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The Origin of the 

Series of 1875 
and 

Blue Stained Paper 

INTRODUCTION 

The Series of 1875 owes its origin to a sundry appropriation bill passed on March 3, 1875, 

authorizing expenditures for the printing of notes, bonds and other securities of the United States. The act 

required that national bank notes “be printed on distinctive paper similar to that used for printing United 

States notes” and that “the final printing and finishing to be executed in the Treasury Department.” Thus, 

the Series of 1875 was initiated to distinguish the notes with at least a final plate printing carried out at the 

Bureau of Engraving and Printing within the Treasury Department. 

The motivation for requiring the “final printing,” which consisted of the printing of the faces using 

intaglio plates, was a Congressional desire that not all the work involved in the printing of the notes be 

carried out by the bank note companies. There was concern that there was the potential for spurious 

issuances if all the intaglio work was conducted by private contractors. Congressional interest in the paper 

was that of counterfeit deterrence. 

Bureau of Engraving and Printing personnel found themselves in a crunch when the Bureau began 

to take over the manufacture of national bank notes beginning in 1875. Not only did they have to gear up 

for an enormous and complex printing job, they also had to alter the Original Series plates into Series of 

1875, and even begin to make new Series of 1875 plates as needed. 

Many of the first Series of 1875 plates made at the Bureau are readily identified owing to a very 

distinctive blocky bold script font used for the postal location and plate date. 

SERIES OF 1875 IS AUTHORIZED 

The American Bank Note Company had won the competition for designing the Original Series $1, 

$10, $20, $50 and $100 national bank notes; National Bank Note Company the $2, $500 and $1000, and 
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Figure 1. The first Series of 1875 notes delivered to the Comptroller of the Currency were $5s 

for The Farmers National Bank of Franklin, Ohio (2285). They were printed from a newly 

made Continental Bank Note Company Original Series plate turned over to the Bureau of 

Engraving and Printing before Continental printed notes from it. The Bureau altered it into a 

Series of 1875. National Numismatic Collection, Smithsonian Institution photo. 
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Continental Bank Note Company the $5. The interesting 1-1-1-2 plate combination contained both 

American Bank Note Company $1s and a National Bank Note Company $2. 

“From the date of the first issues of national-bank notes, in 1863, until July, 1875, the entire printing 

of the national currency was done by the American, National, and Continental Bank Note Companies, from 

plates engraved by them, and on ordinary bank-note paper, each company completing the three printings 

on all the notes that it had the contract for preparing. The affixing of the seal upon the notes by surface-

printing, and the numbering and trimming, were * * * done by the Bureau [of Engraving and Printing]” 

(Graves and others, 1877, p. 16). 

In addition, charter numbers began to be overprinted on national bank notes at the Bureau in May 

1874, a task that became formally required under the terms of the Act of June 20, 1874. This included 

adding charter numbers to sheets on hand in the Comptroller’s inventory. 

On June 25, 1874, Clinton S. Merriam, chairman of the House of Representatives Committee on 

Banking and Currency, transmitted to the Secretary of the Treasury a committee recommendation that one 

side of all national bank notes be printed at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing (Bureau of Engraving 

and Printing, various dates-a). A sundry civil appropriation bill passed by Congress March 3, 1875, made 

the recommendation binding. It specified: 
* * * the above-named notes, currency, and other securities of the United States shall be executed with not 

less than three plate printings; and that the Secretary of the Treasury shall have executed one or two of such 

printings by such responsible, capable, and experienced bank-note companies or bank-note engravers as 

may contract for the same at the lowest cost to the government, and at prices not greater than those heretofore 

paid for the same class of work; no company or establishment executing more than one printing upon the 

same note or obligation, and the final printing and finishing to be executed in the Treasury Department. 

The March 3, 1875 act further specified that the notes were “to be printed on distinctive or special 

paper adopted, or might thereafter be adopted, by the Secretary of the Treasury.” 

In August 1875, Secretary of the Treasury Benjamin H. Bristow ordered that the faces of national 

bank notes be printed at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing (Comptroller of the Currency, 1875, p. LVII). 

