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Preventative Medicine

“Feedback is most useful to students when 
it is accurate, timely, and specific.
Feedback that is inaccurate and untimely 
is counterproductive.
Feedback practices are inconsistent within 
and among schools.”

Douglas Reeves 2007 



How do we monitor student and 
teacher progress and respond 
rapidly to what we learn from 

assessment data? How do we 
use this information to shape 
professional development and 

inform teaching practices? What 
role does online assessment 

play? What is the right balance 
between assessing and 

teaching/learning? 



Assumption #1

We have a healthy person.

The curriculum, if exposed to the student, 
will allow the student to meet national, 
state and local standards.



Assumption #2

We have a healthy person.

The curriculum, if exposed to the student, 
will allow the student to meet national, 
state and local standards.



Health Plans

"We have to think about accountability in a 
very different way. We have done a 
splendid job of holding nine-year-olds 
accountable. Let me suggest as a moral 
principle that we dare not hold kids any 
more accountable than we expect to hold 
ourselves."      

Douglas Reeves 2002 



Preventative Medicine

In terms of providing teachers with feedback, 
the focus must always be on student learning 
and the perspective must always be that 
instructional strategies are a means to an 
end.

Robert Marzano 2009



• Online is valuable for immediate feedback. 
Online is great for collecting instant data. 
Online is essential as a diagnostic tool to 
determine a solid baseline fairly quickly. 
Online is not as essential as I used to think 
due to advances in scanning capabilities, 
data software and the space and funds 
needed for devices. 



No Autopsies
Certainly a teacher and his or her students need to know 
who reaches (and exceeds) important learning targets—
thus summative assessment, or assessment of learning, 
has a place in teaching. Robust learning generally 
requires robust teaching, and both diagnostic and 
formative assessments, or assessments for learning, are 
catalysts for better teaching. In the end, however, when 
assessment is seen as learning—for students as well as 
for teachers—it becomes most informative and 
generative for students and teachers alike. Carol Ann 
Tomlinson 2007 


