
Community

launchPAD: 
Amazon Fire TV Stick
UNVEILED: 
Oct. 27

AVAILABLE TO 
MARKET: 
Available for 
pre-order at 
$39, with an 
optional voice 
control remote 
costing an 
additional $29; 
initially slated to 
ship Nov. 19, but 
now backordered for January delivery.

NEW FEATURES: Amazon stirs up the streaming media 
market with launch of an inexpensive but powerful new Fire 
TV Stick as Roku explores an IPO and Google works to bulk 
up content on Chromecast.

PLUSES: Is a cheap way to connect TVs to the Internet ; 
priced close to the less powerful Chromecast ($35), on par 
with Roku (starting at $39.99 on Amazon) and much less 
expensive than Apple TV ($99); billed as more powerful  
than competitors; in addition to apps from various 
programmers  like Netfl ix and ESPN, the Fire TV Stick lets 
consumers fl ing content to the TV; hefty demand for the 
devices indicate it might turn around a device strategy that 
has struggled to gain market share.

MINUSES: Must overcome competition from Roku, Apple 
TV, Google’s Chromecast and game consoles; lacks huge 
library of apps and content available on Apple TV and 
Roku; future is uncertain as more smart TVs with built-in 
connectivity  are sold.—George Winslow

Amazon’s new Fire TV Stick faces stiff competition 
from Roku, Chromecast and other devices.

B&C EVENTS:

NYC TV WEEK TO FEATURE ‘IN 
CONVERSATION’ SERIES
Executives from NUVOtv, Fuse, Scripps 
Networks Interactive, A&E, GroupM and 
more will host breakout sessions during 
Broadcasting & Cable and Multichannel 
News’ NYC Television Week. The series 
“In Conversation With,” which is part of 
The Content Show Nov. 12 and 13, will 
feature 30-minute  creative dialogues led 
by senior programming and development 
executives.

—Jessika Walsten

For complete NYC TV Week 
information and to register go to 

NYCTelevisionWeek.com

THEY SAID IT!
“It’s [the] law of 
diminishing  returns, 
which is why this is our 
last time. Unless  you 
want to be a perennial 
host, there’s nowhere 
to go but down.”

—Amy Poehler, during 
an appearance on 
the Today show, 
explaining that the 
2015 Golden Globes 

will be the Parks and Recreation 
star’s and Tina Fey’s last time 
hosting.

DAYTIME STAPLE LOOKS FOR NEW ‘VIEW’ 
UNDER ABC NEWS

The View had already undergone a full-scale makeover for this season, 
featuring  a (mostly) new cast, set and executive producer, but last week 
might have seen the show’s biggest change to date as it became part of the 
ABC News division .

ABC News president James Goldston has been widely credited for 
resuscitating  Nightline and he—along with senior VP of news programs 
Tom Cibrowski—oversaw Good Morning America’s rise to the top of the 
morning show crop.

Ben Sherwood, in perhaps his biggest move as he prepares to succeed 
Anne Sweeney as president of Disney/ABC TV group, is banking that they 

have a third trick up their sleeve. After debuting to its best premiere audience 
since 2006, the revamped View has struggled to stay ahead of its competition 
in CBS’ The Talk and has paced downward in the key women 25-54 demo.

Moving the pop culture-centric View under ABC News also suggests a 
further  attempt to blend entertainment within the news division, which some 
have argued as a key reason for GMA’s success and World News’ streak of 
winning the adults 25-54 news demo.—Tim Baysinger

The View will now 
come under the aegis 

of ABC News.
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FATES & FORTUNES 

RICH ROSS DEPARTS SHINE FOR DISCOVERY 
AS NEWLY FORMED COMPANY SETS MANAGEMENT
Shine’s merger with fellow production companies 
Endemol  and Core Media caused a trio of executive  
moves last week, with Rich Ross departing  as CEO 
of Shine America to take over as president of the 
Discovery Channel beginning in January.

Meanwhile, the newly formed Shine-Endemol-Core tapped 
Endemol  Group president Tim Hincks to lead the company, as 
well as Cris Abrego and Charlie Corwin to head its North 
American branch. —Dan Holloway & Jon Lafayette

Ross

STAT OF 
THE WEEK
$9.3 
BILLION
Amount of retransmis-
sion fees that will be paid 
to broadcasters by 2020, 
according to a new SNL 
Kagan projection
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