Consequently, all face plates were transferred to the Bureau from the bank note companies during 

September 1875. Comptroller of the Currency John Knox (Comptroller of the Currency, 1875, p. LVII) 

reported in December: 
The examination of this large amount of material and its transfer to Washington has occupied two months’ 

time; and this, together with the alterations in plates referred to, has caused considerable delay in furnishing 

to this Office unsigned circulating-notes for issue to the banks. * * * Since then all notes issued have been 

printed upon the distinctive or special paper heretofore used in printing the legal-tender notes, and the 

words ‘Series of 1875,’ as also the signatures of the present Treasurer of the United States, have been 

imprinted upon their face. 

Thus, the Series of 1875 was initiated to distinguish the national bank notes whose faces were 

printed by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. 

The printing of the backs remained with the New York bank note companies until January 1877, 

except for the black vignettes and surrounding script on the backs of the $5s, which had been transferred to 

the Columbian Bank Note Company in Washington, DC, in September 1875 and continued to be printed 

there (Graves and others, 1877, p. 17). 

SERIES OF 1875 STARTUP 

Bureau personnel assumed responsibility for maintaining the face plates turned over to them from 

the bank note companies as well as for manufacturing new plates. Their first order of business was to begin 

altering Original Series plates into Series of 1875s. 

The last Original Series notes were received at the Comptroller of the Currency’s office August 13, 

1875 from 10-10-10-10 and 10-10-10-20 plates. The first shipment of Series of 1875 sheets arrived 

September 17, 1875, in the form of 5-5-5-5s for The Farmers National Bank of Franklin, Ohio (2285) 

(Comptroller of the Currency,1863-1912). 

Bureau personnel then moved on to finishing a few plates that were started as Original Series plates 

at the bank note companies and then began making their own. The first Series of 1875 shipment from a 
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plate made at, or at least completed at, the Bureau arrived November 6th from a 5-5-5-5 plate for The 

Metropolitan National Bank of Boston (2289).  

It is impossible to detect Series of 1875 notes printed from plates begun at the bank note companies 

but completed at the Bureau unless they contain a $20. The diagnostic on the $20s occurs above the right 

foot of the fallen man in the Battle of Lexington vignette. If there is no 75 above his right foot, the vignette 

was laid-in at the American Bank Note Company. In contrast, if BEP personnel made the plate from scratch, 

there is a weak 75 because they used a different roll. Two such plates begun at the American Bank Note 

Company and finished at the Bureau are documented 

; specifically, the 10-10-10-20 plates for Granville, New York (2294) and Bedford, Iowa (2298).  

On January 4, 1877, Secretary of the Treasury Lot M. Morrill ordered that all back plates from the 

bank note companies be turned over to the Bureau, except for the black vignettes and accompanying script 

on the backs of the $5s (Bureau of Engraving and Printing, various dates-a). Consequently, the Bureau 

began printing national bank note backs beginning in January 1877, and simultaneously assumed 

responsibility for making new back plates as needed. The black part of the $5 backs continued to be printed 

by the Columbian Bank Note Company in Washington, DC, through July 1877 (Dillistin, 1956), after which 

those plates also were turned over to the Bureau. 

 THE FIRST BEP PLATES 

Bureau personnel faced a steep learning curve as they began to cope with turning out Series of 1875 

plates. The proofs reveal that some perfectly human glitches occurred during the startup. 

One of the first plates finished at the Bureau was for The National Bank of Slatington, Pennsylvania 

(2293). The “of” in the bank title was omitted from all the subjects on that plate, and never repaired. That 

error was caught when a duplicate plate was made years later. 

Similarly, when the siderographer was laying-in the $20 subject on the 10-10-10-20 plate for The 

Citizens National Bank of Ashland, Pennsylvania (2280), he accidentally omitted the plate letter A in the 

upper right corner. That mistake was spotted by an inspector and fixed. Yet another omission involved the 

plate date being omitted from all four subjects on the $5s plate for The Iowa National Bank of Des Moines 

(2307). That also was taken care of before the plate went to press. 

