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ADAPTING TO LEARN
Which adaptive software is the best fit for your students? In this roundup, we ask 
administrators to weigh in.

Why Did You Start Using It Unique Features Outcomes

CURRICULUM 
ASSOCIATES’ 
I-READY 
www.curriculumassociates.
com

Students in grades K through 8 use 

i-Ready for reading and math at (IL) 

Community Unit School District 300. “We 

chose it because it provides accurate 

baseline, midterm, and end-of-year 

results, monitors student growth, and 

allows for curriculum compacting,” 

says Superintendent Fred Heid. “We 

wanted students to have real-time 

data and immediate feedback so they 

could personalize the learning in their 

classrooms.”

Teachers can get any number of reports, they can chart 

learning/growth gains to incentivize students, and can 

access PDFs with supplemental lessons and activities for 

every standard. “If the majority of the class demonstrates 

proficiency, those skills can be reinforced instead of taught. 

Teachers can also use prescriptive scheduling to turn 

lessons on and off.”

“We were one of 31 districts in Illinois that 

converted to online testing last year, but there 

were lots of issues. In grades 7 and 8, 40 percent 

made a year’s worth of growth in math and 

reading between September and December 2016. 

Grades 1-3 had the highest average scale score 

growth, ranging from 39 to 69 points. In reading, 

2,600 students have met 1.5 years of growth and 

4,900 met more than a year of growth overall 

districtwide. Over 50 percent of English language 

learners have an instructional pass rate above 

75 percent and have already met a year’s worth 

of growth in reading. We keep getting better at 

i-Ready and finding different ways to use it.”

MINDPLAY 
mindplay.com

“When I came here I looked for a strong, 

adaptive, individualized reading program 

that focused on comprehension as well as 

fluency. We used MindPlay at my former 

district and the reading teachers loved 

it,” says Jim Dalluhn, principal at Prescott 

Middle School in Prescott, WI.

“It is incredibly time-consuming for an instructor to come 

up with a different approach or new activity every time one 

student is struggling with a concept. MindPlay takes care of 

that for us by having what the student needs to repeat to 

gain more experience—even after demonstrating mastery—

to make sure it’s internalized. It has the basics but goes 

more deeply into grammar and comprehension than any 

other programs I’ve had experience with.”

Nine of the 21 students in the program have 

already exited. At the beginning of the year, 11 

students were critical and two were at grade level; 

currently, six are out of critical, six are meeting 

grade level, and three are exceeding grade level. 

In addition, 10 percent of students were meeting/

exceeding grade level and now 44 percent of 

students are meeting/exceeding grade level.  

EDGENUITY 
www.edgenuity.com

“We use an online curriculum because 

we can provide radically personalized 

education,” says Leigh McGuigan, chief 

executive officer and co-founder of the 

Vertus Charter School. “Our students who 

have not had success in a traditional high 

school learn best in a private setting with 

only a computer.” Edgenuity includes any 

class you’d want to teach, all aligned to NY 

state standards. 

McGuigan likes the real-time data that lets her run daily 

and weekly progress reports. The program has lots of built-

in accommodations for children with special needs and for 

English language learners, including the ability to replay or 

slow down the lesson and a built-in dictionary. Students 

take the time they need and don’t have to finish a quiz in a 

set amount of time.

“We’ve had extraordinary gains, with more than 

250 percent of expected annual growth in reading 

and math in two years. One thing that’s surprised 

me is the reading growth. In a lot of schools that 

serve low-income schools, math improvements 

are easier to get than reading. We’ve had strong 

reading growth and I believe it’s because our 

students spend so much time reading the words 

in Edgenuity.”

VOYAGER SOPRIS 
LEARNING’S 
VELOCITY 
www.voyagersopris.com

“Our students were not moving fast 

enough,” says Kathy Konowalow, principal 

at Pittman Elementary School in Las 

Vegas, NV. “I needed a highly engaging 

program that could support their learning 

needs.” The school, which began using 

Velocity in January 2017, also uses the 

program for its accelerated learners.

Konowalow thought all students would benefit from 

Velocity’s videos, delivered by a teacher when a student 

doesn’t understand. “Students have told me, ‘I’m working 

hard but need more time and this has helped me a lot,’” she 

says. Another plus is that the program knows when a student 

is guessing or rushing and makes the student go back and 

start to focus. There are also a lot of tools for students to 

use, including stickie notes. “You can highlight and add to a 

stickie when you’re reading a passage. A fourth-grader told 

me it helped her learn how to take notes!” 

The after-school program is starting to track 

data, but Konowalow says she sees a tremendous 

difference in the practice skills in the classroom. 

For instance, when students are reading passages 

they are highlighting key ideas instead of the entire 

page. “Children with special needs, especially our 

struggling readers, are also building confidence. 

