. Bottom: New plate for 2556 with a variety 4 plate and 1864 

act date. Compare the layouts of the security clauses, which are very different between the two. 
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