Figure 2. The manufacture of the 10-10-10-20 plate for Granville, New York (2294), was 

begun as an Original Series plate at the American Bank Note Company, but completed as a 

Series of 1875 at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. The unusual bold block style script 

used for the postal location and plate date at the top of the title block was used exclusively on 

several of the earliest Series of 1875 plates completed at or wholly made at the BEP. Notice 

that the 75 is missing from the lower left corner of the Battle of Lexington vignette, a 

characteristic of all plates made by the American Bank Note Company. National Numismatic 

Collection, Smithsonian Institution photo. 
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The most interesting of the early BEP plates was the 5-5-5-5 for The Citizens National Bank of  

Keene, New Hampshire (2299) made in September 1875. Shown on Figure 3 are a proof and an issued note 

from the $5 plate that are most revealing. The vignettes on the proof don’t feather out under the title block, 

instead they abruptly stop short of it! The right edge of the left vignette ends in an unattractive sharp line 

next to the title. Furthermore, what looks like amateurish cutouts in both vignettes surround the words FIVE 

DOLLARS. See Figure 4. 

It appears that the transfer press operator incompletely rolled in the left vignette and next obliterated 

parts of both vignettes as he was rolling in the title block. Normally the title block would have overlaid the 

vignettes. The issued note provided by David Sundman reveals that the problem was corrected. Instead of 

the siderographer reentering the vignettes and title block, an engraver touched up the vignettes to blend 

them toward the title blocks. This ad hoc work is especially evident around the S in FIVE DOLLARS where 

his work came out lighter than on the original engraving in exactly the places that are white on the 

Smithsonian proof. 

BLOCKY SCRIPT POSTAL LOCATIONS AND PLATE DATES 

The Bedford and St. Johnsbury illustrations on Figures 5 and 6 are noteworthy because the title 

blocks display a distinctive bold blocky script in the post office location and plate date that occur only on 

some of the earliest BEP plates. The affected plates are the following. 

Table 1. First Series of 1875 plates manufactured at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing as well as Original Series plates begun
at the bank note companies but finished at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing as Series of 1875 plates through the end of 1875.
Data from BEP (1875-1929 and various-b) and Comptroller of the Currency (1863-1912). 

Manufacturer codes:
A = Original Series plate that was begun at The American Bank Note Company and completed as a Series of 1875 plate at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing.
B = Plate made at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing.

Entered in BEP 75 on Script Receipt of 1st Mfr.

Plate Ledger1 Charter State Town Bank Name Combination Plate Date $20 Font 1875 Delivery Code