That’s better than any test score; it’s what makes a 

lifelong reader.”
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WAGGLE 
www.wagglepractice.com

“We were the test pilot for the district this year,” 

says Amanda Hernandez, a fifth-grade teacher at 

Hunt Elementary in San Bernadino, CA. “When I 

saw the program, I fell in love with the adaptability 

and rigor.” Too many programs offer easy test 

prep. She wanted something that would make her 

students think.

The program provides learning goals, data lets 

Hernandez see how students do on each standard, 

and the math section’s game-like environment 

keeps students engaged and motivated. For 

reading, lower-level students can use text-to-

speech and the program gives two texts to 

compare/contrast, just like the state test. 

Hunt is an underperforming school with high 

mobility and 100 percent free/reduced lunch. 

Results from the January benchmark test: 

15 percent of fifth-grade students mastered 

language arts standards, 28 percent mastered 

math standards (10 percent more than district 

average), and 13 percent exceeded math 

standards. “We could not have done that without 

Waggle!”

LEXIA READING 
CORE5 
www.lexialearning.com

“We had an older reading series that wasn’t 

aligned with the Common Core,” says Karen 

Bracey, principal at Gardens Elementary School 

in Marysville, MI. “We wanted to supplement that 

with an individualized focus.” Every student uses it 

for at least 20 minutes a day. 

Students find it engaging and age-appropriate. If 

a student has specific needs, teachers can use the 

provided teaching resources and elaborate with 

other materials. The reports are positive.

“We were very pleased with our end-of-year 

results. At the beginning of school year 2015-16, 39 

percent of our students were below grade level, 

17 percent were at grade level, and 43 percent 

were above. By year’s end, we had 74 percent 

above grade level, 16 percent at grade level, and 10 

percent below grade level. This year’s data shows 

that we are already above those results. We’ve 

already gone from 4 percent above grade level 

to 59 percent. Our STAR 360 results were pretty 

much the same thing.”

IXL 
www.ixl.com

As the only Algebra I teacher at Enterprise High 

School in Enterprise, MS, Jacqueline Lewis had no 

one to collaborate with about Common Core, so 

she went online and came across IXL. She did a 

30-day trial, learned how to teach Common Core 

objectives, and asked her principal to buy it for 

students.

It starts easy, gets more difficult, and students 

get a score showing their mastery percentage. 

Lewis sets goals and students have competitions. 

“IXL has amazing analytics. I can pull up any 

data on any student, team, or group. When my 

daughter was sick and we traveled to Ohio, I 

logged in from the waiting room and called my 

colleague to go to my class and holler at my 

students to get going.”

It’s a great tool for basic skills, not for higher-order 

thinking or analytical problems, says Lewis. She 

uses it a lot during the first semester and later, to 

differentiate and reinforce skills. “During the first 

year with Common Core, thanks in part to IXL, we 

had 80 percent proficiency in Algebra I, versus 

the state score of 28-percent proficiency. The next 

highest school was in the sixties.”

DREAMBOX 
www.dreambox.com

When Superintendent Chris Marczak came to 

Maury County (TN) Public Schools in 2015, he 

discovered a huge gap in math proficiency. He 

needed to implement a strong math program 

to enhance academics. After evaluating several 

programs, all of his teachers chose DreamBox.

“The adaptability—my own children ask to borrow 

my computer to work on math,” he says. He says 

children across the district tell him how much 

they love the program. “It’s not skill and drill; it’s 

tailored to students and what they like.”

According to Anita Preininger, data assessment 

coordinator, students who spend more time 

in DreamBox also exhibit increased number 

sense fluency, when comparing fall and winter 

benchmark testing results. “DreamBox program 

is showing promising results. Although it’s a little 

early to be able to quantify those results, I can 

say that, on average, just 15 minutes per day over 

a nine-week period is consistent with an increase 

in students’ national percentile in number sense 

fluency by one percentile point, as measured by 

Aimsweb Plus.”

MATHSPACE 
mathspace.co

“We found MathSpace about three years ago, 

starting using it with our sixth grade, and saw 

students excited to do math problems,” says 

Andrew Casale, principal of Mineola Middle 

School (grades 5-7) in Mineola, NY. “Math is not 

the easiest subject for everyone, and we want to 

give teachers and students as many resources as 

possible to pull from.”

“Students like it because it converts hand (finger) 

writing to text. Everyone likes that it gives hints 

if you are stuck, and there are helpful embedded 

videos you can watch if you get stuck on a 

concept. From an administration standpoint, it’s 

very user-friendly. Of all the apps we use, and 

that’s about 30, it’s the most stable one.” Other 

benefits include the differentiation and that 

teachers get specific feedback that helps them 

tailor their lessons and determine who needs 

additional help.

Casale says the school uses NWEA for benchmark 

assessments and student growth is consistent 

every year. “MathSpace certainly has something to 

do with that. It’s a tool in the bag for our teachers.”
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