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Transitioning to an Online Learning Environment 
 

Learning 
Activities 

Traditional 
Classroom 
Strategies 

Online  
Teaching Strategies 

 
Advantages 

Learning Contracts    Student and/or Teacher Student/instructor commit 
Discussion Interactive and 

participatory 
Discussion Board, Blogs, 
Wikis, Journals, video 
conference, chat rooms 

Every student takes part 
everyday 

Lecture Instructor disseminates 
information; often 
limited to printed 
materials 

Post lecture notes, audio, 
video podcasts, Internet links 

Shorter notes, Info more 
precise; 
Students work at own pace, 
can re-visit frequently 

Self-Directed 
Learning 

Self-paced and directed, 
proactive learner not 
possible in classroom; 
often squashed 

Global access to current 
research, experts, real-time 
collaboration; teacher 
supplied links 

Access computer at convenient 
time/place; publish written or 
multimedia projects on the web 

Mentorship Facilitate learning; 
presenting information, 
modeling behaviors 
during class 

Opportunity for frequent, 
convenient communication 
between teacher and student 
through emails, teacher 
response to work, discussion 
board 

Online collaboration, journals, 
timely feedback 

Group Work: 
Discussion, Guided 
design, Role 
playing, Games 

Students restricted to 
discuss and interact 
during classtime, 
sometimes after hours 

Groups work independently at 
convenient times; video 
conference; equalize control 
among participants 

Instructor responds and works 
with groups and do not take 
time from other group; 
geography, gender or 
disabilities not disadvantage; 
instructor 

Projects- Individual 
or Group 

Students pursue special 
interests through 
presentations, 
simulations, role playing 
debates; discussions 
 

Collaboration with online 
experts; peer feedback; 
publish or present findings; 
online rubrics 

Timely feedback from experts, 
peers, teachers; 

Collaborative 
Learning 

Two or more students 
work together with 
defined job; learn 
collaborative skills; 
improve 
interdependence and 
student to student 
relationships 

Natural environment for 
collaboration; do not need 
face to face; Learning 
activities need to be carefully 
designed 

Anytime, anyplace 
collaboration 

Case Study Students present 
solution to a problem; 
present individual and 
group solution 

Teachers post Case study 
online; discussed in groups; 
use Internet resources, follow 
links, discuss with experts and 
peers 

Timely response and support 
from instructor 

 
Adapted from … 
http://www.ion.uillinois.edu/resources/tutorials/pedagogy/instructionalstrategies.asp#LEARNING%20CONTRACTS 
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CONCLUSION  

The online learning environment allows educators and students to exchange ideas and information, work together on 
projects, around the clock, from anywhere in the world, using multiple communication modes. Given the advantages and 
resources of this rich learning environment, how can multiple instructional strategies best be utilized for online learning? 
Just as in the traditional classroom, instructional strategies are most effective when employed specifically to meet 
particular learning goals and objectives. Effective course design can begin with asking and answering the key question: 
what are the major learning goals and objectives for this course? Once these goals and objectives have been identified and 
clearly articulated, the question of which learning strategies, activities, and experiences to employ can be addressed.    

Online learning can employ any of the strategies discussed here. Much of the power of learning via the Internet lies in its 
capacity to support multiple modes of communication including any combination of student-student, student-faculty, 
faculty-student, faculty-faculty, student-others, others-students, etc. Taking into account the varied learning styles of 
learners and providing opportunities for self-directed and collaborative learning, educators can facilitate powerful, 
effective courses geared to achieve specific learning goals and outcomes using the vast resources and capacities of online 
learning.  

The online learning environment is, after all, just another learning environment, in some ways similar to and in some 
ways different from more traditional environments such as conventional classrooms, seminar rooms, or labs. When we 
move our class onto the Internet, we should plan for and make the best use of the online environment. The various 
instructional strategies we use to meet the goals and objectives of our courses are likely to be similar in each environment. 
However, the ways in which we utilize the strategies will differ as we make the best use of the characteristics and 
capacities of each environment.  

 