Aug 30, 1875 2289 MA Boston Metropolitan NB 5-5-5-5 Sep 15, 1875 script Nov 6, 1875 B
entry omitted 2290 VT Barton Barton NB 10-10-10-20 Sep 15, 1875 light script Dec 6, 1875 B
Aug 30, 1875 2293 PA Slatington NB 5-5-5-5 Sep 15, 1875 script Nov 8, 1875 B
Aug 30, 1875 2294 NY Granville NB 10-10-10-20 Sep 15, 1875 none blocky script Oct 11, 1875 A
Sep  2, 1875 2295 VT St. Johnsbury Merchants NB 5-5-5-5 Sep 15, 1875 script Oct 19, 1875 B
Sep  2, 1875 2295 VT St. Johnsbury Merchants NB 10-10-10-20 Sep 15, 1875 light blocky script Nov 13, 1875 B
entry omitted 2296 OH Toledo Commercial NB 5-5-5-5 Sep 25, 1875 blocky script Nov 1, 1875 B
Sep 13, 1875 2297 MA Georgetown Georgetown NB 10-10-10-20 Sep 25, 1875 light blocky script Nov 4, 1875 B
Sep 18, 1875 2299 NH Keene Citizens NB 5-5-5-5 Sep 25, 1875 script Oct 27, 1875 B
Sep 18, 1875 2299 NH Keene Citizens NB 10-10-10-20 Sep 25, 1875 light blocky script Dec 1, 1875 B
Sep 20, 1875 2298 IA Bedford First NB 10-10-10-20 Sep 25, 1875 none blocky script Oct 16, 1875 A
Sep 23, 1875 2301 PA Pennsburg Perkiomen NB 10-10-10-20 Oct  5, 1875 light blocky script Oct 13, 1875 B
Sep 24, 1875 2300 CO Trinidad First NB 5-5-5-5 Oct 15, 1875 script Dec 18, 1875 B
Sep 25, 1875 2280 PA Ashland Citizens NB 10-10-10-20 Sep 25, 1875 light blocky script Oct 16, 1875 B
Sep 30, 1875 2302 OH Bellevue First NB 5-5-5-5 Oct 15, 1875 blocky script Nov 15, 1875 B
Oct 8, 1875 2303 PA York Western NB 5-5-5-5 Oct 15, 1875 script Nov 18, 1875 B
Oct 16, 1875 2305 VT Brattleboro Peoples NB 10-10-10-20 Oct 25, 1875 no proof unknown Dec 3, 1875 B
Oct 16, 1875 2305 VT Brattleboro Peoples NB 1-1-1-2 Oct 25, 1875 script & blocky script Nov 20, 1875 B
Oct 16, 1875 2305 VT Brattleboro Peoples NB 5-5-5-5 Oct 25, 1875 script Nov 11, 1875 B
Oct 19, 1875 2275 MA Milford Home NB 1-1-1-2 Oct 25, 1875 script Nov 20, 1875 B
Oct 19, 1875 2275 MA Milford Home NB 5-5-5-5 Oct 25, 1875 script Nov 18, 1875 B
Oct 20, 1875 2304 MA Boston Merchandise NB 1-1-1-2 Oct 25, 1875 script & blocky script Nov 30, 1875 B
Oct 20, 1875 2304 MA Boston Merchandise NB 5-5-5-5 Oct 25, 1875 script Nov 20, 1875 B
Oct 20, 1875 2304 MA Boston Merchandise NB 10-10-10-20 Oct 25, 1875 light script Nov 24, 1875 B
Oct 20, 1875 2304 MA Boston Merchandise NB 50-100 Oct 25, 1875 script Dec 4, 1875 B
Oct 23, 1875 2306 ME Waterville Merchants NB 1-1-1-2 Nov 15, 1875 script & blocky script Dec 6, 1875 B
Oct 23, 1875 2306 ME Waterville Merchants NB 10-10-10-20 Nov 15, 1875 light script Dec 27, 1875 B
Oct 26, 1875 2307 IA Des Moines Iowa NB 5-5-5-5 Nov 15, 1875 script Dec 2, 1875 B
Nov 11, 1875 38 IL Aurora First NB 10-10-10-20 Nov 15, 1875 light script Dec 3, 1875 B
Nov 24, 1875 2308 PA Lehighton First NB 5-5-5-5 Dec 15, 1875 blocky script Dec 18, 1875 B
Nov 30, 1875 2309 AL Eufaula Eufaula NB 5-5-5-5 Dec 15, 1875 script Jan 17, 1876 B
Dec  8, 1875 2310 CO Pueblo Stockgrowers NB 10-10-10-10 Dec 15, 1875 script Jan 20, 1876 B
Dec  8, 1875 2314 NC Charlotte Traders NB 1-1-1-2 Jan  1, 1876 script Feb 11, 1876 B
Dec 13, 1875 2312 MA Webster First NB 5-5-5-5 Dec 15, 1875 script Jan 10, 1876 B
Dec 15, 1875 2311 ME Camden Camden NB 10-10-10-20 Jan 10, 1876 light script Jan 6, 1876 B
Dec 18, 1875 2313 IL Kirkwood First NB 10-10-10-20 Jan 15, 1876 light script Jan 10, 1876 B
Dec 21, 1875 2314 NC Charlotte Traders NB 5-5-5-5 Jan  1, 1876 script Mar 18, 1876 B
Dec 21, 1875 2315 OH Cincinnati NB of Commerce 5-5-5-5 Jan 1, 1876 script Jan 15, 1876 B

1.  Date is an assignment date when work commenced on the plate at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing.
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 1-1-1-2 (only the $2s have the variety): 
   2304 Boston MA Merchandise NB 
   2305 Brattleboro NH Peoples NB 
   2306 Waterville ME Merchants NB 
 5-5-5-5: 
   2302 Bellevue OH First NB 
   2305 Brattleboro NH Peoples NB 
 10-10-10-20: 
  2280 Ashland PA Citizens NB 
   2290 Barton VT Barton NB 
   2294 Granville NY NB 
   2295 St. Johnsbury VT Merchants NB 
   2297 Georgetown MA Georgetown NB 
   2298 Bedford IA First NB 
   2299 Keene NH Citizens NB 
   2301 Pennsburg PA Perkiomen NB  

Figure 3. The Series of 1875 plates for Keene, New Hampshire (2299), were among the first 

manufactured entirely by personnel at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. The inner 

edges of the vignettes are abruptly cut off instead of being feathered under the title block, 

especially on either end of FIVE DOLLARS. An engraver blended the vignettes toward the 

title block on the issued note. National Numismatic Collection and David Sundman photos. 
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 The bold blocky script was phased out after these plates were made. Other plates made during the 

startup period display more traditional looking script fonts. 

ALTERING ORIGINAL SERIES PLATES INTO THE SERIES OF 1875 

If the Comptroller’s stock of Original Series notes from a given plate combination became 

exhausted before a bank was extended, an order from the Comptroller’s office would prompt the Bureau to 

alter the appropriate Original Series plate into a Series of 1875. The alteration involved updating the 

Treasury signatures to those current when the conversion took place and adding the words “Printed at the 

Bureau Engraving & Printing, Treasury Dept.” The plate date remained as originally engraved. Such 

alterations could take place any time before the series terminated in 1902, thus explaining many of the late 

Treasury signature combinations found on Series of 1875 notes. 

The top note in the pair from The First National Bank of Maquoketa, Iowa (999) on Figure 10 

illustrates the first step in the alteration of an Original Series into a Series of 1875 plate. Here a Bureau 

employee has obliterated the Colby-Spinner signatures. Also see Figure 11. 

Figure 4. Notice how 

the right side of the 

vignette appears to be 

abruptly cut off and 

also trimmed around 

the FIVE. 

Figure 5. The bold blocky script used for the postal location and 

plate date appeared only on some of the earliest Series of 1875 

plates manufacture at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. 

Figure 6. One of the first Series of 1875 10-10-10-20 plates made entirely at the Bureau of 

Engraving and Printing was for St. Johnsbury, Vermont (2295). Notice the distinctive bold 

blocky style script lettering used for the postal location and plate date. The Battle of 

Lexington vignette on the early Series of 1875 $20s that were laid-in by BEP siderographers 

exhibited the weakly engraved 75 that is circled in blue at the bottom left. National 

Numismatic Collection, Smithsonian Institution photo. 
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The signatures appear to have been ground off; however, that is too strong a term. Rather they were 

erased using some type of mild abrasive or polishing wheel that left a myriad of fine scratches that picked 

up the ink when the proof was drawn. Notice that the titles under both of the officer’s names also were 

obliterated. A little touchup polishing probably was performed to catch the portions of the signatures that 

extended beyond the abraded area and to smooth out the coarser scratches. 

Appropriate rolls containing the design elements that were damaged, including one with the text 

line “with the U. S. Treasurer at Washington,” were used to reenter those elements. Next, rolls containing 

each of the required new signatures, the titles of the officers, and the Bureau imprint were used to transfer 

that information to the plate as well. The high forces involved in the transfer process smoothed out the 

surface of the plate and obliterated the remaining scratches. Bruce-Wyman signatures were added to the 

Maquoketa, Iowa (999) plate, indicating that the plate was altered between April 1, 1883 and April 30, 

1885. 

There was a period when Bureau personnel made proofs from Original Series plates before altering 

them into Series of 1875. Consequently, those Original Series proofs got preserved among the BEP holdings 

now in the Smithsonian. However, proofs of work in the intermediate stage shown on Figures 9 and 10 are 

uncommon. So far only two others have been found, both $5s, and both altered at about the same time as 

the Iowa plate. They are The Farmers National Bank of New Jersey at Mount Holly (1168) and The First 

Figure 7. The 1-1-1-2 plate for Brattleboro, Vermont (2303), was the first 1-1-1-2 

made by the BEP. Notice that the distinctive script used for the postal location and 

plate date on the $2 is identical to that on the Granville and St. Johnsbury $20s, 

whereas that on the $1 is a bit more graceful. National Numismatic Collection, 

Smithsonian Institution photo. 
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National Bank of the City of Battle Creek, Michigan (1205). The erasures on the Battle Creek plate appear 

to have been made by a coarser tool, possibly even a hand tool. That example is shown here in the blowup. 

 DISTINCTIVE PAPERS 

The most distinctive paper ever used to print national bank notes was beautifully blue-stained paper 

used on all the Series of 1875 denominations. Bold blue and red fibers are distributed throughout the paper 

on the best examples, and as much as a third of the notes are richly stained with a blue tint that extends 

from the top to bottom of the notes. The blue band usually occurs left-centered on the faces, is 2 to 3 inches 

wide, extends to within an inch of the left edge and exhibits a very high density of additional fibers. 

However, there was considerable variability. Usually the blue band is bold only on one side and, in 

some cases, may barely show through to the other. In the most dramatic examples, a rich blue shows well 

on both sides. Occasionally the band occurs right-centered or even on the back. 

Figure 8. This Pueblo, Colorado Territory (2310), proof is from the first Series of 1875 10-10-

10-10 plate made at the BEP. The BEP was using a more conventional script for the post office 

location and plate date when it was made in December 1875. Notice that both were placed at 

the bottom of the title block owing to space considerations. National Numismatic Collection, 

Smithsonian Institution photo. 

Figure 9. This $100 subject for Boston (2304) is from the first 50-100 plate made at the BEP. 

The plate date is in the same font as on the $1 Brattleboro. National Numismatic Collection, 

Smithsonian Institution photo. 
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The blue staining was an integral part of the paper-making process. The blue-tinted band was 

created by spreading a localized slurry of blue-stained pulp containing a high density of fibers onto the 

surface of the white pulp that comprised the core of the paper. The two merged as the paper proceeded 

through rollers that squeezed it to proper thickness on its way to being dried. The slurry preferentially 

imparted the boldest blue staining on the side of the paper upon which it was laid. 

The vertically banded blue-stained paper was used from the beginning of the Series of 1875 in 

September, 1875, into at least the fourth quarter of 1877, based on the serial numbers on reported specimens. 

See Figure 12. 

It was succeeded by white paper with two continuous horizontal threads. That in turn was followed 

briefly by more blue-stained paper in which the staining extended horizontally across the sheets between A 

and B, and C and D subjects. This second stained paper was in use circa late 1879 and early 1880. 

There was yet a fourth special paper the use of which has been documented during the May 1879 

period before the horizontally blue-stained notes began to appear. This paper has a moderate density of 

distributed fibers but its distinguishing characteristic is that the paper carries a watermark with a repeating 

US pattern similar or identical to that used for the early Series of 1869 legal tender notes. The watermark 

Figure 10. Pair of $5 proofs for The First National Bank of Moquoketa, Iowa (999). The 

upper shows the removal of the Original Series Colby-Spinner Treasury signatures from an 

Original Series plate, the first step in the alteration of it into a Series of 1875 plate. The bottom 

is the completed Series of 1875 version of the plate with added Bruce-Wyman signatures and 

Bureau imprint, and reentered damaged design elements. National Numismatic Collection, 

Smithsonian Institution photo. 
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is difficult to detect, especially on worn notes where it simply can’t be seen. The duration of its use is poorly 

constrained. Jess Likpa found an uncirculated note of this variety, a $5 Series of 1875 from The Allen 

National Bank of Fair Haven, Vermont (2422) with serial H585121-1-A. 

 DISCUSSION 

All the intaglio printings involved in the production of national bank notes were gradually 

transferred to the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. The first step toward that end was the requirement in 

the sundry appropriation bill passed on March 3, 1875, that at least one plate printing on the notes must be 

executed by the Treasury Department. By the end of 1877, all printing functions associated with national 

bank notes had been transferred to the Bureau from the bank note companies. 

There was considerable lobbying on the part of the bank note companies to thwart this trend, but it 

was to no avail. The bank note companies not only lost the printing contracts, but also all tasks associated 

with designing, engraving, manufacturing and maintaining national bank note printing plates. 

The Series of 1875 was instituted to distinguish national bank notes on which the faces were printed 

at the Bureau from those formerly printed by the bank note companies. 

The first of the Series of 1875 notes had the added distinction of being printed on blue stained 

paper, a paper characterized by having prominent distributed blue and red threads, and a vertical two- to 

three-inch blue-tinted band that traversed the full height of the notes. This paper was discontinued near the 

end of 1877 or shortly afterward. 

  Blue tinted paper was reintroduced between approximately late 1879 and early 1880, this time with 

the staining extending horizontally across the sheets between the A and B, and C and D subjects. 

Figure 12. $10 Series of 1875 for The Union National Bank of Wilmington, Delaware (1390), 

printed on blue stained paper in which the 2.5-inch-wide blue tint occurs one inch in from the 

right side. The blue stain is barely visible on the back. 

 

Figure 11. Detail showing the removal of Original Series Treasury 

signatures from the $5 plate for The First National Bank of the City of 

Battle Creek, Michigan (1205). This work appears to have been done 

with a hand tool. 
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